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CHAP, LXXII. 
In Spain there is great plenty of good materials of 
all ſorts, artillery, arms, and other military 
ſtores, both for the land and ſea ſervice ; the 
places where they are; a way to improve the 
fabricks of rigging and ſailcloth ; the impor- 
tance of augmenting and fortifying the dock 
yards, of preſerving the foreſts f timber, and 
making the Ebro more navigable; to amend the 
port of the Alfaques of Tortoſa, and to build ſome 
ſhips in the Indies, 


N chapter 63, I mentioned by what means 
wood for maſts, planks, and other timbers for 
ſhipping, is obtained in the Pyrenees, and con- 


veyed by carriages and rivulets to the famous 


Ebro, and upon this river to the ports of the Me- 
diterranean, from whence goes by ſea to thoſe of 
the ocean whatever they want there, eſpecially for 
Vol. II. 3 maſting 
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maſting &c. as they have not any upon the moun- 


. tains of Cantabria, or any other in Spain Dear the 
fea coaft, equal at leaſt in goodneſs.” 


That plenty of alquitran and tar, is to be had 
in ſeveral parts of Aragon and Catalonia, but par- 


ticularly in the mountains of Tortoſa, very near 


the Ebro; and manufactures of cables, and all 
ſorts of rigging and ſailcloth eſtabliſhed at Port 
Real, and Sada, and in part made of Spaniſh 


materials; to which I ſhall here add, in order to 


throw them together into one chapter, that, as to 


oak, of which the greateſt part of the hull of 


-ſhips i is made, we have alſo a ſufficient quantity 
of it in the mountains of Navarre, and thoſe 


upon the coaft from Guipuzcoa to Galicia in- 


CINHTE; 
The plenty and goodneſs of the i iron in Canta- 


bria, and other parts of Spain, requires no farther 
notice or proof, as it is a thing well known both 


to natives and foreigners. 


In the founderies of Lierganes and Cavada, ſi- 


tuated very near the ſea, on the ſide of Santan- 


der, and at a little diſtance from the dock yards 
of Guarnito and Santona, may be caſt a great 
quantity of very good iron cannon, with ball and 
other ſtores for the ſervice of the ſhipping. 


From the fabricks of Eugui, Azura, and Itur- 


mow fituated in the kingdom of Navarre, we 


for the ſake of an caſy carriage, be ſuppli- 


wy with bombs, royal and hand granades, ball 
and grape ſhot, things alſo neceſſary for the navy, 
where they are no o eſs 1 in uſe, than in the land 


Tervice, * 


There are many * grad” -fabricks of gunpowder 


in the kingdom, and in Places advanta ſly 3 
3 tuited Þ 


ef COMMERCE, c 3 


7 genated for the eaſy tranſport of it to thoſe 
Patte where this commodity finds en vent, 
1 either by ſea or land. 
In the forges of Placencia, in Guipuzcoa, three 
EC Y leagdts diſtant from the ſea, is manufactured a 
_ © eonfiderable number of good fire- arms, to ſupply 
- ö the wants of the fleet, without neglecting the ma- 
gaz ines of the fortreſſes, or the land forces with 
© this convenience, that by their nearneſs to the 
* ſhore, they are conveyed at a {mall expence to 
E che ſea ſide, rom whence 1 in a feu hours, and at 
: oon of veſſels to the ſeveral dock yards upon thoſe 
4 I © coaſts, and eſpecially about Santander and Santo- 
na. The ſame advantage is enjoyed by the forges, 
that provide nails, anchors, and other iron works, 
1] great tins of which are allo neceſſary for the 
ſhippin 
3 If at Port Real, near Cadiz, good rigging is 
made, and in ſufficient quantities to ſupply his 
zz quot] s ſhips, and at Sada all forts of good cord- 
age and ſail- cloth; and much more can be ma- 
nufactured there, and in other parts of the ſame 
| proven of Sevil and Galicia, and ſtill more 
Jodrantageouly in ſeveral places upon the coaſt of 
the Mediterranean, where may be raiſed in the 
e all the hemp, that is requiſite, 
not only for the rigging of a large navy, and 
numbers of merchantmen, but alſo to furniſh both 
of them with ſufficient quantities of ſail-cloth, 
9 upon account of the plenty of good hemp grow- 
ing in moſt of the provinces of Spain, and parti- 
ala in the plains of Granada, Murcia, and Va- 
© lencia, very near the ſea, and at no high price. 
kor A few years ago ſome perſons in the kingdom 
91333 B 2 | of | 
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of Valencia made a propoſal to furniſh 2 5000 
quintals, and a larger quantity, if it ſhould be 
neceſſary, at a doblon per quintal, clear of all 
charge. On ſome occaſions, it has been alſo 
bought, I think, for leſs than 50 reals in Baza, 
and other parts of the kingdom of Granada; 
prices very moderate, conſidering it is commonly 
ſold in Holland at the rate of 70 or 80 reals, 
even before it be heckled, and yet that country 
is a kind of general magazine out of which this 
and other commodities are diſtributed into ſeveral 
kingdoms of Europe. So that upon the whole, 
I do not find any country or kingdom, that has 
the advantage of Spain in providing for naval ar- 
maments. For it not only produces, and can 


produce all the materials neceſſary for them, but , 


ſuch as are better in quality; bleſſings, which 
other nations, that are even very powerful at ſea, 
cannot pretend to, eſpecially the Engliſh, who are 
obliged to ſupply themſelves with maſts and other 
timber for ſhipping, from their American colo- 
nies, Norway, and other countries upon the Bal- 
tick, and at no ſmall charge, From the ſame 


places they import alſo moſt of the artillery, ball, 


iron, hemp, and ſeveral other things, that are ex- 


pended in their grand naval armaments. The 


Hollanders are under the ſame circumſtances ; for 
their ſmall territory is totally deſtitute of wood, 
iron, and other commodities abſolutely neceſſary 
not only for the ſhipping, but alſo for the ordi- 
nary occaſions of life, as it has been more at large 
explained in other chapters. 

Great are alſo the advantages, which his ma- 
jeſty poſſeſſes, by having in his iſlands, and con- 


tinent of America, vaſt quantities of fine timber, 
and 
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and plenty of tar and altriquan, for building and 


fitting out ſhips, eſpecially at the Havana, Cam- 


peche and Carthagena ; as we are ſenſible, that 
the ſecureſt, moſt convenient, and readieſt yard 
for building, fitting out, and employing new 
ſhips, is that of the Havana; and theſe have 
greatly the preference to all European built veſ- 
ſels, which laſt only from 12 to 15 years, while 
thoſe of America, built of cedar, a harder oak, 
and timber more firm and reſiſting, will conti- 
nue good for above 30 years. For the fame rea- 
ſon they do not want careening, and repairs ſo 
often. Cedar has alſo another excellent quality, 
and peculiar to itſelf, that in an engagement 1t 


ſucks in the ball, and we are not expoſed to the 


miſchiefs done by the ſplinters of European ſhips, 
which uſually wound, and even kill great num- 
bers. But I muſt obſerve farther, that if we 
would take the fame care in Spain, as they do in 
England and Holland, and lay up our men of 
war at proper ſeaſons, they would laſt double the 
By oy 1 

Theſe advantages are more to be valued on 
this account; the ports of Vera-Cruz, Porto- 
velo, Carthagena, the Havana, &c. which are 
moſt frequented by our fleets and galeons, lye 
under the torrid zone, and, both in port, and in 


thoſe ſeas, we find, that they ſtand in need of 


all their force to bear the exceſſive heat of the ſun; 
and by being of timber, that grew there, inured 
to thoſe burning rays, and in ſome mea ſure natu- 
raliſed to the rigour of them, they are leſs liable 
to receive injury, and for a long time remain un- 
damaged; a circumſtance, that affords us great 
ſecurity in that navigation, and a conſiderable 

B 3 ſaving 
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ſaving alſo, on account of their longer duration, 
Both theſe conveniences European built ſhips 
want, either becauſe their timbers are of a ten- 
derer make, by being the growth of a more tem- 
perate climate, or — of them are different. in 
kind, or from other arcana of nature. For we 
find by experience, that if one of theſe will ; ge- 
nerally laſt from 12 to 1,5 years in the ſeas, * our 
temperate zone, they will ſcarce ſubſiſt ten upon 

2 ſtation in the Indies; for, as I have already 
3 moſt of the ports are under the torrid 
zone. Upon, theſe conſiderations, and the more 
frequent repairs they ſtand in need of, there is an 
extraordinary charge to the revenue, excluſive, of 


the danger we are ſometimes expoſed to from 


their ſhrinking, ſpringing a leak, and foundering 
at ſea, by means of the exceſſive heat, and other 
accidents, which ſhips are not liable to, that are 
built of that harder wood, This, is a plain proof, 
how much it is for his majeſty s ſervice, and the 
intereſt of his ſubjects, that all the ſhipping to 
be employed, both as convoys to the galeons and 
flotas, for the windward ſquadron, and the other 
ſtations in the American ſeas, be built of the 
timber of thoſe provinces, and in their yards. 
For it is my opinion, that were a man of war, built 
in America, to colt 200, or 2 50 thouſand 
dollars, which we might have had in Spain for 
100,000, dollars, the revenue would ſtill find its 
account in it, and it would be more for his ma- 


jeſty's ſervice, fince it will laſt double or treble. 


the time; and, there, would be a. ſaving. in the 


annual charge of careening and other . repairs, , 


and 3 ſecurity in the een for the ſub- 
T7 1 Jecks. 
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jedts, ſhips, and treaſures of his majeſty, eſpecially 
in thoſe burning climates. 


Since divine providence has indulged Spain, 
and his majeſty's other kingdoms, with all the 


materials for naval and land armaments, it will 


be prudent on our part, in gratitude for theſe 
favours, to make ſuitable proviſions in order to 
reap the benefit of them, ſuch as will both ſecure 
the poſſeſſion within his majeſty's kingdoms, with- 
out being longer dependent upon the humours of 
foreign powers, the times, or accidents of the 
Northern ſeas; and alſo put a ſtop to the extrac- 
tion of millions, this kingdom muſt needs. be 
drained of, while we purchaſe all, or moſt of 
theſe articles, from abroad; beſides the riſk we 
uſually run, of being ſupplied with materials, as 
it has been intimated in the 03d chapter, and ex- 
perienced upon ſeveral occaſions, 

Having repreſented in the general what 1 impor- 
tance it is to provide for naval armaments within 
Spain, and his majeſty's other kingdoms, avail- 
ing ourſelves of the many good materials we poſ- 
ſeſs, I ſhall: paſs on to the particular meaſures, 
which, in my opinion, ought to be purſued, for 
the better ſecurity and improvement of what ſo 
much contributes to his majeſty's ſervice, and the 
general good of this kingdom, 

Notwithſtanding they have been at work 1 
ſome years paſt, and even to this day in the 
yards of Cantabria, and on the ſide of Santander 
and Santona, there does not ſeem to have been 
ſuch improvement made in thoſe places, as is ne- 
ceſſary, from the ſcarcity of hands, and other 
obſtructions: and, I think, in order to preſerve 


and advance as mach as it is in our power, the 
B 4 fabricks 
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fabricks of the ſaid yards, that we ſhould project 
making others upon the Mediterranean coaſt, and 
more eſpecially in the Alfaques of Tortoſa, in fa- 
vour of which I obſerve many happy circumſtan- 
ces. For as to a dock yard, I have been made 
ſenſible, that the place is very happily ſituated 
for it, and wants only ſtorehouſes and workſhops, 
and ſomething of a fortification to protect it. I am 
informed too, that without great expence theſe 
works may be raifed towards the drain of the ri- 
yer, and the river itſelf turned into its old chan- 
nel, where it empties itſelf into the ſea ; by means 
of which the port would be made more capable 
of receiving his majeſty's ſhips of war, and be 
the more uſeful and valuable, as there is not any 
port in all the Mediterranean, that is fit to receive 
ſhips of above 60 guns. If this be the caſe, be- 
fore we reſolve upon undertaking a work of this 
kind, we ſhould, I think, conſult with, and 
take the opinion of ſome perſon of {kill in this 
way, for inſtance, of the engineer general Don 
George Proſpero de Verbom, who is no doubt 
already acquainted with thoſe parts, as he has 
been a long time in Catalonia ſurveying the coaſt; 
On the ſame account I cannot forbear taking no- 
tice in this place, though it be but in a general 
way, of the great importance of making the ri- 
ver Ebro more navigable from Navarre, or even 
higher up, down to the very Alfaques of Tor- 
toſa, where it runs into the Mediterranean. By this 
means the ſuperfluous commodities, and fruits 
of the ſeveral countries, which this river traverſes, 
may be conveyed at an eaſier charge, and their 
traffick on that account facilitated ; and ſeveral 
other benefits ſecured, without an ' exceſſive ex- 
Tos — pence, 
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4 pence, as we find the principal difficulties alrea- 


dy ſurmounted, inſomuch that flat bottomed 


; veſſels frequently paſs from the neighbourhood of 


Tudela to Tortoſa, and even to the fea, laden 
with gunpowder, bombs, granades, ball, artil- 
lery, and other military ſtores, manufactured in 
Navarre, as alſo any other commodities, that want 
carriage thither, though the navigation has its dif- 
ficulties, eſpecially at the water-fall of Flix, 
where they are at the charge and trouble of land- 
ing the goods, and putting them aboard a- 
gain. But this, and the other inconveniencies, 
which have been hitherto obſerved, may, I think, 
be removed, as I have ſeen in Flanders, France 
and Holland greater difficulties ſurmounted by 
means of flood- gates, ſluices and other contrivan- 
ces, which the engineer general very well under- 
ſtands. Could this navigation be made more eaſy, 
as we may hope, ſo that we may go up and 
down the river with common veſlels, it would 
not only promote the mutual commerce of the 
ſeveral provinces of Spain, and that which might 
be carried on abroad, but alſo ſerve for the tranſ- 
port of all the materials neceſſary for the navy, 
and the above ſtores of war, together with wheat, 
barley, and other ſupplies for the army, and 
his majeſty's gariſons, to the ſaving of millions 
of dollars, which have been expended in carry- 
ing them, as we have done on ſeveral occaſions, 
either upon horſes or in waggons. 
The other advantages, I propoſed from a new 
yard in the Alfaques, are theſe. As they are ſi- 
tuated at the mouth of the ſaid river Ebro, they 


happen to lye in the very paſſage of the maſts, 
planking, and other timber, which, as J obſerv- 


ed 
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ed in the 6 3d: chapter, being cut down. in ſeveral 
parts of the Pyrenees, and conveyed by different 
roads, and. {mall rivers into the Ebro, are brought 
0 the rts of the Mediterranean, and the ocean, 
nd if f ch quantities of them be detained in 
5 e alf ques, as ſhall be worked up in their yard, 
there wil be ſaved the expence, and riſk of tranſ- 
porting them to Cantabria and the four towns, 
as is now done, making a coaſting voyage of a- 
bove 500 leagues, ſo that the way will be ſo 
much ſhorter, than when we carry them to thoſe 
parts, ſubject to the expence, and hazard above- 
mentioned. Many able hands might alſo be pro- 
cured from the neighbouring provinces for this 
new yard, and by this means ſuch kind of works 
eſtabliſhed in ſeveral places; and we ſhould alſo 
be enabled. to improve and ſecure the building 
and fitting out of men of war and merchant men 
While at the fame time it would be eaſter to man 
the ſhips upon thoſe coaſts, that as foon as they 
were finiſhed, they might ſail to the ports of An- 
daluſia, or other parts, that ſhould be thought 
proper. Since even for the few, that have been 
lately built in the yards of Cantabria, and the 
four towns, it is well known, that after great 
delays and expence we could procure but a 
ſcanty number of hands in thoſe provinces to 
man them for ſo ſhort a trip, as to Cadiz. Theſe 
difficulties. and diſadvantages would grow upon 
us, were all the ſhips we want to be built only 
upon that coaſt, where there are few ſailors, becauſe 
it has no trade. or fiſheries. _ 
O.ur having a good yard in the Alfaques is alſo . 
favoured by the fine oak upon the mountains of 
- Tortola, and others of Catalonia and Aragon. 
| whic 


* » 
. . 
; 

- 


of COMMERCE, Ge... !- 1 


which 1s wanted in large quantities for the ſhip- 
ping, as the conſumption of it is much more con- 
ſiderable, than that of maſting, and plank, 

brought from the heights of the Pyrenees in the 
manner deſcribed above. And notwithſtanding 
moſt part of the ſaid oak is two or three leagues 
diſtant from the banks of the Ebro, I bave been 
aſſured, that without very great charge roads may 

be opened for the conveyance, of it to that river, 
and by it to the place, where the yard is propoſed 
to be made. 

The rigging and ſail-cloth, that are neceſſary 
for it, may be brought at a ſmall charge from the 
manufacture of theſe commodities at Carthagena, 
a part of the kingdom very proper, and likely to 
produce greater quantities of theſe fabricks, = 
cheaper than any other, as I ſhall ſhew in a pro- 
per place. | 

The mountains of Tortoſa, and others, that 
I have mentioned elſewhere, invite us alſo to it, 
by ſupplying us with te, and tar for the 


ſame uſe. 


Iron cannon is alone at a diſtance om it, 
moſt of this commodity being caſt in Liarganes, } 
and Cavada, in ſuch perfection as is requi- 
lite. However, the tranſport of it to the Al- 
faques will be no, great, expence, if it be taken in 
for balaſt to the men of war and frigates, which 
I ſhall recommend as very neceſſary for guarda- ] 
coſtas. 

Nails, and the other trifling ſtores, but at the 
ſame time neceſſary for the ſhipping, may be had 
alſo without great difficulty from the coaſt of 
Cantabtia, and t provinces of Spain. 
* have . 
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I have already intimated the neceſſity there is 
to fortify this yard, in caſe it ſhall be approved, 
and, for the ſame reaſon, the moſt conſiderable 
yards of Cantabria, and the four towns ought to 
be protected from the inſult of enemies; a pre- 
caution which we may learn, as well from our 
own, as the unhappy experience of others; eſpe- 


_ cally from the hoſtilities we ſuffered in thoſe 


yards in the year 1719, contrary to the faith of 


treaties, that were but a little before ſtipulated and 


ſigned. | 1 
Some perſons have made an obſervation, that 
whenever ſhips have been built at the charge of 
the revenue, or by contract, more maſts than 
were neceſſary, have been cut down, either 
through a miſapprehenſion of inſtructions, 
negligence, or the private intereſt of ſubalterns ; 
and that what remained was deſtroyed, part of it 
rotting upon the mountains, and the reſt ſecreted 
for the uſe of private perſons, to whom it no 
ways | belonged ; and as the thickeſt and moſt 
ſpacious woods will be ſoon waſted, if there is 
not proper economy, and we at the fame time 
neglect to replace thoſe cut down with young 


plants, it will be very proper to give in charge 


to ſuch, as have the execution of this affair, in 
whatever place it may be, not to cut down more 
trees than will be expended in the thips, they are 
to build; and if at any time there ſhould be ſome 

to ſpare, on account of their being prevented 
by ſome accident from building all the ſhips re- 
folved upon and ordered, or from any other 


cauſe, that they take care, after the trunks and other 


timbers are lopped and ſhapen upon the moun- ' 
tains, that they be collected together, depoſited and 
preſerved 
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preſerved in the magazine of the ſaid yard, or in 
other convenient repoſitories. 

As to the very eſſential point of replacing and 
preſerving the woods by new plantations, and en- 
larging them, where it ſhall be uſeful and prac- 
ticable, there are many laws and proviſions made 
by our monarchs, and even perfons appointed, 
and paid by the royal revenue, to ſee them put 
in execution in certain places. But it is our diſ- 
grace, that ſuch ſalutary proviſions are not obſerv- 
ed; and it is an affair worthy of his majeſty's 
attention, in order to provide a ſeaſonable re- 
medy, 

The advantages, I have intimated from the 


manufacture of rigging and ſail- cloth at Cartha- 
gena, ariſe from hence. This port is in the cen- 


tre of our extenſive coaſt upon the Mediterra- 


nean; fo that theſe commodities may be eaſily diſ- 


tributed from thence to all the other ports on that 


ſide from Roſas to the Straits, as allo to thoſe of 


the ocean between the Straits and Ayamonte, 


as it ſhall moſt contribute to his majeſty” s ſer- 
vie. 


And as that city, from its ſituation, may at 
an eaſy rate collect large quantities of hemp, 


which the plains of Granada, Murcia, and Valen- 


cia yield, fetching it either by ſea or land, as the 
places of its growth are nearer or farther off; and 


more eſpecially, as his majeſty's galleys are laid 


up at Carthagena in the winter ſeaſon, where a- 
bove a thouſand ſlaves are maintained idle at the 


charge of the treaſury for ſix or ſeven months of 


the year, and often longer, who might then be 
employed in theſe manufactures, as I have ſeen 
it done in * port of Marſeilles, the- principal. 


reſi- 
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reſidence of the French galleys, under proper pre- 
cautions to keep them ſafe, while they are at 
work, and giving them a trifling gratification, 
over and above their ordinary allowance, to en- 
courage and enable them to bear the fatigue. 
Should theſe manufactories be conducted by a 
faithful adminiſtrator, to the uſe of the royal re- 
venue, a very great faving would be made by this: 
means; and they will be ſo conſiderably enlarg- 
ed, as to enable us to ſupply the men of war, 
and the galleys too, with theſe commodities; or 
by .a contractor, as it 1s generally the caſe, and 
ſeems more prudent, we ſhall be able to adjuſt 
tze matter with him in ſuch a manner, as to ob- 
tain them at a very moderate price, by allowing 
him to employ the galley ſlaves, on the terms of 
giving them a ſuitable gratification, ſuch as ſhall 
be agreed upon, and allowed them for the realons 
abovementioned. 
And as we are already i in poſſeſſion of a manu- 
facture of good rigging in Spain, made of our 
own hemp, the like convenience we may alfo ob- 
tain in reſpect to ſail-cloth, for it is well known, 
that Don Franciſco Varas y Valdas, whom I men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter, out of his great 
zeal for the publick good, made the experiment 
at Seville, in the year 1722, and repeated it after- 
wards at Madrid, cauſing ſome Spaniſh hemp to 
be woven 1n looms made for that purpoſe; by 
which experiment we not only diſcovered its 
goodneſs, but allo the reaſonableneſs of the price. 
1 do not produce as an inſtance, what has been 
upon ſome occaſions manufactured at Sada, a 
place in Galicia; for as it was made of hemp 
from the North, it does not come up to the point, 

3 nor 
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© hor is it a fair proof; however, large quantities 
of very good hemp might be procured in that 
very kingdom, as I have intimated in the 639 
chapter. 
I have already ſet forth the great emolument, 
that would accrue from our building men of war 
in the Indies with their timber; and even how 


abſolutely neceſſary I think it is for the con- 


voys of flotas and galeons, the windward ſqua- 
dron, and other ſhips ſtationed in thoſe ſeas, to 
be of their built. As the reafons, upon which 
this propoſition is founded, are ſo clear and ſolid, 
I ſhall not ſtay to explain the thing any farther, 
and only mention, that in reſpect to the fund for 


It, and manner of putting it in execution, the 


king might be pleaſed to order the memorial, or 
propoſal to be laid before him, which was pre- 
ſented in the year 1713, by Don Bernardo Titi- 
gero, for building and fitting out ten men of war 
of 60 guns in the ſaid yards of the Havana. For 
ſhould it be his royal pleaſure to put in execution 
the regulations and proviſions then propoſed by 
this miniſter, and which at that time deſerved 
the royal approbation, after reforming what ſhall 
be thought proper, either upon account of any 
alteration in the ſtate of things, or other motives 
to depart from ſome part of the plan. For, in the 
main, I apprehend it to be prudent and uſeful, 
eſpecially ſince there may be appropriated, as 
a fund for carrying it into execution, 43 5,000 
dollars, the annual amount of duties eſtabliſhed 
to ſupport this ſingle ſquadron in reſpect to New 
Spain; which revenue, the ſame miniſter gave 
aſſurance, would be conſiderably augmented, if 
the confuſion and diſorder in the adminiſtration 
25 8 wr g of 
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of 1 ſhould be corrected, and which I .underſtand 
ſtill continues the ſame. Beſides the giving en- 
couragement to the building of ſhips, it would be 
convenient, by all means practicable, to facilitate 
the tranſport of all ſorts of wood from thoſe parts 
into Spain, that, having them laid up in the ma- 
gazines, they might ſerve for careening, and 
other purpoſes, which the ſhips of the navy ſtand 
in need of. This might be done without great 
trouble, by taking advantage of the return of the 
flotas, galeons, azogue ſhips, &c. that, when 
they come back again to theſe kingdoms, they 
may bring a ſmall cargo. 


CHAP. LXXIII. 


The convenience and abſolute neceſſity of having | 
guarda-coftas flationed on the Spaniſh coaſts, 
- fo keep them clear of corſairs, to protect the 
bome trade, and facilitate the tranſport of 
troops, artillery, flores, proviſions, and other ne- 
ceſſaries, both for the land and ſea ſervice. The 


very heavy and affecting loſſes we ſuffer for 
want of ſuch @ proviſion. 


PAIN has at various times purpoſely fitted 
0 out men of war to guard her coaſt, and in 
particular that of Andaluſia, from Cape St. Vin- 
cent to the ſtraits of Gibraltar, which the Cor- 
fairs of Salle, Algiers, and others: from Barbary, 

more frequently infeſt, and dare to inſult. _ 
Such a proviſion, may not only contribute very 
much to reſtrain them from invading, and com- 
mitting all ſorts of hoſtilities and depredations 
aſhore, making priſoners, and dragging into cap- 
tivity many. of the. nbabitangs of both ſexes ; but 
4 would 


| 4 would alſo ſerve to convoy and protect the Spaniſh 
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veſſels, that either carry on, or ought to carry on 
the traffick of their own fruits and commodities, 


at leaſt upon their own ſeas, without being ex- 
poſed to be hurried away captive, and ſuffer all 
the wretchedneſs, that uſually attends ſuch a miſ- 


fortune ; and with this additional mortification, 


that we are obliged to remit thoſe large ſums of 
money, which we ſend from time to time to 


Africa for their redemption, and -which enable 


' thoſe barbarians to encreaſe their power at ſea, 


and do us ſtill greater injuries. Theſe and ſuch 


| like reflections were without all queſtion the pi- 


ous thoughts of his majeſty, when he lately iſſued 


cut an order to his ſquadrons, to put to ſea in 
purſuit of them, eſpecially of the Algerines ; 
which they did accordingly, and lying off their 


port, kept them in, and, as it were, cloſe blocked 


up for many days. But as our coaſt is fo very ex- 
tenſive in both ſeas, and they can fally out of 
their numerous ports, Tangier, Tetuan, Mazal- 
quivir, Algiers, Port Farina, Tuniz, Salle, Tri- 
poli, and others, and in a few hours be upon our 
coaſt, and commit depredations in ſeveral parts 
remote from each other, it would ſcarce be poſſi- 
ble for our ſquadrons, though they were ſtation- 
cd in fight of two or three of their ports, to pre- 
vent their coming out, or ſufficiently protect our 
Whole coaſt; for ſo much of it, as lies between 
Ayamonte and Roſellon, alone extends, as I have 
ſaid elſewhere, above 300 leagues. 


Upon theſe conſiderations I ſhould eſteem it 


- prudent, to have always ſtationed upon that part 
of the coaſt in the ocean, which lies between 
Ayamonte and the Straits, two frigates, and the 
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beſt ſailors in the navy; or rather a ſhip. of 50, 
or 54 guns, and one frigate, without ever being 
ſuffered to go off the ſtation, except it be on very 
particular occaſions, when, for their greater ſe- 
curity, it ſhould be proper for them to eſcort the 
flotas and galeons, as well as the regiſter and ad- 
vice ſhips, as far as the Canaries, or the like diſ- 
tance, by way of additional reinforcement to the 
convoy, that regularly attends the flotas through- 
out their whole voyage. 

The fame ſhips, at the akon: we expect an 
India fleet, will, by ſtretching as far as Cape St. 

Vincent, or beyond it, be alſo a means to protect 
and bring them ſafe into port. Moreover, at ſuch 
times, as it ſhall be expedient to diſpatch inſtant- 
ly an advice ſhip to meet and carry inſtructions 
to the galeons and flotas (a thing that often hap- 
pens) to inform them, what precautions to take, 
and what courſe to ſteer, in order to get ſafe in- 
to Spain, according as the accidents of war, or 
any ſudden emergencies ſhall make neceſſary, and 
they would always be in readineſs, and at hand 
on theſe and other urgent occaſions. 

They will alſo be of ſervice in keeping open 
the communication between Spain and Ceuta; 
for by lying weſtward, they will inſure a paſſage 
for the tranſports with ſoldiers, ſtores, and pro- 

viſions for that fortreſs, eſpecially when a wel- 
terly wind, which blows very frequently, makes 
the paſſage very difficult to the ſhips at Malaga, 
that are e ready to put to ſea for this 
purp pofe. a 
dince the part moſt infeſted by corſairs 1s the 
5 very canal, or ſtraits of Gibraltar, both as they 
2 ele r! it the en cruiſe for picking up prizes, 


and 


„and they muſt paſs through it out of the Medi- 


5 terranean into the ocean, and back again, it will 
* not be amiſs for this little ſquadron, which is to 
= c.ruizè conſtantly upon the ſaid coaſt, to penetrate, 
© into the ſtraits as far as Algecira at leaſt, which 
- ___ town is now reviving ; nay farther, as often as it 
— hall be found neceſſary, from the intelligence 
& they ſhall have had of any corſairs and pirates that 
— hall have gone thereabouts; but inviolably to ob- 
5 ſerve their inſtructions, which ſhould be to return 
n immediately into the ocean, where is to be their 
t. principal ſtation, and main charge. 5 
Gi Nor is it leſs important to uſe the like precau- 
* tions upon the coaſt of the Mediterranean, which 
t- extends from the ſtraits of Gibraltar to Barcelona 
E and Roſas; being ſenſible, that the greateſt de- 
- predations the infidels commit againſt us, is by 
e, barks and other ſmall craft, that pick up our 
mY _ coaſting veſſels, Nor is the miſchief, which I 
rr mentioned they did us by landing and plundering 
d our coaſt, as great as this. To guard againſt both 
d theſe inconveniencies, we ſhould, I think, employ 
two ſeveral proviſions at the ſame time, the one 
un is, to have a recourſe to the aſſiſtance of gal- 
iz leys, and the other, to that of men of war and fri- 
ge ates, 
) I be ſervice to be done by the galleys might 
l- be this, During the whole ſummer, from the be- 
es  ginning of April to the end of October, the ſix 
a, we now have ſhould be upon a cruize, divided 
us into three ſquadrons, two of them ſtationed to 
ſcour the coaſt from Tarifa, or Algecira, ta 
ne Almeria; other two from Almeria, as far as 
7 Denia, and the remaining two ſhips between 
0 Denia and Barcelona, ſometimes ſtretching even 
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as far as Roſas and Majorca, As ſoon as we 
have more galleys, two may uſefully be ſtationed 
off that iſland and Ibiza, to cruize during the 
whole ſummer, and ſcour both their coaſts; and 
in caſe we build the fix galeots, I recommended 
elſewhere, and the charge of building and main- 
taining them is but a trifle, theſe may be diſtri- 
buted in ſeveral ports of the Mediterranean, to 
cruize alſo upon the coaſts neareſt to the Moors, 
from whence they uſe to ſalley out with many 
ſmall veſſels, that generally have oars. The ga- 
leots are of equal ſervice againſt theſe with the 
very galleys. 
But theſe precautions are ſtill inſufficient for 
the protection of our navigation in the Mediter- 
ranean, eſpecially at the ſeaſon of the year, when 
our galleys, without evident danger, cannot keep 
the ſeat, therefore J judge it alſo very convenient, 
and recommend for a ſecond proviſion, that 
with the ſame view a ſquadron be ſtationed in the 
port of Carthagena, conſiſting at leaſt of two 60 
gun ſhips, and two frigates of 5o guns, manned 
in the kingdoms of Valencia and Murcia, that be- 
ing well ke with maſting, ſtores, and ma- 
gazines, they may fail upon a cruize from the 
beginning of November, to the end ef March, 
or during the whole winter. For the Algerines, 
at this ſeaſon of the year, are more at ſea than at 
any other time, preſuming that our galleys are 
laid up in port; and as they have ſhips of 54 guns, 
and by their long practice of piracy, have been 
improved in their manner of building, as well 
as ebrin their ſhips of war, it will be proper 
for us to 1 theſe four ſhips of that force. Nor 
L then are any. to 5 officiouſly in ſearch af- 
ter 
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ter them, for fear of putting the reputation of his 
majeſty's arms to a hazard. 


Of the ſaid four men of war, at the time they 


ſhould put to ſea, a ſhip of the line and a frigate 


ought to ſai] out of Carthagena, to ſcour the coaſt, 
as far as Barcelona, and the other ſhip of the line 
and frigate ought to cruize weſtward, as far as. 
Cadiz and San Lucar. 

As the main uſe and deſignation of theſe two 
little ſquadrons is to convoy our trading ſhips, 
advice boats ought to be ſent to them from time 
to time, with neceſſary inſtructions to inform 
them of what diſpoſitions ſhall have been made in 
this reſpect, that the faid ſhips may be joined at 
ſeaſonable and ſtated times, waiting in the ports 
of Carthagena, Almeria, Malaga, and Cadiz, in 


order that the two men of war, cruizing between 
Carthagena and the ocean, may collect them to- 


gether, and convoy them to their reſpective ports, 


ſtretching as far as San Lucar, and repeating the 


ſame at their return to ſuch as they ſhall meet 
with, either in the ſame ports, or along the reſt 
of the coaſt, convoying them ſafe to the ports 


they were bound to, not only as far as Cartha- 


gena, where the ſquadron put to ſea, but even 
to Barcelona, or Roſas. 
Other veſſels that ſhould be ready to fail 10 | 


ward, may be joined and rendezvous at Cathagena, 


Alicant, Denia, Peniſcola, and Alfaques, for 
whoſe convoy ſhall put to ſea at Carthagena the 
other ſhip of the line and frigate, which ſhall | 


proceed as Fe as Barcelona, leaving them ſafe in 


the ſeveral ports they were bound to; and after 


a ſtay of ſome few days in that port, they ſhall 
return to their cruiſe, from thence to Cadiz and 
5 C3 San 
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San Lucar, collecting together, and taking under 
their protection all the trade they ſhall find in any 
of the ſaid ports, and ready to ſail weſtward; 


and at their arrival at San Lucar, they ſhall do 


the ſame thing as far as Barcelona, each of thoſe 
little ſquadrons conſtantly repeating the fame mo- 
tions. But above all, the inſtructions ought to be 
made very preciſe and clear, preſcribing rules to 
"be obſerved, both by the men of war, and the 
trade; and among other things eſpecial care is to 
be taken, that the two ſquadrons be ſo conduct- 
ed in their cruiſes, as never to join or ſteer the 
ſame courſe at the ſame time, but that, while 
one fails eaſtward, the other may go weſt.” For 
though ſometimes bad weather may diſconcert all 
our precautions, it will not be difficult to reco- 
ver their old ſtation or diſpoſition, though they 
ſhould be detained ſome days in ſuch i port © or ports 
as ſhall be thought beſt. 
As to the other ſquadron of galleys aha" ga- 
leots, very particular inſtructions ought alſo to 
be drawn up for their direction, that they may 
cruiſe, not only within the very limits, and in 
the ſtation aſſigned them, but alſo convoy and 
Protect our trade. 

All theſe precautions ſeem to be very aſeful and 
-indiſpenſib e, if we attentively confider the ſitu- 
'ation of that. coaſt. It extends above 300 leagues, 
and part of it is in the fight of, and thereſt not far 
diſtant from thoſe 2 who are always 
obſtinate enemies of the crown and of chriſten- 
dom, 5 

It is not my intention, thit each of theſe lit- 
tle ſquadrons, which are to fail from Carthagena, 


te abſolutely confined to a diſtin& and ſeparate 
portion 
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portion of the coaſt, and upon Which they are 
only to cruiſe, and be a convoy for the above 
coaſters, ſo that one of them be preciſely limited 
to a cruize between Carthagena, Cadiz, and San 
Lucar; and the other between Carthagena and Bar- 
celona, and upon no account go off their ſtation;as4t 
is to be confidered, that there will be often ſhipped 
on board theſe men of war and frigates, artillery, 
carriages, planking, i iron, arms, gunpowder, ball, 
bombs, and other ſtores, as alſo alquitran, tar, 
rigging, ſail-eloth, hemp, timber, and other ne- 
 ceflaries for the marine, netic out of the 
ocean, in the ports of Andaluſia, for Malaga, Car- 
thagena, Alicant, Barcelona, Roſas, Majorca, and 
elſewhere; at other times, in ſome of theſe ports, 
for others, that are alſo in the Mediterranean, as 
well as thoſe in the ocean; according as any of 
the fortreſſes, or provinces ſhall ſtand in need of 
the aſſiſtance and ſupport of the reſt ; but that 
the (aid ſhips and frigates tranſporting theſe com- 
modities be allowed to proceed with them to the 
reſpective ports, they are bound to, without un- 
loading any where, and have the liberty of tra- 
verſing the whole coaſt, without being confined 
to this, or any other intermediate port, where they 
are to ſtop, and fail back again, in order to pre- 
vent the great trouble and expence that muſt at- 
tend the landing of the goods, and afterwards 
Putting them on board other veſſels, thus remov- 
ing them from one ſhip to another; as it muſt be 
the caſe, if, for inſtance, they were to ſail from 
Andaluſia, with ſtores and other goods, bound 
for the kingdoms of Valencia and Catalonia, and 
they could not proceed farther than Carthageaa, 
or a0 other intermediate port; or if a like reſ- 
ö C 4 traint 
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traint were to be laid upon thoſe that ſail from 
Barcelona, ] Tortoſa, Alicant, and other ports with 
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goods for Carthagena, Malaga, Ceuta, Cadiz, or 


other ports of Andaluſia. This would occaſion 


alſo great delays and damage to the om 


ties. 


As the Lönddetee revenue of tobacco is mo- 
nopolized to the uſe of the king's finances, large 


quantities of it, by the ſame channel, might alſo 


be conveyed ſafe to the places where it ſhould be 
wanted, and without any charge to the treaſury, 
or bar to the attack, or defence of the cruiſing 
men of war, either from this ſort of loading, or 


the other commodities I propoſed. For artillery, 


ball, bombs, and moſt of the other. ſtores for 
war, on account of their ſtowing cloſe, and tak- 
ing up little ſpace in proportion to their weight, 


would ſerve for balaſt inſtead of the ſtones or 
ſand, they would otherwiſe be obliged: to take in 
for want of them, eſpecially if we lay ball, grapee 
ſhot, granades, and iron work at the bottom, in 


order to have the hold regularly ſtowed, and the 


lower tier of guns clear of all incumbrance, in caſe 
it be neceſſary to make uſe of them, By managing 


this way, it cannot be objected that they take up 


the whole ſhip: for there will remain ſufficient 
ſtowage for the tobacco and other things, it (hall 


be neceſſary to ſhip on board them, if we tranſ- 
port, at two of three trips, what could not Withe | 


out inconvenience be done at one. 
By theſe very men of war we ſhould allo ſe- 


cure a communication with the African gariſons, 


in order both to convey them ſupplies of men, 
ſtores and proyiſion, and, tranſport any number. of 


nach that OY, be. e to exchange theſe 


gariſons, 


A . /,, 


— 


E es 


ef COMMERCE, c. ug 
garriſons, and thoſe of Majorca and Ibiza; be- 


ſides their being a protection to tranſports, that 


might alſo be employed on ſuch occaſions; and 


vet in theſe ſhort trips the men of war would 


not be any conſiderable time abſent from the 
Spaniſh coaſt. For though ſome of them go off 
for a few days, we may imagine that their ſta- 


tion in the Mediterranean, where they generally 


* 


cruiſe, will be ſome caution and terror to cor- 


air. . 
I eſteem it alſo a piece of neceſſary prudence 


to provide for the ſecurity of our coaſting trade 


between the ports of Andaluſia, and thoſe of Ga- 
licia, the Aſturias, the four towns upon the coaſt, 


and Cantabria. For this ſervice orders might be 
given for two frigates, or rather a ſhip of the line, 


and one frigate, to make two or three trips year- 
ly from Cadiz, to the Paſſages in Guipuzcoa, and 


touch at Liſbon, and the principal ports of the 


ſaid provinces, both going and coming; in or- 
der to ſcour thoſe ſeas of corſairs, that uſe to ad- 
vance to the very coaſt of Galicia, and even far- 
her, committing hoſtilities aſhore; and alſo 
to protect our own trade. His majeſty would at 
the ſame time have an opportunity of tranſport- 
ing ſafe, and without charge, in theſe two ſhips, 
greatquantities of arms, iron work, nails, pioneers 


tools, and other commodities made in Canta- 


Þria, as alſo iron cannon, cannon ball, bombs, 
E and other military ſtores, that are caſt 


in the founderies of Lierganes and Cavada, near 


Santander, from whence there is frequent occa- 
ſion to convey them to the ports of Andaluſia; 


and alſo at other times tranſport the ſtores, both 


for the ſea and land ſervice, manufactured in Na- 


4 1 varre. 
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varre. From Andaluſia may be afterwards dif. 
tributed what is not expended there, among the 
ports of the Mediterranean, and the gariſons of 
Africa, where there is great conſumption of theſe 


articles, and alfo to the Indies; as the generality 


of theſe ſtores would alſo ſerve for balaſt, with- 
Out taking up any of the principal ſtowage. 


At the time theſe men of war are alſo cruiſing 
from Andaluſia to Galicia, and other parts of 
that coaſt, his majeſty's tobacco, and the ſalt con- 


fumed in Galicia, may be alſo ſhipped at Cadiz, 
in order to prevent the damage we ſuſtain by pur- 


chaſing it of the Portugueſe and French, and 
paying them alſo for the freight of it, becauſe they 
import it in their own his. 


It ſeems alſo very prudent for this little ſqua- 


dron to touch at Liſbon both going and coming, 


in order to convoy the Spaniſh ſhips that might 
be carrying goods and fruits to market in that 


kingdom, either exporting them from the fide of 
Andaluſia, or. that of Galicia, the Aſturias, and 


Cantabria, a traffick that cannot fail of being very 
advantageous, both to the mutual commerce be- 
tween thoſe provinces of. his majeſty, and that with 
Portugal, Theſe benefits foreigners now enjoy, 


as there are very few of our awn ſhips that have 


courage to double the capes of St. Vincent and Fi- 


niſter, and paſs along the coaſt of Portugal, for 


fear of the corſairs. But theſe obſtructions may 


be removed, and our navigation enlarged by 
means of this fleet; and as ſoon as ſuch a guard 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the coaſt, and the mea- 

ſure I have recommended be put in execution, 
his majeſty's ſubjects will reap the benefit of the 
ſaid commerce; for we muſt be- ſenſible, gs at 4 
OOTY. th 
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this time foreign ſhips freight moſt. part of the 
goods which merchants uſually ſhip from Canta- 
ria to Cadiz, and other ports of Andaluſia, eſ- 
pecially iron, and iron work, of which there is 
a large traffick by ſea, both to ſupply the con- 
ſumption of the ſeveral maritime provinces of 
Spain, and for the Indies; whither there never 
ails a flota, galeons, azogue, or any other ſhips, 
that does not carry for balaſt bar, or wrought iron; 
and it appears, that in the ſingle flota of the 
year 1720, there was ſhipped for New Spain 
39878 quintals of this commodity, and the prin- 
cipal part of it came from Biſcaya and Gui- 


ON af 
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_ Other advantages reſulting from the guarda- 


1 coftas, to the improvement of commerce, encou- 
1 ' ragement of fiſheries, and increaſe of the num- 
ber of mariners; à convenient and ſafe*way to 
collect the ſailors together, and convey them to 
Y proper places; the importance of relieving from 
time to time the crews of theſe cruiſing ſhips ; 
® that the cruiſers, and thoſe that go to India, 
be double officered ; the neceſſity of a regiſter for 
* ſatlors in their reſpeet ive provinces, and the pri- 
:  wileges they ought to enjoy, 

* A Sit is alſo known, that the Andaluſias, 
where the men of war, and the convoys 


for the India trade are fitted out, cannot furniſh 
da ſufficient number of hands for both, it is found 
4 neceſſary, when a fleet is put into commiſſion, to 
+ collect together, and fetch many ſailors both from 


at I'Cantabria, the Aſturias and Galicia, and alſo from 
js $ Catalonia, 
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Catalonia, Valencia, and Murcia. Theſe cruiſing 
| ſhips and frigates would then be of uſe in tranſ- 
porting theſe ſailors to the place of rendezvous, 
as. ſome might be put on board them, and the 
reſt go in tranſport ſhips, failing under their con- 
voy, juſt as the number of mariners ſhould hap- 
pen to be more or leſs. And ſuch an eſtabliſh- 
ment would be a great relief to the failors, both 
when they are going into the ſervice, and when, 
after an expedition, or at the end of their voyage, 
they are diſcharged, and are to return home, For 
by our not having ſuch a convenience for them, 
thay are obliged to walk ſometimes 150, or 200 
leagues from their own home to Cadiz, and as 
much at their return back, for moſt part in win- 
ter time, deſtroying their health, and ſpending 


the little they had ſaved at ſea, or received for their w 


wages. And by theſe fatigues they are uſually 
haraſſed ſo much, that. at another time, when it 


is neceſſary to have them for a freſh expedition, W 


many abandon their houſes and places of reſidence, 
and become vagabonds, or engage in other occu- 
pations, that they may not be ſubject to the like 


fatigue and miſeries. It is moreover my opini- *t 
on, that as Carthagena is the part propoſed to En 
winter the two men of war and two frigates, that 
are to cruize in the Mediterranean, and protect & 


our commerce there, it might be ſo ordered, that 


the two men of war which are to be ſtationed, . 
and do the ſame between Andaluſia and Cantabria, 3 


ſhould be laid up in winter at Ferrol, where they 


would be ready, both to raiſe expeditiouſly their R 
compliment of hands from Galicia, the Aſturias, In. 
Biſcaya and Guipuzcoa, as alſo tranſport to An- IK 
daluſia ſuch: a8 had entered into the ſervice, and F 

ty afterwards ? 
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afterwards bring them back near to their place of 
abode, with the help of tranſports in the caſes of 

neceſſity already pointed out. For the ſame rea- 
fon it would be alſo very convenient, whenever 
we have a numerous fleet, that ſeven or eight men 
of war ſhould alſo be laid up at Ferrol in winter, 
as it is a ſafe port, and capable of receiving them, 
and thus they would be eaſily provided with ſuf- 
ficient hands, by recruiting in Galicia, the Aſtu- 
tias, the four towns, and Cantabria. _ * 
It will be very prudent to ſhift or change the 
crews of the men of war and frigates, that 
) ſhall be ſtationed on the above coaſt, relieving 
them from time to time with freſh ſeamen and 
marines; and while there are officers that live 
idle and inactive in port, (as it is now the caſe) 
who receive pay, and do nothing for it; either 
becauſe we have few ſhips; or a great many, and 
no employment found for ſome of them, and 
which are laid up, let double officers be ordered 
on board the faid guarda-coltas, as alſo the men 
of war, that ſhall convoy the flotas and galeons, 
or be upon any other ſervice, as has been ſome- 
times done, and without adding to the pay, they 
enjoyed, while they were aſhore, providing on- 
ly, that the admiral entertain them at his own. 
fable, as he does thoſe that are in commiſſion, 
being allowed a gratuity for it, which on this 
account ought to be augmented in proportion. 
By thefe two proviſions, his majeſty would find 
an increaſe of ſeamen and marines, made ſkilful 
By conſtant exerciſe, for manning his fleets, or 
making ſuch augmentations in the marine as are 
geceſſary in times of war, or other preſſing emer- 
Fncies, while a numerous fleet would be of lit- 
9 tle 
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of good officers, manned with able ſeamen, and 
ſuch as are inured to the fatigues and dangers of 
the ſervice. It is certain, that 20 ſhips of the 
line, under good commanders and able hands, 
will do more than 40 manned with raw and un- 
perienced ſeamen. Hence it behoves us to em- 
ploy great vigilance in breeding up, many good 
officers, both ſailors and marines, and that the 
reſt of the crew, however inferior in degree, be 
_ duly exerciſed in their ſeveral functions. For a 

_ diſappointment in an undertaking, and ſometimes 


the loſs of a ſhip and all its crew, will be occa- 
fioned by one ignorant perſon. Upon theſe con- 


fiderations, we ought not to ſcruple an extraordi- 
nary charge of a hundred,or two hundred thoufand 
_ crowns yearly, by having double officers, and 
forming other diſpoſitions tending to their im- 
provement in theory and practice, and every 
thing that conduces to render them more capa- 


ble of their duty, and to promote the ſucceſs of 


his majeſty's arms. For it is notorions, that the 
{kill of an admiral or commodore has ſometimes 


been the means of ſaving a fleet or ſquadron, 


worth millions of dollars, beſides the many thou- 
ape lives that were on board. 
'We mult alſo imagine, as the navigation of the 


« nafila-eoſtas, | who very ſeldom muſt quit the 


- Spaniſh "ſeas, is fo frequent and near home, that 
many of our youth will take a liking to it, and 


enter [themſelves without force, nay rather o 


choice, to ſerve on board them, and that it wil 


| become a ſeminary, or conſtant ſchool to bret 4 
1 1kilful mariners, and a very fine opportunity, # 
nn will be inſenfbly accuſtomed to this ſer. F 
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vice, and afterward no doubt readily embark in 
long voyages. This will be a very eaſy and na- 

* tural ſtep towards ſupplying his majeſty with ma- 
ny good officers and ſeamen for his fleet, and the 
navigation of the Indies; but more eſpecially en- 
able him to make thoſe augmentations in his ma- 
tine, which wars and other preſſing emergencies 
oblige him to. If moſt of the natives of Holland 
e are attached to the ſea ſervice, ſkilful in it, and 
reſolute enough to engage in extenſive and dan- 
2 gerous voyages, it muſt be owned, that theſe ad- 
3 vantages aroſe from the very ſame fountain, that 
of early accuſtoming their youth to the oar and 
. the fail, many of them making a beginning at 
j. ſeven or eight years old, as J have ſeen myſelf; 
d land it proceeds from this, that they are frequent- 
jd ly obliged to paſs over waters for the ordinary 
1. ſupplies and neceſſaries of a family, not only 
ry from one city to another, but alſo very often 
a. from village to village. This is the caſe in moſt 
of Jof thoſe provinces, and they do it ſometimes in 
he + very ſmall veſſels, at other times in middling and 
large ones, according to the quality of the ca- 
nals, the largeneſs of the river, or the extent of 
u- » the bays, that interrupt and divide its territory in- 
to various branches. 
I confeſs the fituation of Spain, as it is very 
2 different from that of Holland, does not afford a 
like convenience for initiating and accuſtoming 
our youth to navigation, But it is notorious, 
that if there are not in the inland parts of this 
kingdom waters and conveniencies of the like 
kind, Spain poſſeſſes other advantages miniſte- 
rial to the ſame end, which Holland is deſtitute 
of; I mean, that as the coaſt of Holland extends 
155 | = 
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but 40, that of Spain exceeds 500 leagues; and 
the navigation muſt be very confiderable upon fo 
wide a coaſt, both from the frequent traffick be- 
tween port and port, and the numerous fiſhing 
veſſels, that will be employed, as ſoon as the 
propoſed guarda-coſtas ſhall afford the protection 


they ſtand in need of, and for want of which 


ſupport, they are now very inconſiderable in 


number. But ſuppoſe there be ſuch a difference 


in the ſituation and quality of the two countries, 
that we cannot expect to ſucceed equally from 


an imitation of them, it would be a piece of 
great imprudence to neglect to embrace the ad- 
vantages the conſtitution of our country favours | 
us with, and which we may poſſeſs, if it be not 


our own fault. For if by theſe meaſures we ſe- 


cure the navigation of the coaſt, it is a certain 


conſequence, that this branch of commerce, viz. 
the coaſting trade will be conſiderably advanced, 
and by that means we breed more ſailors, and 
his majeſty's ſubjects will be encouraged to build 


and fit out many more and larger veſſels, not 


barely from the ſecurity they will then have of 
going to ſea, without being expoſed to the ha- 


zard and dread of flavery ; but as they will be no 
longer in ſuch a danger, they can fail with a fe- 
of the numerous hands, they are now obliged to 


ſhip by way of caution againſt it; though very 


often inſufficient for their protection. A natural 
conſequence of this will be, that they can bring 


to market at an eaſier rate the commodities and 
fruits, which they ſhall ſhip upon freight, or on 
their own account: a very eſſential ſtep towards 


the advancement and preſervation of commerce, 


and d the Hollanders make it their ſheet anchor, up- 
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on account of the great emoluments they derive 


From it, far beyond all other nations. Thus we 
| ſhall carry a grand point; his majeſty's ſubjects 


will enjoy moſt part of this traffick, which at 
preſent the French, Engliſh, and others poſ- 
ſeſs; and it is owing to the ſecurity, which trea- 
ties of peace with the Turks, Algerines, and other 
| Barbary pirates afford the ſhipping under their co- 
| lours, and the advantage they have over us in 


freights; being upon this very account able to 
fail with fewer hands, than we dare to do. And 


as by the protection of guarda-coſtas, which have 


been recommended, there will be more fiſheries 


in the Spaniſh ſeas, the number of ſailors will alſo 


be conſiderably augmented, boys, and grown per- 


ſons eaſily and naturally failing into this em- 
ployment, which is near home; and we muſt 
imagine, that when it is once grown familiar to 
them, they will ſhew no reluctance, or make a dif- 
ficulty of ſerving in the fleet, or entering them- 
ſelves for a diſtant navigation. — 

From this increaſe of fiſhermen will reſult an- 
other very conliderable benetit to the whole 
kingdom of Spain. The fiſheries carried on by 


his majeſty's ſubjects in our own and other ſeas, 


when they once begin to flouriſh, will ſupply 
us with molt part of this kind of food, eſpecial- 
ly if ſome indulgence be made them in the price of 
ſalt, and this important branch of trade be encou- 
raged in ſome other articles, that ſhall be ſpecifi- 
ed hereafter. For the moment it ſhall be im- 
proved, and enlarged, we ſhall reduce the impor- 
tation and conſumption of bacalao, and other falt 
filh, by means of which, foreigners drain us of 
millions, as I have already intimated in former 

Vor, II. D chapters, 
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14 The Trrory and PRACTICE 
chapters, and ſhall explain more at large here- 


after, 

When our ſeafaring people are thus conſidera- 
bly augmented, as it is reaſonable to expect they 
mit be, by putting in execution the above pro- 


ject, it will be a very uſeful meaſure, if the com- 
miffioners, who reſide in the provinces upon the 


ſea coaſt, are to draw a lift of the mariners, 
that ſhall be found in each of them, ſpecifying 
their family and age, the time and place they 
have been in the ſervice, and other circumſtances 
that ſhall be recollected as proper, and are prac- 
tiſed in other kingdoms, particularly in France, 


in order to have always an account of their num- 


ber, that may be depended upon, and of the 
provinces they belong to, which is a very impor- 
tant and neceſſary ſtep towards making proper 
regulations, and prudently executing any proviſion 
whatſoever in the ſea ſervice. For without it, 
we ſhould act blindfold in an affair, that can ſo 
much affect the preſervation and glory of the mo- 


narchy; but when we have this previous and cer- 


tain information from regiſters, his majeſty will 
be enabled readily to draw out what numbers he 


ſhall want to man a fleet upon any emergence. 


And we are alſo to obſerve this rule of taking 
them alternately, or in turn, fo that thoſe, 
who have been upon an expedition, or made a 


voyage in his majeſty's ſhips, be not obliged to 


go abroad again, till the reſt, that were left at 
home, ſhould have allo been upon another expe- 
dition or voyage. Moreover, it will be very 
reaſonable, after they have ſerved his majeſty two 
or three years, to let them enjoy ſome privi- 
leges, ſuch as an exemption from quartering ſoldi- 
ule de ers, 


* 


ers, and certain troubleſome offices, as Lewis XIV; 
did which are indulgencies, that are no burden up- 
on the royal revenue, and they, who in the ſervice 
of their king and country, expoſe themſelves to 
the great fatigues and dangers of the fea, have a 
juſt claim to them. Above all, it behoves us to 
pay punctually their whole wages, for the time 
they ſhall have ſerved. This is the main founda- 
tion of ſecurity and ſucceſs to our arms by ſea 
and land; and without it our labour and charge 
in all other proviſions for war, turn to no ac- 


count, and will be miſerably defeated. And con- 


= ſequently, diſcipline and good order relaxes, a 
military ſpirit degenerates, and diſappears, whence 
the monarchy becomes deſpiſed and infulted on 
all hands, as deſtitute of power, and incapable of 
- attacking others, or even defending itſelf, and 
. expoſed to great loſſes, and other grievous vexa- 
_ tions, 


CHAP, ry. 


What fort of ſhips are apprehended to be beſt for 


our commerce between Spain and the Indies, 
and alſo for convoys to the trade, 


OME perſons are of opinion, that the ſhips 


J for our commerce between Spain and the In- 


dies ought to be very large, pretending to found 
it upon the practice of other nations. But on 
this head it is obſervable, that the ordinary rules 
for merchant ſhips are very different from thoſe, 
that are practiſed, when we fit out and diſpatch 
a fleet, to favour the conqueſt of ſome powerful 
kingdom by an attack at ſea, or to engage ano- 
ther fleet, When the matter is reduced to this 


D 2 ſingle 
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ſingle conſideration, how to conduct ſafely and 
to advantage the trade between theſe kingdoms 


and America, it ſeems, as if the propoſal, that 


our ſhips be large, becauſe foreigners have 
theirs ſo, ought to be underſtood; as applicable 
to the convoys, or eſcorts, and the reſt of the 
rules purſued by other powers in their commerce 
and navigation to the Indies, where they poſſeſs 


ſeveral iſlands, and have an extenſive property. 


For if the ſcheme of large ſhips ſhould take place, 
with a view of providing conſtant convoys to 


protect the trade at all times, and be capable of 


facing the enemy's fleets or ſquadrons, all the 
profits of the trade would not be ſufficient for 


the expence. Therefore all compariſons, or ex- 
amples propoſed to our imitation, ought always 
to be underſtood, and taken from things of a ſi- 


milar nature or kind, ſuch as comparing the rules, 
or meaſures purſued in one branch of commerce 
to thoſe of another, and of one fleet with that of 


another fleet, And ſince the ſubject, we are now 


upon, regards only the management and ſecurity 


of trade, our buſineſs is to inquire, and ſhew how 


other nations, that are engaged, as well as we, in 
the navigation and the traflick of the Weſt Indies, 
diſpoſe and order theirs, ſuch as France, for in- 
ſtance, England, Portugal, and Holland, who, 
without any manner of queſtion, have much more 


enjoyment of them than we have, from their 
dexterity in managing the trade, and their fre- 


quent voyages; in which articles did, we know 
how to copy after them, this kingdom might be 


recovered out of its preſent ſtate of depopulation, 


and the extreme poverty it groans under, 
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It is well known, that their ſhips in the Wett- 
India trade are uſually from two to three hundred 


tons, as may be ſeen almoſt every day, and [ 


have been aſſuted of it by perſons, that have failed 
in their fleets, For though ſome oi them be five 
hundred tons, theſe are very few. ERS 
Their men of war to convoy the trade are uſu- 
ally from 40 to 50 guns, and ſeldom ſo large as 


a 60 gun ſhip. The number 1s one or two; on 


ſome very extraordinary occaſions three, and at 


other times none at all; it depends upon the acci- 
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dents of war, and whether there be more or leſs 
ſecurity or danger from an enemy in the ſeas they 
are to traverſe. However, they make frequent 


voyages to America in rich fleets, andſingle ſhips. 


The Portugueſe have certain ſhips of an ex- 
traordinary bulk, which they call Caraccas, and 
employ in the Eaft India trade; a navigation, 
that is much more dangerous and extenſive, 
than that of our flotas and galeons. But finding 
by experience the inconvenience of them, as well 
as the advantage of middling veſſels, they have 
begun to make a reform, and lay alide thoſe of a 
large built. | p 

In a treatiſe, that has been received with ap- 
probation, and was printed at Amſterdam in the 
year 1719, containing the rules for building and 
fitting out men of war and merchant ſhips, I find 


the following expreſſions: 


« It is certain, that in general, ſhips of a mid- 


e dling built and tonnage are eaſier managed at ſea, 


ce than ſuch as are very large. For the weight of 
ce the latter greatly retards their way, and they fre- 
« quently ſtrike in ſhallow water, and upon ſands, 
* and with great difficulty are got off again. This 
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&« uſually cauſes great inconveniencies, eſpecially 
« when a Levanter blows.” 

Some may perhaps reply, that our galeons and 
flotas, bringing greater treaſures, ought to be bet- 


ter protected. To this I anſwer; that if we only 


give the name of ours (as it ſeems moſt reaſona- 
ble) to what comes in them for the uſe of his 
majeſty, and his ſubjects, their fleets are richer 
than ours; for the whole of their cargo is for 


' themſelves ; whereas a fourth part of what we 


bring, does not belong to, neither is it enjoyed by 
us. Nay even this ſmall pittance, in a few days, 
or months at leaſt, after its arrival in Spain, is 


exported into foreign countries, France, England, 


Italy, and Holland in particular, and by theſe 
channels uſually circulate conſiderable quantities of 


it into the dominions of the Turks and Moors, 
as it has been already obſerved in other chapters; 


where I alſo ſhewed, what vaſt riches the Engliſh, 
Portugueſe and others annually bring home from 


the Weſt Indies; and my do it with very moderate 


convoys. 


If therefore thoſe nations, who beſt onderftand 
how to conduct a navigation and commerce, who 
enrich themſelves by it, and become powerful, 


do actually in this very trade to Weſt India make 
uſe of middling ſhips, as well for the trade as the 


convoys, it 1s not to be comprehended, how there 


can be any pretence for our ufing large ſhips in 
the very ſame trade, and departing from the tried 


rules, which the countries, that have ſucceeded 
in it, invite us to embrace. Eſpecially, as the 
laws and ſtatutes of the Indies ſpeak of the conſi- 
derable advantages which middling ſhips have 
over large ones, the inconvenience of which is 
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_ expreſſed 
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expreſſed] in the ſame laws, both in point of ſafe- 
ty and diſpatch, the convenience of traffick, go- 
ing in and out of port, and every other circum- 
Nance uſual in theſe diſtant voyages. To all 
which is to be added, that when we are at peace 
with the principal maritime powers of Eucope, 
(as we now are) we have nothing to fear, but 
from the attack of ſingle pyrates and corſairs ; 
and againſt theſe, two, three, or at moſt four 
men of war, from 50 to bo guns, are apprehend- 
ed to be a ſufficient protection, and it has been 
found ſo at ſuch times. Nor ſhould we con- 
found the rules for convoys, and other concerns 
of commerce in times of peace, with what is to 
be done in thoſe of war. Theſe ought always to 
be adjuſted to the accidental circumſtances of 
the times, and as our enemies have greater or 
leſs ability to attack and offend us by ſea; for we 
may happen to be at war with a very great pow- 
er, that has not any maritime force to alarm us, 
as England itſelf, though an iſland, had not 2 
fleet for many ages. The caſe of France was 
the ſame in the beginning of the reign Lewis XIV. 
Hence it is neceſſary to determine the convoy by 
the ſituation of the times, as it is peace or war; 
and even in time of war, it is always to be regu- 
lated by the power, the adverſary ſhall have to an- 
noy us by ſea, by attacking our flotas and gale- 


ons; and diſpoſitions muſt accordingly be made 
and put in execution, availing ourſelves of the 
[ other large ſhips of the fleet, and reinforcing the 
3 guard upon the coaſt of Spain, at their going out 
and coming in, or during the whole voyage, as 


pages; ſhall require. For upon ſome occaſions 


4 an additional man of war ſuffices; at another 


D 4 time 
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time a large ſquadron will be neceſſary, nay 
ſometimes this will be inſufficient, as it was found 
to be the caſe of the powerful French ſquadron, 


that was convoying a very rich Spanith fiota in 


the year 1702; it was obliged to quit its courſe 
to Andaluſia, whither it was bound, and was de- 
feated at Vigo, as is well known, and till la- 
mented, It is one thing to ſubmit to neceſlity, 
which leaves no choice, and oppoſe danger, ac- 
cording as it is greater or leſs, and another thing, 


to conſider of, and make the beſt proviſions we 


are able, in order to put them in execution, when 


no extraordinary and irrefiſtable accidents prevent 


us; which is the very point I am labouring at. 
And in this caſe, we ought, in my opinion, to 
imitate, as far as we can, the practice of other 


nations under the like circumſtances, and who 


underſtand it better; for it is ſcarce poſſible to 
provide properly at any one time for all future 


contingencies from enemies; for the proviſion 
_ ought always to be adequate to the nature and 


quality of our ſituation. All that can be done, 


and is convenient, is to apply the general max- 


im, which ſtate policy dictates, that his majeſty, 
as I have already mentioned elſewhere, always 
preſerve a due balance and proportion between 
his land and naval force, that commerce flouriſh, 
the treafary be clear of all incumbrances, and 
have ſomething in reſerve, and above all, while 


the people are eaſy and in high ſpirits, fo that 


the reputation of ſuch prudent government, and 
of this force in reſerve for our defence, and to do 
ourſelves juſtice, be alone ſufficient to protect his 
majeſty's flotas from violence, and his auguſt 
name, and royal flag, be reſpectable and ied: 
e 
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ed by all, and in all parts, But if we ſhould 


— 


make no ſuch proviſion, and for want of due pre- 


caution, the natural weakneſs of the monarchy 
ſhould invite, and determine our enemies to treat 


us with contempt, and commit hoſtilities upon 
ſpecious grounds and mere pretences, it would be 
a ſlight protection for us, to have two or three 
men of war, to convoy our trade, of 70 or 80 
guns, rather than thoſe of 50, 54 or 60 guns, 
which I think fitter for the ſervice. For, againſt 
two great ſhips, they could without any difficul- 
ty diſpatch four great ones, and againſt four fix, 
or eight of equal force, in order conſtantly to 
give law to us. As to what regards the leſſer dan- 
ger from pyrates and corſairs, which 1s to be 
flighted, enough has already been ſaid of the mea- 


ſures proper to be taken, 
Some alſo tell us, that our men of war cannot 


[ freely go in, and out of ports, where there is not 


a a conſiderable depth of water, as they draw more 


by not being flat-bottomed like the foreign ſhips, 
. eſpecially the Dutch. But if this nation has for 


Whole ages known, and {till knows how to ob- 


2 tain, by theſe flat bottomed veſſels, many vic- 


AW 


> tories and other advantages, and to carry on a na- 


vigation 1n all the four quarters of the world, and 


a a commerce more extenſive and gainful, than any 
bother republick, kingdom, or monarchy, traver{- 
ing the many ſeas, coaſts, bars, ports, and bays 


diſcovered by the bold and raſh ingenuity of man- 
kind: I do not know any particular reaſon, why 
we cannot carry on our commerce in ſhips of the 
like built, as it is more adequate and ſuitable to our 

beſt ports in Spain and the Indies. 
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It appears a remarkable piece of inconſiſtency, 
that at the time of building our ſhips, when 
peace makes our yards ſecure, it ſhould have al- 
molt always been an inducement to have them 
of a large built, under the plea of their making a 


better defence at ſea, and that when the time 


comes, that they are to ſail to the Indies, and put 
it in execution againſt enemies, as well as the 
elements, this very means of defence, that coſt 


us ſo dear, ſhould be forgotten and abandoned to 
ſo great a degree, that on fome occaſions they 


have ſailed fo very heavy, and deep laden with 
goods and fruits, as to be no more capable of de- 


tence, than an ordinary merchantman, and there- 


fore in danger of being made prize by any cor- 
{air or pyrate whatſoever, or to founder upon the 
firſt bad weather; a moſt injurious abuſe, anci- 
ently introduced by the avarice of commodores, 
and others, againſt all reaſon, diſcipline, orders, 


and law, tolerated and frequently repeated fince, 
from our unhappy and obſtinate miſmanagement 
in the grand affair of commerce. 


CHAP. LXXVI. 


An increaſe of charges; delays in fitting out fleets, 


and trading veſſels; the difficulty of providing 
hands, both for the ſhips of war, and the trade, 
and other inconveniencies we find from having 
his majeſty's fleet, and the merchant ſhips of the 
flotas and galeons together with their convoy, fit- 
ted out in the ſame ports, 


EVERAL inconveniencies are certain to at- 
tend our having men of war, merchantmen, 
and their convoys in the fame port, as it is now 
at 
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5. it Cadiz. The firſt is, that at the time of fitting 
-N but, they are a mutual injury to each other, par- 
. ticularly in reſpect to calkers, carpenters, and 
m Sther hands requiſite for careening, and repairs 
a 


pf every kind, all which are uſually done in win- 
Ie ter, and at the fame time; for regularly both the 
it men of war and Weſt-India trade go, or ought 
© to go out of port in the ſpring, much about the 
it fame time. Hence proceeds an advance of wa- 
o ges to the maſters, their ſervants, and workmen ; 
y and of the price of all ſorts of materials, and 
h Other things, to the prejudice of the revenue and 
= private traders ;- nay it uſually happens, that as 
there is not a ſufficient number of working hands, 
- and all the materials they want, it occaſions great 
delay in fitting out, and the loſs of the favoura- 
= dle opportunities, both for military expeditions 
> the diſpatch of the flotas, and the courſe of trade, 
„ which are conſequences more detrimental, that 
„even the extraordinary charges of fitting out and 
t victualling them. 5 
The ſecond inconvenience is, that as both the 
men of war and the trade are to be manned at 
the ſame time and place, the ſailors are to be 
> courted, and demand higher wages, as there are 


; 

> many perſons ſeeking after and inviting them; 
, and this increaſes the difficulty, as well as charge 
1 of manning the ſhips, and is often the reaſon, 
- — why it muſt be done by force and violence. From 


ſuch accidents it uſually happens alſo, that there. 
is greater delay in their fitting out and fail- 
lng. | 
- * The third is, that when the whole weight of 
„ _® fitting out the royal navy devolves upon one mi- 
1 niſter, at the ſame time that he has the charge 


of trade, the people are very numerous; and 


conſumption of proviſions, and other things; and 


44 The TRHEORT and PRACTICE 
of diſpatching, or receiving a flota, or galeons it 
ſeems morally impoſſible for him to attend, and 


and provide for both duties with that punctuality 
and expedition, that is requiſite for the ſervice 


of his majeſty, and the intereſt of the publick, 


however great the zeal, diligence, and abilities 
may be, which he ſhall manifeſt in the diſcharge 


of this office. And though a remedy ſhould be 
| attempted by appointing two miniſters, one for 


each employment, independent and inveſted 
with equal power in the ſame city and port; from 
ſuch a diſpoſition and equality there would ariſe 


a competition, and other embarraſments, that 
would retard the royal ſervice, and diſtreſs his 
majeſty. 


The fourth is, that where there is a great deal 
where theſe are very numerous, there is a great 


where the conſumption is great, the prices run 
very high. For as the neighbourhood cannot 
find them ſufficient ſupplies, it is neceſſary to 

fetch them from diſtant parts, ſo that by frequent 
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and repeated charges, both on account of carri- 


age, and the various hands they muſt paſs through, 
there will be a conſiderable advance in the prices, 
when they come to the place where they are to 


be ſold. This inconvenience uſually fall Fader A 
upon large cities, that are not in the centre, or 


neighbourhood of fruitful plains, an advantage, 


the city of Cadiz wants, by being ſituated upon 
the point of a ſandy promontory, and at a diſ- 
tance from fruitful lands, And though provi- 


ſions come thither by ſea, this will little avail ton 


wards preventing an augmentation in the prices, 
pM for 
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for reaſons that are apparent, eſpecially in reſpect 
to Cadiz, that is obliged to depend upon other 
Places and diſtant parts, even for her water, 
It is for this very reaſon, that his majeſty has 
been pleaſed to order the: ſoldiers of its gariſon 


the additional pay of a quarto per day to ena- 


fic them to bear the charge of carriage of ſuch ne- 


rien 


* Since then there muſt be an unavoidable ad- 
yance in the price of proviſions, lodgings, and 
Other articles at Cadiz, while the people are fo 
dumerous, and the trade is large, this 1s another 


_ diſadvantage to the royal revenue; for 1t raiſes 


the price of careening, and other repairs, and al- 


o of the vaſt quantity of ſtores for the ſhipping; 
at the ſame time that it very much diſtreſſes the 
officers and ſoldiers of the gariſon, as alſo the 


marines and ſeamen. Their pay, even though 
they receive it punctually, is never ſufficient to 
ſupport them with proper decency and conveni- 


ence; as it is certain that an officer can live bet- 
ter in ſeveral fortreſſes of Spain upon an income 
of 500 crowns, than in Cadiz upon a thouſand; 
and fo in proportion a ſoldier and failor; and on 
this account the royal revenue is obliged, either 
to bear the weight of making an augmentation 
to their pay, or ſuffer them to fink under want 
and neceſſity; excluſive of the other i 
already mentioned. 


That great prince, Lewis XIV, pofſeſſed many 


good ports in the ocean, moſt of them large, a- 
bounding Sh amen and other inhabitants; 
however, for a place to fit out, lay up, and win- 
ter the ſquadron for the ocean ſervice, he made 
choice of, and improved the harbour of Breſt, 
9 where 
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number of people. On this account, men «f 


to their maintenance, lodging, and other neceſſary 


be ſaid, that he had found at Breſt and Toulon 


his fleet, for he improved and changed them ſo 
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where there was very little trade, and no great "1 


war might be there fitted out with leſs difficult, 
and more expedition, a conſiderable ſaving made + 
in the purchaſe of materials, and other charges F 
occaſioned by a great fleet, and a great conveni. 41 
ence to its ofticers, marines, and failors, in reſpe4 


articles, | 1 
Though ſome men of war were alſo fitted out 
in the port of Rochfort, it was not ſo much with 
a view of laying them up there in the winter, 2 
to take advantage of its fine docks, and conve. © 
nient fituation for materials: here alſo is much 
leſs trade, than in any of the other cities upon that 
—__ ET 1 þ 
If we paſs to the Mediterranean; among others 
there are the two famous ports of Toulon 
and Marſeilles, fituated on the coaſt of Provence, 
a very fruitful country, diſtant from each other 
but eight or nine leagues, and they have equal 
advantages to recommend them to an inland, as 
well as foreign trade. However, we find, he fa- 7 
voured and made Marſeilles a mart for the Le- 
vant trade, &c. by the reſidence of a conſul, who 
is {till maintained in that city, and made choice 
of Toulon only, for a port to lay up, and fit out 
his ſecond naval ſquadron, keeping alſo the one 
ſeparate from the other, for the very reaſons he Þ 
had for employing it in the ocean. Nor could it 


ſpacious and ſafe ports, and made uſe of them for | 


much, by converting conſiderable tracts of land 
into ſea, and fea into land, and other vaſt works, 


4 _ > iſhed there, 


Par ports ends as perfect as we ſee them. And 
if thoſe cities be ſomewhat increaſed in number of 
inhabitants, it is not to be aſcribed to the natural 
effects and influence of commerce, or extraordi- 
nary encouragements, but only to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of many trades and artificers that were drawn 
tbither, either to work in the yards, or provide 
ſtores for the ſnipping; to the concourſe of admi- 
rals, officers, and other ſea- faring people; and to 
the millions of money, which, it is plain, muſt 
be expended on both accounts. For I heard 
Monſieur de Vauvre, intendant af that marine, 
tay himſelf at Toulon, that the regular pay of 


his maſter's naval armaments, during the war 


which ended at the peace of Reſwick, was 18 
millions of livres yearly; which according to the 
value of money at that time, is nine millions of 
of crowns vellon nearly. 


Though the French galleys were laid up i in 


winter, as they are at this time, in the port of 
Marſeilles, they did not ee e any conſidera- 
ble obſtruction to trade, both as the fitting of 
them out is a thing of no great labour or expence, 
and as moſt part of their hands conſiſt of crimi- 
nals condemned to them, and who live on board, 
upon the ſcanty and coarſe diet, known to every 
e Moreover, whilſt they are in port, it is 
1 cuſtomary for moſt of them to work conſtantly 
in the manufactories of rigging, and other naval 


Wanores for the uſe of the ſaid galleys, and the 
Fain of war, and upon ſeveral other fabricks eſta- 


Nor 
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thoſe that followed, during his long and happy 
reign, were n and agreeable to this max. 
im. It was his conſtant care to prevent com. 


great advantages his majeſty may reap, even in Þ 


ports, or ſeas, and which, by reaſon of their age, 
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Nor was it his only meaſure to keep his nav 
armaments ſeparate, and diſengaged from the 
concourſe, ſcarcity, and difficulties, trading town; 3 
are liable to, that he made choice of diſtin&. * 
ports, and at firſt ſettled other proviſions, but al 


merce from extending itſelf very much in thoſe 
places, which he had ſet apart for fitting out, and 
laying up his ſhips of war, at the ſame time that 
he cheriſhed it in other cities, as may be ſeen 
in the many edicts and ordinances, which are 4 
collected in their books, containing rules and 
proviſions made in favour of trade in that king- 
dom, 


© H A P. LXXVII 
The great and eſpecial benefits which his majeſt 


may have even from the men of war that ſhal, 
be of little ſervice, either upon account of their 
age, or other defects, by ſending them freight. 
ed to the Weſt Indies, and ordering them to be 
broken up there, in the manner, and for tht {| 


| _ that ſhall be explained. 7 
EFORE 1 put an end to theſe diſcourſe; 


upon a marine, I am to take notice of the 


circumſtances, that he is obliged to break up ſome 7 
of his ſhips of war which are in the Spanilh'J 


or other defect, would be of little ſervice, For 
would we but employ that prudent piece of co 
nomy, of letting one or two of them go their laſt 

voyage 
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vl 2 : 
0 voyage in every flota, hired upon freight by the 
n merchants for their goods and fruits, this happy 


conſequence would enſue, that the amount of the 


1 freight would not only pay for the outſet and 
py voyage, but alſo yield a conſiderable overplus to- 
. Wards replacing them with other new ſhips. 

m. Moreover, if the ſaid ſhips upon their arrival in 
of. he Weſt-Indies be broken up, as is uſually done 
nd Pith thoſe that ſail thither from Spain upon their 
bat Jaſt voyage, they might ſupply the men of war 


hich ſhall be built there, as well with rigging, 
and a ſuit of fails, as artillery, arms, ammuni- 
tion, and ſtores of war, fo that a new ſhip of the 
ſame rate would be armed with what was taken 
but of the old one. And if we do not avail our- 

Elves of this meaſure, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
for all theſe things to be ſent thither from Spain at 
a heavy charge, both on account of their weight 


8 ) Ind bulk; but by ordering things in the manner 
val gbovementioned, the royal revenue will fave ma- 


By large ſums that would be diſburſed for freight, 
in caſe they ſhall be ſhipped by the private trade, 
and if on board men of war, it will deprive them 
Of an amount of freight, equivalent to the ſtow- 
Age of the ſaid arms, ammunition, ſtores, &c. 
In like manner an advantage may be alſo made 
A all the bolts, pins, and other iron work which 
re of great value in thoſe parts, being the moſt _ 
hargeable materials in building ſhips. So that if 
peſe men of war be broken up carefully, and 
With good management, his majeſty will poſſeſs 
For mething very conſiderable towards the expence 
A the new ſhips, the old ones upon their laſt 
I; 10 Pyage being ſo very uſcful, that the profits they 
Peld upon ſtriking a balance ſeem incredible. But 
Y*>"i8 Vor., II. E the 
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the truth of what I advance is confirmed, not 
only by the experience of ſuch of his majeſty's ſhips * 


of war, as have been ſent thither on the ſame 


account under proper regulations, but alſo from 
thoſe of private traders, who have done it upon 
having firſt obtained a licenſe. 
from his majeſty, and the profits they made were 


ſome occaſions, 


ſo conſiderable, that were it eaſy to procure ſuch 
licenſes, there would be very few that would fail 
of applying tor them, and 
execution, even with ſhips that might ſtill do good 
ſervice. 

In reſpect to king s ſhips, that, for the reaſons 
already given, ſhall thus go upon their laſt voyage, 
his majeſty will alſo poſſeſs the great and ſeaſon- 
able benefit of having the officers and crews to 
man, and carry the ſhips built and fitted out in 


thoſe yards to the kingdom of Spain, at the charge 


of half a voyage only. And in caſe there ſhould. 


be no men of war to bring, they would ſerve to ] 


make up. the compliment of ſuch of his majeſty's | 
ſhips as had gone out thither convoys to the flotas * 
and galeons, and had loft ſome of their hands b) 
deſertion or other accidents. I muſt alſo ſay, that | 


in the opinion of perſons of great underſtanding | þ 
it may be expected, that if we manage this mat- 


ter with due economy, and ſtrike a fair balance] 
of the gains by freights, and other deb. 


that might reſult from the ſhips that are thus fit- 


ted out to be broken up in the Weſt-Indies, the 
amount would be ſufficient to bear the charge of 
building, and fitting out as many other new bi 
of equal built and rates. O happy diſpoſition for 
a kingdom, though hitherto inſenſible of it!“ 


what is uſually deſ piſed for its age and defects, 0 


a thing 


putting the ſcheme in 


a thing uſeleſs in other kingdoms, ſeaſonably 
1 puts forth young ſhoots in his majeſty's dominions; 


for it may be ſaid that theſe old (hips in their 


. + laſt voyage ſpring up again, and receive a new 


being from their own fragments and broken re- 


mains, did we but know how to take advantage 
of theſe ſuperior bleſſings of providence, exert a 
juſt ſpirit and reſolution, anddirect all our views 


the better ſervice of his majeſty, and the univer- 


ſal good of our country. 


EH A F. LXXVIII. 

7 he miſtaken and injurious notion ſome entertain, 
in reſpect to the regulations of the duties upon 
en ports and imports, is refuted, An article in 
* the ſubſidy of the Millones explained; the ex- 
ceſſive duties upon filk in Granada quite deſtruc- 
tive of our commerce and manufactures. 


IV the laſt thirteen chapters, which treat upon 
commerce and a marine jointly, I have launck= 
Fed out farther than I intended upon this intereſt- 
ing topick, and it is to be aſcribed to the vaſt 
extent of it. For though the reaſoning employ- 
ed to promote their improvement be drawn out 
to a great length, it will appear rather conciſe to 
ſuch as conſider the importance of the ſubject, 
and the variety of branches it is compoſed of, all 
of them capable of admitting many other uſeful 
reflections. But, as I have already obſerved thoſe 
which I thought moſt conducive to the perfec- 
tion of this matter, I ſhall now return to the 
points, which particularly concern trade, that 
theſe two important concerns which equally me- 
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rit our attention, and cannot ſucceed without the 


aſſiſtance of each other, may go hand in hand. 


Amidit the variety of ſentiments, (a very com- 
mon thing in all political affairs) upon any pro- 


poſal to regulate the duties upon exports and im- 
ports, I have found miniſters and others, both in 


their converſation and writings, maintain the er- 
roneous maxim, that high duties are to be laid 


upon commodities exported, becauſe foreigners 
pay them ; and, on the contrary, very moderate 
ones on ſuch as are imported, becauſe his majeſ- 
ty 's ſubjects are at the charge of them. 


Upon hearing this, I have ſuffered much, 1 
confeſs, for the perſons that advanced the perni- 
cious notion; for as I was fully convinced of their 


good intentions and zeal in the ſervice of the pub- 


lick, it could be aſcribed only to their being car- 


ried away with ſome appearances of e 
which upon a ſuperficial view countenance ſo de- 


ceitful a propoſition, and their not detecting the 
groſs cheat and unhappy effects which ſpring 


from it. For ſhould this rule generally prevail, 


and no diſtinction be made between commodities 
and materials, and it be left unguarded with other 
wiſe precautions, the practice would be ſufficient 
even in a few years, to bring on our ruin to ſo 
great a degree, that we might deſpair of a reco- f 
very, at leaſt for a long time, though we after- 4 


wards employ all the moſt powerful remedies. 7 


For laying heavy duties upon the exportation of 
woven and other commodities of this kingdom 
would be the ſame thing, as to prohibit and pre- 
And if they are not 
exported, the revenue mult not only loſe the du- 
ties, but it would be unpoſlible to re-eſtabliſh 


vent their going out at all. 


manu- 
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anufactories in Spain; a point of ſo great mo- 
ment, that it is the main thing to inſure us a reſ- 
toration of the monarchy. The great diſadvan- 
tages of this maxim are ſo well known in the 
- world, that France, England, Holland, and all 
n other well- conducted kingdoms and ſtates, and 
- which ſucceed in commerce fly from it, and pur- 
d ſue the contrary, giving leave to export their own 
's commodities, on payment of duties ſo trifling, that 
© ſome do not amount to one per cent. as it has been 
ſhewn already in other chapters. | 
In exporting our wines and other fruits, when 
[ we have more than we conſume ourſelves, as it 
frequently happens, ſhould this general rule of 
| lying high duties upon them take place, it would 
d- be impoſſible to ſend them abroad, For the 
r E people, that want them, would import 


e, larger quantities, than they have hitherto done 
e- from France, Portugal, and Italy; and theſe coun- 
he tries would increaſe their vines and other fruit 
Wg trees, But then in Andaluſia, Murcia, Valencia, 
il, Catalonia, and Galicia, the cultivation and bene- 
es Sit of the greateſt part of theſe fruits muſt be gi- 


er yen up, to the real loſs of many farmers; and the 
be and kingdom in general would ſuffer for 
ſo pant of a conſiderable amount, they yield us at 
fe either in money, or by way of bar- 


r- | er for ſome part of the goods they bring us from 
es. Abroad. Laſtly, might one hope to have our 
of | j goods and fruits exported in ſpite of theſe heavy 


Impoſitions, then indeed the vent and exporta- 

gion of falt alone at a high price, would be ſuf- 
dient to enrich the revenue, without any other 
+ For as it is a commodity inexhauſtible, 
3 3d to be acquired 1 in vaſt quantities, With very 
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little pains and expence, and its conſumption is 
general and indiſpenſible all over the world, there 
is no doubt but a duty of two or three doblons 
on every buſhel exported, would produce as many 
millions as there would be occafion for. But 
what would really be the conſequence of ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment ? There would not be a buſhel of 
ſalt fetched from Spain, and thoſe nations that 
ſtand in need of it, would take it from France, 
Sicily, Portugal, and other parts where it is found 


to be very good. Therefore as in this, fo alſo in 
other commodities, the duties ought to be regu- 
lated according to the neceſſity foreigners lie un- 
der of having it, and to prevent all danger of their ? 


being ſupplied by other kingdoms, excluſive of 
Spain, | 5 1 5 
But great as the damages are, that flow from 


an undiſtinguiſhing practice of this indigeſted no- 


tion of exports, ſtill greater ſhould we ſuffer, if th; 


propoſed maxim of reducing the duties upon fo- 


reign goods and commodities take place, from 
the deceitful and flattering pretence of their being 
paid by his majeſty's ſubjects. For ſuch an indul. 
gence and exceſſive abatement would ſoon fill theſe 
kingdoms with woven and other commoditie; 
from abroad, and the payment of them drain us 


of the little money we have left to the laſt far- 3 


thing. It would alſo be attended with the loſs of 


the few looms that have been preſerved in Sego- 


via, Toledo, Sevil, Granada, Valencia, and other 
places, and, what is the higheſt aggravation of our 
misfortune, of the art itſelf, for then we ſhould 
feel the additional affliction of deſpairing of a 
remedy, at leaſt for many years, for want of a 
foundation to build upon, 
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of COMMERCE, &c. 
But notwithſtanding 


* 
theſe diſadvantages are 


3 manifeſt, and open to every perſon that will uſe 
his reaſon, in order to prevent our falling into 


* ſuch an abſurdity, I have thought proper to men- 
tion, that all other countries, where commerce 


* flouriſhes, and they diſappoint it not, as we do, 
1 obſerve i in this caſe a rule quite the reverſe: On 
the importation of goods from other countries 
1 | they lay very high duties to diſcourage their com- 
7 ing 
4 ducing them, becauſe they are to be paid by their 
2 4 own ſubjects. 
IN» 
0 2 


in, and dream not of that falſe maxim of re- 


And on the other hand, the du- 
+ties on the exportation of their own goods are ve- 
ry low, often none at all, notwithſtanding they 
Fare to be paid by foreigners, in order to facilitate 
the exportation of them, having always this point 
in view, that as much as the commodities expor- 
ted exceed thoſe imported, ſo much more money 
will come into the kingdom, and be detained 
there; and from the contrary circumſtance the 
miſery, depopulation and ruin of the ſtate, will 
neceſſarily proceed. As the regulation of theſe 
duties upon both commodities and materials ex- 
ported and imported deſerves to be more particu- 
larly conſidered, I ſhall treat upon it diſtinctly in 
other chapters. 

In the 37th article, of the ſubſidy of the Mil- 
lones, of Auguſt 28, 1619; in the 34th, of that 
of July 28, 1050, and others of the lame ſublidy, 
the kingdom petitioned, and ſtipulated with our 
Flovereigns, that no filk might come into Spain from 
other kingdoms, either raw or twiſted, and if it 

vere his majeſty's pleaſure, that the ſaid filk be im- 
Ported, that it be wrought up, and woven into 


ok or orrices of fine and pure ſilk, without 
E 4 any | 
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Se. 


This maxim is alſo no leſs repugnant to the 
rules, that are natural and ſuited to a profitable 


commerce, as I have ſaid already, and ſhall ex- 
plain more at large in other chapters. However, 
as to particular diſadvantages, which the practice 
of this equivocal law would occaſion, very little, 
I think, needs be added to what doctor Sancho 


de Moncada, whom I mentioned before in tjge 


third chapter, ſaid with ſome warmth, upon 


hearing the deſtructive propoſal, when firſt made, 
which is alſo found in Diſc. 1. c. 9. of his political 


reſtoration of Spain, His words are, 


« But to all this is oppoſed the thirty ſeventh 
& article of the ſubſidy of the Millones, in the 
* {ame year 1619, petitioning his majeſty not to 


cc permit any filk to be imported raw or twiſted 


te that it may not affect the ſale of what is produ- 
« ced in Granada, Murcia, and Valencia, but that 
te jt may be imported woven, What judgments of 
de heaven! How many ways will it pleaſe God 
tte to chaſtiſe wretched Spain! What blindneſs! * 
J anſwer, that your majeſty ſhould not conſent 


4 to the ſaid condition; firſt, becauſe all the da- 


'« mages, that are with truth repreſented in it, do 
« not proceed from bringing in filk, but from ; 
it the importation of ſilks; becauſe foreign com- 
„ modities are worn, and now there are none 
“ made in Spain: nor is there the conſumption 
ce of ſilk in ſkeyns, that uſed to be, when the 
e weaving trade flouriſhed in Spain, as is very 7 
ce manifeſt from experience. Secondly, becauſe 
putting commerce upon the footing, I ſhall de- 

4 Kerbe in chap. 18, all the materials, that are x 
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1 | ec produced in Spain, as well as thoſe, that come 
7 « from abroad, will be conſumed, if due atten- 
« tion be given to what I ſhall fay in chap. 12, 
ce that it was of equal merit in the wiſe woman, 
« whom Solomon commends, to buy the wool, 
(here are the materials) and to ſell the cloth. 
And thirdly, becauſe the ſtuffs are more liable 
te to be made of a periſhing commodity, and 
© counterfeit, than the materials themſelves to be 
& bad, as they have gone through fewer adulterat- 
« ing hands; and it is eaſier to diſcover whether 
* a ſingle thread be rotten, than velvet, that is 
« not ſo eaſily tried.“ 

In order to point out more plainly our neglects 


K 


kingdom, to the great prejudice of our manufac- 
tories, and the exportation of our goods, I ſhall 


ed upon, and which J have from an original in- 
ſtrument in my own hands, in regard to Granada 
ſilk. 

« By the book of rates upon filk in the 
te king's cuſtom-houſe of this city and province of 
#4 Granada, which are under our charge as re- 
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farms in the ſaid province, are 14 reals and 
26 maravedis vellon; viz. 302 maravedis to 
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cc 


eight maravedis to the Tartil, 68 mara vedis to 
te the Arbitrio, or city tax; four maravedis and 
4 a half to the caſtles on the ſea coaſt; and the 
remaining 15 4 maravedis to the duty of Jeliz, 
in all 502 maravedis, which make the above 
3 © 14 reals and 26 maravedis. Ta theſe is to be 
I 0 c 4 d- 


1D d c 4 


: 
* 


e il 3 


in the affairs of trade, even in the heart of the 


here produce a piece of information to be depend- 


« giſters, it appears, that the fixed duties every 
ce pound of filk pays, either by compoſition, or 


se the Alcavala, 104 maravedis to the Cientos; 


— 


. wwe oe nes 


En —————— ey 56 


2 92 


——— — ꝰ̃ — — — — — —— 


58 The THE ORT and PRACTICE 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ec 


4 0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 


cc 


1 
© C0: 
cc 
c 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


added the Diezmo, which riſes and falls with 1 


the price of the commodity, and at this time 


amounts to two reals, 24 maravedis, eſtimat. 3 
ing the price of file at 42 reals per pound, 


For it is to be underſtood, that in calculatin 


the Diezmo, 15 reals are firſt to be deducted 2 


in conſideration, that theſe have been paid for 
the fixed duties, without confidering the eight 'F 
maravedis ſhort of it; ſuch is the practice, and 
by this means the Diezmo will be reduced to 
two reals and 24 maravedis, as it is to be taken 


out of the 27 reals, the neat ſum after the ſaid - 


22 


deduction. So that the duties, every pound 7 
of ſilk pays by compoſition or farm-books, a 
mount to 17 reals and 16 maravedis vellon. 
For the information of others, and by order of 
my lord ſuperintendant general of this pro- 2? 
vince. Granada, Dec. 24. 1720. Don Aguf- 7 
tin de Oranez, y Echeverria Don Euſebio 2? 


Raygadas. 


By this memorial it is plain, that a pound of 
filk worth 27 reals, before the duties are charged, 
pays 17 reals, 16 maravedis, even before it go in- 
to the loom, which is above 60 per cent. of its 
value. An exceſſive burden, and the fatal effects 
of it may be inferred from the bare mention of 
the fact, without any comment or explanation, 


And yet we complain, that our manufactures 


* * 


have decayed; and ſome perſons, without conſi- 
dering, that they have been deſtroyed by ſuch 
heavy loads, imprudently laid upon them by our- 
elves in this and other inſtances, while other na- 
tions cheriſh theirs with all the encouragements 
abovementioned, would fain perſuade us, that 
there is not in Spain, either genius, people, or 


3 Mate- 


61111 


MY 
„ 
. 7 


I | wool ; as if the experience of many years would 
not prove the contrary, eſpecially in Granada, 
and Sevil, where it is acknowledged, there were 
in ancient times very prime manufactures of filk, 
and other commodities; and in theſe two cities above 
24000 looms, which enriched both their own 
inhabitants, and their reſpective principalities as 
well as other provinces in Spain. And it is alſo no- 
torious, that there are not at this time a thouſand 
in both capitals. Nor can it appear ſtrange, when 
Ve ſee the exceſſive duties filk pays, and the ad- 
ditional ones after it is woven, excluſive of what 


1 3 wy 


materials for many good manufacturies of ſilk and 


it would alſo pay upon exportation to foreign 
kingdoms, in caſe the high price of the commo- 


dity did not prevent a demand for it abroad. 
Moreover, from hence alſo proceeds a diminu- 
tion of the king's revenue; for if there remain 


but a thouſand out of the 24000 looms, that 


were formerly, it is evident, theſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the high duties, cannot pay as much as the 


24009 would do at a very moderate rate. 


| CHAT. UXXIX. | 
Some miſtakes and abuſes in our cuſtom houſes, par- 

ticularly in that of Cadiz, which are very 

mjurious to our own trade and manufactures, 
and favourable to thoſe of other nations. 


þ ESIDES the two unhappy inſtances of ma- 


nagement related in the laſt chapter, I have 


elſewhere hinted at certain diſadvantages we ſuf- 


fer in our cuſtom-houſe, entirely deſtructive of 


trade, either from abuſes or overſights in our 


laws, And as I judge it neceſſary to ſpecify ſome 
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particulars, at leaſt the moſt remarkable of them, | 3 
that the remedy propoſed, may reſt upon a bet 
ter foundation, and be more clearly apprehend- 3 
ed, I ſhall do it 1 in this and the 1 bar 1 
ters. 3 
IJ am of opinion, that both the deſtruction of | 3 
our manufacQures, and the decay of trade are prin- 7 
cipally owing, not only to the bad regulation of 
our duties upon exports and imports, but alſo to 
the great allowances that have been made at Cadiz 
and other places, and are ſtill allowed, upon fo- 
reign commodities, as well in the duties, as in the 
valuations. To our great misfortune, theſe a- 
buſes were greatly augmented during the time of 3 
their being farmed by Don Franciſco Eminente, * t 
and remain to this day, at Cadiz in particular, 1 f 
to the great detriment of the king's revenue, and 2? F 
| ſtill more to the prejudice of trade and the ma- } 
| nufactures of Spain, For I have information P 
from the fountain head, and ſuch as may be de- 1 
* pended on, that there are many foreign goods, that 9 
pay at entry not above four or five per cent of b 
| their value, and others not three per cent. on ac- 
count of the allowances, that are made them, 
both in the duty and valuation, contrary to the 
royal decrees, by which, it appears, they ought 
* to pay 15 per cent. of their full value. 
Foreigners take advantage of this to introduce 
into the kingdom their own merchandize, both 
for our home conſumption, and that of the In- 
dies; whilſt our fatal miſtakes, and great blind- 
neſs in the intereſting concerns of trade, diſcou- 
rage, if they do not render impracticable, the 
vent and exportation of our woven and other 
goods, eſpecially in the flotas, galeons and regiſ- 
ter 
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| other commodities, brought from Toledo, Cor- 
* dova, Granada, and other parts of Spain, in 
their paſſage by Xerez and other places in the 
Y Kingdom of Sevil, and at their coming into Ca- 
diz, pay duties to the amount of 10 and 12 
ber cent, while foreign goods are entered at Ca- 
diz for Spain and the Indies, paying two, three, 
or four per cent, and this too after prudent and 
2 orders from his preſent majeſty, that all 
8 goods and fruits be tranſported from one 
province to another upon the continent free of all 


3 dot When we ſee ſo capital a miſtake, who 
can believe, that the king's ſubjects are the perſons 
4 | that have made theſe rates, or cookamnd to abuſes 
ſo deſtructive to ourſelves? For they directly op- 


* poſe the traffick and vent of our own, and great- 


; ly favour that of foreign commodities; while the 
2 proviſions made by our rivals for the incourage- 


ment of their commerce, ſeem rather ſo many acts 


of tyranny and abſolute will, as when we impoſe 
1 hard conditions upon flaves, than the cares of a 
government free and independent, and at full 
g ber to provide, and decree wile and juſt mea- 


ſutes for the preſervation and proſperity of a king- 


dom. 


I have been alſo aſſured, that notwithſtanding 


the American commodities, cacao, and ſugar, intro- 


2 308 


duced by foreigners, are required to pay equal, or 
greater duties, than what is imported by the hand 
ol Spaniards, theſe however pay moſt by means 
of the large allowances made to foreigners in the 
Jadmeaſurement, and the duties. For a caſk, that 
contains fix arrobs is ſcarce rated at more than 
bree. by their abuſing the cuſtom-houfe officers, 

whoſe 


ter ſhips. For it is known that all ſilks, and 
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whoſe buſineſs it is only to take cognizance of, 
and eſtimate the contents. But the like favoura- YJ 
pen to what the 
Spaniards bring from the Indies; for both the 
quality and quantity are rigidly ſet down in a re- 
giſter, and according to the tenor of it, the du- 


ble circumſtance does not hap 


ties are calculated at Cadiz, and paid without any 


abatement. Hence it is, they can rarely ſell theſe ? 
and ſome other commodities ſo cheap, as foreign- 
ers, who have the advantage, already mentioned, 
beſides a conſiderable gain in freight and tonnage, 2 
For other nations ſo much favour their own na- 
vigation and commerce in theſe two articles, the ? 
Hollanders in particular, that by their own books, 
as it has been already hinted, a ſhip bound to the 1 
iſland of Curazao and the colony of Surinam, 
upon the coaſt of Terra Firma, appears to pay 
but five reals plate tonnage at going out, and the 
ſame at return, and very inconſiderable alſo is 3 


the duty upon the merchandize they trade with. 


But our flotas and galeons, uſually pay 30 or 40 
dollars tonnage, and the regiſter ſhips ſomewhat 
leſs, as will be more particularly taken notice of, 
when I ſpeak of the trade between Spain and the 3 
Indies. However, I cannot forbear a remark, that 
by theſe and other exorbitant duties, which con- 
fiderably raiſe the price of goods, we ſo load and 
diſappoint trade, that flying from our ill uſage, 
1t has gone to foreign nations, who treat it more 
kindly, and will detain and enjoy its bleſſings, 
fo long as our inadvertent laws remain in force. 
To return to our miſmanagement in the duties 1 
upon importation, a French treatiſe, intitled, The 


n —ͤ— — 
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1 5 


her fect trader, confirms it. It was written by James 4 


Savary, and from the great approbation it de- 
2 ſervedly | N 
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ſetvedly met with, both at home and abroad, has 

been ſeven times printed with improvements. It 
is the laſt edition of 1713 that I have ſeen. For 
where mention is made of the duties, which 
PFrench goods pay at entry at Cadiz, the author 
tells us, that a piece of velvet of 40 Caſtile yards 
is charged only two dollars and a half; and if we 
2 confider, that the whole piece, at the rate of three 
2 dollars and a half per yard, is worth 140 dollars, 
the duty is not quite two and a half per cent. 
This ſeems to have been the practice from the 
year 1675, when the firſt edition of the book was 
publiſhed. Nor does the information ſurprize me; 
for it is well known, that the above Eminente was 
farmer of the cuſtoms at that time; and either 
„for private ends, or perhaps from the undue in- 
7 2 fluence and arts of the rival powers of the mo- 
narchy, conſpiring to deſtroy the manufactures 
and commerce of Spain, he conſiderably reduced 
. 2 the duties upon all foreign woven commodities, 
0 |} that were landed at Cadiz for America, or for 
t 7 theſe kingdoms, baſely purſuing his own intereſt g 
f„ upon the plan of drawing over by this bait larger 5 
e quantities of foreign goods, without any remorſe | 
t or concern for the injury he did to the publick, ; 
both on account of the great ſums of money W 
d nations muſt drain from us, in proportion to the | 
e, value of their merchandize, and by ſtocking theſe ö 
re kingdoms with goods for our own, and the con- 
5, ſumption of the Indies, and being enabled to fell 
8. : cheaper in both places, on account of thelow duty, 

es the fale of our own commodities was ſuſpended. 

be For as they were always very heavy loaded with 

es various taxes, both before and after they are 

le- Mos! up, and * by the cuſtotas at 
N their 
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looms for filk, wool, gold, and ſilver, formerly 


ledo, and others in theſe kingdoms, continues to 


Notice was, at the fame time, taken, how little re- 


tities of goods, that were entred in that city from 


| and half of dollars. But it is well known, the 


the king 1s dilappointed of above a million of 
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their exportation, they did not find any conſump- 3 
tion either at home or abroad. This, and it is 
unavoidable conſequence, was aftended with the a 
ruin of them; and the city of Sevil, being neareſt * 
to it, and having the greateſt dan ber of manu- 
faQurers, firſt, and in a higher degree, ſuffered this 
calamity. 

This abuſe, to our diſgrace, was ſo deep rooted, 
that it ſtill continues at Cadiz almoſt upon the Y 
fame footing, and with univerſal ruin to every 
part of Spain. For it muſt needs be thought to 
be the origine and principal cauſe, that the 16000 7 


ſaid to be in Sevil, are now reduced to leſs than 
zoo, and what is a calamity equally to be la- 
mented, that the ruin it allo occaſioned to the 
manufactories of Granada, Cordova, Segovia, To- 


this hour, 

On ſome occaſions the inconveniences ariſing 
from thefe abuſes in the cuſtom-houſe at Cadiz, 
have been partly repreſented to his majeſty ; and 


venue it yielded! in compariſon of the vaſt quan- 


abroad. The value of them, in the judgment 
of merchants in trade, exceeds 15 millions of dol- 
lars, one year with another. And were they to 
pay duty, but at the rate of 10 per cent, which is 
only two thirds of what they are chargeable in 
the book of rates, they would yield a million 


e 
3 


revenue is not advantaged a third of this ſum by 
the duties upon foreign imports. And though 
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* dollars, in that ſingle article, which is a very 
great loſs, the damage that reſults from this ir- 
regularity to the manufactories and the com- 
merce of Spain and the Indies, as I have proved 


in this and other chapters, is {till greater, In the 


year 1717, a deſign was formed to remedy the 
J great abuſe, but it did not take effect, either from 


tits being an unſeaſonable time to attempt the cure 
o an evil fo deep rooted; or from the ordinary 
2 delays, which, in a great monarchy, attend all 


f I tranſactions of buſineſs, eſpecially when a diligent 
and careful enquiry is requiſite ; or from ſome op- 
3 ee the propoſal met with, which muſt be 


expected, in all debates upon matters of this kind. 


For it was alledged, and repreſented, that exceſ- 


ſiwe duties having occaſioned the frauds, and there 
being ſome difficulty in providing a remedy at - 


that time, a reſolution was taken, without making 
any alteration in the form, or title of the duties, 


to allow ſuch an abatement of them, as would 


be ſafficient to remove the evil, by which was 


charged for goods entred from three to fix per 
cent; beſides the allowance made in the valuation, 


which is always below the worth of them, 80 
that the real exaction of theſe duties, would be only 
from two to four or five per cent. of their rigid va- 
2 lue, But as thoſe cuſtoms were farmed by the fa- 
mily of Eminente for a ſeries of years, it is natural 
to imagine, that theſe reductions and indulgences 


proceeded from the artifices and ſelfiſh views of 
the proprietors and managers of the revenue, as 


! it has been ſuggeſted elſewhere, and not from the 


4 2 conviction of the court. Nor does it appear, that 


| 3 the frauds could be fo great and frequent, as not 
: to admit of a remedy, at leaſt in part, without 
Vox. II. F giving 
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giving into another extreme ſtill more ace ke 
as it aſſuredly is ſo, to reduce the duties from 
15 to two and four per cent. This is, in my ap- 
prehenſion, a greater fraud and prejudice, than if 
half of the merchandiſe ſhould have eſcaped the 7 
heavy duty, and be brought in for nothing. But 
ſuppoſe it even out of their power to prevent the |? 
frauds at that time, by putting the penal laws in 
execution with a due ſeverity, and other ſuitable 7 
meaſures, becauſe the ſmugglers were then very |? 
numerous and powerful, both in themſelves and 
their protectors, it is plain, their number is now 
greatly reduced, and their audaciouſneſs, and that 
of their protectors, chaſtiſed and repreſſed, as wel! 
by the puniſhments, that have been executed upon 
ſome, attended with baniſhment and other penal- 
ties, as by the very prudent and juſt government 
of his preſent majeſty, obedience is better eſta- 7 
bliſhed in our days every where, and the laws are 
more reverenced, and conſequently, the licenti- 
ouſneſs of theſe inſolent wretches corrected. and 
repreſſed, Therefore, it is my opinion, the frauds |? 
may be prevented at leaſt in a great meaſure, | 
without incurring the great diſadvantage of ſuch 1 
| exceſſive reductions and indulgences. 3 
I To confirm this reaſoning, which, in my opi- 
nion, is concluſive, there is another proof drawn 
from experience itſelf, Whilſt commerce was 
under reſtraint during the late war, his majeſty |: 
was pleaſed to allow paſiports to ſhips from 
Hamburgh, and other parts of Germany, for Ca- 
diz, and other ports of Spain, and to be admitted 
to trade, upon paying ſeven per cent, ad valorem of | 
their merchandiſe for a licence, over and above | 
the uſual and cuſtomary duties, and there really 
Came 
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came many ſhips upon theſe terms, and paid both 
duties, ſo that confiderable ſums were raiſed by 
this licence, Hence it is clear, that if in theſe 
repeated inſtances a way was found out to pre- 
vent fraud, even after the commodities were loaded 
with a new tax of ſeven per cent. they might have 
been able to do it, if before this eſtabliſhment 
the ordinary duties had remained perhaps upon 
the foot of 10 or 12 per cent. Therefore we 
muſt needs determine thoſe exceſſive reductions 


IF to be a matter of choice, at firſt ariſing from ſelf- 


2 iſh views in the fame farmers, and the addreſs of 
- foreigne rs. e | 


3 CHAP. LXXX. 
3 For reaſons aſſigned in the foregoing chapter, and 


. thought moſt advantageous, to have the reve- 
 nues, or cuſtoms, under adminiſtration, and not 


farm ed. 


VINCE it is certain, that the principal abuſes 
D introduced into the cuſtom-houſe, to the pre- 
= judice of our trade and manufactures, have re- 
ceived birth from the ambition, and ſelfiſh views 
of farmers; and there is reaſon to apprehend, 

_ 7 that this miſchief may be repeated and enlarged 


7 prudent, that they be always under adminiſtration, 


or ſingly, even though the farmer ſhould offer 
more than they yield under adminiſtration. The 
2 reaſon is, that, as there would be danger of their 
ſinking the duties upon importation in the man- 
ver, and with the views Eminente did it, the great 
2 F 2 diſad- 


ome others, that will be given in this, it is 


every time theſe duties ſhall be let, I think it moſt 


ds they now are, and never farmed, either united 
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goods in the manner, and for the reaſons already 


aſſigned, and which ſhall be repeated in other 
chapters, where they may ſerve to lay a foundation 
for what will be there propoſed in regard to 
them. N 


There is yet a more powerful argument againſt 


5 8 

: 7 

> 
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diſadvantages already mentioned would actually 
be experienced. In the ſecond chapter it was alſo 
hinted, that in the conduct of the cuſtoms, whe. 
ther they be farmed, or under adminiſtration, the * 
point is not, their yielding a hundred or two hun- 
dred thouſand doblons more yearly, but that 
they be calculated to favour the trade of Spain in 
general, ſo as to encourage the exportation of our 
own, and diſcourage the importation of foreign _ 


* 


farming the taxes; that theſe bad conſequences 
may ſpread wider, and we expoſe ourſelves to 
great danger by ſuch a ſtep. For it may hap- 
pen, that a foreigner, inveſted with power, anda _ 
ſecret commiſſion from one of the great trading 
companies, ſuch as are in France, England, and 
Holland, may become proprietor of it, in the _ 
name of ſome family in this metropolis, or ſome 
other part of Spain, (which I have been told was 


4 5 2 
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attempted two years ago) who ſhall obtain e 


preference by means of propoſals to augment the 
revenue and undeniable ſecurity, Then, as it is 


uſual with ſuch companies, and a practice they , 


eaſily fall into, to ſink, for inſtance, a million of 


dollars one way, in order to gain larger ſums in 
another, it would not be a wonder, if to bubble 
us, and promote their own commerce, they ſhould 


4 or oo, ooo dollars yearly ; and again, by conſi- 


_ derably | | 


empower their private emiſſary to promiſe, and 
engage, under a feigned name, an improvement of 
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derably reducing the cuſtoms on the importation 
of their own commodities, they might as farmers 
fink another 4 or 500,000 dollars, and fit down 


calmly under this loſs, as there would ariſe far 


greater profits and advantages another way. For 


as one of theſe powerful companies would be- 


come proprietor and director of theſe duties, they 
might by an inſidious reduction, and fometimes 


taking them off entirely, fill Spain with their own 
commodities (to the excluſion of other nations, 
who could not have the ſame advantage) and ſup- 


ply the whole conſumption both here and in the 
Indies. So that by this means they would be in 


poſſeſſion of the principal part of the commerce 


and Coin of theſe kingdoms, and America too, 
and, inſtead of improving, complete the ruin of 
our manufactories. And though it is not proba- 
ble, that either we ourſelves, or the other nations 


excluded, would tamely fit down under ſuch 


abuſes, it is to be dreaded, that for a long time, 
they would manage with great caution, their fac- 


tors having an underſtanding with the merchants 


of the ſaid intereſted nation and company for the 


carrying on of this fraudulent practice; and be- 


fore the evil might be ſeen to the bottom, and the 


fraud thoroughly detected, we ſhould ſuſtain a 
moſt grievous injury; and even cancelling the 


patent, which has its difficulties, would not be 
_ ſufficient to afford us relief in a little time. For 
ttheſe kingdoms and the Indies would then be full 
of goods, that had been fraudulently introduced, 

and it would be neceſſary to allow of the exporta- 
tion of them, or loſe the whole. And as in the 
mean time all our manufactories muſt be at a 
ſtand, they would be abandoned to ſo great a de- 


F 3 gree, 


mA, e e 


me RE LS — 


70 The Tn EORV and PRACTICE 


gree, as not to be recoverable, but with the utmoſt 
difficulty, with great expence, and after a we | | 1 
time. 3 


To the fame inconveniencies, and others equally 


grievous, would the farming of the ſaid revenues 
be expoſed, when divided between two, three, or 
more perſons. For each of them, in order to draw 
commerce into his own diſtri, that by a greater 
number of entries he might gain more by the du- 
ties, would as it were in ſtrife conſent to exceſſive 
abatements; and ſuch a proceeding would not 
only be attended with the evils above-mentioned, 
but alſo utter ruin to the very revenue. For by 
their endeavour to over-reach one another, ſome 
of the parties would ſuffer and become bankrupts; 
an inconvenience, that has ſometimes happened, 
from our having inadvertently farmed out theſe 
revenues ſeparately; and the truth of what I ad- 
vance is alſo confirmed by the motives that pre- 
vailed upon his majeſty to reunite them, that the 
whole might be either farmed, or put under ad- 
miniſtration, as it appears from his royal decrees 
of May 21, and December 8, 1714, already taken 
Notice of in chap. 59. 
To theſe diſadvantages may be added the un- 
fair practice, many of the farmers have been guil- 
ty of to the detriment of the king's revenue, and 
injury of the publick, juſt before the expiration of 
their leaſes. At this time, by an underſtanding. 
with the principal merchants, it is their cuſtom 
to manage fo artfully, as to make greater re- 
ductions, and indulgences! in the cuſtoms, that by 
the entry of more goods in their time, a conſidera- 
ble gain may accrue to themſelves. And as by this 
artifice the ware-houſes are ſtocked, and crouded 


not 
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not only for a ſupply to the end of the contract, 
but many montas alter, and ſometimes for whole 
years; the conſequence of which! is, that they, who 


were to have the revenue on the fans terms, or 


at an advanced price, now cannot give ſo much 
for it. Thus the farmer in poſſeſſion, having no 
competitors, renews his contract on his awn 
terms, to the great injury of the king's revenue, 


beſides the conſiderable damage commerce mult 


ſuſtain from the great quantity of foreign com- 
modities brought in by means of thoſe exceſſive 
indulgences. 


Theſe diſadvantages have been alſo found in 


part from the ſeparate farming of ſome other 


ſmall revenues, that are diſtinct from the cuſtoms, 
If I laid it down as a maxim, that were the 

cuſtoms to yield leſs, it would be beſt to have 

them conducted by officers of known abilities, 


and love for their country, this proceeded not 


from any apprehenſion, that their value would 
by this means be reduced, but to ſhew of what 
importance it is to put them under adminiſtration, 
even though there ſhould prove ſome loſs from 
it. For an experience of ten years ſucceſſively 
makes it evident, that they yield much more in 
this way, and that the general maxim certain 
perſons maintain, always to farm them out, 
mo it moſt profitable, does not hold good in 
all the revenues without diſtinction, fince we ex- 
perience the contrary not only in the cuſtoms, but 
alſo in duties upon ſalt and tobacco. Theſe re- 


venues, eſpecially that of tobacco, have been ſa 
_ conſiderably augmented, ever fince they were un- 


der adminiſtration, that they now are ſome of 
the principal branches of the royal revenue. 


F 4 Morever, 
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Moreover, it is notorious that, a few years ago, 
when the revenue of tobacco, let to a ſingle ſub- 
je, yielded the king not a fifth part of what it 
amounts to under adminiſtration, yet moſt of 
_ thoſe, that farmed it, were ruined, and his ma- 

jetty loſt the ſcanty portion, they were under obli- 
gation to pay. Theſe things alſo prove, that this 
branch of the revenue ordinarily demands the 


ſuperior influence, which reſides in the miniſter, 


or miniſters appointed for the adminiſtration of 
them, the weight of their repreſentations to the 
ſovereign, the confidence they are uſually heard 
with, and the ſpeedy and effectual meaſures em- 
ployed at their motion for the correction and 
cure of frauds, or by way of prevention; powers, 
which the farmers uſually want, though it be 
well known how expedient it is to aſſiſt and ſup- 
port them in every thing juſt and reaſonable, 
Theſe reflections I thought proper to make here, 


becauſe they may conduce to a good regulation 


and ſucceſs in trade, but particularly to the im- 
provement, and vent of our own manufactures, 
The conſiderable augmentation, which both 


the revenues general of the cuſtoms, and thoſe of 


falt, tobacco, and others have acquired fince they 
were under adminiſtration, will be ſeen, by com- 
paring the accompts, which are given of their 
value, in the 19 and 59 chapter, as they ſtood 
in the years 1714 and 1722. For though there be 


in the accompt of the year 1714, an omithon of 


ſome parts of Catalonia, and other diſtricts of the 
crown of Aragon, in reſpect to the cuſtoms, to- 


| bacco and ſalt, it will be eaſy to determine, that 
an addition of thoſe branches cannot make up 


the 
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| the large increaſe, we ſee 1 in the regiſters of the 


1 1722. 

Though J have all along ſuppoſed the whole 
| revenue of tobacco under adminiſtration, I am 
to obſerve, that in ſome provinces, it is let our to 
dieren perſons, but under ſuch regulations, and 


ſo immediately under the inſpection of the ſu- 


3 13 general of the ſame revenue, and the 


: 5 


I protect it, with ample juriſdiction and power to 
chaſtiſe delinquents, and reform abuſes, that by 
the ſpeedy and effectual proviſions it is ſupported 
with on both hands, and aſſiſted every where, it 
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ſtrict and authoritative adminiſtration; and the 
effects confirm it from the conſiderable i improve- 
ment it has received, ever fince it was conducted 
im this way. 
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| CHAP. LXXXI. 

4 | Commodities imported, upon which we ought to lay 
4s heavy duties, as it is practicable. And the 
principal manufafures and eatables by means 
of which foreigners drain us of very large ſums 
Bu! money. 


\OMMON ſenſe, and the practice of king- 
Fu doms or ſtates, that ſucceed in trade, ſuggeſt 
| 10 us, that the duties upon exports and imports 
be calculated with the greateſt prudence, ſo as to 
charge certain ſorts of goods and commodities, as 


as they more or leſs promote an advantageous 
trade. This diſtinction, and the ſeveral propor- 
tions J ſhall now explain. 


Duties. 


board of miniſters appointed to regulate and 


may be ſaid to poſſeſs all the advantages of a 


high as it is practicable, and others very low, juſt | 
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Duties, as high as treaties of peace will admit 3 
of, are to be continued, or impoſed upon the im. 
portation of woven goods, made of filk, wool, | 
cotton, flax, camel, and goats hair, hemp, &c. as : 
alſo upon the introduction of all commodities, 
made of iron, ſteel, copper, braſs, ivory, hell, 
ebony, jet, wood, and other wares brought from 
foreign countries, that, as few of them as pol- - 
ſible, may come into Spain. For beſides, that 
the introduction of large quantities of them de- i 
ſtroy our manufactories, by leſſening the con- 3 
ſumption of our own goods, it 1s ad, 2 
as it has been already ſhewn, the means of drain- 
ing us of our money and ſubſtance; every = b 
will be very fatal to Spain, in which the commo- 1 
dities and fruits imported from abroad, ſhall be 
conſiderably more than the exported, for reaſons, 
that have been fully explained. To this I ſhall | © 
add only, that diſcouraging the introduction of 
foreign merchandiſe is ſo capital a point in all“ 
well conducted ſtates, that in ſome of them their 
Importation 1s abſolutely prohibited, as may be 2 
ſeen in the inſtance already produced, and it will} 
be enlarged upon hereaiter. 2 
Many perſons are perſuaded, that the greateſt | 
damage we ſuſtain from foreigners, is by the in- 
troduction of gold and ſilver ſtuffs, filks, fine 
cloths, and linens, edgings, watches, eſcrutores, 
tapeſtry, carpets, porcelain, japan, and other: things“ 
of exquiſite workmanſhip. Great, I own, are 
the ſums of money, that are drawn from us by | 
theſe commodities, notwithſtanding the conſidera-|* 
ble reduction in the article of gold and filver ſtuffs, Þ 1 
which are now prohibited in wearing apparel by! 
a law before · mentioned. Nor does the quantity al 
other 
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bother ſorts of fine merchandiſe, which foreigners 
introduce, leſs merit our attention, and proper 
meaſures to prevent the inconvenience, or at 
lleaſt in part, both on account of the expence, 
and as they are things, that miniſter rather to 
vanity and oſtentation, than of uſe for neceſſary 


and decent apparel. However, let it be taken for 


granted in all our deliberations on this head, that 
t tte greateſt damage we ſuſtain, and what molt 
contributes to our misfortune, proceeds not ſo 
much from importing this rich merchandiſe, as 
>|} other things they bring in, which ſeem to be 
- lighted from their low value, and yet the vaſt 
2? quantities they import, and which are conſumed 


to the village, amount to a larger ſum. Theſe are 
„% | the nonpareilles, filefias, bays, philipichines, ſerges, 
l ccettons, barragons, terlices, middling and coarſe 
df | > linens, fuſtians, printed linens: ſayes, camlets, ca- 
3 limancoes, burats, galoons, table linen, ratinets, 
I |? ſhamois leather, mulfs, belts, ordinary kanns ſtock- 


il 2 fail-cloth, and rigging, and ſuch like commodities, 


with which foreigners ſtock theſe kingdoms, and 
ſt drain us of all our ſubſtance, The utmoſt care 


„ duties that can be charged, as alſo to ſet up, 


re] his majeſty s dominions, always taking it to be a 
main point in the grand air of commerce, with- 
out ever ſuffering the low price, or the common- 


4 abate our zeal, and keep us from ſeeing the im- 


extraction 


by all the people of Spain, down from the court 


* | ings, gloves, hats, furs, ribbons, perpets, flannels, 


n. therefore is to be taken, as well to diſcourage and 
ne leſſen the importation of them by the higheſt 


and encourage manufactories of theſe goods in 


2 neſs of the generality of theſe commodities to 


| portance of preventing by all poſſible means, the 
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extraction of the millions, they coſt us on account 
of their quantity and general conſumption. 
Great alſo are the ſums of money, they drain 
from us by other merchandiſe, that in like manner 
ſeems to be flighted on account of the ordinary 
materials they are made of, their ſmallneſs and 
other circumſtances, and the value of which can 
only be collected from a calculation of the vaſt 
quantities of them conſumed in his majeſty's do- 
minions. Theſe are combs, knives, ſciſſars, ra- 
zors, ſwords, ſpoons of different metals, locks, 


buttons, buckles, candleſticks,” caſes, nails, pins, 


needles, ſpectacles, ſnuft- boxes, looking- glaſſes, 


rings, caps, purſes, twiſt, medals, padlocks, 
compaſſes, earthen ware, prints, and other ſmall [2 
commodities that go under the general name | 


of hard-ware. And the importation of theſe 
is alſo to be diſcouraged by heavy duties, at the 
ſame time, that we ought to cheriſh the fa- 
bricks of all theſe ſmall wares within the king- 
dom by indulgences and other helps, fince we pol- 
ſeſs plenty of good materials, not only for the 


making of theſe goods, but all thoſe too, which | 


are mentioned in the foregoing paragraph. 


And above all, it is no leſs than millions of dol- : 


lars, that they drain from us by pepper, cinnamon, 


cloves, nutmegs, and other ſorts of ſpicery, as 


alſo by bacallao, and other cured fiſh, ſugars, WAX, 
paper, and books printed abroad, the quantities, 
and conſequences of which I ſhall explain further 
in other chapters, in order to give fuller proofs of 
the great damage we receive from them, and con- 
vince how much it is our duty to employ ſteddy 
and effectual meaſures for the cure of this evil, at 
leaſt ſo far as it ſhall be practicable, And, 7 the 

lame 
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fame time, I ſhall lay down the particular mea- 
ſures, that ſeem to be moſt likely to procure a 
remedy. 

It would be very difficult and tedious to men- 
tion every article of the woven and other goods, 
that come from abroad, which I have mentioned 
in a general way in this chapter, in order to re- 
duce, as much as poflible, their importation and 
conſumption in Spain, But as I ſhall particu- 
lariſe the materials, and ſome other things in 
chapter 91, the importation of which it is pro- 

for us to encourage by eaſy duties, I would be 


> underſtood to mean, that we are to diſcourage the 


introduction of every thing of that claſs, that 
ſhould not be found, and comprehended in the 
ſaid 9 14 chapter, as well by that ſtanding rule of 
inrpoſing the heavieſt duties upon them, that 


treaties of peace and commerce will allow of, as 


by means of prohibitions, and other meaſures, 
that I ſhall mention afterwards, in reſpect to par- 
ticular ſorts, that require more illuſtration, and 


greater precautions for to correct and provide 
againſt the inconvenience. 


C HAP. LXXXII. 


The prerogative of ſovereigns to probibit the im- 
portation and uſe of certain commodities and 


fruits, A firifer obſervation of ſeveral laws,. 


that prohibit the uſe and introduction of vari- 


ous ſorts of goods, is recommended, with ſome. 


enlargements. 


J* the foregoing chapter, moſt of the woven 
and other goods, that enable foreigners to drain 


us of our money, have been mentioned, and the 


inference 
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inference was, that we ought to employ the ut- 
molt care to diſcourage their coming in by means 
of high duties, abſolutely prohibiting the impor- 
tation and uſe of ſome of them, as it is practiſed 
in moſt kingdoms and ſtates, particularly i in Eng- 
land, where they are reſtrained from importing 
woollen cloths, and caps, ſaddles and furniture for 
horſes, dice, balls, tanned and curried hides, every 
ſort of twiſt, &c. ſhoes, locks, and ſeveral other 
hard wares, of iron, copper, and braſs; all forts of 
printed goods, except paper; as alſo buckles, lace, 
embroidery, fringes, galoons, buttons made of 


ilk, thread, horſe-hair, and all other kinds what- E 


ſoever, gold, and filver wire, and many other 
things. It is to be obſerved, that ſome of theſe 


prohibitions are by virtue of ancient laws, and 


others of late date. The caſe is the ſame in re- 
gard to the impoſition of very high duties, which 


the generality of foreign goods pay upon impor- 


tation, as alſo wines and brandies, upon which 
they have laid exceſſive duties, without regard to 
treaties of peace and commerce; and yet fre- 
quent remonſtrances are made by the Engliſh to 
this and other courts, earneſtly folliciting, that 


upon the faith of treaties, no higher duties be laid 
upon what they import into, and export out of 
other countries, never conſidering that theſe en- 


gagements, if they mean any thing, ſhould mu- 
tually take place in both dominions; for any 
other ſuppoſition is repugnant to common ſenſe, 


the intent and ſpirit of the very treaties. How- 


ever, in ſpite of it they have determined, that 


moiſt of the commodities and fruits, which are 


brought in foreign ſhips to England, pay much 
higher. duties, than what are imported in their 
own. 
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own. By this means they have, as it were, en- 
groſſed the trade, as well of every thing they 
want and admit from abroad, as of what they 
export from home; becauſe in Spain and other 
places the ſame duties are laid upon what is im- 
ported, and exported whether by foreigners, or 
their own ſubjects. TE 

The Hollanders have alſo a cuſtom, in my 


opinion very unjuſt ; for certain commodities and 
> fruits, imported or exported in their own veſ- 


ſels, pay a lower duty, than when they are ſhip- 
ped in foreign bottoms; notwithſtanding a re- 
ciprocal obligation of treaties and reaſon, as I 
have ſhewn in chapter 34, and elſewhere. Thus, 
in my opinion, they furniſh us with a juſt plea to 
retaliate and do the fame in Spain, at leaſt to 
them and ſuch other nations, as have offended 
in the ſame way. For we are under no obliga- 
tion to obſerve the articles of peace, but ſo long, 
and ſo far as they ſhall be kept on their fide. 
The Hollanders have alſo prohibited the impor- 


5 tation and exportation of ſeveral ſorts of mer- 
chandiſe and fruits. | 


It is but a few years, ſince Portugal, a king- 


| dom of inferior power to us, prohibited Spaniſh 


wines, in conſideration that it might be preju- 
dicial to the growth and conſumption of their 
own; and the prohibition is ſtill in force. 


At Venice is alſo prohibited the importation 


| of cloths, which that republic decreed, and ſtill 
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maintains, notwithſtanding it be a power of in- 
ferior degree, and the prohibition fall upon a con- 


ſiderable branch of trade, and a commodity of 
great conſumption, + 
h Other 
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Others ſtates, even of a lower claſs, avail thetn. 
ſelves of theſe precautions in favour of their ma- '3 
nufaQures; and yet are in ſome meaſure depend. 
ent upon greater powers, With how much |? 
more reaſon and juſtice then, may the monarchs |? 
of Spain exert the prerogative of ſovereigns? | 
even though there ſhould not be ſo juſtifiable a a 
motive for prohibiting ſuch imports, as that of 
making repriſals upon other nations, that to ſerve | * 
their own ends fo arbitrarily interpret the faid | 
treaties of peace, ſince there is another very ſolid | 
andindi{putable right, of which the king mayavail | 


himſelf, by having recourſe to the prerogative, 


which all ſovereigns poſſeſs in equal degree, of 4 


Prohibiting in their own ſtates the uſe of theſe, 
and other- commodities, from whatever country 
they be, as they frequently do it, by laws regulat- 
their wearing apparel, and other ordinances. 
Notwithſtanding theſe examples, and what 1 
have produced in other chapters, I am of opinion, 
it will be always prudent in ſuch a caſe to act 
with great caution, For though it be part of the 
regalia of a ſovereign, to deny or indulge the im- 
portation, and exportation, or the uſe of mer- 
chandiſe and fruits, juſt as the general intereſt of 
his kingdoms ſhall diate ; that we be not too fin- 
gular, and become, as it were, regardleſs of all 
other nations, aſſuming the air of converting all 
commerce to ſelf-intereſt, which may have its diſ- 
advantages, good policy ſuggeſts, that we are even 
to wait for a favourable ſeaſon, in prohibiting 
ſome of theſe things, both for the reaſons aſſigned 
above, and thoſe that will be given in chapter 88, 
where the importance of prohibiting or diſcou- 
raging the exportation of materials is conſidered. 
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Upon theſe conſiderations, I do not propoſe, at 
this time, to prohibit the introduction and wear 
of cloths, and other woven commodities of ſilk, 
wool, &c. manufactured abroad, notwithſtanding 
am perſuaded, there would be no want of them, 
(linen excepted) either in theſe kingdoms, or the 
Indies; ſince we have in Spain both the mate- 
rials, and {kill ſufficient to work them up. For 
that ſeems to me the beſt and moſt ſeaſonable 
time to prohibit fine cloths, when the fabrick 
{hall be improved in theſe kingdoms to the degree 
of modern perfection, which is ſo much deſired, 
And as it is not ſo now, the fine cloths, that come 
from abroad, may ſerve to inſtruc our people, 
and inſpire them with an emulation to equal 
other nations in this and other manufactures. 
Therefore, as to prohibitions, I reſerve to a more 


ſeaſonable opportunity any conſiderable alterations, 


and now confine my propoſals to have ſome of thoſe 
laws, which are already eſtabliſhed, put ſtrictly. 
in execution, and others, that may be made with- 
out any great appearance of novelty, either by be- 
ing too inconſiderable, or very familiar with other 
powers, as appears from the inſtances already gi- 
ven, and others, that might be alledged. 

In the 43* chapter of this treatiſe, ſpeaking of 
the ſeveral meaſures taken by our monarchs in 
favour of commerce, I produced that which 
Philip II. eſtabliſhed by a decree in the year 1593, 
that there ſhould not be imported into theſe king- 
doms, any glaſs, children's babies, and knives, or 
wares made of braſs, &c. trinkets, beads, filigran 
work, falſe ſtones, pins, combs, or other toys, 
and things therein ſpecified. ITS 
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In the ſame chapter 43, is alſo given the ſub- 
ſtance of a law, which Philip IV. made in the 
year 1624, prohibiting, with very good reaſon, 
the importation of ſeveral things made up abroad, 
ſach as hangings, beds, chairs, cuſhions, men and 
women's cloaths, and other goods particulariſed 
in the law, and permitting only the importation 
of the ſtuff, ſubſtance, or materials not already 


prohibited, that they may be made up in this 


kingdom. 

In chapter 44 is inſerted the decree, which his 
preſent majeſty iſſued out, June 20, 1718, to the 
councils of Caftile, war, the Indies, and the re- 
venue, prohibiting the wear and importation of 
ſilks and woven goods from China, and other 
parts of Aſia. This law was publiſhed Sept. 20, 
of the ſame year, impoſing upon all offenders the 

genalties deſcribed in the ſame chapter. 

_ Theſe prohibitions having been eſtabliſhed, and 
put in execution by our great monarchs, with all 
that thought and deliberation, which has been vi- 
fible in their attention to the ſervice of the publick, 
as an effect not only of their own, but alſo of the 
wiſdom of their tribunals, every thing being 
grounded upon the ſolid and great motives ex- 
preffed in the very acts, I am not in the leaſt doubt 
of its being proper to revive and enforce theſe 
laws and proviſions by ſuch additional penalties, 
as will beſt ſecure their taking effect. To this 
end J would alſo have in the capital, the princi- 
pal cities and towns in the kingdom, a certain 
number of perſons deputed and named by his ma- 
jeſty, with the advice of his council of commerce, 
inveſted with authority and inſtructions to detect 
and proſecute all that ſhall incur the penalties im- 
Poled, 
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poſed, reſerving only an appeal to the ſame board 
of trade, in ſuch caſes, as it may ſeem proper and 
juſt. And as it is but reaſonable, they ſhould be 
encouraged by fome reward and advantage; ſo 
without laying any new load upon the revenue or 
the publick, one moiety of the money raiſed by the 
fines, penalties, and confiſcations, ſhould, me- 
thinks, be aſſigned them, and the other moiety to 
the informer, for reaſons I have given elſewhere, 
As emulation 1s a poweriul incentive for the 
diſcovery of offenders, their conviction and pu- 
niſhment in a legal way, it would not, I think, 
be amiſs to declare, that the corregidors, and or- 


dinary juſtices be empowered to detect and pro- 


ceed againſt all ſuch offenders, and be allowed the 
ſame advantages, with this proviſion, that be- 


| tween them, and the delegates of the board of 


trade, an action 2 prevencion take place, which 
empowers that party to proceed, who firſt detects 
the fraud, and enters a proſecution, on condition 


too, that in both caſes an appeal be allowed to the 


board of commerce only. 

This, and other meaſures, which I ſhall pro- 
pole hereafter, are now become more neceflary, 
ſince the office of judge of contraband goods is 
ſuperſeded by his majeſty's decree of February, 
1718, in all probability, becauſe the war was at 
an end, and the cuſtoms put under adminiſtration, 


from which change has ariſen great damage to 
trade. For the adminiſtrators of the revenues 
i 22 whether farmed, or under an admini- 


tration to the uſe of the royal revenue, in order 


ö to be thought punctual in the diſcharge of their 
| office, though they might be enriched other ways, 
aim only at increaſing the value of the revenue; 


G2 and 
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and to this end give leave to be imported, o 


exported any ſorts of commodities, even the con- 
traband, provided they pay the duties, without 
any conſideration of the great damages ſuch a 


conduct may occaſion. Now this could never | 


have happened, ſo long as the inſpectors of con- 
traband goods were continued. For they kept 
another regiſter of every thing, and being no- 
minated by a diſtinct tribunal, and with a ſeparate 
Juriſdiction, they were a check upon each other, 
This notion is confirmed by daily experience. 
For notwithſtanding his majeſty, by the decrees 
of June and September, of the ſame year, 1718, 
prohibited the importation and wear of filks, and 
other woven commodities from China, and the 
reſt of the countries of Aſia, as it has been already 
obſerved in this, and the 44 chapter, the whole 
kingdom is full of them; and the fame thing 
happens in regard to cotton prohibited on account 
of the plague ; for in ſpite of it, thefe commo- 
dities are entred under another name. This muſt 
be aſcribed to the abſolute power of the admi- 
niſtrators of the cuſtoms, in whofe hands the keys 
of the kingdom may be ſaid to be; a thing that 
makes one dread the fatal conſequences, that are 
viſible. For as it is prohibited to ſell, give, or ex- 
port arms, ſhips, or materials for them, ammu- 
bition or warlike ſtores in time of war; or in 
peace to the enemies of our faith, under pain of 
death, and confiſcation of effects, which ſhews 
the great importance of the thing; this is now 
truſted to the ſole will of the adminiſtrators of the 


cuſtoms without any other judge or tribunal to Þ 


check them, ſuch as the council of war uſed to 


be by means of the inſpectors of contraband goods. 
Wretched 
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Wretched conſtitution! To prefer a little profit 
(ſince it may be verified) to reaſons of ſtate, and 
good œconomy, without conſidering, that from 
this and like neglects it has been a maxim uni- 
verſally received, that in Spain we have very good 


laws, and happily adapted to every caſe, and 


want nothing but a due execution of them; for 
this evil will continue ſo long as the judges and 
others, who ought to have a ſhare in this impor- 
tant charge, are either not appointed, or laid a- 


fide, as unneceſſary. 


Upon account of the little regard paid to the 
obſervation of the ſaid royal decree of June 20, 
1718, J inſinuated in the abovementioned chap- 
ter 44, what occurred to me, both in order to 
promote the execution of it, and explain it fur- 
ther, ſhewing, that in the prohibition of woven 
goods from China and other parts of Aſia, are 
alſo included printed linens and cottons, whe- 
ther made in Africa, or Aſia; or imitated and 
counterfeited in Europe; in the ſame manner as 
they are prohibited in France, and elſewhere; a 
point one ſhould not loſe fight of, whenever we 
have thoughts of enforcing theſe ordinances by 
heavier penalties, and due precautions, for the 
more effectual putting them in execution. 
In the ſaid chapter, I gave alſo the ſubſtance 
of the orders, which his majeſty diſpatched 
October 27, 1720, to correct the very great and 
prejudicial abuſes of the commerce between the 
Philippine iflands and Acapulco, and to put this 
branch of our trade and navigation upon a foot- 
ing, that would be for the intereſt of the publick. 


| With this view bis majeſty prohibited the im- 


| portation of ſilks, ſuch as ſatins, damaſks, bro- 


8 3 cades, 
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cades, &c. ſpecified in the ſame diſpatches, from 
thoſe iſlands into the Indies, on account of their 
having a principal hand in the deſtruction of the 
Spaniſh manufactories, and the commerce be- 
tween theſe kingdoms and New Spain, as the 


decree itſelf ſets forth. This reſolution was taken | 
by his majeſty with the advice of his council of | 


the Indies, September 23, 1720. 

For the more effectual putting in execution this 
royal decree, by the ſame diſpatches was prohi- 
bited in America the uſe of the ſaid woven and 
other commodities, directing the term of fix 
months to be allowed for the conſumption of all 
thoſe that had been imported already, and that 
all ſuch, as ſhould be found after the ſaid term, 
be burnt without fail. 

This prohibition proceeded alſo foo views of 
great advantage to the monarchy in general, and 
was laid with ſo much prudence and circumſpec- 
tion, that I eſteem it very prudent to revive, and 
ſtrictly put it in execution. For it is by no means 
reaſonable, to conſult the intereſt of a few pri- 

vate traders in New Spain, and the Philippine 


iſlands, who may reap benefit from this com- 


merce, at the expence of moſt of his majeſty's 
kingdoms and ſubjects. For in reſpect to the re- 
lief and eaſe, which the generality of the inha- 
bitants of thoſe iſlands might reaſonably aſk and 

ſtand in need of, the goodneſs of his majeſty made 
- Proviſion to the full, as they were indulged by 
the ſame diſpatches with an equivalent traffick, 
by being allowed every voyage to New Spain a 
cargo to the value of 300,000 dollars, in gold, 
cinnamon, pepper, cloves, wax, earthen ware, 


cambayas, rigging, and other things, comprehend 
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ed in the royal order. This regulation was in 
conformity to the firſt eſtabliſhment of this trade 
and navigation, and for a long time the commerce 
was carried on under theſe limitations, till the a- 


varice of ſome, and the neglect of others, intro- 


duced the great abuſes, that have been complain- 
ed of, One of the inconveniences ariſing from 
it is, that by this commerce, uſually called the 
trade of the Philippines, the Mahometans and 
Pagans of China, and other Aſiatick provinces 


improye their trade, and by this means extract 


annually from America above three millions of 


dollars in ſpecie, as we are aſſured by perſons well 


acquainted with it; whilſt we in Spain are de- 
prived of this conſiderable ſum of money, or at 
leaſt a great part of it, that would undoubtedly 


come to theſe kingdoms, were the ſaid prohibi- 
tion of China ſilks enforced in America, and in 
their room goods ſent from Spain thither as it 
uſed to be in former times, and may be again, 


whenever we pleaſe, Therefore it 1s our intereſt, 
that the prohibition of June 1718 ſtill ſubfiſt, and 


be effectually carried into execution in theſe 


parts. 


In chapter 50, has been inſerted his majeſty” 8 
ordinance of October 1719, for cloathing his 


troops, decreeing that the cloaths, both of the offi- 
cers and common ſoldiers, be made of commodi- 


ties manufactured 1n the provinces of Spain. This 


royal edict ought to be punctually obſerved, for 
the reaſons given in the ſaid ordinance, and what 


is ſubjoined to it. 


In chapter 54, ſpeaking of the monopoly of 
brandies, a propoſal was made to prohibit the uſe, 


i and unportation of anniſeed, cordial and other 
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ſpitituous and compound waters. The eſtabliſh- 
ment and obſervation of which article, I eſteem 
very advantageous for the reaſons, given in 
the ſame, and the two foregoing chapters. 

The conſumption of wax is very great in Spain 
and the Indies, and as moſt part of it comes from 


abroad, foreigners alſo drain us of confiderable 


ſums by means of this commodity. White wax 


we are to conſider as a manufacture, and as 


ſuch, to diſcourage its importation by advanced 
duties, as the king of France did, at the | ſame 
time that he gave leave to export it free, as was 
before taken notice of in chapter 22. I think it 
alſo our intereſt to exact rigidly all the duties that 
ſhall be laid upon white wax imported, till we 


can come to a reſolution, whether it be prudent 


to lay a prohibition upon it; (as it ſeems to be) 


but at the ſame time provide, that yellow wax 
come in, paying only five per cent. as it is propoſ- 


ed in chapter 91, which treats of the 1 importation 
of materials. 


The ſame motives that lead us to diſcourage 
the importation of white wax, put us upon re- 
ducing as much as poſſible the conſumption both 
of the white and yellow in all his majeſty's domi- 


nions. With this intent, Philip II. made the fol- 


lowing law. 
As to burials, funerals and W we 


c order, that at the funeral ſolemnity of 


“ any perſon, of what rank, quality, or condi- 


ce tion ſoever he may be, even though diſtinguiſh- 


« ed by titles and dignities, there be not carried, 
* or placed upon his tomb, at the time of his in- 


* terment or anniverſary, more than 12 flam- 
'* beaux, or wax candles. But this may not be 


„ un⸗ 
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tt underſtood to extend to the candles, or tapers, 
« that are given to the clergy, friars, or orphans, 
« that aſſiſt at (ſuch funerals, nor to the cera, which 
« the fraternities carry, who attend the corps of 


« the deceaſed, nor that which is given or or- 


« dered by the deceaſed, executors, or heirs 
« for the ſervice of the church, and altars, and 
« lights; for in all thoſe things, and in cloathing 
« the poor, and other charities, we intend no al- 
« teration. We ordain farther, that there may 


« not be erected, and that there be not erected 


« for any deceaſed perſon whatever (except one 


« of the royal family) any ſtatue in churches; and 


« that there can only be raiſed a tomb veiled with 
black cloth, or other covering; and that they be 


* 
La, 


z not veiled, nor black cloth hung upon the walls 


«© of the churches, &c.” 
In his majeſty's decree of 1723, article 21, in 
regard to mourning, this law is confirmed, order- 
ing, that at the time of interment, there be plac- 
ed no more than 12 flambeaux or wax candles, 


with four tapers upon the tomb. 


| have been informed, that this regulation 1 is 
obſerved in the metropolis, but no where elle ; 
and not only tranſgreſſed in many cities and towns, 
but in the very ſmall places, that go under the 
name of fraternities, and other voluntary a ſſocia- 
tions, which ought not to be allowed, becauſe it 


* is in direct oppoſition to the laws of the kingdom, 


For theſe reaſons it would be proper to inforce 


| this ſtatute, and publiſh it every where, along with 


a collation of all the prohibitions, and other mca- 


| {ures which I propoſe, as inſtrumental in pro not- 
| ing an advantageous commerce. 


By 
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By article 13, of the ſtatute of Philip III. law 2. 
tit. 12, lib. 6, it is preſcribed, that no perſon, of | 
what condition or quality ſoever he be, import, or | 
conſume in theſe kingdoms, flambeaux of white | 
wax; and that they be only uſed in divine wor-. 
ſhip, under the penalty of a hundred ducats, 
every time any one ſhall offend againſt this law.. 
But as in the above ſtatute of the year 1723, this“ 
prohibition is not confirmed, as well as the reſt, þ 
I am in doubt whether it has been overlooked, or 


there were ſome objections to the practice of it. 


The juſt and decent reform, which his majeſty ] 
was pleaſed to preſcribe in apparel, and other] 


things, by the ſtatute of 1723 abovementioned, is 
a natural and eaſy ſtep to take away all pretence 
for importing ſeveral foreign commodities, with 


the direct prohibition it contains, of the uſe of 
all ſorts of point, and lace of black or white ſilk, 


hair, gawſe, and what are uſually called gine- 
bras, and which are not the manufacture of our 
own kingdoms, and it will be to our advantage 
to continue, and render the prohibition effectual, 


with the improvements and additions I propoſed Þ 


in chapter 61, which treats of it. 

The mode of wearing perriwigs is become ſo 
general, and has taken fo deep a root, that in 
my opinion all attempts to deftroy it would be 
vain, or even to moderate it in any conſiderable de- 
gree. In Spain and other ſouthern climates are 
but ſmall quantities of hair fit for this ſervice, and 
yet it is almoſt indiſpenſible; and it is well known, 
that moſt of what is conſumed in theſe kingdoms, 
comes from Flanders, Holland, Germany and 
other Northern countries, as well in hair, as in 
perriwigs, and by theſe means they alſo 2 
by | rom 
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from us great ſums of money. Since then for 


the reaſons before given, we are obliged to ſeek a 
ſupply from abroad, it is our duty to take care 
that it be imported in ſuch a way, as will be leaſt 
detrimental, and this muſt be in the materials, 
and not in the commodity ; fince the reaſoning 
and examples already produced in ſeveral cha 


ters, will eaſily make us apprehend, that if for 


one pound of hair, for inſtance, they draw from 
us two doblons, they extract fx at leaſt, when the 
hair is made up into a wig. The conſequence of 
which 1s, that the conſiderable ſum, this difference 
upon the whole muſt amount to, will remain in 
Spain, whenever thoſe wigs ſhall be made here, and 
even though moſt of the wigs be made by foreign 
hands invited over, from whom we ſhould alfo 
receive other advantages, ſpecihed in chapter 14, I 
judge it very convenient to prohibit the importa- 
tion of wigs, and to put them in the number of 
contraband goods, and over and above the penal- 
ty of confiſcation, to lay a fine of a hundred reals 


vellon upon every wig ſmuggled. But on the 


other hand I would give leave for hair to be im- 
ported in the ſhape, I ſhall propoſe chap, gr, 
where the importation of materials is conſidered, 

It will be very proper alſo, that all the other 
articles, the uſe or importation of which ſhall 
be prohibited, be declared contraband ; and be- 
ſides the confiſcation and loſs of them, there bc 
impoſed other fines and penalties, to render the 
thing effectual. 

As Ieſtcem it alſo our intereſt to prevent the 
Importation and uſe of books written in the Spa- 
niſh language, and printed abroad; as alſo the 
Importation and conſumption of cards, ſweet- 

meats, 
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meats, confectionaries, &c. I reſerve theſe for other L 


chapters, where they will be particularly conſidered Þ © 


and the reaſons aſſigned, as alſo the way, that ſeems | 
moſt likely to eſtabliſh and render it effectual. 


r F 

Some of the principal articles, extracted from our | 
ancient and modern laws, relating to the good- Þ 
neſs, weight, meaſure, and other particulars 10 
be obſerved in ſilks, cloths, and fluffs, that are 
either manufactured in theſe kingdoms, or im- 
ported from abroad, and how much it con- 


cerns us to obſerve chem punctually, with 2 
improvements. 


HE IR majeſties, Ferdinand and Juana, 
made the following law. 
| _ « Moreover, I order, that all foreign cloths, 
ee which ſhall be ſold by the yard in theſe my 
© kingdoms, be of the goodneſs, meaſure, dye, 
&« ſtaple, and marks contained in theſe my ordi- 
C nances, and that contrary tothe form and tenor of 
them they cannot be fold under the penalties con- 
ee tained in theſe my ordinances, and in the laws 
ci and ſtatutes of theſe my kingdoms, which are 
« made relating thereunto.” 
Their majeſties decreed alſo the obſervation of 
what follows. 
« Moreover, foraſmuch as by theſe my ordi- 
« nances I command, that all foreign cloth, that 
« ſhall be brought for ſale into theſe kingdoms, 
be conformable to the cloths, which by theſe 
« ſame ordinances 1 order to be made in theſe 
& my kingdoms, that the merchants, who are to 
cc h the ſaid cloths, may the better — 
c cc an 
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and fulfil it. For the preſent, as well on this 


* 
9 


. account, as that they may ſell off the foreign 
. cloths, which they ſhall have brought in, and 
| : « ſhall have already upon their hands, I grant 
e them a term of time to the end of the firſt 
| Y cc year, that ſhall come after the year I 512, that 
4 during the ſaid time, they may provide in 
. fſuch manner, that the ſaid foreign cloths, which 
they ſhall bring from the ſaid time, and ever 
| after, be of the goodneſs, meaſure, dye, and ſtaple 
contained in theſe my ordinances; becauſe 


from the ſaid time, and ever after the ſaid pe- 


77700000. 


Mis 


| © nalties contained in theſe my ordinances, are 
e to be put in execution againſt them, But J 
„ give leave, that they may bring, if they ſhall 
0 pleaſe, finer cloths, and other ſorts than thoſe 
e which are directed by theſe my ordinances, 
without any penalty. And this ſame term of 
g time I grant alſo, that the cloths, which ſhall 
| © be already made in theſe my kingdoms, may 
| © be alſo fold; and after the expiration of the 


te 


ſaid term, I order, that the penalties contain- 
ed in theſe my ordinance be put in execution 


| © againſt them *.“ 


King Philip IV. by a ſtatute of February 1, 


| 1623, made the following regulation: 


« Becauſe in the fabrick of cloths, ſtuffs, &c. 


| © made of wool, as well as ſilk, or mixt, there 
c has been, and there is {till a great deal of fraud 
| © committed, for not being of due goodneſs, 
i they are manufactured with great art, and al- 
* © ſo laſt but a ſhort time, to the great charge 
« of the wearer, we order and command, that 


It appears, that later laws, cited in this chapter, alter, and 


are even contradictory to the laſt clauſes of this. 


« from 
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from this time forward, no perſon {ell or buy 
in theſe kingdoms, either for apparel, or for 
any other purpoſe, any kind or fort of cloth, 
or ſtuff, &c. of filk, or wool, or both, manu- 
factured either in, or out of theſe kingdoms, 
which is not made, and manufactured with 


the tale, mark, and goodneſs, conformable to 


what the laws and ordinances of theſe kingdoms, 
which have reſpect to the weavers or manu- 
facturers of wool, and filk, provide in ſuch calc; 
nor is it allowable to manufacture them in any 
other manner, under the penalty of forfeiture of 
the ſaid cloth or ſtuff, and of a hundred thou- 
ſand maravadis, to be divided into three parts 
to the uſe of the chamber, the judge, and in- 
former. And we do declare, that all traders 


have offended againſt, and incurred the penal- 


ty of this law, if they ſhall be found to have 
in their ſhops any of the ſaid cloths or ſtuffs, 
not having the qualities that are provided in 
it. And for the ſale and conſumption of all 
thoſe, which they ſhall have at preſent below 
this ſtandard, we allow them three years, by 
being regiſtred as ſuch. But becauſe in ſome 
parts of theſe kingdoms, there is ſet on foot a 
manufacture of certain ſorts of ſtuffs made of 
filk and wool, which, if they be wrought with 


due goodneſs, it may be uſeful and convenient 


not to prohibit, we order, that our council do 
cauſe them to be examined by fkilful perſons, 
and if they find them likely to turn out to ad- 


vantage, that they ſhall preſcribe the meaſure 


and goodneſs, according to which they may be 


manufactured from that time forwards, and in 


no other manner.” | 
— 1 In 


— 9 . 4 N 2 
we n 
. ; 5 . CG 3 3 * 9 Fry x 4 
+ 8 Cc 8 
f 2 + 8 + fo ooh Bar ee N — r 


of COMMERCE, &c. 95 

In the ſtatute of Charles II. and the queen 
mother reſpecting wearing apparel, eſtabliſhed 
March 1674, and to be found in tom. 3. pag. 278 


of the body of laws, are the two following articles. 


« 5. And for as much as by the ſaid laws it is 


allowed to import filks from abroad, whether 
a jt be from our own provinces and dominions, 
or thoſe of our allies, on condition of their hav- 
ing the weight, goodneſs, and meaſure, which 
| © are provided by the ſaid laws, we order, that 
| © all the ſaid fabricks and manufactures of filk, 


before they be admitted to ſale or barter, be 


examined by the viſitors, or inſpectors of the 
company of ſilk manufacturers, as well ſuch 
© asſhall be brought into this capital, as the other 
cities, villages, and parts of the kingdom; and 
let the ſaid inſpectors, after they have examin- 
ed, and found them to be of the weight and 
| © goodneſs, which the ſaid laws preſcribe, and 
4 to bear the genuine and known ſeals and marks 


456 
E. 


of the places from whence they come, in con- 


| © formity to the proviſion made by law 6. 


tec 


tit. 12. approve and warrant them; and they 


| © cannot be fold in any other form. And if at 


| 


| Cc 


oy 


| < 


If; 
T 


te 


| © the time of inſpection they ſhall find any, that 
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have not the legal goodneſs, weight, and mark, 
in ſuch caſe, let the viſitors or inſpectors lay an 
information before the juſtices whom it ſhall 
concern, that after a fair tryal they may de- 
termine agreeable to juſtice, and in ſuch tryals 
let them be conſidered as informers to the faid 
viſitors or inſpectors, and let there be accord- 
ingly applied to their uſe, the portion of the 

forfeiture, which ſhall belong to them accord- 
* Ing to the tenor of the laws, 


“ 6, And 
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« 6. And to the end that all the fabricks, and 


manufactures, that ſhall be for ſale, may be 
inſpected, and examined, whether they have 
the goodneſs, mark, weight, and meaſure, which 
the ſaid laws provide; we ordain, that in con- 


tormity to the proviſion made by the ſaid ſta- 


tute of Jan. 30. of this year, all the merchan- 
diſe, which ſhall be for ſale, be not carried, 
or unloaded at any private houſes in this capi- 
tal, or any other cities, villages, and parts of 
the kingdom, but that it be lodged in the cuſ- 
tom houſe, or ſuch other place as ſhall be pro- 
vided for it, where it may be ſeen and exa- 
mined by the viſitors and inſpectors appointed 
for that purpoſe; and let the ſaid viſitors, af- 
ter examining and finding them to be of the 
legal goodneſs, mark, weight, and meaſure, 
ſtamp and mark them with the ſeal and mark, 
that ſhall be choſen for this purpoſe; and with- 
out the ſaid mark and ſeal, they are not to go 
out of the cuſtom-houſes, or be eſteemed ven- 
dible; nor are the wholeſale or retail traders 
empowered to vend them, in any other form. 
And if they ſhall do it, that they ſhall forfeit all 
ſuch merchandiſes, and incur alſo the penaltics 
impoſed by the ſaid ſtatute,” _ 

In the ſtatute of his preſent majeſty, Nov. 15. 


1723, the ſubſtance of which is given in the 611% 
chapter of this treatiſe ; it is provided by article 5, 


that all woven and other commodities of filk, not 


contraband, be manufactured in theſe kingdoms of 
Spain, and its dominions, or in thoſe countries, with 
which we have an alliance, and treaty of commerce, 
under this condition, that all merchandiſe of this 


fort, which ſhall come in jrom abroad, be of ile 


Weight, 
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eveight, meaſure, mark and goodneſs, which all ſuch 


8 ought to have, that are wrought up, and manufac- 
” tured in theſe kingdoms, in conformity t0 what is 
8 preſeribed by the laws, 21, 22 and 23, tit. 12, 
lib. 5. of the body of laws, and to the ordinances 
made by the board of trade, and approved by the 


council. 


I think it very much our intereſt to obſerve 


J this and the other rules contained in the two ar- 
| ticles of the ſtatute of 16743 as well as all thoſe 
which have been produced in this chapter; and 
that all ſuch as ſhall be ſtill in force, and are not re- 
voked or altered by later ordinances, ought to be 
| revived, and collected together into one fingle 
| ſtatute, and be alſo adapted to the preſent ſtate 
and conſtitution of the times, in every thing, 
that ſhall ſeem prudent, both in order to inſure 
the good quality, and duration of the commodi- 
ties, and to leſſen the importation of thoſe from a- 
broad, For if we admit only ſuch, as thall be 
| of the goodneſs, quality and circumſtances above- 
mentioned, it is natural to imagine, that foreign- 
ers will not find their account in bringing many 
of them, as by this means they cannot ſell them 
ſo cheap as formerly; and that we ourſelves ſhall 
be as little tempted to buy them, ſince we can have 
them of our own manufacture at a tower price, 


and good enough. This will not only contribute 
to the moderation, and other views of general 


| advantage, which thoſe ſtatutes were calculated 


to promcte ; but will alſo give conſiderable en- 
couragement to manufactures, and the profitable 
commerce of theſe kingdoms, But I find, as it 
was inſinuated in chapter 61, that the RY are 


not as to this circumſtance put in execution, either 
Vor, II. 11 within 
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within the metropolis, or out of it; and as the 


cuſtom houſes, and other regiſter offices are the | 
N where the principal care is to be taken, | 
oth for the examination, and for to prevent their E 
being imported, and all other things, which the 
law provides againſt, it is my opinion, that very | 
ſtrict orders be given to all the commiſſioners of 
the cuſtoms, and the other perſons concerned, that BR = 
for the future they more ſtrictly obſer ve this rule, 
and that at the ſame time inſtructions be given 


them, ſetting forth the quality, goodneſs, mea- 
ſure, weight, mark, and other circumſtances, 
which the commodities ought to have, and which 
are provided for in the ſaid laws, including alſo 
the penalties there denounced againſt oftenders, 
and every thing elſe, that may promote a more 
punctual execution of it. For the accompliſhment 
of which, great care and vigilance will at the ſame 
time be requiſite in the regiſtry of imports, or 
cuſtom houſe of Madrid, in the warehouſes and 
ſhops of this metropolis, and of the principal 
cities and villages, as well by the viſitors and in- 
ſpectors, and other meaſures provided for in the 
ſaid 5th and Gth article, of the ſtatute of 1674 
(in the fame manner it is done at Sevil, and ſome 
other cities) as allo by giving the fame in charge 
to the miniſters, or deputies of the board of trade, 
which for other purpoſes I recommended in the 
foregoing chapter; and by them, being perſons 
of character, and confidence, the ſhops and ware- 
houſes ſhould be from time to time viſited, over 
and above the great care and vigilance, which 
ought to be in the cuſtom houſe, and even in the 
places, where they are manufactured; it being 
underſtood, that notwithſtanding it be viſitors 


and 


8 . 7 Rong 5 Low ne IN >, « AN, ae E 
Fr 2222 TIE ATI o Is pers: „%%% ² ͤ%AA 
, 2 RPG 0 A 9 , 8 TIE en Far ER ⁵ ⁵œ! ß ß og eh” 20 ? 
* INE n 88 ˙ T „c SEN 8 WEST Is RR RF OS oe HE th LIES l nn 
. „% TTT ay ns JJC INST OC a YI I ES 0 pt S * 
* W ad 2 „ MOT IEC IN 4-4 PS =. 22 8 A / ARES ERIE FALL ne THY 2 2 > oy * a 
nn . T SꝗFꝗ§＋ꝙ l TTT eng 1-48 So Ft OF - „„ . 2 . N LB * + * 
TTC | r * 
4 / ey gt I Wn 5s o N 33 N 5 5 8 * " — 
A 3 ety a RAS Ps N 3 5 PI IS _ : * 


7 / EI 2 i I BE Fr A dos a kg Er WR Ant ot, But 4 ds: 8 Hh 
JJ ... ... d A . 
2 8 N 8 — * ( 5 « * 
6 F r TE * * * 4 
3 . N RS * 8 


” N * n e WES, ESR: ST, 3 =o 
WIE in is HHS ae ad no + og CO REIT IO A Eon gy vo PREP Is „ 3 n Ft] 
y © ORE To de eb ea c ˙ Ä. EL Eaten 3; OY CASO SOT ena Teen due FC 
W — n et; * C 7 N e 2 ” - ay. ö 
ö W R * „3 C } 4 . — a 
371 (nin * . ˙ Re nd Oh NN ELITIST ELLIS EET e : . s I - 
e n eee * v ? , a 


E 
2 „ 5 


of COMMERCE, &c . 99 


and inſpectors of the companies, who lay the in- 


formation, the cauſe is to be tried and deter- 
mined by the delegates of the board of trade, 
with a right of appeal to the board itſelf; And 
that the ſaid viſitors or inſpectors are to be entitled 
to a moiety of the penalties, fines, and confiſcations, 


or ſuch proportion as ſhould be aſſigned them in 


quality of informers, whenever they be ſo, and 
the fraud or offence be proved. But then let there 
be no unneceſſary charges or vexations created to 
the maker or vender, and an appeal be allowed 
from the ſentence, or penalty they ſhall be con- 
demned to pay, whenever the party, under cer- 
tain reſtrictions, demands it of the board, and in 
this appeal all the proceedings, ought to be as ex- 


peditious, and attended with as little expence as 


is practicable. I have only to add on this head, 
that as ſoon as Lewis XIV. king of France, had 
appointed men of abilities and fidelity to be in- 
ſpectors, who were to uſe the utmoſt care and 
vigilance that all manufactures of filk, wool, cot- 


ton, and other fabricks, ſhould have the good- 
neſs, weight, quality, and other circumſtances. 


preſcribed by his ordinances, and with this in- 
tent aſſiſted in the cuſtom houſes, and reſided in 
the manufactories, and other proper places, they 
greatly improved the fabricks of that kingdom, 


and ſoon found a very conſiderable advance of 


their commerce both at home .and abroad. 


That the ſtatutes and laws, which take cog- 


niſance of the weight, mark, and other circum- 
ſtances of our own and foreign ſtuſfs, &c. may 
be turned to with greater caſe, as well for a guide 
to us in reviving them, as other uſes, that may 


occur, I have thought proper to advertiſe here, 
H 2 that 
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that in ſeveral laws of king Ferdinand the Catho- 
lick, inſerted under tit. 13. lib. 6. and of the 
emperor Charles V. collected under the titles 14, 
15, 16, 17. lib. 6. are explained, the weight, 
meaſure, and other rules that are to be obſerved. 
in woollen cloths: that in the laws 22. and 23. 
tit, 12. lib. 5. made by Philip II. in the year 1590, 
and 1593, are ſet forth, the weight, meaſure, and 
other circumſtances, according to which our filks 
are to be manufactured, and thoſe alſo, that come 
from abroad, are to keep up to; and the laſt ſta- 
tute relating to this affair was that of Charles II. 
publiſhed January 23, 1675, and inſerted in tom. 3. 
page 280 of the late body of laws, which allo 
contains thoſe of 1590, and 1593. 
As making ordinances and other proviſions, is 
by no means ſufficient for our purpoſe, if they 
be not made known to all the cities, towns, &c. 
to the officers and others, whom it ſhall concern, 
and very diſtinctly, that they may ſerve for a plain 
rule, and direction to thoſe, who are to take care 
of the execution, it will be very prudent, that 
all ſuch as ſhall be revived, or made anew in 
regard to prohibitions, or dutics upon goods and 
fruits, the goodneſs, weight, and other circum- 
ſtances, which woven goods are to have ; and all 
the cther proviſions tending to the advancement 
and perfection of manufactories, and an advan- 
tageous commerce, be collected and printed toge- 
gether in a ſmaller character, that, as the book 
will then be manual, it may for once be diſtri- 
buted to all the abovementioned officers, cities, 
towns and places, for their uſe and better infor- 
mation, and that liberty be alſo given to the prin- 
ter, who ſhall be charged with it, to print off 5 
is 


2 * 
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his own account a larger number of copies, to 
ſupply all ſuch, as ſtand in need of them, at a 
price, that ſhall be ſet upon them, in imitation 
of all other well governed kingdoms and ſtates, 


And unleſs ſuch a proviſion be made, it will be 
very difficult, if not altogether impollible, to ob- 


tain a regular execution of theſe or any other eſta- 


bliſhments whatever, For it is to be conſidered, 
that though part of theſe prohibitions, and other 
regularities are comprehended i in the late body of 


the laws, this is not ſufficient for the I 


tion of all, that' are concerned to know them, 
both betaaſe the collection does not contain the 
whole, and becauſe thoſe, which are there, do 
not follow one another, but are interſperſed 


throughout four volumes in folio, Moreover, as 


this work is large and expenſive, it would be very 
difficult to communicate a copy to all the cities, 
towns, places, officers, &c, who, for reaſons Th 


ready given, ought to be acquainted with laws of 


ſo important a nature, But what more eſpecially 
calls for this ſeparate collection in the manner 


propoſed, is, that it ſhould neceffarily contain all 


the proviſions relating to this affair, and which 


are not tobe found in thoſe four volumes; and as it 


is alſo certain, that few cities, towns, and offi- 
cers, have this laſt collection, printed | in the year 
1723, though it contains many ſtatutes, Jaws, 
decrees, acts, and other proviſions eſtabliſhed dur- 
ing the 8 3 years, between the impreſſion of 1640, 

and this of 1723, and which ought to be in all the 
councils, courts, offices, &c. for their direction. 

Theſe reflections plead more ſtrongly in favour of 
this collection, and of our giving the general in- 


IH 3 


every 
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formation 1 have recommended, in reſpect to 
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every thing that concerns our trade and manu- 
factures. 


And if it ſhall be thought of ſervice to enforce 


all theſe proviſions with the ſanction Philip II. 
publiſhed in the year 1593, for the more effec- 
tually carrying of the Jaws into execution, I have 
inſerted it here. 
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ce And to the end, that all theſe our ſaid ſtatutes 
may be the better and more effectually ob- 


ſerved, executed, and fulfilled, we order the 


Juſtices of theſe our kingdoms, in caſe there be 


no informer, Or there be Oe, and no proſecu- 3 


tor, that they themſelves proceed ex officio to 
the execution of the penalties, and do accord- 


ingly execute them upon all offenders rigo- 


rouſly, and without any indulgence or remiſ- 


ſion whatever; and if they neglect, and do not 


ſtrictly fullfil their duty 1n this manner, that a 
particulay charge of every ſuch coin and 
neglect, be repreſented in the reſidencias or me- 
morial of their conduct and behaviour in their 
office, and that they be chaſtiſed with all ne- 
ceſſary rigour, and that the judges, whoſe duty 
it ſhall he to * up thoſe memorials, be par- 
ticularly commiſſioned and charged to do it. 

« And we order alſo, that the penalties of the 


ſaid laws and ſtatutes be not moderated by the 


alcaldes of our houſhold and court, or by thoſe 
of the royal chanceries, and audiences, or by 
thoſe of our council, and auditors of the ſaid 
chanceries, and judges of the ſaid audiences, in 
viſiting the priſons, or by any other judges in 
any manner whatſoever, 


ee And that what is provided and decreed by 


the faid laws : and ſtatutes may be more effectu- 


cc « ally 


Ws 


ally and fully carried into execution, we order 
our council, and the auditors of our chanceries 
of Valladolid and Granada, and judges of our 
courts in Galicia, Sevil, and the Canaries, that 
at ſuch times as they mall viſit the priſons, that 
they inform themſelves very diligemly of the 
care that has been taken in that week by our 
juſtices, for the obſervation and performance 
of them; what informations have been laid 


* againſt ſuch as ſhall have offended contrary 
to what 1s provided by them; what ſentence has 


been- paſſed upon them, and how the penalties 
of the ſaid laws and ſtatutes have been put in 


execution; and in caſe there has been any neg- 
les, or remiſſion, that they remedy and cor- 


rect it, And to the ſame end, we order the 


preſident of our council and thoſe of the ſaid 
chanceries, the governor of the audience of the 


kingdom of Galicia, and regent of that of Sevil, 
and the Canaries, that they nominate and ap- 
point every year a member of the council, and 
of the ſaid chanceries and audiences to take eſpe- 


cial care of the fulfilling of the faid laws and 


ſtatutes, and of the execution of the penalties 


therein contained, and to give information to 


the preſidents of the ſaid tribunals, and to the 


tribunals them ſelves, that, according to the re- 


preſentation made to them, ſuch meaſures may 


be taken, as ſhall be judged proper, and likely 
to enforce a ſtrict diſcharge and punctual exe» 
cution, as it is our reſolution and pleaſure,” 
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CHAP, LXXXIV. 


A calculation of the vaſt quantities of ſpicery, fo. 
reigners ſupply us with, both for the conſump- 
tion of Spain and the Indies; the large ſums of 
money they drain from us by this means. An 

advance of the duties, and other meaſures pro- 
poſed to diſcourage their importation, and re- 
duce the conſumption of them, and that what we 


really want for our own uſe, be ſupplied by his 
majeſty's ſubiects. 


I is notorious, that in Spain there is a very 
great conſumption of pepper, cinnamon, cloves, 
nutmegs, and other ſpices, imported fron broad, 
but eſpecially of pepper and cinnamon, a great 
quantity of which is alſo expended in chocolate, 
ever ſince the uſe of vanellas has been gener ally 
laid aſide, on account of their being unwholeſome, 
If then fo prudent a confidcration has baniſhed 
this fruit, though it be the peculiar growth of 
his majeſty's kingdoms, with how. much more 
reaſon ought we to prohibit, or at leaſt reduce, 
the. conſumption of pepper, cloves, and other 
ſpices, the growth of foreign climates, and the 
traffick of other nations, and whicn occaſion both 
the loſs of our health and money? However, I 
| have not courage enough to ſuggeſt an abſolute 
prohibition of pepper, it has taken too deep a root, 
nor at this time to recommend its cultivation in 
Spain. For though in ſome places there are al- 
ready a few plantations of this fruit, and we may 
flatter ourſelves with raiſing perhaps a ſufficient 
quantity, in the ſouthern provinces, for the or- 
dinary conſumption of this kingdom, notwith- 
— ſtanding 
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ſtanding the climate be not ſo hot, as the ifland of 


Sumatra, and other parts of Afia, where is the 


principal growth of it, this experiment deſerves our 
conſideration. And thous h I have been aſſured, 


that in ſome foreſts of be {land of Porto Rico 


there is gathered very good pepper, as alſo that 


cinnamon and nutmegs are found in ſome parts of 


the Terra Firma, and the new kingdom of Gra- 
nada, I am not fully ſatisfied, they can be culti- 
vated to advantage in Americs: and vet the coun- 
try is equally as hot as thoſe of the Eaſt, that now 
produce them: ſeveral of its provinces being i in 
the ſame latitude and climate, the rays of the {Un 
alſo fall perpendicular upon them. 

It is my opinion, till what was ſuggeſted 1n the 
foregoing paragraph can be aſcertained, and as 


much, as is practicable, carried into execution, 


that we ſhould, to the utmoſt, diſcourage their 
unportation, by an advance of the duties, "and all 
other meaſures; and provide at the ſame time, 
that all pepper and cinnamon, imported into Spain 
by foreign ſhips, pay the cuſtoms entire, as well 
thoſe of the Almojarifazgo, and Diezmo, as thoſe 
impoſed under the name of Millon, which in 
Andaluſia amount to 85 maravedis per pound up- 
on cinnamon, and 51 per pound upon pepper; 
and that in all places, wherever they ſhall be fold, 
they pay alſo entire, the 14 per cent. charged by 
the Alcavalas, and Cientos. By this means we ſhall 


reduce an injurious traffick carried on by foreigu- 


ers, as alſo the conſumption of the com nodity 3 in 
theſe kingdoms, a thing no leſs to be deſired from 


the quality of the commerce, than for the ſake 
of our health. Moreover to procure the ſupplies 


we really want of theſe commodities, without in- 
Ty 
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Jury to ourſelves, either in Europe or America, 
we may open a trade ourſelves, and reap the be⸗ 
nefit of it, by purchaſing them! in the Philippine 
iſlands, where they are to be got at a ſmall price, 
and tranſporting them afterwards to Acapulco, 
Panama, and other ports; by which our Indies 
may be ſupplied, and by way of Porto-velo, and 
other places, a ſufficient quantity for theſe king- 
doms may be tranſported to Andaluſia, provided 


we only exact a very moderate duty on their im- 
portation, as I have already hinted elſewhere, and 


ſhall explain more, when I come to treat of the 


commerce between Spain and America. This 


may be done, if it be not judged more prudent to 
bring it directly to Spain, in the fame channel as 


other nations do, by a coaſting voyage along Alia 


and Africa. 
By theſe and other proviſions would be pre- 


vented the extraction of large ſums of money, 


which by means of ſpicery (though it be very 
deſtructive to health) foreigners drain from us; 


ſums, that I am perſuaded, muſt exceed two 


millions of dollars yearly, For if we rate the 
conſumption at the loweſt eſtimate of a marave- 
dis per day to every family of five perſons, one 
with another, according to the value it bears on 
its coming into Spain, or at the time foreigners 
ſell it to us, without regarding the cinnamon 


uſed in chocolate, it amounts to a million and 
half of maravedis per day, to an equal number 


of families, as they have been already calculated 
in Spain. So that the bare conſumption of theſe 
kingdoms amounts yearly to 547,500,000 Mara- 
vedis, which make about 1,100,000 dollars. And 
in conſideration that the cinnamon expended in 

een chocolate, 


pe 
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chocolate, and other things, will amount to above 
200,000 dollars, the whole makes 1,300,000. 
Nor does this calculation ſeem to be too high; as 
ſpicery (pepper in particular) 1 is of great and ge- 
neral conſumption, as well among the rich, as the 

caſants, and others, that live upon their Jabour. 


And if the cuſtom houſe books do not ſhew ſo 


large a quantity imported, as is equivalent to this 
ſum, it is becauſe a great deal comes in unregiſ- 
tred, and very great abatements and indulgen- 
ces, are uſually allowed both in the admeaſure- 
ment and the cuſtoins. To the above ſum is to 
be added vaſt quantities, that are brought to 
Cadiz for the trade of Spaniſh America, ſince by 
the factors of the Indies, that reſide in that city; 
it is found, that there was regiſtred and ſhip 

on board the fingle flota, that ſailed for New 9 


in the year 1720, to the amount of 204,044 


pounds of cinnamon, and 83,250 pounds of pep- 
per, without conſidering the indulgences and 
abatements, uſually 1 in the Saad. 


ment. As it is to be ſuppoſed, that the principal 


part of the traffick of theſe ſpices is carried on 
by the Dutch, and other foreigners, by means of 
factors for the flotas, and other arts, it is judged, 

that by this ſingle article they have drained us of 
above a million of dollars; beſides the great quan- 
tities they themſelves ſhip, and introduce dirc ly 


into our Indies by means of their colonies. So that 
one may conclude, upon very good grounds, that 


by the ſpicery alone, including cinnamon, they 


drain the kingdom annually of two millions and 
a half of dollars: ſuflicient to convince us of the 
infinite damage this rotten wood, or ſecret de- 


yourer occaliuns to this kingdom, and that it de- 
mands 
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to provide a remedy againſt the evil. 


demands the utmoſt attention of the government 


As to cloves, nutmegs, and ginger, were the 


importation and uſe of them abſolutely prohi- 


bited in his majeſty's dominions, we ſhould, in 
my opinion, find no loſs from it, ſince they are 


reckoned to be rather noxious than falutary, 
However, as ſome perſons contend for their be- 


ing uſeful in certain medicines, though others are 
of opinion, the want of them may eaſily be made 
up with other things more natural for the ſame 
medicine, it will be prudent to determine, whe- 
ther of the two opinions ought to take place, and, 
in the mean time, allow the importation of them 
in the ſhape, and upon payment of the advanced 
duties, I propoſed in the caſe of pepper and cin- 
namon. | 


CHAP. LXXXV. 
T he great conſumption of foreign paper in Spain, 


as well for writing as printing. Large ſims 
of money extracted out of the kingdom by this 
means; and the particular meaſures to be*em- 
ployed to prevent, or at leaſt moderate theſe in. 
conventences conſiderably. 


FERY great alſo is the conſumption of fo- 
reign paper in Spain and the Indies, parti- 


culatly that of the Genoeſe, which is uſually ex- 


pended in the public offices of the capital, and 


the provinces, and by all perfons of any diſtinc- 
tion; as alſo for the printing of a great number 


of bocks; and even the ſtamp- paper for judicial 
acts in theſe kingdoms, and the Indies, comes 
from that republic, where they keep at work 

above 
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F above 1 50 mills, that are ſo many eſtates to the 
inhabitants, and, in a great meaſure, raiſed upon 
the vent and conſumption this manufacture meets 


E with in Spain and the Indies, It is a great au- 
EZ thority for it, that 105,796 reams of this commo- 
dity were regiſtred and ſhipped aboard the flota 


of 1720, for New Spain, excluſive of what was 


5 done by ſtealth, and of any abatement or allow- 


ance in the admeaſurement, and calculation of 


the quantities, the duties being ſo remarkably 
high, as to charge two reals plate upon every 
team of paper at the time it is put on board, 
which is above 20 per cent. of its value. To 
this we are to add the foreign paper, of which 
the books that filled 280 caſes, were made, and 
E ſhipped on board the ſame flota, 

It is alſo a thing very remarkable, that the 
paper, though it be very coarſe, on which the bulls 
of the holy Cruzada for the Indies is printed, has 


hitherto come from abroad, as is evident from the 


ptivilege granted to the royal monaſtery of St. 
E Lawrence, to import yearly 6500 reams, free of 
duty, in order to make the impreſſion in Anda- 
luſia, which is at their expence. ; | 
Alfter what has been advanced, it will not ſeem 
ſtrange, that with value of the paper they bring 
Jus from abroad, and the profits ariſing from the 
E traffic of this commodity, they ſhould drain from 
us annually above half a million of dollars, in- 
E cluding the value of, and profits upon the printed 
books, which they bring in, not only in their own, 
but alſo. in our language, though they be full of 
errors. 
Notwithſtanding foreign paper, imported into 
Spain, pays no inconſiderable duty, both to the 
| Diezmos, 
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Diezmos, and Cientos in the cuſtom- houſe, and to 
the ſubſidy of Millon, granted by the kingdom, 
which is alſo charged at entrance, I think, as it is 
our intereſt to diſcourage and reduce the impor- 
tation as much as poſſible, in order to prevent the 
extraction of our money, and to promote and fa- 
cilitate the ſale of our own manufacture, it will be 
prudent to allow no indulgence, either in the 
cuſtoms themſelves, or in the valuation; and that 


in every place, where it ſhall be fold, it pay the 


Alcavala entire, efpecially at its entry into Ma- 
drid, which 1s the time, when the {aid Alcavala is 
demanded, and that it alſo pay the other inland 
duties chargeable Upon it, without any allowance 
whatſoever. 

In caſe the duty of the Millon be not chargeable 


on foreign orcs into Catalonia, Valen- 


cia, and Aragon, as it is in the ports of Caſtile, it 
will be alſo very proper to impoſe that tax upon 
it, obſerving all the precautions, I recommended 
in chapter 87, touching the duties of the Millon, 
upon falt fiſh, that ſhall be imported into theſe 
kingdoms, and eſpecially for Valencia, through 
which conſiderable quantities, even at this time, 
paſs into Caſtile, and ſome into Aragon. By theſe 
proviſions, and ſome others that hal be propoſed, 
it may be expected, that what is manufactured in 
Spain, though it now ſell ſomewhat dearer, may 
have a better vent, and by conſequence the fa- 
brick every day improve in goodneſs, when we con- 
ſider, that though they make good paper in France 
and Holland, incenfiderable are the quantities, that 
come from thence, by reaſon of the advanced 
price, and becauſe it does not Pleaſe us ſo well as 
that of Genoa, 

I am 
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J am alſo to obſerve, that moſt of the paper, 
expended in his majeſty's dominions, is manu- 
factured at Genoa, and other places, with Spaniſh 
rags. And if we prohibit the exportation of the 
ſaid rags, whether flax or hemp, it will be an ef- 
fectual means to better and enlarge our fabricks, 
as I propoſe it in chapter 89; and it is actually 
done in France, with a view to encourage their 
own manufactures of paper, paſtboard, and cards. 
And in caſe this material (which, though trifling, 
is of vaſt importance in trade) be chargeable to 
the Alcavala, and other inland duties, theſe ſhould 
be entirely taken off, and the prohibition executed 
with rigour, as, it ſeems, there is one already 
eſtabliſhed againſt importing foreign cards, the 
conſumption of which is ſcarce to be regarded. 
Tt ſeems alſo, without any con ſiderable diſad- 
vantage to printed books, that we might very 
much encourage the Spaniſh traffic and manu- 
facture of paper, by ordering under heavy fines 
and penaltics, that all the {aid impreſſions, whe- 
ther they be books, looſe papers, memorials, de- 
= crees, or any other things whatſoever, be from 
and after the firſt day of January, 1725, made of 
paper manufactured in Spain only, For though 
our fabrick has hitherto fallen ſhort of the Italian 
in point of colour, it has ſufficient ſtrength and 
goodneſs, to take a fair and laſting impreſſion, 
eſpecially what is manufactured about Segovia, 
in Paular, Eſcurial, Cuenca, New Baztan, and ſe- 
veral other parts. Moreover, as by theſe means 
we ſhall procure a larger conſumption, and a bet- 
ter price for the paper, one may expect that it will 
improve in quality, and the manufacture enlarge 
| itſelf every where, by ſetting up mills alſo in An- 
; daluſia, 
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daluſia, where there is plenty of rags, and of the 


beſt ſort, which now are exported into Italy and 


other countries for want of mills to work them 
up in thoſe parts, And yet they have the fa- 


veurable circumſtance of fine rivers to build 


them upon, both in the kingdom of Sevil and 
Granada; provinces, that alſo poſſeſs the advan- 
tage of being conveniently ſituated for a trade tg 
the Indies. In ſome other chapters I ſhall re- 


commend, what I think will be inſtrumental in 
promoting theſe and other manufactories in the 


inland parts of Spain, 
Many of our books are printed in Flanders and 


other foreign countries, and imported into Spain, 


both for our ſupply here, and in the Indies; which 
occaſions two great evils. One is; that as they 
are ignorant of our language, and it is difficult to 


print and correct exactly, what they do not un- 


derſtand, they change and mangle words, and 
commit ſeveral other blunders, that often pervert 
the ſenſe, and ſometimes perplex and render it 
obſcure. This I have obſerved in the works of 
Saavedra, Solis, Faria, Tacitus, Strada, Benti- 
voglio, Philip de Comines, Henrico Catherino, 


Mariana, Sandoval, Marquez, Lawrenzo Gratian, 


Quevedo, and others, originally Spaniſh, or tran- 
flated into it. The other evil is, that by this 
means they drain us alſo of our money, and de- 


ſtroy the Spaniſh impreſſions. For theſe and 


other motives, it is fitting, that we prohibit, both 


here and in the Indies, the importation of all 


books whatſoever written in Spaniſh, and not 


printed in his majeſty's dominions, and not allow 


book ſellers or others to ſell or have them in their 


ſhops, houſes, or ware-houſes; in conſequence of 
. | it 
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it there ſhould be a prohibition to tranſport any 


ſuch books to the Indies, or vend them there, 


if any be carried thither in violation of ſuch a 
decree. This meaſure will alſo very much fa- 
vour our endeavours to enlarge and 1 improve the 
fabrick of paper, as well as printing, in Spain; 


the goodneſs of which depends upon the printer 


and author of the work; for whenever they. are 
diſpoſed to be at a little more expence for a good 


paper, and the letter is not too much worn, our 


impreſſions are executed as well as in any other 
part of Europe. 

The prohibition I recommend is in conſequence 
of what the very laws of the kingdom require, 


though they be not put in execution. For law 24. 


tit. 7. lib. 1. made in the year 1558, in the 
name of king Philip II. it is decreed under ri- 


gorous penalties, that no Spaniſh books printed 
abroad be imported into theſe kingdoms. By 


law 32, of the fame title and book, it is alſo pro- 


hibited to tend or carry books to be printed abroad, 
in any language or ſcience whatever. And by 
the act 188, of the council of Caſtile, Sept. 15, 


J 1617, collected in tom. 4. p. 36. of the laſt im- 


preſſion, it is ordered, that the laws made 1n this 
reſpect be executed, and no perſons have liberty 
to print books abroad, impoting allo new penal- 
ties upon the offenders. 


Whenever we come to a reſolution to prohibit 


the i Impor tation and ſale of Spaniſh books, not 


printed in Spain, under the penalties already in 
force, or ſuch others, as ſhall be thought more 
effectual, a thorough frarch is firſt to be made, 
what books have already been introduced, and Rill 


are 1n the (ſhops and houſes of bookie llers and 
Vor. II. | I printers 
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printers at Madrid, Sevil, Cadiz, and other prin. 
cipal cities: this ſhould alſo be under the conduct 
of officers, that may be confided in, and appoint- 


ed by the board of trade, who are to fign their 


names upon the firſt leaf, under the followin 
note, Introduced into Spain before the prohibition, 
and may be ſold, the date annexed, with an in- 
tent, that all ſuch books, as ſhall be found in the 
ſhops and houſes of bookſellers and printers, or in 
any other place, four months atter publiſhing this 
rohibition, and are not licenſed by the above 
mark or ſeal, be ſeiſed and burnt, and the pro- 
prietor fined 300 reals vellon, every time he ſhall 


be detected offending in this way; one moiety of 


it to the informer, the other to the judge and near- 


eſt hoſpital, in equal portions. 
All private families, that ſhall have ſuch books, 


ſhould alſo be required to produce them within 


the time limited, to the officers appointed for 


this inquiry, in order to have the ſame mark put 


upon them, and be given to underſtand, that 


ſhould they fail of doing it, the owners will incur 
the above fines and penalties. 

Againſt the abſolute prohibition, which I re- 
commend, upon the importation of books written 
in the Spaniſh language, or tranſlated into it, and 
not printed in Spain, the bookſellers, and other 
traders in that way, will make their remonſtrances, 
and plead an order publiſhed, October 29, 1720, 
by the council of the revenue, declaring and di- 
recting, that purſuant to law 21, tit, 7. lib. 1, 
in the body of ſtatutes, books imported Hom fo- 
reign countries be not chargeable with any duty 
to the Alcavalas, Diezmos, Portazgos, Puentes, 


Almojarifazgos or any. other impoſts in the king- 
4 dom, 
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dom, either coming in or going out of the ports, 
or inland cuſtom-houſes. This order of the 
council of the revenue was grounded upon the 
above law 21, as it is faid in the very order. But 
I apprehend it ſhould by no means extend to 
books written in Spaniſh, or tranſlated into it, 
that come from foreign kingdoms. For, as the 
ſaid law 21, referred to, was made in the year 
1480, it mult needs be repealed, and of no force, 
ſince law 24 of the ſame book and title, al- 
© ready taken notice of in this chapter, was pub- 
E liſhed 78 years after, in 1558, and it abſolutely 
= prohibits the introduction of Spaniſh books, not 
printed in Spain; and a diſpenſation from duties 
on the importation of a commodity, that cannot 
be imported without offending againſt an expreſs 
law, and incurring the rigorous penalties it de- 
nounces, can. be of no uſe. But notwithſtanding 
it be permitted at preſent, that what is an acci- 
dental circumſtance in this exemption from the 
duties be carried beyond the ſubſtance, or the 
fundamental laws that are now in force; and in 
| oppoſition to theſe, they continue to import the 

. WF faid books from abroad. For theſe, and other 
| reaſons already given, it will be proper to make a 
declaration, that the exemption from the duties 
contained in the above order of the council of 
the revenue, is to be underſtood, and obſerved with- 
„ out any prejudice to, or interfering with the ſaid 
- law 24, and other laws, that forbid the impor. 
tation of Spaniſh books printed abroad, which 
ought, methinks, to be in force, and obſerved, till 
they be formally revoked by his majeſty, in his 
| royal council of Caſtile, to whom the affair 
ſtrictly belongs. This order, publiſhed by the 
- — ws RI council 
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council of the revenue, is not in the new col- 
lection of laws, but may be found in p. 303. of 
the fourth edition of a book, written by Don 
Juan de Ripia, and printed at Madrid, in the Z 
year 1723, under the title of, Practica de la Ad- 
mi niſtracion, y Cobranza de las Rentas Reales, &c, 
As to that part of the order, which provides for 
the exportation of our own books without paying 
any duties, I ſee no objection to its being ob- 
ſerved, and rendered effectual. It is an indul- 
gence that is conſequent upon the rules, laid down 
in this general plan to facilitate the fale, and ex- 
portation of our own commodities. : . 
In chapter 9o, I recommend ſuch a reduction 
of the duties as, I apprehend, will admit of an 
exportation of paper manufactured in Spain, in 
order to promote and encourage our own Ppaper- 
mills. 5 ” 

Several propoſals have been made for all ſtamp 
paper to be of the manufacture of Spain only, 
But the perſons, who had the direction at thoſe 
times, apprehended great difficulties in the exe- 
cution of it, objecting, that it would not take the 
ſtamp ſo well as the Genoeſe paper, and as there 
was expenced in this ſingle article about 20,000 
reams, a ſufficient quantity was not to be readily 
obtained from the mills in Spain. But, I am per- 
ſuaded, there 1s little weight in theſe objections: 
the Spaniſh paper ſeems to have ſubſtance enough, 
and all the other qualities proper to receive and 
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preſerve the ſtamp of the royal arms, as well as MW x 
the motto, in which there is uſually found but f 
little delicacy and leſs curioſity, Moreover, how iſ a 
practicable the thing is, plainly appears from the f 
frequent experiments that have been made of it, Nn 
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and may be ſeen in prints at the beginning of 
many books, and elſewhere, which are impreſſions 
upon paper made in Spain; and all the advantage 
the Genoeſe paper has over ours, lies undoubtedly 
in its whiteneſs; a thing of no conſequence either 
to its taking a good or bad impreſſion, or to the 
duration of it. 5 
Some perſons have alſo objected, that, as the 
paper muſt be damped in order to take the ſeal, 
ours will not bear it, without damaging and mak- 
ing it much worſe for writing upon afterwards. 
But if this be the caſe, and the defect calls for a 
remedy, it ſhould be earneſtly ſet about, by giving 


the proprietors of the paper-mills notice of the 


imperfection, and charging them to remove it; 
and the thing is, in my opinion, very praQtica- 
ble, by means of the good materials we poſſeſs, 
and a proper diligence in looking out for, and 
employing good hands. 

As to there not being a ſufficient number of 
mills in Spain to provide paper for this uſe, I re- 


| peat a maxim I have hinted elſewhere, that a fear 


of not being able to remedy all the evil we ſuffer 


| ought never to divert us from endeavouring to 
| prevent, and remove as much of it as is poſtible, 
It would be alſo expedient, to enter into a con- 
| tract with the proprietors of the principal paper 
manufactories, to provide annually for the ſtamps, 


| as large quantities of paper, as they can manu- 
facture, even though it could not at this time 
| reach more than half of what is conſumed; for 
| {0 much leſs would then be brought in from 
| abroad, Moreover, by encouraging our manu- 
| factories with a ready and ſure market for ſo 
much as ſhall be covenanted in this caſe, it is very 
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natural for them to increaſe the number of mills, 
and in all of them to do their utmoſt to manu- 
facture greater quantities. 


CHAP. LXXXVI. 


Great advantage to Spain from printing at home 


all Breviaries, Miſſals, and other books of 


prayer, divine worſhip and ſchool-books ; ſome 
information, and ſuitable obſervations in favour 


of the propoſal. = 


| OR the reaſons aſhgned in the fore- 


going chapter, and upon ſeveral other ac- 
counts, it would be very much for the intereſt of 
his majeſty and the publick to print in this king- 
dom all Miſſals, Breviaries, pſalm books for 
churches and monaſteries, the hours in Latin, and 
other books of divine worſhip, and for ſchools, 
which in general come now from foreign coun- 


tries, and they to our misfortune, reap the bene- 
fit of this branch of trade. 


But I ſhall not pre- 
ſume to offer any particular plan for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of it; it is a very delicate affair, and ſeems 
more naturally to fall under the notice and deci- 
ſion of the commiſſary general of the Cruzada, 
or ſome other prelate, from whoſe zeal, and 
prudence one may expect ſucceſs. But as ſome 
former meaſures, that have been taken in this at- 


fair, may be of uſe, as alſo the publick ſpirit, wiſe 


proviſions and other regulations, which father 


Fr. Eugenio de la Llave, at that time prior of 


the royal monaſtery of St. Lawrence manifeſted 
on this occaſion in the year 1717, I have thought 
proper to inſert here the paper, which he drew 
up on this ſubject, with ſome occaſional reflect: 

. Ons, 


r * 
C 
* 9 r 


Tee £4 2 - 
PP 2 
I on Le id WE Pon bn 9 9 
e e e EST oe Ec. 8 N 


ons, as I go along, that may contribute to the 


of COMMERCE, & 119 


execution of it, 
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« As mention has been made to me of the im- 
« portant defign of an eſtabliſhment in Spain, for 
printing the ſacred books of the new prayers, 
which by virtue of royal grants and papal bulls 
has been done in the Plantin houſe at Ant- 


« werp, from whence they are imported for the 


cc 


«c 


cc 


te 
ce 
cc 
ec 
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ct 
6c 
ec 
ec 
tc 
ce 


cc 


(c 


cc 


cc 


* 


uſe and conſumption of theſe kingdoms by the 


royal foundation of the Eſcurial, which by 
patents and bulls is charged with the ſale, con- 


duct, and monopoly of thoſe books, as part of 


the revenue of this religious houſe, dedicated 


to the ſervice of God: And as my opinion was 


at the ſame time atked, whether this royal 


monaſtery could take upon it the charge of this 


important work ; for by ſuch an eſtabliſhment 
in theſe kingdoms, his majeſty's ſubjects would 
find a conſiderable abatement in the price of 
the book of prayers, and the extraction of mo- 
ney out of his majeſty's dominions be at the 
ſame time prevented, I can ſay on this head, 
though I have not conſulted the ſociety, for 
want of opportunity to do it, that, I appre- 
hend, it will be chearfully diſpoſed to prepare 
and ſet on foot a printing houſe in imitation of 
that at Antwerp, as far as the materials in 
Spain will allow of, without being deterred 
from it by any charge they may be at. For 
this ſociety will take all the neceſſary ſteps, 
to give immediate ſatisfaction to his majeſty 
and the publick, not only by ſetting up a print- 
ing houſe, but alſo what is much more, as 


* good a one, as can be deſired, and no ways in- 
* tertor to thoſe in foreign countries, notwith- 
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6e ſtanding the oppoſition, they met with upon 
* another occaſion, when the ſame thing was 
* defired by his majeſty. And as we muſt have 
© recourſe to fome paſt tranſactions for the bet- 
cc ter illuſtration of this matter, and to enable us 
« to bring it to perfection, it is to be obſerved, 
„That the holy father, Pius V. reformed the 
ce Roman Miſſal, and Breviary, and it was printed 
* at Rome in the year 1658. Afterwards it was 
brought to Spain, and ſome impreſſions were 
made there; but were found ſomewhat de- 
« fective: and, as they were inclined to have 
ce them in the utmoſt purity, a royal patent was 
« granted to Balthaſar Moreto, an inhabitant of 
«© Antwerp?®, that he alone ſhould have power to 
ce print in his Plantin printing houſe the holy 
* books of the new prayers for the provinces of 
« Spain. This privilege his majeſty and his royal 
t anceſtors have confirmed to his family and 
*« heirs; and his holineſs granted a ſpecial brief 
* and bull, that the new prayers ſhould be only 
e printed in the ſaid printing houſe out of Italy, 
« and for the uſe of Spain. As then that print- 
« ing houſe has acquired a right founded upon 
« ſuch a title, it will be proper for his majeſty to 
« annul the patent, and obtain a bull from his 
e holineſs, in favour of his royal monaſtery of 
ce the Eſcurial, for the making the ſaid impreſſion 
<* in Spain, with a declaration, that the com- 
« miſſary general of the holy Crurada, and his 
«© ſucceſſors, are to be, and = the judge conſer- 
4e vators, as well for the king, as the ſee of Rome, 
« for the direction of every thing regarding the 


Antwerp was at that time under the government of its 
lawful ſovereign the king of Spain, 
| % new 
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new prayers, as their predeceſſors have been, 
and with a prohibition to print them! in any 


ce Other manner. 


« On account of the defects, that were in the 


new Spaniſh impreſſions of the new prayers, 
and their being monopoliſed, the eccleſiaſtical 


ſtate made an oppoſition to it, pretending to 
be at liberty to buy the prayers, wherever they 
pleaſed, Hence enſued various ſuits at law; 
but the royal monaſtery was ſupported, and 
confirmed in the poſſeſſion of the privilege. 


But as it was neceſſary to provide a ſufficient 


quantity of the new prayers, better printed, 
and more correct, than had hitherto been, an 


agreement was made between the monaſtery 


and the eccleſiaſtical ſtate, in which among 
other things 1t was ſtipulated, that the mo- 
naſtery was to be under an obligation to pro- 


cure a ſufficient number of prayers, better 


printed and more correct, though it ſhould be 


neceſſary to procure them from foreign parts. 


As then an impreſſion is now to be made in 
Spain, ſome alteration muſt be made in this 
condition, that the eccleſiaſtick ſtate may be 


ſatisfied with the impreſſion of the prayers, 


from the printing houſe to be ſet up, in which 
the monaſtery will endeavour to excel, as well 


© in the paper, the neatneſs and perfection of the 


letter, as in the greateit correctneſs, and the 
contract above-mentioned ought to ſtand and 
be approved and confirmed 1n every other ar- 
ticle; and ſuch decrecs and orders iſſued out as 
are neceſſary to ſecure the obſervation of them. 


© We find upon trial, that the Spaniſh paper 
mills, do not produce a fabrick at preſent that 
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122 The Turory and PRAcTICE 
** is good enough for this impreſſion, whether it 
4 be for want of materials, or {kill in the work- 
e men®; and as it is neceſſary to provide and 
« erect mills, wherever it can be done, and two 
„ have been erected in the royal foreſts of the 
© Eſcurial, which have ſince been ruined, becauſe 
« the trade had failed, it will be proper at the 
« ſame time for his majeſty to permit the mo- 
1 naſtery to rebuild the ſaid mills e, in order to 
manufacture the quantity of paper, that is ne- 
<« ceſſary; and to prevent any inconvenience, 
« that may enſue in hunting, the monaſtery will 
« order one of the foreſts to be incloſed, by build- 
« ing a wall between them to cut off all com- 
« munication. 

« Since a ſupply of rags is alſo a neceſſary 
article, a privilege ſhould be granted, and the 
& neceſſary orders iſſued out, that the monaſtery 
« have an option or refuſal in the purchaſe of 
« them throughout his majeſty's dominions\1, 
« and a claim to take at prime coſt what others 
e have bought, notwithſtanding any privilege, 
« that ſhall have been granted previous to it; as 
« alſo that they be impowered to bring the rags 
ce to the mills, where the paper ſhall be made, 
« free of all duties, that are now, or ſhall here- 


b One has reaſon to NEL that by ole ding better rags, 
and a little more care, though it may occaſion ſomewhat greater 
expence, in procuring and employing good workmen, that the 
fabrick would ſoon be improved, as we have found it lately to 
* the caſe in thoſe of wool, ſilk, and flax. 
© Theſe two mills are already rebuilt, and at work. 
9 The agents, and other ſubalterns, uſually abuſe this kind of 
preference, or purchaſe of goo at prime coſt, and it will be 
neceſſary to guard it with ome A and other pru- 
2 regulations. | 

« after 
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after be impoſed. Orders are alſo to be given 
to the corregidors, and other officers in cities, 
towns, and places, where rags ſhall be, or are 
collected, that they allow them not to be ex- 
ported, or ſent abroad, whenever the monaſtery 
ſhall be in want of them. 

« Tn conſideration that there is not paper 
enough in Spain to ſet the preſs at work, his 
majeſty is in the mean time to give the mona- 
ſtery leave to procure and purchaſe it, where- 
ever it ſhall be found, even though it be in 


ſhall be built, be at work, and manufacture 
ſufficient quantities; or there be mills in Spain, 


« thus come in, and be fetched from abroad, or 
from ſome other part of Spain, ought to be 
free of all duties, of the Alcavala, Diezmos, 
and the royal duties, and any other whatſoever, 
that is, or ſhall be impoſed, fo that the mo- 
naſtery have only to pay the firſt coſt, and car- 
riage to the printing houſe*, 

« As it will be neceflary in a printing houſe 
ſo large as this, to conſume a great quantity of 
« lead and tin for caſting ſo many, and ſuch va- 
« rious ſorts of letter, as will be requiſite, his 

* majeſty ſhould be pleaſed to order, that out of 
© his own royal ſtores of lead and tin, ſo much 

be given to the monaſtery, as ſhall be neceſſary, 

„gratis, and without my charge!, 

« As 
* To grant what is required i in this article, ſcems very rea- 


ſonable, provided the quantity be determined, and the port 
where it is to be entered. 


I think a certain moderate portion of theſe commodities, 
which 
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foreign dominions or countries, till the mills 


that make and yield as much as ſhall be re- 
quired. Moreover, all this paper that ſhall 
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124 The Tnrory andPRACTICE 
« As it was impoſſible for me, in the ſhort 
time, that was allowed for my anſwer, to give 
te a particular account of the materials, that will 
ce be wanted for the fabrick of the mills and 
printing houſe, it would be proper to grant the 
© monaſtery a royal licence, that whatever may 
be neceflary to procure for this work, and every 
„e thing depending upon it, they may be im- 
e powered to do it without payment of any duty, 
even though they ſhould be obliged to have re- 
* courſe to foreign countries; and if his ma- 
« jeſty's recommendation ſhould be found neceſ- 
* ſary, that he would alſo vouchſafe to give it 5. 
« Since there are ſo very few printers in Spain, 
% that there will ſcarce be found any, who 
«© underſtand the Latin language perfectly, a 
e qualification very neceſſary for the impreſ- 
„ ſion of the new prayers: and the caſe is much 
the fame in reſpect to maſters and work- 
© men in the fabrick of paper; and on this ac- 
ce count I think it neceſſary and unavoidable, to 
% have recourſe to foreign nations, and fetch 
« from thence maſters and workmen {ſkilled in 
both arts, his majeſty ſhould be pleaſed not only 
«© to permit this too, but either by letter, or his 


« embaſſadors, recommend it to princes to ſend 
ce them hither. To theſe ſhould alſo be granted 


which are to be put into the hands of the undertakers by his 
majeſty, gratis, or at an under price, ſhould be allotted them 
annually, as there would be the greateſt conſumption the firſt 
year. For the ſame letter will ſerve to print many volumes, 
and when worn out may be recaſt, and by a ſmall addition of 
metal, the ſame quantity of letter, &c. which they ſhall be in 
want of, may be founded a ſecond time. 

= This may be allowed, having firſt determined the quantity, 

and laid down ſome other precautions. 


6c. free, 
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te free, ſafe, and neceſſary paſſports, to come into 
« his 'ajeſty”s dominions with their families, 
4 without paying any taxes either for themſelves 
« or effects; and after they are ſettled here, ought 
« to be made free deniſons and naturaliſed, ſo 
« that they may enjoy all the privileges, prehe- 
e minence, and immunities of a native, and to 
% pay no taxes or duties, but be free and exempt, 
© becaule the intereſt of the publick is concerned, 
« and they will be of uſe to teach and plant thoſe 
arts here, which we ſtand ſo much in need of h. 
In conſideration that this is ſo magnificent 
e an undertaking, and of ſo great importance, 
« which we are deſirous to accompliſh, and the 
« royal monaſtery is not able to recollect every 
« thing that is neceflary for it, a competent term j 
« of time ſhould be allowed them, to conſider 
« what will be requiſite, and to particulariſe the 
« various articles, they ſhall be in want of, per- 
« ſuaded, that the monaſtery is ready to concur "- 
| © in any thing that ſhall be agreeable, or ad- 
| © vantageous to his majeſty and the publick. 
| © Madrid, February 14, 1717.” 
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d What is contained Alſo in this article ſeems allo proper to 
be allowed, under ſome due regulations, in what regards natu- 
raliſation and ſome other points. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. LXXXVII. 


An eſtimate of the great conſumption of bacalas 
and other ſalt fiſh brought by foreigners into 
Spain; how much they enervate the kingdom 
by draining it yearly of about three millions of 
dollars in this article. Preciſe meaſures to 
prevent, or at leaſt take away part of this great 
damage we ſuſtain, and which ſerves to 
ſtrengthen the powers, that are moſt at enmity 
1th our holy church. | 


T: ought to be a principal concern of the go- 
I vernment to prevent foreigners from enervat- 
ing the kingdom, ſo much as they do, by the im- 
portation of ſalt fiſh, and the great conſumption 
it meets with in'Spain, that of bacalao in particu- 
lar, which is known to be ſo conſiderable a part 
of the food of all its provinces in general. 
In order to calculate the conſumption, it is to 
be obſerved, that in the provinces of the crown of 
Caſtile the faſt days amount to a hundred and 
twenty in the year, and that they exceed a hun- 
dred and fixty in thoſe of the crown of Aragon, 
and in Navarre, where fleſh is prohibited on 
Saturdays, which is not the caſe in Caſtile, The 
computation may be a' little over or under, on ac- 
count of ſome variation there is in the devotional 
faſts. But if we rate the number to be a hundred 
and thirty in the year, one kingdom with another, 
throughout Spain, upon a moderate. ſuppoſition, 
that every family, one with another, ſhall expend 
four ounces of bacalao every faſt day (which is not 
an ounce to one perſon) there will be conſumed 


in a million and half of families, ſix millions of 
a which 
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bunces, which amount to 3750 quintals per day, 
and for the hundred and thirty faſt days in a year 
487, 500 quintals, which at the rate of five dollars, 
the current price, a little more or leſs, when fo- 
teigners ſell it us, amount to 2,437, 500 dollars. 
And if we add the great quantity of cured ſalmon, 
herrings, pilchards, and other fiſh from abroad, 
which is alſo expended in theſe kingdoms, one 
may reaſonably imagine, that the money they an- 


millions ef dollars, And it is one of the principal 

cauſes of our unhappy ſituation. „ 
lam aware there is no ſmall number of per- 
ſons, who, for want of health, are diſpenſed with 
eating fiſh upon vigils, and other days of abſti- 
E nence; but there are alſo many convents of men 
and women, ſome of which live upon fiſh every 
day in the year; others the greateſt part of it. 
| So that what theſe ſocieties exceed the hundred 
and thirty days of abſtinence, may be a balance 
por ſuch as eat fleſh on thoſe days. 


4 


| This general calculation I have thought pro- 


per to give, in order to have it more clearly ſeen 

| how much of our ſubſtance other nations drain 
from us by the ſale of cured fiſh; though I do it 
| with ſome reluctance, becauſe I am to draw pre- 
| ciſe concluſions from principles doubtful, and in- 
| capable of being aſcertained. But ſhould any 
one think I run far wide of the truth in my eſti- 
| mates, either exceeding or falling ſhort of it, 
| every one will be at liberty to corre& them, and 
| form others more exact from better information, 
and clearer notions of this matter. 


great relief to thale parts, where freſh fiſh is ſcarce; 
but 


nually drain from us by this article, is above three 


l am alſo very ſenſible, that bacalao is a diet of 


— 
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but we ſhould not on that account throw off all 
thoughts of repairing the great injury they do us 
by the ſale of this, and other ſalt fiſh, and neglect 
to avail ourſelves of ſuch meaſures, as prudence 
ſhall dictate, in particular the advantages which our 
own ſeas afford, and ſome other prudent conſidera. 
tions invite us to, and flatter us with an eaſy way i 
to ſupply our wants, if not wholly, at leaſt in a 
great meaſure; ſince it is well known what plenty 
of fiſh there is on the coaſt of Spain, eſpecially 
that of. Galicia. As it is alſo certain, that on the 
| coaſt of the Andaluſias there is abundance of tun- 
nies, ſturgeon, lampreys, cuttle fiſh, chevins, and 
ſeveral other ſorts of wholeſome fiſh, ſome of 
which ſalted, and others dried, are kept whole 
years, not only for a ſupply to thoſe provinces, 
where there is a great conſumption, but allo to 
furniſh us in the inland parts; and the only thing 
we want 1s to encourage a fiſhery, both on our 
own. coaſts, and in other ſeas, and this ſort of 
commerce by his majeſty's ſubjects, I ſhall there- 
fore proceed to point out ſuch meaſures, as ſeem 
to me moſt prudent, and likely to take effect. 
In chapters 73 and 74, I recommend the ſtation- 
ing of guarda-coſtas, and ſhew, that among 
other great advantages, they would be a means to 
enlarge our fiſheries on the coaſt of Spain and 
elſewhere, To their contents I refer for what 
concerns the encouragement and ſecurity of thoſe Ml 
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fiſheries, and intend only to add, that I eſteem it 
a very prudent ſtep, to lay as heavy duties, as 
treaties of peace and commerce ſhall allow, upon 
the importation of bacalao and other ſalt fiſh into 
Spain, without any abatement or indulgence 
whatever, not excepting the voluntary and acci- Wl : 
I 8 dental 
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dental allowances, which of late years have been 
made to fiſh, and ſome other things in the cuſtom 
houſes of Catalonia on their importation, beſides 
their not being charged in that principality, or 
the kingdom of Valencia, the duty of the Millon, 

which moſt part of the ſalt fiſh pays in the ports 
of Caſtile. BE 
It will alſo be proper for ſalt fiſh to pay entire 
the duties of the Alcavala and Cientos, in all places 
| where it ſhall be ſold, or the ſale repeated, guard- 
ing it with neceſſary precautions, whether the 
towns be under compoſition or adminiſtration, 
This is to be underſtood of the provinces, where 
theſe duties are eſtabliſhed. „ 
| In chapter 23, giving examples from the 


MW. French, I ſet forth ſome of the immunities, which 
his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, in the year 1713, 
granted to bacalao, and oils, proceeding from the 
p | fiſhery of his ſubjects, and alſo obſerve, that they 


| were allowed to export ſtores, arms, ammunition, 
| utenſils, and proviſions for the ſhips or veſſels in- 
n Wh tended for the ſaid fiſhery, and even the falt that 
WW fhould be wanted to cure the fiſh. To this I may 
| add, that in ſeveral articles, under tit, 15, of the 


> ordinance of 1680, in reſpect to the ſettling of the 
0 Label, or revenue of falt in that kingdom, are 
d 21 found many indulgences, and other encourage- 
ments granted for the curing of bacalao, ſalmon, 
1 herrings, pilchards, and other forts of fiſh; in 


particular the abatement of the price of it, and 
alſo the rules and precautions neceſſary to prevent 
frauds ſet forth at large. 

The 24¹ chapter contains a prohibition, that 


pilchards from foreign countries, in order to fa- 
Vor. II. K vour 


was made in France, againſt the importation of 
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our their own fiſhery; and the trade of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in this commodity. 

In chapter 28, where I produce ſome examples 
taken from the Engliſh, it is obſerved, that the 
duty upon ſalt, uſed in curing white herrings, was 
taken off in that kingdom in the year 1722, as 
alſo what was charged upon the pc d of the 
ſame herrings. 

In chapter 36, which treats of the meaſures 
er; by the Dutch, mention is alſo made of 
ſome indulgences, and other encouragements in 
favour of their fiſher ies. 

Upon the foundation of theſe examples taken 
* three nations, that beſt underſtand com- 
merce, and moſt proſper in it, and what ones 
own reaſon ſuggeſts, as proper to be done, I am 
of opinion, we ſhould give leave to all his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, that go to the fiſhery in their own 
veſſels, whether on the coaſts of Spain, or in the 
Mediterranean, to carry out free of all duty, at 
leaſt biſcuit, all ſorts of pulſe dried or green, and 


falt fiſh, caught in the Spaniſh fiſheries, and even 


a certain quantity of oil, vinegar, and brandy, in 
proportion to the number of hands, and the days, 
a few over or under, that they ſhall be employed 
in the fiſhery, being fully convinced, that the ſub- 
jects of other powers, upon no pretence whatever, 
can fairly. claim an equal privilege in this caſe 
with bis majeſty's people. For all conventions or 
treaties of commerce, even though they ſhould be 
ſtrictly obſerved, were made for very different 
purpoſes. Nor ſhall I ſtay to explain this matter, 
as the-anotives, Caſes, and other circumſtances, 
that diſtinguiſh the two things, are invariable and 


manifeſt, But it is further obſervable, that for 
4 | thele 
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theſe indulgences to the fiſhery, and his majeſty's 
ſabjects, there will be no reaſon to make an al- 
lowance to the farmers of the revenue, both on 
account of their trifling value, and becauſe they 
muſt experience, from the great improvement 
made by this means in the fiſhery and trade of 


the towns, where the revenues are farmed, a con- 


ſiderable increaſe of them other ways, as has been 
already (hewn in the caſe of manufactures. And 
to take away from the farmers all pretence for it, 
there. ſhould be an excluſive article to this effect 
in their contracts for the kingdoms of Murcia, 


Granada, Sevil, Galicia, the Aſturias, and the four 


towns; for in the other provinces upon the coaſt 
the provincial revenues are never farmed, nor the 


cuſtoms any where elſe, 


Should the fiſhery be at a diſtance; and it be u ne- 


| celſary to cure the fiſh before their return into 
port, it may alſo be allowed them to ſhip the 
| quantity of ſalt, they ſhall want, at the price it 


coſts the royal revenue; but under this condition, 
that if on account of their having caught no fiſh, 


or by any other accident, they ſhall return with 


all, or any part of the laid ſalt, they are then to 


carry it back to the publick magazine, or any 
other place whence they had it, and receive back 
all the money they paid for it; or elſe to depo- 
ſite it in the ſaid magazine, and have it delivered 
out again the next fiſhing ſeaſon, as it is done in 
France, in which caſe there will be no need to re- 


turn the money paid for it; but then both the 


quantity of ſalt, and the form and precautions, 
with which it muſt be received, are to be con- 


Aae aA the ſyper-intendant, or corregidor, to 


K 2 wWuhoſe 


| 
*Y 
1 
5 
Js 
6 y 
9 
a . 
7 
4 
1 
8 
4 
t 
— 
* 
4 
* 
. 
L, 
1 
F 
* 
1 
2 
bn 
. ms 
. = 
17. 
* 
5 
* 
1 \ 
' 4 
4 
* 
wy 
* 
Fg 
ig 
TO 
val 
1 
LA 
i 
* 
KN 
FF 
2 
* 
, * 
7 
N 
4 
x 
* 
1 
2 
* 
+ 
ins 
3 
2 
K 
4 
* * 
CY 
bh 
*1} 
2} 
® 
* 1 
* 
- 
x4 
$ 
: 
= 
3th 
bu 
$9 
* 
5 : 
F. 
>. 
WW 4 
S = 
\ is 
; 
"8 
- WR 
2 
"Y 
4 
* bat 
| 
& 
4 
0 
* 
C + 
.V 
5 
F- » 
1 
WM 
* 
3 | 
. * 
(5 
© 
> 
% 
: 


9 * . - — - 


132 The Tnrony and PRACTICE 
whoſe charge it ſhall fall, with the knowledge 
and conſent of the commiſſioners of this revenue. 

When the fiſhery is upon the neighbouring 
| coaſt, as it generally happens, for pilchards, tun- 
nies, &c. it may be ſo managed, that the ſuper. 
intendant or corregidor, whom it ſhall concern, 
with the conſent of the commiſſioners of the ſalt 
revenne, determine the quantity, that will ſuffice 
for curing what they have caught, and brought 
into port, and which is not be conſumed freſh, 
and that he deliver out or fell them ſo much as 
ſhall be neceſſary, at the price it coft the treaſury, 
making uſe of the utmoſt precaution to prevent 
wabds. | | et ns 

As freſh fiſh cannot come from any great 
diſtance, it is to be preſumed, whenever it i 
brought into any of the ports of Spain, that it 
has been caught upon our own coaſts; and the 
only doubt that can remain will be, whether it 
has been by foreign veſſels, or our own; and 
when it has been made appear, that the fiſh was 
caught by his majeſty's ſubjects, and in their own 
ſhipping, it may be allowed, without further ex- 
amination, for all freſn fiſh: to come into Spain 
without paying any cuſtom houſe duties; nor 
even after they have been ſalted, corned, cured, or 
pickled in his majefty's ports, ſhall there be 
charged upon them the faid cuſtom houſe du- 
ties, or that of the Alcavala upon the firſt ſale of 
them, when it happens in the ſame ports, wherc 
they were falted or pickled; moreover, in the 
{ame ports, where they ſhall have been cured, no 
duty ſhould be charged on account of exciſes, ot 
arbitrios, which ſhall be impoſed in their reſpec- 
tive towns, nor the duty of the Millon — 
— 4 | able 


of COMMERCE, &c. 133 


able at entry. But ſhould any fiſh come into 
port already ſalted, or in any other ſhape, than 
freſh, though it be by fiſhermen ſubjects to his 
majeſty, they ſhould pay all the duties, that are at 
that time chargeable, in order to cut off all op- 
portunities there otherwiſe might be for abuſes, 
and the importation of the fiſh cured by fo- 
reigners, under the ſame indulgence, that ſhould 
be granted only to ſubjects. 

It will be alſo very expedient, that all fiſh ſalt- 
ed, ſeaſoned, cured, or pickled be allowed on ex- 
portation out of Spain free. of all duties. But 
ſhould it be tranſported by fea to any other pro- 
vinces belonging to his majeſty, then it is to pay 


the duties of entry in the ſhape they ſubſiſt at 


that time, in order to cut off all opportunities for 
abuſes, that foreign fiſh may not be brought in, 


and enjoy the immunities, that ſhould be allowed 


only to our own people. 

In my opinion, it is alſo very prudent, that no- 
thing be charged or impoſed upon fiſhermen in 
any part of the crown of Caſtile, under the name 
of Alcavalas, Cientos, Millones, or other duties; 
for what they ſhall have gained, or may gain by 
their fiſheries, and that they pay only the duties 


laid upon the proviſions and commodities, they 


ſhall expend, as other families do; as alſo what 
is due from their eſtates, or any other occupations 
they may follow, excepting always what apper- 
tains to the fiſheries. So that though the amount 
of the duties upon ſhops, inns, ſhambles, and 
other publick ſtalls, or that of the Proprios or 


Arbitrios of the towns be inſufficient to pay the 
whole charged upon the towns for their quota to 


the royal revenue, nothing ſhall be levied upon 
K 3 any 
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any perſon, as a fiſherman, to make up that de. 
ficiency, nor any thing more than. what is due 
from the fortunes they ſhall poſſeſs, or other em- 
ployments they may follow, without ever con- 
ſenting, that either in this or any other caſe any 


burden be laid upon them. Nay rather, they 


ſhall be affiſted, in every thing that is reaſonable, 
and can be diſpenſed with, by the ſuper-inten- 
dants, corregidors, alcaldes, and other Juſtices, in 
whoſe power it lies to do it. 


The duties of the Alcavala, Cientos, and Mil. 
lones and others paid in Caſtile, are not charged 


ſeparately in Catalonia and Valencia, becauſe they 
are undiſtinguiſhed and abſorbed in the contri- 


bution to the provincial revenues, which in Cata- 


lonia are called Cataſtro, and in Vileneia the 7m- 


Poſition or equivalent; and it is my opinion, that 


to encourage the fiſhery by all practicable means, 


and thus prevent the great evils above mentioned, 


it will be expedient to levy no part of thoſe con- 
tributions in Catalonia and Valencia upon the 
fiſhermen on account of this occupation, or the 
gains of it, but only upon the fortunes they poſ- 
ſeſs, and other buſineſſes they may follow, with- 
out allowing them to be oppreſſed at any time, 
and rather favouring them in every thing, that 
ſhall be reaſonable and fitting. 

In chapter 74, I lay down as a piece of good 
policy, that ſome privileges be granted to the 
ſailors, who ſhall have ſerved two or three years 
on board his majeſty's ſhips, ſuch as an exemption 
from quartering ſoldiers, and other troubleſome 
offices, for ſome particular reaſons which I there 
aſſign. And fince we ought alſo to encourage 

2nd promate as much as Poſſible a fiſhery by his 


majelty's 
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majeſty's ſubjects, and we are obliged to it by 
very ſtrong motives, and ſuch as affect the general 
intereſt of the monarchy, we ſhould, in my opi- 


nion, allow the ſame relief and immunity to the 


captains, pilots, and mariners of the ſhips, that 
are employed in the fiſhery at the times and ſea- 
ſons proper for it, when it is upon any of the 
coaſts of Spain. For, beſides the motives above 
mentioned, that invite us to ſuch a meaſure, out 
of mere humanity one would prevent the vexa- 
tions and injuries, which their families muſt 
needs ſuffer, if during the frequent abſence of 
theſe ſea-faring people, their houſes and cottages 
ſhould be ſubject to the quartering of troops, and 
ſuch like burdens. Ss . 

By means of theſe and other proviſions, that 
may be employed, our fiſhery will no doubt be 
greatly enlarged upon the coaſts of Spain, for the 
ordinary conſumption of all the provinces, where 
part of the fiſh will be expended freſh, and the reſt 
falted, ſeaſoned, pickled, or cured; and it may 
extend itſelf to diſtant ſeas, as it is found to do in 


| other nations; and the natural conſequence of it 


will be a conſiderable decreaſe in the importation 
of fiſh, eſpecially bacalao from abroad. And that 
ſtill leſs may be brought in by foreigners, it will at 
the ſame time be proper to revive and enlarge 

the fiſhery, that for a long time was carried on by 
the Guipuzcoans and Biſcayners on the banks of 
Newfoundland, till the Engliſh obſtructed, and 
abſolutely refuſed it, ever ſince the reſignation, 


which France, by the 135 article of the treaty of 


Utrecht, made to the Engliſh of the port and co- 
lony of Placentia, and other places, which the 
French were poſſeſſed of in that iſland, yielding 


K 4 | up 
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up the whole ifland to the Engliſh, who before 
enjoyed only the ſouthern parts. By the ſaid 
treaty there was only reſerved to the French the 
_— of fiſhing and privilege of drying, from 

cape Bona-viſta, to the molt northern part of the 
ifland, and thence along the weſtern coaſt to the 
place called point Punta-Rica, leaving the French 
in poſſeſſion of the iſland called Cape Breton, and 
ſome other ſmall iſlands ſituated in the mouth of 


the gulph of St. Lawrence. 


Ia the 15% article of the treaty of peace, made 


between Spain and England in the year 17 13, are 


the following clauſes: _ 
And as on the part of Spain it is inſiſted, that 


the Biſcayners, and other ſubects of his catholick 
majeſty, have an undoubted right of fiſhing on the 
banks of Newfoundland, her majeſiy of Great 


Britain conſents and agrees, that all privileges, 
which can juſtly be claimed, be preſerved inviola- 
ble to the Biſcayners, and other inhabitants of 
Spain, 

The inhabitants of Guipuzcoa and Biſcay, upon 
the foundation and juſt claim of poſſeſſion, which 
they had enjoyed ever ſince the iſland was firſt diſ- 
covered, and from the proviſion made in the 15 
article of the treaty of 1713, that they might be 
diſturbed on no pretence whatever, fitted out ſhips, 
and making other regular preparations, ſailed to 
the banks and ports of Newfoundland, to carry 
on the fiſhery in the ſame manner they had done 
before; but the Engliſh governor, who had re- 
ſided at Placentia ever ſince the peace above 
mentioned, diſturbed them in the fiſhery, under 
pretence of having no orders from the king his 
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N prove their right to it, according to the 1 55 article 


8 
5 
is 


above mentioned. To this the Biſcayners and 
Guipuzcoans gave a ſatisfactory anſwer, by ſaying, 
that their claim was not written upon paper or 
parchment, but founded upon the right of having 
been the diſcoverers and firſt proprietors of the 
iſland, as alſo upon their having always had the 


poſſeſſion, uſe, and enjoyment of it, without 


having it diſputed or meeting with any obſtruction, 
either in the cutting or drying the fiſh, except at 
ſuch times, as Spain was at war with France, 
Moreover, though the French, in the year 1697, 
began to lay them under ſome difficulties, parti- 
cularly in reſpect to the uſg of the port of Pla- 
centia, where that advantageous article of ba- 
calao was uſually cured, Spain was reſtored again 
to its ancient poſſeſſion, the French themſelves ac- 
knowledging, that the Spaniards had a free and 
immemorial title to thoſe fiſheries. 

And though upon this foundation, and ſo juſt 
a claim, application has been made at the court 
of London, ever fince the year 1715, by the Mar- 
queſs of Montaleon, in conſequence of his ma- 
jeſty's inſtructions, that we might be maintained 
in the poſſeſſion of fiſhing, cutting, and drying 
bacalao in thoſe places, and of tranſporting it 
freely to Spain, and find alſo that gracious re- 
ception and intercourſe, which becomes, and is 
uſual between nations in friendſhip, by mutually 
aſſiſting each other with proviſions, ſtores, and 
other neceſſaries, a direct anſwer has never yet 
been obtained. No other ſatisfaction have we 
been able to get, than general anſwers and vague 
expreſſions, with a view to promote delays, a 


yery common thing, and the uſual conduct of 


nations, 
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nations, who are in poſſeſſion of a valuable 


property, whether it be legally or illegally ob. 
tained, let it be ever fo prejudicial to thoſe, who 
are unjuſtly defrauded of it, Such an irregular pro- 
ceeding, and unfriendly treatment one would not 
expect to meet with at the hands of the Engliſh, 


_ eſpecially in things of ſuch trifling conſequence 


to them, when we reflect upon the many ſingular 


advantages, they have been indulged in by the 
crown of Spain, both in that very treaty of peace, 
and the contract for negroes, which they ſtill reap 


the benefit of; beſides the additional privileges, 
that have been ſince granted them, which not- 
withſtanding they might admit of a diſpute in 
ſome points, have been interpreted and deter- 


mined in their favour. After ſo much friend- 


ſhip ſhewn to the Engliſh, it ſeems more ſtrange, 
that they ſhould be thus averſe, and refuſe to give 


the ſatisfaction, which four of his majeſty's ſub- 
jects ought to have, as proprietors in that fiſhery; 


for had they not even a right ſo juſt and notori- 
ous as it is, but what would admit of ſome ſcru— 


ple, methinks, the Engliſh, a noble and generous 


people, ſhould not embaraſs us in a thing that 


may be declared in our favour, were it but to give 


us this proof of their being well affected towards 
us., 5 5 
Upon theſe and other accounts it ſeems very 
proper for us to renew our application, and with 
the utmoſt vigour, at the court of London, as alto 
to the Engliſh miniſter refiding here, that the 


| Biſcayners, Guipuzcoans, and other ſubjects of 


his majeſty, be no longer diſturbed in the fiſhery, 
and the joint property they have poſſeſſed in the 
iland, and on the banks of Newfoundland, en- 

forcing 
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© forcing it with every argument drawn from rea- 


ſons of ſtate and juſtice, thoſe vigorous remon- 
ſtrances, and reſolute demands, which the king in 
bis great wiſdom ſhall think expedient, in order 
to obtain what is juſt, and has been covenanted to 
vs; for every condition on the part of Spain has 
been fulfilled to them, and we have even granted 
them further advantages than were ſtipulated by 


treaties of peace, and the Aſſiento contract; it 


| being my apprehenſion, that whenever they fail 
on their part, and after remonſtrances will not 
0 give ſatisfaction within the time limited and pro- 
| vided for in the fame treaties, his majeſty may take 
it, and ſuſpend at leaſt the indulgences granted to 
them; though I ſhall not preſume to diQtate in 
an affair of ſo much importance, which is the 
province, and merits the attention of miniſters, 


! of ſtate, | 1 


After we have removed this difficulty, which 


the Engliſh unjuſtly lay us under, we ought to 
think of ſome method to encourage and aſſiſt the 
E Guipuzcoans and Biſcayners in recovering and 
improving this fiſhery as much as poſſible, 


An abatement in the price of ſalt, and the 


other encouragements that have been already 
| propoſed, in ſpeaking of fiſheries in general, 
are not applicable to thoſe two provinces, for 
| at this time they pay no more for the ſalt they 
| conſume themſelves, than it coſts upon the coaſt 
| of Spain or France. For as falt, which is to be 


exported, pays little more than a real plate per 


| buſhel, to which is to be added an unavoidable 
| Expence of carriage into Cantabria, it is uſually 
| fold there at five or fix reals vellon, a price ſo 


low, 
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low, that it is thought to be very convenient for 
ſalting fiſh, and other uſes. 

Fiſh, whether freſh or cured, which is imported 
into Guipuzcoa or Biſcay, pays alſo to his ma- 
jeſty no cuſtom houſe duties, nor the Millon, by 
virtue of an indulgence they have obtained; ſo 
that they as little want the allowance, that has 
been propoſed in favour of the freſh fiſh, which 


ſhall come into any other port of Spain; and the 
encouragement, that ſhould be given to the inha. Þ 
bitants of that province, is to be thought of, and | 
adminiſtred in another ſhape. 


The navigation and commerce of theſe pro- 
vinces by ſea, have been much impaired by loſing 
ſeveral ſhips in the expeditions of the late war, 
For they have not yet been able to replace them 
and build others, as they have had very bad 
harveſts, and are not yet paid the whole of what 


was due to them for freights and other things, 


So that it will be very reaſonable and expedient, 
to order the balance of their account to be paid 
immediately, that they may be enabled to build 
and fit out other veſſels, and thus revive and im- 
prove their fiſhery and commerce by ſea. 

As it is alſo certain, that money is now very 
ſcarce in Guipuzcoa, where the principal dil- 
burſements were uſually made for building ſhips 
and other neceſſary and chargeable preparations, 
for a fiſhery, that is any ways conſiderable, | 


ſhould apprehend it a very good piece of policy, 


to make them a tender out of the king's revenue, 


of 25 or 30, ooo doblons without intereſt for thei 
firſt expences, which uſually run high, upon the 
condition of their repaying it in fix years. My 
Intention is, that 1 in the two firſt years they be not 
obliged 
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| obliged to return any part of it, but in the four 
following to do it in equal payments, till the 
whole be diſcharged, and for a ſecurity, that the 
| Joan be repaid in the form and manner, that ſhall 
| be ſtipulated, let the province of Guipuzcoa ſtand 
engaged for it, beſides the joint bonds, given by 
| the private perſons who are to receive the money. 
| That the diſtribution of the money, the execution 
ol the bonds, the ſecurities, and other points may 
be well conducted, and with all the precaution, 
chat is requiſite on ſuch an occaſion, let there be 
| choſen out of that province, or ſent from the 
court, a Miniſter of known abilities and publick 
| ſpirit, charged with this commiſſion, and to diſ- 


poſe their minds to it, encourage aſſociations, and 


| every thing that ſhould tend to enlarge the fiſhery 
| of bacalao, on the banks of Newfoundland, as 
| alſo the fiſheries for whales, herrings, &c. in thoſe 


parts, where there found to be in plenty. 
Should the Englith, in oppoſition to all the 


| reaſons above mentioned, {till perfiſt in diſturb- 
ing his majeſty's ſubjects in this fiſhery, and it be 
| not thought proper to employ force in order to 
| take ſatisfaction, and maintain their juſt rights, 
till we have firſt tried all the gentler methods, 
| which prudence dictates; in my opinion, they 
| ſhould alſo be given to underſtand, that his ma- 
jeſty, among other expedients, may avail himſelf 
| of the ſovereign right he poſſeſſes, to prohibit the 


conſumption of bacalao in all his dominions. 
This too is a meafure very practicable, and may 


de done without any great inconvenience to the 


common people ; whenever the fiſhery of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, both on our own coaſts, and in 
ther ſeas, ſhall! be encouraged and enlarged in the 
88 N Way 
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way I propoſe in this chapter, and alſo ſupported 
by the proviſions, I recommended in the chapters 


73 and 74, on the ſubject of guarda-coftas. For 
as the fiſhery of bacalao was not begun, or even 


diſcovered in Newfoundland, but ſince the year 


T500, and Spain, though much more populous, 
was able to ſupport herſelf for above a thouſand 
years without this commodity, and all the time 
obſerve the vigils and days of abſtinence in the 
catholick religion, it ſhould, methinks, be no ex- 
traordinary or difficult thing to maintain ourſelve; | 
without it, and ſo well, as to find no great want 
of it. But I ſhould not adviſe this ſtep, till the 
other, which J have pointed out, as a means likely i 
enough to relieve in a great meaſure the misfor i 
tune we ſuſtain from the large conſumption of 
{alt fiſh from abroad, prove to be inſufficient for 


the purpoſe. 


In chapter 29, which treats of the conduct and 
es of the Engliſh, and the vaſt ſums of mo- 
„they drain from us by the ſale of bacalao, 


ae other ſalt fiſh, I introduced a few ene 


and obſervations upon this calamity, and the 
means which might be employed to prevent it in 
a great meaſure, and which I was led into by the 
reflections of an Engliſh writer, well affected to 
the crowns of Spain and France, in his treatiſe 
above mentioned, under the title of, The inter} 


of England, ill underſtood in the war. And as we 


ſhould never loſe fight of the principal of thoſe 
obſervations and reflections, which is the founda- 
tion of the particular proviſions in ſupport of the 
fiſheries, which this chapter treats of, I have 
thought proper to repeat ſome ove of them in 
this ——— 

Tui 
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| This miniſter invites the biſhops to allow through- 
but the year the uſe of certain kinds of food pro- 
F hibited upon particular days, and means, no doubt, 


eggs, cheeſe, milk, and butter, which ſome reugious 


| foundations are reſtrained from many days in the 


ear. In all probability he would alſo inſinuate, 


that the prohibition of fleſh might be moderated, 
| as it is in the provinces of the crown of Caſtile, in 
reſpect to Saturdays, and may be extended to thoſe 
= of the crown of Aragon. In all theſe meaſures he 
s opprehends the pope will readily concur, for the 
| reaſons he there gives, and others hinted at, and 
wil hout daring to ſpeak out, was, in my opinion, 
willing to tell us, that if by ſuch means we would 
| reduce the conſumption of bacalao and other cured 


t fiſh, which they bring us from the North and New- 


foundland, we might take away this great advan=- 


| tage from the Engliſh, and other powers, who, by 
| the ſale of them, drain us of millions of crowns, 
increaſe their own ſtrengtb, and ruin us. Theſe 


great diſadvantages ſo very much intereſt our con- 


| ſcrence, as well as all good policy, that they deſerve 
| the particular attention of all catholick princes, 
| and eſpecially the pope. From the pious zeal of 
this holy father, we have reaſon to flatter cur- 
| ſelves, that as ſoon as he ſhall be informed of theſe 
| inconventencies, he will allow, and even encourage 
| the meaſures that tend towards a remedy, even 
| though it be neceſſary to ſubſtitute in the place of 

numerous faſt days, another ſpecies of abſtinence, 
and reſtraint, that equally adminiſters to the mor- 
| lification of our ſouls, and does not turn out fo 
| much to the advantage of the rivals of the crown, 


end the catholick church, as theſe frequent faſt 
days do, by opening a way for the importation and 
n con- 
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conſumption of their ſalt fiſh, which is a min 
branch of their commerce, and a great foundation 
* their riches and frength. 

Though I have ſome reluctance at the thought 
of giving my ſentiments, as to the genetality of 
theſe points, that are of is delicate a nature, me- 
thinks, I may without any ſcruple decide in one 
particular. It is to follicit the permiſſion of his 
holineſs to allow of fleſh in the kingdoms of 
the crown of Aragon, and in Navarre upon thoſe 
Saturdays, that happen not to be particular vigils, 
under the reſtraints, and as it is practiſed in the 
provinces of Caſtile. This I propofe, both on 
the ſtrength of the ſolid and well known motives 
already given, and becauſe it would be no more 
than what has been eſtabliſhed for many ages, 
and is now practiſed in moſt part of the kingdoms 
of Spain; reaſons, that convince me, how ready 
his holinefs will be to grant the diſpenſation, 
whenever an application ſhall be made to him on 
the part of his majeſty, and it is ſupported by the 
arguments above mentioned, and others that may 
be offered. 

As to the meaſure inſinuated in the reflection 
of this writer, which regards the taking off in part 
the prohibition of fleſh on ſome other days in the 
year, and permitting religious houſes certain forts 
of food, which they are reſtrained from, beſides 
Reſh, during the whole, or moſt part of the year, 
1 judge it a point of greater moment, and to re- 
quire more deliberation, The utmoſt I hall have 
courage to offer is, that there be laid before his 
holineſs, the reaſons already given, and others that 
will occur, in particular, the increaſe of ſtrength, 
and other advantages, which ſeveral nations by 

means 
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means of the great conſumption of ſalt fiſh in 
| Spain, acquire and employ againſt the catholick 
church itſelf ; that in his great wiſdom he may 
vouchſafe to determine upon, and eſtabliſh thoſe 
proviſions, which he ſhall judge moſt effectual, and 
| proper for a remedy : fo far at leaſt as to take off 
part of the inconveniences, that have been de- 
| ſcribed. For never ſhall we be able to find a more 


vance itſelf, and its accidental circumſtances, than 
by referring it entirely to the great piety, holy 
zeal, and infallibility of his holineſs. | 


CHAP LXXXVIL.. 


train and diſcourage it by heavy impoſts, and 
ſometimes to exert the royal prerogative, and 
put a flop to it, either by an abſelute prohi- 
bition, or a monopoly to the uſe of the crown, in 


return them to us manufactured: meaſures 


' propoſed by way of remedy in both caſes, 


6 CE | 

t LIKE advance of the duties ſhould be the 
e general rule, and obſerved, in reſpect to 
the exportation of wool, raw ilk, ſteel, iron, ſoſa, 
s barilla, flax, hemp, and other materials, all which 
„except flax; and we may cultivate and improve 


tit conſiderably) Spain poſſeſſes in great plenty and 
e perfection. By ſuch a meaſure, we ſhall both 


s open a way for improvement in the weaving trade, 
t W and all the other fabricks, in which thoſe mate- 
„ mals are wrought up, and at the ſame time leſſen 


the vaſt gains, which foreigners raiſe to them- 
1s Vol. II. L ſelves 


ei rn on 


ſure way to ſucceed in redreſſing either the grie- 


II exporting materials the general rule is ts re- 


order to prevent the great injury we receive 
from foreigners, when they work them up, and 
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ſelves by the purchaſe of them; as it is certain, 
that a million of dollars, laid out in our wool, 
after they have woven and improved it in their 
manner, will yield them a return of five millions. 
The conſequence of which is, that to our dif. 
grace, or for a juſt chaſtiſement of our neglect, 
and deſertion of ſuch an intereſt, the very plenty 
and perfection of thoſe materials, which heaven 
has been pleafed to indulge Spain with, and in- 
tended for a bleſſing to her inhabitants, her wool 


and filk in particular, are become the principal | 


inſtrument and means, which, other nations avail 


themſelves of, for their own proſperity, and to Ii 


our ruin, as they drain us at leaſt of four millions 
of money by purchaſing of our materials to the 


amount of one million, and thus enervate the 


kingdom, and difpeople its provinces, which is in 
effect, ſupplying the rival powers of the monarchy 
with arms and ammunition, to plunder and de- 
firoy us. Upon theſe conſiderations, other ſtates 
are ſo attentive to the preſervation of their own 
materials, with a view of reaping the benefit of 
working them up at home, and to prevent theſe 
diſadvantages, that oftentimes, not content with 
charging heavy duties upon the exportation of 
them, they proceed to an abſolute prohibition, 
Such is the policy of the Englith in reſpe& of their 
wool, the exportation of which is prohibited un- 
der pain of death. They alſo forbid the expor- 


tation of white aſhes uſed in dying, rams and 
_ ewes, looms, and other utenſils employed in the 


manufactories of wool and ſilk, ſheep ſkins, with 
the wool on, cow and ox hides, and calf ſkins 
untanned, fullers earth, that ſerves for ſcouring 
cloth, and ſeveral other things. As to the practice 
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ol the French, in reſpect to this maxim of load- 
ing ſome materials with very high duties, and pro- 
| hibiting others from going out of the kingdom, I 
| refer the reader to what has been already faid in 
the 21f, and the three ſucceeding chapters. And 
of the conduct of the Hollanders, enough has 
been alſo ſaid on both accounts in the 34 chap- 
| ter, if we take in what is obſerved in the 82% chap- 
| ter, concerning the prerogative of ſovereigns to 
| prohibit the importation and uſe of foreign cloths, , 
S {taffs, and other commodities. 
In the ſtatutes and ordinances of our own mo- 
| narchs we find prohibited, the exportation of un- 
| wrought iron and ſteel, and other materials, ſuch 
| as raw filk, coarſe and low-prized wool, as may 
| be ſeen in two decrees of Charles II. inſerted in 
| vol. 4. p. 179. of the laſt body of laws, Which 
| inſtances and others, that might be offered, prove 
allo very plain the abſolute | prerogative of ſore- 
reigns to prohibit the exportation of goods, fruits, 
and materials out of their own l 
It is alſo a branch of the royal prerogative to 
| aſſume to itſelf the monopoly of fruits, and eve 
| of certain forts of goods, when princes eſteem 1 
for the general good of the community. This is 
. i practiſed in France, England, and other ſtates; 
and we have alſo an inſtance of it in Spain, where 
his majeſty has monopoliſed tobacco, quickſilver, 
„alt, lead, gunpowder, and other articles. the com- 
nerce of which is carried on wholly to the uſe of 
e the crown. Indeed, as to lead and gunpowder, 
h his majeſty has thought fit to transfer his right to 
18 private hands under certain reſtrictions; ſo that 
bis ſubjects are not allowed a free and open trade 
in any of theſe branches of merchandiſe; nor can 
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they be imported from foreign countries, but at 
ſuch times, as his majeſty's miniſters, who have 
the conduct of ſome of theſe revenues; or the 
proprietors, to whom he aſſigns over his right to 
the monopoly of the reſt, ſhall think proper to 
do it. 


In conſequence of this maxim, ſo well ground. 
ed upon the rights of ſovereigns, and confirmed 
by the practice of nations in general, his majeſty 


| 81 alſo prohibit the exportation of fine wool, 
but I do not recommend it at this time. As we 
have not yet a ſufficient number of manufactories 
in Spain to work up the whole, or even a moiety 
of it, this prejudice would enſue, that as the pro- 


prietors could not diſpoſe of it, either at home o. 
abroad, they would ſuſtain a great loſs, and we 


ſhould endanger a reduction of the flocks. Upon 


this foundation prudence ſuggeſts, that however 


warrantable the meaſure may be, as well as in- 


ſtrumental in the promotion of our manufactories 
the execution of it ſhould be referred to a more 
favourable ſeaſon; eſpecially as this precaution 
reſpects a commodity of ſo great moment, that 
however allowable the thing may be, it would 


not fail of irritating certain nations, who are moſ 


benefited by this material. A conſideration, which 
convinces me, that in all capital articles, and 
wool muſt needs be thought one of them, we 


ſhould firſt avail ourſelves of all gentler methods, 
and if theſe ſhall prove too weak to ſecure out 


main end, we may then have recourſe to others, 
which, chough ſomewhat rigorous, may be cat 


Tied into execution without breaking in upon 


treaties of peace and commerce, in which caſe fo- 


reigners, how ſenſibly ſoever they may feel it, 


Would 
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would not find juſt cauſe of complaint, or to re- 


monſtrate againſt our proceedings. In affairs of 
civil government, true. policy will ſuggeſt at all 


times, that even before we reſolve upon, and put 
in execution the moſt juſtifiable, and expedient 
proviſions, we ſhould wait for, ſeek after, and 


embrace ſuch opportunities, as are moſt favoura- 


ble to the eſtabliſnment and ſucceſs of the pro- 


| jet; and it is what we ought always to have in 
our eye in the caſe of prohibiting the importation 
or conſumption of foreign commodities, and ſuch 
| conſiderable innovations, as were not at other 
times practiſed, notwithſtanding the juſtice and 
| reaſonableneſs of them. To return to the article 
of wool; ſo long as there are theſe motives and 
inducements to decline an abſolute prohibition of 
the exportation of it, it will, methinks, be highly 
| proper to charge it with all the duties, both ordi- 
| nary and extraordinary, that are found to have 
been laid upon the exportation of this important 
material to the preſent year, without ever con- 
ſenting to any indulgence or abatement whatſo- 
| ever. At the ſame time, I would have the inland 
parts totally exempt from the duties of the Alca- 
| vala and Cientos, and to pay only thoſe of the 
ports, and frontier towns, at the very time the 


cuſtoms are received. This would be a very fa- 


vourable circumſtance to his majeſty's ſubjects, 
| and their manufactories; and alſo a benefit to the 


royal revenue by the greater amount, which 
would be raiſed by the ſaid duties collected entire, 
without the leaſt injury to commerce, with the 
addition of that of the Alcavala in the ſame ports, 
which ſhould be exacted with more rigour, than 
in ſome of the inland parts of the kingdom. 

N L 3 More- 
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Moreover, ſince the revenue of the Servicio and 
Montazgo upon flocks raiſes but 50,000 dollars, ag 
was obſerved in its proper place, it would be x 
ſeaſonable relief to aboliſh this tax, and replace it 
by an additional duty upon wool exported, the 
weight of which would fall upon foreigners, and 
the ſhepherds be caſed of a load, which they 
reckon very grievous; for what with the charge 
of the adminiſtration of it, over and above the 
neat profits to the royal revenue, it will exceed a | 
100,000 dollars, which they muſt annually dif. 
burſe, beſides their being ſubject to the vexations 
and charges, that ariſe from their being detained 
at the toll gates, and the expenſive lawſuits, which 
are occaſioned by it; inconveniencies, that might 
be avoided by this means, For as it is calculated, 
that above 200,000 arrobs of fine wool is yearly 
exported, and if we impoſe an additional tax of 
four reals per arrob, or five maravedis per pound, 
this trifling augmentation will raiſe above 50,000 
dollars, the amount of this revenue; and we can- 
not be under any apprehenſion that foreigners will 
not export ſo much of this commodity, as they 
now do, fince they ſtand in great need of it for 
their manufactures, and the molt profitable branches 
of their commerce, and are under an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of fetching it from Spain, becauſe they 
cannot be furniſhed with it from any other part 
of the world in equal perfection, as from this 
kingdom, For notwithſtanding they have alto 
very fine wool in England, it is in very ſmall 
quantities, and the exportation of it is prohibited 
under pain of death, as it has been already re- 
marked in this and other chapters. Hence, they 
will not only export out of this kingdom = 
uſua 
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uſual quantity of wool, but, as there is no way 
to avoid paying the trilling di ference 1 in the price, 

they will buy it no leſs upon this riſe of the 
market, and the ſhepherds find no di ſadvantage 
from it. A clear We of what J have here ad- 
vanced is, that other nations have been eager to 
export it even in times of war, when freight and 
inſurances were much heavier, either ſhipping it 
in their own veſſels by means of paſſports, which 
alſo coſt them ſome money, or on board neutral 
ſhips, in ſpite of the greater charge, danger, and 
other difhculties that uſually attend war. Be- 
ſides from our impoſing this duty of four reals 
vellon upon every arrob of wool exported, we 
have no reaſon to apprehend an advance of the 


| price to foreigners; for as the ſhepherds now pay 
| the ſame, or a greater ſum, in the inland parts of 


the kingdom, as it has been already obſerved, 
they are now to abate ſo much of the former 
price to the buyers, whether they be natives or 
foreigners; nor will any other conſequence re- 
ſult from this meaſure, than an advantage to the 
manufacturers of this kingdom, becauſe they will 
not be obliged to pay the duty, which is charged 
to foreigners. 

1 have heard ſome perſons talk of, and adviſe 
a teduction of the duties upon wool exported upon 
this principle, that the high tax is injurious to the 
ſhepherds ; but my apprehenſion, I confeſs, is too 
narrow to diſcover any foundation for ſuch a rule, 


eſpecially as it is diametrically oppoſite to the 


practice of thoſe nations, who beſt underſtand, 


and reap moſt advantage from trade, when they 


are under the ſame circumftances, The inſtances, 


have produced, giving at the fame time the 
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ground of each caſe, and my own reaſon, fo very 
much oppoſe the maxim of lowering theſe du- 


ties, that I rather apprehend it our intereſt to ad- 


vance them perhaps, as high as 25 reals vellon 
upon every arrob of fine waſhed wool; and if I 
do not recommend this meaſure, it is becauſe I 
would not ſuggeſt innovations at an unſeaſonable 
time, and not from the leaſt fear of its being de- 
trimental to the ſhepherds, or any other ſubjects 
of his majeſty; for it would be falutary to our 


manufactories, and an advantage to the revenue, 


as well for the reaſons already given, as becauſe 
J am convinced alſo, that, though other nations 
were not under ſuch an abſolute neceſſity of ex- 
porting our wool at any rate, the ſaid advance of 
25 reals upon the price of an arrob of fine waſhed 
wool, would be found a trifling load upon their 
trade, as it amounts but to a real per pound, For 
fince one pound of fine waſhed wool, a little 
more or leſs, when wrought up yields a yard of 
fine cloth, which is generally worth from four to 
five dollars, and five yards of cloth ordinarily 
make a ſuit of cloaths, there will only be an ad- 
ditional charge to every perſon of five reals vellon 


for a whole ſuit. We cannot then imagine, that 


there will be found, either in Spain, France, Eng- 
land, Holland, Germany, or elſewhere, a fingle 
perſon, who has the ſpirit and ability to dreſs in 
fine cloth, and has been uſed to wear it, that will 
decline it for the future upon the trifling addition 
of five reals in the charge of a whole ſuit of 
cloaths, which generally coſts a thouſand reals, 
even when it is a plain ſuit; and the ſame will 


hold good in the reſt of the ſtuffs, in whoſe fabrick 


eur wool | is alſo expended, But ſhould any per- 


ſon 
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| fon pleaſe to reply, that theſe trifles are by no 
means lighted in the nice calculations of mer- 
| chants; 1 anſwer, we have not the leaſt reaſon to 
be jealous of their leaving our wool on this ac- 
count, and ſeeking for their ſupplies elſewhere, 
| becauſe they cannot do it, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, and it is as improbable, that they will de- 
| cline working up Spaniſh wool, whenever they 
| ſhall be allowed to have it, even at an advance of 
| 25 or 3o per cent. upon the preſent price of the 
| commodity, as it is a material, or rather the richeſt 
mine they poſſeſs in their moſt profitable manu- 
factories, and flouriſhing branches of commerce; 
more eſpecially as it is already a very general and 
| eſtabliſhed cuſtom, for moſt of the princes, lords, 
and others of diſtinction and property, not only 
in Europe, but alſo in ſeveral parts of Atia, Africa, 
and America, to wear cloths and ſtuffs made of 
our wool, eſpecially in the winter ſeaſon. 


The propoſal of collecting the Alcavala and 


| Cientos upon wool at the ſame time and place the 
| cuſtoms are charged, and that of levying a duty 
| upon wool exported to the amount of the Servicio 
and Montazgo; in order to replace it, cannot oc- 
caſion any ſurpriſe or confuſion, ſince none has 


been found to ariſe from the ordinance, that the 
tax of the Millon upon fiſh, paper, ſugar, and 
other articles for the conſumption of this king- 
dom, be alſo collected at the cuſtom houſes upon 
their importation, and it has been practiſed for 
many years. ed ; 
Though the exportation of low-prized woot 
be prohibited by an ordinance of the year 1699 
before mentioned, I have not been fully ſatisfied 
whether it be ſtill in force, and am under ſome 
| ; doubt 
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doubt of its being for our intereſt, that it ſhould 
be ſo at this time. For as there is a vaſt quantity 


of it in ſome provinces, it 1s very improbable 
that they ſhould be able to conſume the whole 
till a greater number of looms be ſet on foot. Bu 
I ſhall ſuſpend giving any judgment on this head, 


till I am better informed how the caſe ſtands 


However, ſhould an exportation be allowable, it 


would be prudent to conduct it in the ſame man. 


ner 1 propoſed for the fine wool. 


What I have not the leaſt ſcruple about is, that | 


it behoves us to revive inſtantly and to proclaim 
all over the kingdom an ordinance already men- 
tioned, and made in the ſame year 1699, pro- 


| Hibiting the exportation of filk in bundles, or 


thrown, to foreign kingdoms, and to impoſe pe- 
cuniary fines, baniſhment to the gariſons, and 
ſuch other penalties as ſhall be thought adequate 
to the crime of perſons, who ſhall offend againſt 
ſuch an ordinance, and at the ſame time to de- 
cree one moicty of the fines and forfeitures to the 
informer, as it is done in France, for the reaſons 
given in the 24 chapter. However this or any 
other ordinance will ſerve to little purpoſe, unlels 
due care and vigilance be exerted to carry it into 
execution, in the ſhape I have already propoſed 
in other parts of this treatiſe. 

And that we may not be at a loſs for the nature 
and circumſtances of this laſt mentioned prohibi- 


tion, I ſhall here produce the royal ordinance it- 


ſelf, which runs in the form following. x 
Charles, by the grace of God, king of Caſtile, 
e Leon, Aragon, &c. to all the corregidors, aſſiſ- 
e tentes, &c. know, that having been ſenſible ot 
« the great damages, that have reſulted to the 
TÞ 25h | cc weaving 
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| '& weaving trade of theſe our kingdoms, and to 
| © the publick in general, from the exportations 


for ſome time paſt to foreign countries, df the 
« filk, which is to ſupply the ſaid fabricks, we 


have reſolved to forbid the exportation of it in 
| © general; and in order to have it punctually car- 
| © ried into execution, after being examined by 
| «© the members of our council, in conſultation 
* with ourſelf, we have come to a reſolution to 
| © ſend this our letter, by which we give orders 
# © to all and every one of you, in all your faid 
ic places and juriſdictions whatever, that, from 
| «© the time you ſhall receive this our letter, you 
do not conſent to, permit, or give leave to any 
one, whether foreigner or native of theſe our 
| © kingdoms, to export, or carry out of them for 
other foreign countries any portion of % not 
* manufactured, obſerving, and cauſing to be 
| © obſerved, and inviolably fulfilled the provi- 
| « ſions in this caſe made by the laws of theſe 
| © our kingdoms, according to, and in conformity 
to what is therein contained, without offending 
| * againſt them, permitting, or allowing them to 


* be tranſgreſſed in any wiſe, and exerting very 
* particular care and vigilance to prevent the ſaid 
exportation, and puniſh all ſuch as ſhall do, or 
« thallattempt todo it, and whom you ſhall convidt 
*« rightly and juſtly, the which you ſhall alio do and 
« fulfil, with this warning, that if there be found 
* any omiſſion or neglect on your part, you ſhall 
be condemned to the penalties impoſed by the 
4 faid laws, and upon ſuch evidence as ſhall be 
thought reaſonable. And we order, under Pain: 
* of our diſpleaſure, and a forfeiture of 50,000 
* maravedis to our exchequer, that every ſecre- 

« tary 
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< tary whatſoever notify and give teſtimony of 
* it, and that the ſame credit and authority be 
e given to the printed copy of our letter, ſigned 
e by the underwritten ſecretary of our exchequer, 
« Given at Madrid, June 23. 1699, &c. 

For the reaſons affigned in the chapters 82, and 
91, we may allow the exportation of hair for 
perukes, or wigs, upon paying 200 maravedis for 
every pound of grey or fair hair; and a hundred 
maravedis for brown or black. 

Though hemp be not much cultivated in Spain 
as we have not found the way to extend, as far as 
is proper, and might be done, the fabrick of rigg- 
ing and fail cloth, it will be very prudent alſo to 
come to ſome reſolution in reſpect to the ſending 
of it abroad; and in my opinion, the ſafeſt mea- 
ſare would be to prohibit the exportation wholly, 
either in the ſtalk, heckled, or ſpun, and that it 
be only allowable to ſhip it from one province to 
another in Spain under certificates, ſecurities, and 
ſuch other precautions, as are uſually taken in 
ſuch caſes; with a condition, that it pay no duty, 
either outwards or inwards, when it is of the pro- 
duct of Spain, and for the conſumption of any his 
majeſty's dominions. 

As to flax in the ſtalk, heckled, or ſpun, I 
think it expedient for us to purſue the ſame rule, 
as J propoſed for hemp. Though I am ſenſible 
there is in molt parts of the kingdom a ſcarcity 
of flax, it is no leſs certain, that there is an ex- 
portation of it out of the Aſturias and Galicia. 
And as the foil in many parts of ſeveral provinces 
of Spain is very well adapted to the growth of 
this plant; we may hope to ſee it more cultivated 


and #nproved, with a little care and Pens 
5 an 
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and by taking alſo ee meaſures to enlarge and 
improve the manufacture and market for Spaniſh 
| linens. But in caſe of ſhipping any quantity of 
flax to the Indies, in the ſtalk, heckled, or ſpun, 
the duties charged upon the flota ought to be paid, 
in order to guard againſt frauds, that might other- 
wiſe be committed, if in this inſtance an exemp- 
r WW tion from the duties ſhould be allowable. 


| CHAP. LXXXIX. 

Jo encourage the working up at home our own ma- 

| terials, ſteel, iron, ſoſa, barilla, yellow wax, 

. hides, matwweed, and dying goods: 77 2 

exportation of ome of them to be abſolutely pro- 

o i Hibited, and high duties to be laid upon the reſt. 

The re arti of looms and other utenſils of the 
manu factories to be prohibited; the monopoly of 

& ſoſa and barilla ſhould ceaſe for the future; and 

the inland duty upon them be taken off. 


HE fame reaſons, that were aſſigned for 
the materials treated of in the foregoing 
chapter, will ſerve as a foundation for what I am 
to offer in reſpect to thoſe, which are conſidered 
in this chapter. 
[ For the reaſons alledged in the 37% chapter it 
ö, will be of great importance to this kingdom, if 
e it alſo reap the benefit of its own iron and ſteel, 
by converting them into a variety of uſetul and 
neceſſary wares; but I do not apprehend it jeaſon- 
. able at this time to prohibit the exportation of 
them to foreign countries; and I eſteem it as lit- 
i il the practicable to diſcourage it by an impoſition 
d of high duties. For moſt part of this commodity 
„is the product of the Provinces of Guipuzcoa and 
| Biſcaya, 
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Biſcaya, and their privileges, as J have under. 
ſtood the caſe, do not allow of the impoſition of 
royal duties upon this or any other commodity, 
which is the produce of their country. As there. 


fore it is neither juſt nor prudent to ſuggeſt any 


innovations, that ſhall break in upon legal rights 
and privileges, our only refuge, in my opinion, 
ſeems to be making thoſe provinces ſenſible how 
expedient it would be for themſelves, and how 


inſtrumental in promoting the commerce of Spain 


in general, if they would pleaſe to take off the 
taxes, which by a royal indulgence their towns 


and other places have impoſed upon ſeveral com- 


modities and fruits, which are brought into Can- 
tabria from Caſtile, Aragon and Navarre, and con- 
ſumed there, which revenue, like their own Ar- 


bitrios, is adminiſtred to their ſole uſe and appro- | 


priated to bear the publick charge of their reſpec- 


tive communities, At the ſame time that thele 


impoſts ſhall be taken off, let them be replaced by 
an equivalent tax laid upon all the unmanufactured 


iron, that ſhall be ſhipped for a foreign conſump- 
tion, and the amount of it appropriated to the 


ule of thoſe very towns; provided only fo much 
of it be exempt from this tax, as his majeſty ſhall 


ſtand in need of for his land and naval armaments, 


Such a meaſure will not in the leaſt affect their 
privileges, as it only leads them to take off their 
own impoſt from one commodity, and lay it up- 
on another, without the royal revenue being at 
all concerned in it. Nor is there any doubt, but 
this exchange will be of great advantage to thoſe 
very provinces ; for the more they diſcourage the 
exportation of theſe materials, ſo much more will 


they cheriſh their own fabrick of arms, and all the 
other 
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other wares made of them, for the conſumption 
of Spain and the Indies, by improving, as I have 
ſhewn more at large in the ſaid 37 chapter, a 
certain quantity of iron, which foreigners now 
export for one doblon, to the value of three or 
four doblons ; it being underſtood alſo, that all 
the wares made of the ſaid materials, and ſent 
abroad, either to foreign kingdoms, or the other 
provinces of Spain, ſhould be obliged to pay no 


higher duty, than what is chargable at this time, 


that by this means we may facilitate the exporta- 
tion of them, and the returns bring plenty of 
money into thoſe provinces. 

Thoſe towns would at the ſame time gain this 
advantage by taking off the duties, which under the 
name of Arbitrios are charged upon goods and 
fruits brought thither from the other provinces 
of Spain, that they would have them cheaper and 
in greater plenty; a circumſtance, that alſo great- 
y contributes to the increaſe of their own manu- 
factures; and this is a point ſo intereſting that it 
ought always to be the principal aim ofevery king- 
dom, let it be ever fo rich, powerful, and po- 
— ED 

As ſoſa and barilla are materials Spain abounds 


with, and in higher perfection, than they have 


been hitherto diſcovered in any other part of the 
world, and ſince vaſt quantities of them are ex- 
ported into other countries, which are in abſolute 
want of them for their glaſs, ſoap, and other uſes, 
t is very much our intereſt to take great care of 
lheſe materials; and in my judgment, till we 
have duly conſidered, and come to a reſolution, 
at what time, and in what manner it is beſt to 
ſrohibit the exportation of them, we ſhould load 


them 
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them as much as poſſible with duties at expor. 
tation, and conſent to no abatement or indulgence 
whatever. And as it is expedient, we ſhould at 
the ſame time facilitate the conſumption at home, 
J offer ſome regulations for that end in the chap. 
ter, where I treat of the making and exportation 
of ſoap, in which a great quantity is expended, 
and I judge it alſo prudent to aboliſh the mono- 
poly, or duty paid upon the ſaid ſofa and barill; 
in the inland parts of the kingdom, which is now 
farmed at 6,260,412 maravedis per annum, or 
ſomewhat more than 43000 doblons, and not- 
withſtanding it be a trifling ſum it is a conſtraint 
upon, and creates great vexation to thoſe that 
cultivate it; and confiderably leſſens the fabrick 
and traffick of ſoap, as appears alſo from a me- 
morial addrefled to a minitter of diſtinction, this 
very year 1724, by Don Juan de Cereceda, quar- 
ter-maſter general, whoſe publick ſpirit and ver- 
city is well known, and his information to be de- 
pended upon, as he was on the ſpot, and faw 
what was practiſed in this reſpe& in La Mancha, 
the kingdom of Murcia, and the port of Alicant, 
where theſe commodities are in the greateſt plen- 
ty, and where he had been ſome years governor: 
The memorial is as follows: 
« All over the kingdom of Murcia, and in part 
« of Granada, the poor peaſants fow a plant, 
« which they call barilla; it coſts them the k- 
« bour of two years to reap the advantage of it 
« and after all this time and pains, the caſe is 
« that on the fide of Lorca, and even farther off, 
« they muſt carry it to Alicant for a market, and 
« the laſt year 1723, they ſold it for 15 reai 
« vellon per quintal, or ſomewhat leſs, and oy 
| cc ml el. 
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miſerable creatures are ſubject to the heavy im 

poſt of fix reals per quintal, which the 9 889 
of the tax, that goes under the name of the 
barilla duty, exact ſo rigorouſly, that they dare 
not carry it out of the field where it is burnt, 

till the officer, appointed by the farmer for this 
purpoſe, go firſt, and take an account of the 
number of quintals, which this man does, 
whenever he pleaſes, and not when it beſt ſuits 
the convenience of the peaſant, Moreover, law 


ſuits on this account commence every day, 


which the ſaid officer brings upon very trivial 
occaſions. 


te I have been aſſured by many gentlemen in 


trade, and of good underſtanding, that they 


cannot manufacture at Genoa, Marſeilles, Ve- 
nice, andother places, their laſs and ſoap with- 
out the ſaid barilla and foſa. For though in 
regard to ſoap they make aſe of other ſorts of 
lye, it does not turn out ſo firm and good; and 
as this plant grows in no other country, and 
only in ſome particular parts of Spain, where 
the ſoil is dry, and impregnated very much 
with falt, foreigners will be obliged to fetch it 
from Spain, though we ſhould lay an advanced 
duty upon the exportation. And as I have been 
informed, that it is a very trivial ſum, which 
the farmers pay to the revenue for a duty, that 
lies ſo heavy upon the poor peaſant, who is 
charged fix reals per quintal, befides frequent 
extortions, and a gentleman in trade aſſured 
me, that barilla and ſoſa is exported from Spain 
in ſach quantities, that if two reals vellon be 
impoſed upon the exportation of every quin- 
tal of barilla, or agua azul, a commodity of 
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e the like kind, and a real and half upon a quin- 
ce tal of ſoſa, over and above the duty they ate 
* now charged with, this will do more than make 
* the revenue amends for what the peaſants pay! 
te under this tax, and his majeſty's ſubjects will Þ * 
ce be relieved, both from the extortions they ſuf. ] 
fer, and the fix reals they make them pay per © 
6 quintal. Excluſive of the great advantage, that 
« will reſult to our own people, another inter- 
«« efting point will be ſecured, which is, that the 
« Spaniſh fabricks of ſoap and glaſs will be ſup- 
© plied with ſoſa and barilla at an eaſter rate; 
« and for a proof, that foreigners are ſenſible, 
that for ſome years paſt have been ſet up cop- 
ce pers1n Spain, and the number of them increaſed, 
* for boiling ſoap, and that they are attempt- 
« ing to deftroy it, we find, that ever fince the 
« ſoaps of Alicant and Elche have been ſhipped * 
e for the North, and are much eſteemed there, 
ce they have made at Marſeilles a conſiderable re. 
« duction of the duty upon exportation of all ſoap A 
« manufactured, and ſhipped there, and have a- I 7 
ce ſo taken off a great part of the duties, which t 
<« the faid ſoap paid at entry in the French ports I P. 
<« of the ocean, at the ſame time they impoſed W 
© new and exceſſive duties upon Spaniſh ſoap iſ 
© brought into France. And, methinks, if we in ** 
« Spain would lay upon the barilla, agua azul, 
ce and ſofa ſuch a duty, as ſhould be upon them © 
« when exported, the royal revenue would be be- 
« nefited, his majeſty's ſubjects eaſed of a heavy iſ 
« tax, and of the oppreſſions they ſuffer, and the gl; 
« fabricks of ſoaps and glaſs be favoured, without W © 
« any farther expence or addition of officers to 


« collect this impoſt ; for thoſe, that are now I 
Tn E « charged 
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e charged with collecting all the revenues of the 


4 ports, may alſo do this, 


c alone 44,092 quintals of barilla, and 8, 380 


« In the year 1722 were ſhipped at Alicant 


| « quintals of ſoſa, over and above the agua azul, 
e which that country produces, and a great quan- 


| « tity of it is alſo ſent abroad, as it is pretty much 
aof the ſame quality, as the barilla, and even 


« more uſeful in the glaſs houſes. 
« Conſiderable quantities are alſo ſhipped, 
« from the port of Almeria, 
00 the coaſt of Vera, and Quevas, 
6 the coaſt and tower of the Aguilas, 
«& ——— Almazarron, 
© — the port of Carthagena, 


And there is alſo a quantity of ſoſa ſhipped at 
| © Tortola, and theAltaques, which is the growth 
of that country.“ 


The ſtrong and convincing arguments employ- 


| ed by this general officer, while he is ſolliciting an 
| attair of ſo great conſequence to the publick, re- 
move all ſuſpicion of an impropriety in taking off 
the inland duty upon theſe materials, and im- 
| poling at the ſame time an advanced duty upon 
them at exportation, added to that of the cuſtom 
houſe, and which ſhould be levied entire, at the 
| rate of 14 or 15 per cent. as it ſtands in the king- 
doms of Valencia and Murcia, without conſenting 
to any abatement or indulgence whatever; for we 


ought as much as poſſible to diſcourage their go- 


ing abroad, till our fabricks of ſoap, criſtal, and 


glaſs receive farther improvements, and till we 
can abſolutely prohibit an exportation of theſe 
materials. And if there lye no objection to the 
meaſure ſuggeſted, of raiſing the duties upon ex- 


2 porta- 
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portation, for an equivalent to replace that, which 


I propoſe to be taken off, it might be ſo ordered F- 


that, as theſe duties, the Alcavala, &c. are takey 


off in the inland parts of the kingdom, they : 


ſhoald be charged, that of the Alcavala upon en. 


portation, at the time of paying the cuſtom houſ Þ 


duty, in which is comprehended the Diezmos 
and Cientos; a diſpoſition, that will favour the 
farmer and manufacturer, encourage the com. 
merce of Spain, and improve the royal revenue, 
In the 82% chapter I obſerved, how much it 
behoved us to diſcourage the importation of white 
wax, and to reſtrain as much as poſſible the con- 
ſumption of the yellow in this kingdom, and the 
Indies. And fince yellow wax muſt be conf: 
dered in ſome reſpects a material, therefore in 
conſequence of our general maxim, its exportation 
muſt be diſcouraged by very high duties, or a ſtop 
be put to its going abroad, till it has been 
blanched. 1 
Notwithſtanding the old linen or rags ex pott. 
ed, whether they be flax or hemp, are of a trifling 
value, it is certainly an affair of vaſt importance, 
as they are materials neceſſary for the fabricks of 
paper, cards, and paſt board, and as by working 
them up at home, we may prevent the extraction 
of our money for thofe large quantities of paper, 
which foreigners bring in, and by that mean: 
drain the kingdom of conſiderable ſums, as it ha 
been made appear in the 85 chapter; it is alſo: 
farther proof of their importance, that France 
has prohibited the exportation of this material 
with fuch rigour, that it extends to the penalty 
of confiſcation, and a fine of a thouſand dollars 
one moiety of which to the informer ; and - 
. mo 
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I J nol chriſtian majeſty came to this reſolution in 


the year 1697, in conſideration that ſuffering this 


. eee to be exported would he very detrimen- 
tal to their home manufactories of paper and 
cards. As then theſe reaſons are of equal force 
in Spain, it will be very prudent for us alſo to 


prohibit their exportation under the ſame rigorous 
penalties, that were impoſed in France, and to al- 


low only the tranſport of them from one province 
to another in the kingdom of Spain, under the 
| fame precautions, that were propoſed in reſpect 
to hemp, thread, and flax; recollecting at the ſame 
time, that the extraction of theſe materials is alſo 


prohibited in certain provinces of France, under 
penalties, and in the ſhape, that has been explain- 


; ed in the 23d chapter. 


The commerce and uſe of leather is a conſi- 


deration of moment, as it is an uſeful commodi- 


ty, and the conſumption very large; and as we 


| muſt alſo reckon it in the number of materials, 
l eſteem it our buſineſs to diſcourage ſending it 
abroad by high taxes, or entirely to prohibit it. 
lam more inclined to the latter, both upon that 
| irrefiſtable motive, the encouragement of our 
| manufactories, and from the authority and reſpect 
| we owe to the laws and diſpoſitions eſtabliſhed 

by our great monarchs, eſpecially as there has 


been found no inconvenience in the practice, 
which obliged us upon mature reflection to amend 
it by futyre royal ordinances. Relative to this 


| point, we find a ſtatute made by the emperor 
Charles V. and Juana, the queen mother, publiſh- 
ed February 15, 1552, and renewed in other laws. 


The words are, 
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„We order, that there be not exported out of 
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theſe kingdoms hides of any kinds whatſoever, 
whether they be with the hair on, tanned or 
curried, or ſheeps {kins, &c. tanned, or to he 
tanned, or in any other ſhape; as alſo the ſkins 
of ſtags, bucks, or deer, &c. tanned, or with 
the hair on, or in any other manner; nor ſhall it 
be allowable to give or ſell them to any ſtran- 


ger or native of theſe kingdoms, in or- 
der to be exported or ſent abroad by them, 


and we alſo order that no ſkins of goats be ex- 
ported out of our kingdoms, either tanned or 
in any other ſhape, under the penalty for the 
firſt offence, that he who ſhall ſend abroad any 
of the ſaid ſle ins or hides comprehended in this 
law, ſhall incur the forfeiture of them with 
double the value; and for the ſecond offence 
loſe half his effects, and the third time, incur 
the penalty of death and confiſcation of all his 
effects, one third part of which forfeitures, we 
direct to the uſe of the informer, another third 
part to our chamber and attorney, and the re- 
maining third part to the judge, that ſhall paſs 
the ſentence. But the aboveſaid may not be 
underſtood to extend to leather hangings and 
gloves; for we permit theſe to be ſent abroad 


without being liable to any penalty. And we 


order, that no permits be granted on any pre- 
tence whatever, for the exportation of the ſaid 
hides out of the kingdom, upon account of the 
diſadvantage it may be to it, and that our coun- 
cil do inform themſelves of theſe preſents, and 
take care to make due proviſion for the ſame.” 

This law might in my opinion be prudently re- 


vived with an amendment only in reſpect to the 


penalty 
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years baniſhment to a garriſon, if the offender be 
noble, and ten years to the galleys, if a commo- 
ner. There wants alſo this farther explanation, 

that the prohibition is to be underſtood only of 
| Spaniſh {kins or hides, and not of thoſe that ſhall 
be imported from the Indies to theſe kingdoms; 

for all ſuch, as will not be conſumed here, ought 


to be re-exported upon the payment of a ſmall 


duty, that by this means we may the better pre- 
ſerve that commerce in the channel of Spain, and 
prevent foreigners from importing them directly 
from the Indies to their reſpective countries, 
which, it is apparent, muſt be a great injury to 
his majeſty and his people. 

In caſe this law be revived, it will be alſo pro- 
per to give a farther explanation, that as it al- 
lows the exportation of Jeather hangings and 
gloves, ſo it ought to be extended to all other 
goods made of this material in the ſhape I ſhall 
propoſe in the 9om chapter; and as there is in 
Spain ſuch large quantities of good goats ſkins, 
that without any inconvenience they may be ſent 


abroad to other kingdoms, where they are uſually 


purchaſed at a high price, upon account of the 
great value they ſet upon them, eſpecially in 
France and Germany, theſe, in my opinion, 
might alſo be allowed exportation, on condition 
they be tanned and curried, and pay alſo the ſet- 
tled duties entire. 
In the 914 chapter I aſſign the reaſons why we 
ſhould facilitate the importation of utenſils for 
the manufactories of filk, wool, and other mate- 
rials, eſpecially looms, preſſes, combs, ſteel cards, 
ſhears, printing molds, &c. and upon the ſame 
M 4 foun- 


penalty of death, which might be changed for ten 
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foundation, it will be expedient to prohibit the 
exportation of them out of theſe Kingdoms, as it 
is done in other countries. 

The ingredients for dying wool, ſilk, and other 
things, ought alſo to be reckoned in the number 
of materials; and in conſequence the exportation 
of them diſcouraged, by charging them imme- 
diately with the entire duties, and till we can re- 
ſolve, whether it be adviſable to go farther, and 
prohibit alſo the exportation of them ; it being 
underſtood to regard only thoſe, which are the 
produce of Spain, for as to ſuch as are brought 
from the Indies, we ought to purſue the rule, that 


has been laid down for ſkins or hides, that come 


from thence. 

Though mat-weed be of trifling vols In pro- 
portion to its bulk, it is not to be ſlighted, ſince 
there goes abroad great quantities of it to Pro- 
vence, Languedoc, and elſewhere, and it ſhould 
alſo be charged the duties entire, whenever it is 
exported unmanufactured ; and only half of it, 
when worked up 1n any ſhape whatever. 

As to what regards the exportation and traffick 
of the fruits of this Kingdom, I refer it to the 
920 chapter. 
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Ci AP . 


e principal commodities, upon the exportation of 


which the duties ought to be moderate. Particu- 
lar rules laid down for theeſtabliſhment and exe- 
cution, and calculated principally with a view 
of reforming ſome things in the cuſtom houſes of 
Anadalujia, that clog the foreign trade. 


l T HE low duties, that have been recom- 


mended in the exportation of certain 


| commodities, are to take place, and be charged 


| upon manufactures of filk, wool, cotton, hemp, 


| flax, and all other ſorts of woven goods exported, 
ina reaſonable and due proportion; as allo upon 
| thoſe made of ſteel, copper, braſs, iron, wood, 


leather, and other materials, that ſhall be parti- 


| culariſed ; in order to obtain a market for them, 
and facilitate their going abroad, as it is an eſſen- 
tial proviſion, and the principal means, both to 
improve and preſerve our own manufactories, and 
| alſo detain our money at home, together with a 
| conſiderable part of the treaſures, we ſhall receive 
| from the Indies, being perſuaded that the very 
| ſame arguments produced in the 8x* chapter, as 
| reaſons, why we ſhould reſtrain by all practicable 
| methods the introduction of woven and other 
| commodities from abroad, are equally concluſive, 
and oblige us to facilitate the vent, and encourage 
| the exportation of our own manufactures For 
having once gained this point, we may flatter 
| ourſelves with ſecuring the great emoluments, that 


have been ſuggeſted in ſeveral other parts of this 


treatiſe, as reſulting from thence, both to his majeſ- 
ly s revenue, and the general good of this kingdom. 


Though 
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Though there be perſons, who, for want of giv. 
ing due attention to theſe great conſequences are 
carried away with a ſceming intereſt, imagining, 
that if we reduce the duties upon our own ex- 
ports, the treaſury will be injured by it, there i; 
an eaſy anſwer, that the poſition mult needs be 
without foundation, ſince it is notorious how few 
Spaniſh cloths, ſilks, and other commodities ate 
exported to foreign parts, and conſequently the 
revenue ariſing from them will be very ſmall and 
contemptible, though the duties rife very high, 
Moreover, as ſoon as thefe duties ſhail be conſi- 
derably reduced, in the manner they ought to be, 
upon our own goods tent abroad, they will yield 
more, by reaſon of the great increaſe of exports 
But ſhould it prove otherwiſe, and there be really 
found a conſiderable reduction of the revenue up- 
on exports for the reaſon given, I have already 
proved in the 20, and the 80" chapters by argu- 
ments, which mult needs convince, that in regu- 
lating the cuſtom houle duties, we ſhould not 6 
much aim at railing yearly a hundred, or two 
hundred thouſand doblons extraordinary, as to 
proportion and calculate thoſe duties fo, as they 
may beſt promote the general commerce of Spain, 
which is the fountain from whence mult flow the 
greateſt augmentations of the treaſury, and all the 
other advantages, that have been ſuggeſted. 

In conſequence of a maxim ſo rational, and #0 
well ſupported by the authority and practice ot 
nations, that beſt underſtand trade, and fſucceei 
im it, Lam not then under the leatt doubt of ib 
being proper to determine upon, and make thx 
following reductions and allowances von ou 
own manufactures ex ported, 1 
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That all woven goods of wool, filk, cotton, 
hemp, flax, the hair of camels, goats, Or vicu- 
das, of what kind ſoever they be, including ſuits 
of wearing apparel, and pieces or ſhapes woven 
on purpoſe for cloaths, ſhould be exported out of 
Spain for other countries, paving no higher duty, 
than two and a half per cent of their net value, 
even though they be mixed with gold or ſilver, 
and that a new tarif be formed for this purpoſe, 
with due confideration of the value of each article 
in making the eſtimates, Moreover, to remove 


all difficulties, that may occaſion diſputes, or 


create delays in the cuſtom houſe, which are 
chargeable to the trader, it will, I judge, be ex- 
pedient to form a book of rates, directing, for 
inſtance, that a piece of fine cloth containing 30 


or 40 yards, which, at the time of making theſe 


eſtimates, ſhould be confidered as worth a hun- 
dred dollars, a little more or leſs, be charged 37 
reals, or 1265 maravedis, which is equivalent to 
two and a half per cent of its value; in like man- 
ner middling and coarſe cloths are to be rated, as 
alſo all ſilks, ſtuffs, and other commodities. So 
that by this means, as ſoon as the quality and 
meature is known, there will be no occaſion for 
making a freſh eſtimate in the cuſtom houſe, ex- 


cept in articles, whoſe value cannot be reduced to 


any general rule or ſtandard, for inſtance, clocks, 


elcrutores, coaches, and ſuch goods, as derive their 


principal value from the workmanthip, and which 
uſually makes a great difference in the prices ; and 


therefore it is neceſſarv to make a valuation in the 


cuſtom houte at the time of entry for exportation. 


And I think alſo in fing theſe rates we ſhould 


dave in our eye the rules obſerved in France, and 
alicady 
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already produced in the 21* chapter, where 
we ſhall find that ſome duties are laid in pro— 
portion to the weight; either by the quintal, or 
by the pound, and not by meaſure, 

The method of the Dutch is to make three 
columns in their book of rates; one of which 
contains the value of the commodity ; another, 
the ſum, or duty charged upon it, as an import; 
and the third column, the ſum 1t 1s chargeable 
with at exportation, But this manner of ranging 


them in three columns, has ſometimes created 


confuſion and miſtakes; and as in things of this 
nature it behoves us very much to diſpoſe every 
thing in a clear and diſtinct manner, though it 
may conſume more paper, the practice of the 
French is, in my apprehenſion, ſafer, and better 
to be truſted, who have two diſtinct books for the 
rates; one of them contains the duties upon im- 
ports, the other, thoſe upon exports, which diſ- 
poſition is leaſt liable to miſtakes; and both the 
tarifs, after they are printed, are bound up toge- 
ther in a manual. 

The ſame reaſons may be urged for reducing 
to two and a half per cent, the duty upon all 


goods exported, that ſhall be made of ſteel, iron, 


copper, tin, braſs, or any other metal, or of fine 
and ordinary ſorts of wood, be they of the growth 
of this kingdom, the Indies, or any other coun- 
try, whether they be wrought up into utenſils 
for agriculture, employed in buildings, or made 
into ſciſſars, knives, buttons, buckles, ſtoves, 
candleſticks, eſcrutores, tables, cheſts, chairs, 
ſtools, boxes, combs, beds, or any other fort of 
goods whatever, provided they ſhall not be of maſly 
flyer or gold. It is to be underſtood alſo, that 

we 
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we are not to comprehend under this regulation 


fire arms, ſwords, &c. that uſually ſerve for war; 


for theſe call for another kind of proceeding, as 
well in reſpect to the duties, as the licenſe to ex- 
port them, and the precautions neceſlary to be 
taken for it, agreeably to what has been already 


provided in the 37h chapter. 


Though nails, a braſs or iron, have but 

very little workmanſhip, they are alſo to be con- 
ſidered as a manufacture, and allowed to be ex- 
ported upon paying only the two and a half 15 
cent. 

All ſorts of paper, whether it be white or co- 
loured, is alſo to be rated as a manufacture, and 
exported without paying any higher duty than the 
faid two and a half per cent, to which the Diez- 


mos, or Almojarifazgos, Cientos and Millon is to 


be reduced, and it may be charged at a certain 
ſum per ream, or quintal. For though I am ſen- 


fible that little or none of this commodity is ſent 


abroad, we may flatter ourſelves, that after theſe 
regulations take place, there will hereafter be an 
exportation of it from our own fabricks in a con- 
ſiderable quantity, over and above ſupplying the 
demands of this kingdom. 

Cards and paſt board may at the ſame time be 
allowed an exportation, chargeable with the two 
and a half per cent. 

For the ſame reaſon, and becauſe hep are more 
of a manufacture, books may be permitted expor- 
tation out of Spain free of all duties, as they now 
have the privilege by virtue of ſome ancient laws, 


and the above mentioned order of the council ot 
the finances, made in 1720. 
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White wax, compared with the yellow, is in 
fome tort conſidered as a manufacture, and the 
duties upon them ſhould, I think, be diſtinct; 
that white wax have leave to be exported on pay- 
ment of only two and a half per cent; but we 
are to charge entire all the duties, that are now 
laid upon the yellow, if it ſhall not be Judged 
prudent at this time to prohibit the exportation 
of it, for the reaſons aſſigned in the 89 chapter, 
which treats upon materials exported. 

All ſorts of commodities made of any kind of 
leather or {kins, ſuch as buff coats, gloves, belts, 
Pouches, muffs, boots, ſhoes, flippers, leathern 
jackets, covers for trunks, tables, and any other 
goods made of the ſaid leather or ſkins, of what 
kind ſoever they be, ſhould be allowed expor- 
tation without paying more than the two and a 
half per cent. except ſuch commodities as are 
uſually eſteemed military ſtores, 

Coaches, berlins, calaſhes and ſedans may be 
allo comprehended under this regulation, and 
charged the fame upon exportation. 

It will be convenient to allow the exportation 
of all ſorts of tobacco boxes, cafes, and other toys 
made of ſhell, ivory, mother of pearl, ebony, 
and the like materials, paying the ſaid duty of 
two and a half per cent. This permiſſion is allo 


waderfibod to extend to boxes, caſes, and other 


toys that ſha]l be gilt, or have any chaſed work, 
or be fitted up in ſilver or gold, in caſe there be 
not too large a quantity of this bullion. 

In like manner leave ſhould be given to export, 
on payment of the ſaid duty, any fort of picture 
frames, looking glaſſes, and other carved or chaſed 
work, that (hall be made — any ſort of wood x 
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All forts of manufactures, that ſhall be ids 


of marble, jaſpar, and other curious, or ordinary 
kinds of ſtone, whether they be ſtatues, tables, 
mill ſtones, or any other things, may alſo have 
leave to be exported, chargeable with the duty of 
| two and a half per cent, and the valuation is to 
| be made at the time of exportation, according to 
| the goodneſs and workmanſhip. 


Diſhes, jars, porringers, chocolate cups, tiles, and 


| other kinds of earthern ware, made at Sevil, Tala- 
| vera, and elſewhere, whether they be ſtained or 
not, may alſo be allowed exportation out of the 
kingdom, paying the two and a half per cent; un- 
| der the fame claſs may be placed large earthern 
| reflels, pitchers, flower pots, tiling, bricks, and 
| other things made of clay, 


The ſame rule is to be obſerved in reſpect to 


criſtals and glaſs; but is to be underſtood, ſo as 


not to affect any privileges, which perſons, that 
have ſet up the fabrick of theſe commodities, 
hall have obtained from his majeſty, empowering 
them to export free of all duty. The ſame re- 
gard is alſo to be paid to any privilege his ma- 
kſty ſhall have granted in favour of any other 
manufactories. | 
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eta whatſoever, though they ſhall be gilt, pro- 
1 vided they be not of maſly gold or filver. It is 
alſo to be underſtood, that every commodity, made 
of metal, wood, or any other material, of the ſe- 
© yeral kinds above mentioned, or in any other form, 
may be ſent abroad under the ſame terms, in caſe 
they be not contraband; even though they ſhall 
be gilded; and with an exception only to thoſe of 
maſſy ſilver or gold, the exportation of which is 
| ſtill to be prohibited. 
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Soap, which is a compoſition of ſoſa, oil, and 
other ingredients, and is a very profitable many. 
facture, ſhould have leave to go abroad charge. 
able with only two and a half per cent. for all the 
duties, that we may the better ſecure to ourſelve 
this branch of trade, from which foreigners re. 
ceive ſuch conſiderable advantages, manufacturing 
the beſt ſort, and the greateſt part of it with our 
own materials, eſpecially at Marſeilles and Genoz, 
which cities carry on a very large and advan- 
tageous traffick in this commodity, 

In the 82“ chapter I ſuggeſt what occurred to 
me in reſpect to prohibiting the importation of 
perukes; but I judge it very expedient to facilitate 
the exportation of them, giving leave to do it upon 
payment only of two hundred maravedis for 
every wig, that ſhall be made of grey or fair hair, 
and a hundred maravedis for brown or black 
wigs. 7 4 

I muſt alſo advertiſe, that whenever any of the 
commodities mentioned in this chapter, or any 
other, ſhall be ſhipped for the Indies in the ports, 
out of which, with his majeſty's leave, fail an 
ſhips directly to the Indies, they are not to be 
charged the above two and a half per cent. upon 
exportation, but only to pay the duties laid upon 
the flotas, galeons, and regiſter ſhips; for it would 
be neither reaſonable, nor our intereſt, that com- 
modities ſhipped in Spain for his majeſty's domi 
nions in America ſhould pay double to thoſe ex 
ported to foreign kingdoms. And as it is ver 
fitting, from the equitable diſpoſition of his ma- 
jeſty, that the regulations in this important affair 
be equally enjoyed by all the provinces of Spain; 
a circumſtance, that is alſo very conducive to the 
improve- 


TY at OY enz IQ 0 


3 any a K K fww r 


ef COMMERCE, &. 177 


improvement of trade and manufactories, I think 


it very neceſſary to have the orders and diſpo- 


ſitions, Which he has provided, duely and ſtrictly 
carried into execution, that all the commodities 
nnd fruits of Spain may be tranſported and fold 
from one province to another, and even from 
one town to another upon its continent (excepting 
in Navarre and Cantabria, where the cuſtom 
| houſes are upon a different eſtabliſhment) with= 
aut paying the Diezmos, Almojarifazgos, Cientos, 
or any other duties, which are chargeable in the 
| cuſtom houſes, ſo that theſe duties be demanded | 
only at the time of ſending them abroad, either 
by ſea or land; a rule, which is obſerved in all 
parts, except in Andaluſia, as it is hinted in the 
q chapter. For notwithſtanding this general, 
very equitable, and intereſting proviſion made 
| with a view, that moſt part of the India trade 
| may be carried on with Spaniſh goods, it is found, 

| that ſilks, cloths, ſtuffs, &c. that go from Toledo, 
| Segovia, Valencia, Murcia, Granada, Cordova, 

and other places to thoſe ports, either to be con- 
| ſumed there, or ſhipped for the Indies, or foreign 
kingdoms, pay conſiderable duties for entry, as 


well in Sevil and Cadiz, as in their paſſage by 
Xeres, and other parts of that principality, con- 
trary to what is done in other provinces, For it 
$ certain, that all ſorts of goods carried to the 
ports of Valencia; Murcia, the coaſt of Granada, 
and other parts, as alſo to thoſe frontiers, where 
there are cuſtom houſes, enter into the cities, 
towns, &c. of both provinces, without paying any 
duty, and are chargeable only, when they are ſent 
abroad; and as this general indulgence 1 is even of 
hoſt ſervice in the ports of the principality of 
Vor. II, 1 Sevil, 
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Sevil, as appears from the many convincing argu: 
ments already produced, it will be very reaſonable, 
and of great benefit to the whole monarchy, that 
we entirely aboliſh the impoſts laid upon the ſaid 
goods, as well in their paſſage by Xeres, and other 


parts of the principality, as at their entry into Se. 
vil and Cadiz. And in caſe the Alcavala and 
Cientos of Sevil and Cadiz ſhould go united with 
the ſaid duties, as they are at Madrid, being de- 
manded at their introduction without ſaying for 
the ſale of them, this practice ought to be reform- 
ed, and fo regulated, that this tax be upon no ac- 
count chargeable either upon goods coming in or 
20ing out; but that the city companies be obliged 
to pay by compoſition an equivalent to replace the 
ſaid revenue, or make it up in any other ſhape, 
they ſhall judge more convenient, ſo that it be 
only charged upon an actual ſale, or ſales made 


in thoſe two cities, agreeable to the nature of the 


Alcavala, and Cientos, but not upon their going 
in or out of the ſaid cities; in order that the wo- 
yen and other goods from Toledo, Granada, and 


other parts of Spain, brought by land carriage, or 


falling down the river Guadalquivir, may go into 
Sevil, Cadiz, San Lucar, and other ports of that 
principality, without paying duty, and alſo go out 
of them chargeable only with the two and a halt 
per cent. if they ſhall be deſigned for foreign 
conſumption, and with the king's duties upon 
the flotas, galeons, and regiſter ſhips, if they ſhall 


be entred for his majeſty's Indies. By this pro- 


viſion, I flatter myſelf, the manufactures and com- 
merce of theſe kingdoms will be very much che- 


Having 
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4 Having alſo been informed, that ſeveral muni- 


cipal taxes are impoſed upon ſome commodities, 
that are brought by land to Cadiz, and other ci- 


| ties of Andaluſia for their own uſe, and that theſe 

| are appropriated to the payment of the intereſt, 

| and the capital of certain loans, it would be very 

ſeaſonable to aboliſh theſe duties in favour of the 
| manufactures of Spain, that either by land, or the 

river Guadalquivir, ſhould be introduced into the 

| faid cities, and that they be charged only upon 

| manufactures, and other merchandiſe that ſhall 

come from foreign parts; as I am convinced, that 

| even after this reduction they will yield a revenue 

| ſufficient to anſwer the end of its appointment, 

if they be rightly conducted. Nay, it is eaſy to 
| imagine, that if in letting out, collecting, and ap- 
| plying this and other taxes impoſed by towns, 
there were more juſtice, care, and punctuality ob- 
| ſerved, efpecially in that moſt eſſential point of 
| examining their accompts, they might have al- 
ready cleared moſt of the above mentioned Arbi- 
| trios, have taken off the taxes they conſiſt of, and 
| relieved the people themſelves, whom they are 
| continually loading with theſe heavy burthens, 
merely upon account of bad management; which 
| diſadvantages are ſo oppreſſive and general, that it 
| would require a very large diſſertation to propoſe 
| a remedy, - : 


Upon the confines of Navarre and Guipuzcoa 


on the fide of France, the cuſtom houſes are not 
upon the ſame footing as in other parts of Spain. 
The ſame is true of the ports of Guipuzcoa and 
| Bifcaya, Therefore we find an eſtabliſhment of 


the Diezmos, and the other impoſts in Vitoria, 


Balmaſeda, Orduna, Agreda, Tarazona, Mallen, 
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and other places, and I think it ſhould be under. 
ſtood, that all the ſaid commodities and goods 
have liberty to paſs through theſe cuſtom houſes 
into the inland parts of Navarre and Cantabria, 
whether it be for their own conſumption, or to 
fend abroad, upon paying only the two and a half 
per cent. in the ſaid cuſtom houſes. The ſame 
thing ought to be done, in behalf of thoſe, that 
| ſhall paſs from Aragon into Navarre, upon pay- 
ing the ſaid duty in the cuſtom houſe of Tara- 
zona, and others upon the frontier, that ſeparates 
thoſe kingdoms. But conſidering that there are 
other cuſtom houſes between Navarre and France, 
where, according to ancient uſage, there is alfo 
paid a duty, though moderate, of between two 
and three per cent, and that this double tax can- 
not fail of being a check upon commerce, and 
the market, that might otherwiſe be found in 
France for goods carried thither by way of Na- 
varre; it would be convenient on this account 
to provide, whenever it appears, that any of theſe 
goods have paid the duty of two and a half per 
cent. in the cuſtom houſe of Agreda, and thoſe 
upon the confines of Aragon, in their paſſage to 
Navarre, that they may be entred for France or 
Guipuzcoa, without paying any farther duty; in 
which caſe all the faid commodities would be 
upon an equal footing in reſpect to the duties, 
which way ſoever they ſhould go out of Spain. 
But it will be always expedient, that the commo- 
dities and fruits, brought into Spain from abroad 
by way of Navarre, be charged entire the whole 
duties, as they are at this time ſettled, or ſhall be 
ſettled hereafter, as well in the ſmall cuſtom 
houſes between Navarre and France, as in — 
' | Q 
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of Agreda, and upon the frontier of Navarre and 
Aragon, in caſe of their paſſing into- the inland 
parts of Caſtile or Aragon, upon the ſelf ſame 
principle of diſcouraging, as much as poſſible, the 
introduction of foreign manufactures, and other 
merchandiſe. This low duty of two and a half 
| per cent. upon our own goods ſent broad will be 
alſo a means of their having in Navarre and Can- 
tabtia, and conſuming there more of the manu- 
factures of the Caſtiles, Valencia, and Aragon, than 
of foreign ones, with which they are now moſtly 
ſupplied, Nor is it to be wondered at, ſince fo- 
reign goods come into Cantabria, without paying 
any other duties than ſome trifling Arbitrios, 
charged by thoſe towns; and in Navarre they pay 
only the moderate ſum of two or three per- eent. 
while every thing, that comes from the other pro- 
vinces of Spain into Navarre and Cantabria is now 
chargeable with the high duties of 14 and 15 per 
cent; a management, that apparently will be at- 
tended with pernicious conſequences; but they 
would be removed in the main by the meaſures I 
propoſe. VV 
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CH AP.” XC. 
The principal commodities, upon which duties ought 
to be moderate at importation, The particular 
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manner of carrying this rule into execution. | 
: UR general maxim is, that duties be very | 
| moderate upon the importation of mate- | 
b rials, and other articles very neceſſary or uſeful, fo 4 
that this chapter will naturally be very ſhort; for 4 
providence has been ſo liberal to Spain, as to blets | 
it with all the neceſſaries of human life, and theſe 4 
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and other places, and I think it ſhould be under. 
ſtood, that all the ſaid commodities and goods 
have liberty to paſs through theſe cuſtom houſes 
into the inland parts of Navarre and Cantabria, 
whether it be for their own conſumption, or to 
fend abroad, upon paying only the two and a half 
per cent, in the ſaid cuftom houſes. The ſame 
thing ought to be done, in behalf of thoſe, that 
ſhall paſs from Aragon into Navarre, upon pay- 
ing the ſaid duty in the cuſtom houſe of Tara- 
zona, and others upon the frontier, that ſeparates 
thoſe kingdoms. But conſidering that there arc 
other cuſtom houſes between Navarre and France, 
where, according to ancient uſage, there is alſo 
paid a duty, though moderate, of between two 
and three per cent, and that this double tax can- 
not fail of being a check upon commerce, and 
the market, that might otherwiſe be found in 
France for goods carried thither by way of Na- 
varre; it would be convenient on this account 
to provide, whenever it appears, that any of theſe 
goods have paid the duty of two and a half per 
cent. in the cuſtom houſe of Agreda, and thoſe 
upon the confines of Aragon, in their paſſage to 
Navarre, that they may be entred for France or 
Guipuzcoa, without paying any farther duty; in 
which caſe all the faid commodities would be 
upon an equal footing in reſpect to the duties, 
which way ſoever they ſhould go out of Spain. 
But it will be always expedient, that the commo- 
dities and fruits, brought into Spain from abroad 
by way of Navarre, be charged entire the whole 
duties, as they are at this time ſettled, or ſhall be 
ſettled hereafter, as well in the ſmall cuſtom 
houſes between Navarre and France, as in _ 
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of Agreda, and upon the frontier of Navarre and. 
Aragon, in caſe of their paſting into- the inland 
| parts of Caſtile or Aragon, upon the {elf ſame 
| principle of diſcouraging, as much as poſſible, the 
introduction of foreign manufaQures, and other 
merchandiſe. This low duty of two and a half 
per cent. upon our own goods ſent broad will þe 
alſo.a means of their having in Navarre and Cap- 
tabria, and conſuming there more of the manu- 
factures of the Caſtiles, Valencia, and Aragon, than 
of foreign ones, with which they are now moſtly 
ſupplied, Nor is it to be wondered at, ſince fo- 
| reign goods come into Cantabria, without paying 
| any other duties than ſome trifling Arbitrios, 
| charged by thoſe towns; and in Navarre they pay 
only the moderate ſum of two or three per-cent. 
while every thing, that comes from the other pro- 
vinces of Spain into Navarre and Cantabria is now 
chargeable with the high duties of 14 and 15 per 
cent; a management, that apparently will be at- 
| tended with pernicious conſequences ; but they 
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would be removed in the main by the meaſures I 


propoſe. 


C-H AP; l. 
The principal commodities, upon which duties ought 
0 be moderate at importation, The particular 
manner of carrying this rule into execution. 


UR general maxim is, that duties be very 
moderate upon the importation of mate- 
rials, and other articles very neceſſary or uſeful, fo 
that this chapter will naturally be very ſhort; for 
providence has been fo liberal to Spain, as to bleis 
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too in more than ordinary perfection. And if 
its climate be not quite adapted to the production 
of pepper, cloves, . and other ſpices, however, 
from what has been hitherto diſcovered, it ſeems 
rather a particular indulgence of nature, than a 
mark of her diſpleaſure to Spain, that ſhe has 
made ſcarce, or deprived us of, ſuch ſorts of food 
only, as are deſtructive to health, 

I think there are alſo other articles, which we 
are ſupplied with from abroad ; but theſe are net 
neceflary, either for food, or decent cloathing; 


ſince they are rather miniſterial to vanity, mode, 


or faſhion ; though ſome times they enable us to 
ſupply the wants of the vaſt regions of America, 
8o that were nothing to be imported into this 
kingdom from abroad, we ſhould not find any 
conſiderable diſadvantage; nay, it would rather 
be a great bleſſing to us, being the ſureſt means to 
prevent foreigners from draining us, as they now 


do, of our ſilver and gold to the ruin of this mo- 


narchy. But fince oſtentation, faſhion, or the 
delicacy of ſome perſons are the reaſons, that we 
cannot be wholly ſatished with what our own ter- 


Titory yields in plenty and great perfection; nor 
with the good fabricks wrought by the induſtry 
of the natiyes for decent cloathing, I ſhall here 


particulariſe the few materials, utenſils and other 
articles, which it is convenient for us to import 
under the preſent ſtate of things; both upon the 
ſaid account, and in order to provide the ſaid ſup- 
plies for the Indies, referring the conſideration of 
ſpicery, fiſh, and other forts of proviſion to an- 


ether place. . 


I may be excuſed perhaps ſaying much upon 
the head of importing wool, thought it be a wo: 
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cloathing. For, it is notorious, we are under no 
temptation to encourage the importation” of it, 
ſince we poſſeſs it in ſo great plenty and per- 
fection, that many parts of Europe are ſupplied 


with the overflowings of our ſtock, or what we 


ourfelves do not expend, which, after they have 


| worked it up into cloth, they ſend into Aſia, 


Africa, and America; and thus we furniſh them 
with weapons to infult, and do us the great in- 


l juries already complained of in other chapters. 
| © We have alſo larger quantities of good ſilk, 


than we now expend in our manufactories, or 
can otherwiſe employ; for I have been aſſured, 
that, in the kingdoms of Valencia and Murcia 
only, there is exported, one year with another, 


| above 200,000 pound weight unmanufactured, the 


value of which is about 600,000 dollars. But 
were this 'filk wrought up in the loom, and then 
exported, as it fhould be, it would yield us about 
two millions of dollars. Nor is there any doubt, 
when the Spaniſh manufactories are duely che- 
ſhed, which we have reaſon to hope for, that 
we ſhall then work up and reap the benefit at 
home, not only of theſe 200,000 weight, but 
larger quantities, than can even be raiſed in Spain, 


| though the ſoil and climate be favourable to its 


production, eſpecially in the ſouthern provinces, 
where they will no doubt ſet themſelves to enlarge 
their plantations of mulberry trees, and to breed 
more ſilk worms, the moment we have found the 
way thus-to work up, and improve the value of 
this precious material, However, as the con- 
ſumption of filks is ſo very great in this king- 


dom, and the Indies, that we can never have too 
Ne: large 
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large a quantity; and if it ſhould ever be the 
caſe, we can diſpoſe of them to forcigners with 
great profit to ourſelves, as they afe very good, 
and at a reaſonable price; and as this material 
can be obtained without any great ditiiculty, ] 
think it expedient, that leave be given to import 
ſilk into Spain from Italy, where they have it very 
good, and chargeable only with a duty of two and 
a half per cent. when it comes in bundles; and 
of five per cent. when it is thrown. But as moſt 
of the ſilk from China, Perſia, and other parts of 
Afia is of a very bad kind, the introduction of it 
ſhould be prohibited under rigorous penalties; 
and there is ſtill more reaſon to refuſe the impor. 
tation of ſilks from that quarter, and above all the 
wear of them, in the ſhape I recommended in 
chapter 82. 
© Spain, I think, that ſort of flax is alſo 8 
which is proper for fine linens, and we are not 
content with the middling kind, which might be 
ſufficient. And there is alſo e demand for this 
commodity in the Indies. On this account it will 
be ſeaſonable, till the cultivation of flax be con- 
ſiderably augmented and improved in Spain, that 
we encourage its coming from abroad, giving 


leave to import it, chargeable only with a duty of 


two and a half per cent; but that thread, which 
is in ſome ſort a manufacture, ſhould pay four 
per cent. 

As to hemp, cotton, camel and goat's hair, 
my judgement, we may put them under the Ame 
regulation, I propoſe for flax, making a diſtinction 
for what ſhall be brought in the ſkeyn, and ſpun. 


The ſame rule is to be obſerved in reſpect. to 


caſtor, 
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| * or vicunas, of which hats and a ſort of 
| cloth is made. 

Our general maxim leads us alſo to encouraę the 
importation of the ſeveral ingredients for dying; 
but U think, that what Spain itſelf produces, and 
the great ſupplies we receive from the Indies, and 
| which are in great perfection, are ſufficient for 
E our purpole, However, in caſe it be found upon 
F inquiry, that we want any forts from foreign 
| countries, they ought to be allowed importation, 
| chargeable only with a 1 of two and a half 
per cent. 

Iron and ſteel are alſo very profitable mate- 
rials, not only on account of the many wares, they 
| ſerve for, and which find a vent all over the 
| world, eſpecially in our Indies, but alſo as they 
| furniſh utenſils for huſbandry, building houles, 
| &c. and for the ſhipping, and afford other con- 
| veniences, that are not to be diſpenſed with, and 
| which make theſe two materials more neceſſary, 

and far more beneficial to mankind than filver 5 
| WW cold. And in conſideration that the forges of 


| Cantabria, though numerous, are not ſufficient to 


t ſupply the vaſt conſumption of iron in this king- 
dom, and Spaniſh America; and as the quantity, 
f WW vhich the other provinces of Spain yield, is very 
1 | :nconfiderable, I am of opinion, that, as in Hol- 
r {Wand they allow Spaniſh wool to be imported free 
of all duty, upon the very rational plan, I have 
already produced, it will probably be a piece of 
prudence in us to reduce ſo low as five per cent. 


come from abroad, at leaſt till we can Ls certain, 
that the fabrick af 7 iron in Cantabria itſelf, in 
Galicia and other provinces is capable of beirg 

ſufficicntly 


the duty upon all unmanufactured iron, that ſhall 
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ſufficiently enlarged. As to ſteel, which is in 
ſome ſort a manufacture, and coſts more than 
iron, it may be allowed to be imported, paying 
ſix per cent. duty. 

We. ſee allo in Spain a vaſt conſumption of 
hard wares, made of copper and braſs, particu- 
larly, candleſlicks. buttons, nails, buckles, ſtoves, 
kettles, kitchin furniture, and other articles, moſt 
of which come from Germany by the way of 
Holland, and in a great meaſure manufactured, 
fince what we principally do to them in Spain, is 
poliſhing, and reducing them to Certain Propor- 
tions and ſizes. 

In the founderies of artillery and bells, there 
is alſo a vaſt conſumption of copper reduced to 
braſs; and notwithſtanding the Spaniſh mines at- 


ford us but ſmall quantities of this metal, we can | 


be plentifully ſupplied with it from the Indies, 
and eſpecially from New Spain, the iſland of Cu- 
ba, Puerto Rico, and the kingdom of Chili, whence 
it uſually comes over without farther improvement, 
than that of the firſt fuſion, and being formed by 
a mould into round cakes, each of them about 
three arrobs in weight; and in this ſhape it is 


very conveniently, and without charge brought | 


over, ſerving as balaſt for the ſhipping, It is alſo 
obſervable, that f ormerly the American copper was 
not uſed in the founderies of artillery in Spain, 
by their not underſtanding how to refine, purity, 


and reduce it to a ſtandard proper for the compo- 


ſition of braſs. On this account in the royal 
founder ies of artillery in Spain we made uſe of 
copper already refined, and brought over from 
Sweden, Hungary, and other parts, at an extra- 
OrGINary expence, with frequent difficulties, diſ- 

appointments 
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appointments and abuſes, So that the firſt Ame- 
rican copper, employed there, was an amount of 
728 quintals from the mines of Mechoacan, 
| which was brought into Andaluſia for Don Ma- 
| nuel Lopez Pintado in the year 1717, and upon 
| which were made in the royal founderies of artil- 
ery at Sevil various eſſays and experiments to re- 
| fine, and purify it to a ſtandard proper for caſting 
canon, mortars and other braſs artillery, and with 
| ſucceſs. NVL ee ELOISE 
| Upon this experience, and the information 
| that had been given of mines of this oar in the 
Indies, his majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue out very 
ſtrict orders to the viceroys of New Spain and 
Peru, that they ſhould cauſe the moſt to be made 
| of thoſe mines, and tranſmit to Spain as large 
quantities of this oar, as they poſſibly could, 
| which inſtructions were punctually obſerved. On 
| the ſame account his majeſty ordered Don Joſeph 
de Gayoſo y Mendoza, brigadier general in his 
| majeſty's army, and lieutenant general in the 
train of artillery, to viſit the ſaid founderies at 
devil, and inſpect the refining of this copper, in 
order to advance it to the greateſt perfection, cal- 
culate the quantity of droſs, and determine the 
goodneſs of it. After repeated and eſpecial eſ- 
lays and trials made in his preſence, upon both 
the India and Barbary copper oar, in the year 
1720, a calculation was made; and after employ- 
ing the utmoſt ſkill to purge off its earthy parts, 
and reduce it to the perfect ſtandard and con- 
dition for caſting braſs artillery, there was found 
this difference, that the Barbary copper in the af- 
inement left from 13 to 15 in a hundred weight 
mere droſs, and ſtill remained unkindly, harſh, 
: and 
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and much below ſtandard for artillery, and ſome 
other uſes; while the India copper, after its af. 
finement, left but from 10 to 12 in a hundred 
droſs, and was very ſoft, malleable, of a good 
colour, and came up quite to the ſtandard and 

rfection it ought to have for founding good 


braſs artillery. By virtue of theſe experiments, it 
bas been ever ſince made uſe of in thoſe royal 
founderies, by the undertaker and head founder, 
Don Enrique Bernardo Abet, who has declared 
this India copper to be far better in quality, and 


more forceable than that of Barbary ; inſomuch, 
that it equals, and may even excel that of Sweden 


and Hungary, for founding artillery, &c. and ex. 
perience in ſome meaſure confirms it by our 
having many cannon, mortars, and other pieces | 


of artillery, that have been caſt of this copper ſo 
refined, and which have been delivered and re- 


ceived into his majeſty's train, after the moſt vio- 


lent proofs made of them, both by fire and water, 
and which with this very intent were directed and 
ordered by his majeſty, 


I apprehend it not unſeaſonable to mention 
here ſome things, that may be depended upon, in 
order to make us more ſenſible of the value we | 
ought to ſet upon American copper, both on ac- 
count of its goodneſs, and fine diſpoſition for the | 
ſeveral uſes it is put to in Spain, and as it will bea | 
means to prevent our being drained of large ſums} 
of money in return for the copper of Sweden, | 
and other parts of the North. This alſo ſhews| 
how much it behoves us, and of what importance 
it is, to give particularly in charge to the {aid} 
viceroys of New Spain and Peru, and alſo to the 


governors of the kingdom of Chili, and of the 
iſllands 
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illands of Cuba and Puerto Rico, that they im- 
prove theſe mines to the utmoſt, tranſmitting to 
| Spain as much copper as they can poſſibly pro- 
cure. By means of this and ſome other provi- 
fions, that may be made, we ſhall be under no 
| obligation to encourage the importation of this 
| commodity from foreign countries; and therefore 
notwithſtanding it be a material, it ſhould pay 
entire the whole duties, that ſhall be chargeable 

upon its importation. But as to lattin, or yellow | 
copper, which is a compoſition of copper and a 
certain mineral found in the provinces of Namur, 
Limburg, and ſome parts of Germany, and which 
has not been hitherto manufactured in Spain, we 
may give leave to import it at preſent, and till 
tarther orders, upon the payment of only two and 
a half per cent. it being always underſtood, that it 
be no ways manufactured. 

In Spain there has not yet been eſtabliſhed any 
tin manufacture. Tin is made of iron beaten 
very fine, and into very thin plates, which are 
whitened over with tin oar, after they have been 
duely prepared with aquafortis, to fix the waſh of 
the tin better. But as we are aſſured the ſecret 
has been already communicated, notwithſtanding 
all their caution from the tin works in SAXONY, 
where it was only manufactured, to forges in ſe- 
reral provinces of France, we may hope for its 
introduction alſo into Spain, to be employed in 
the various uſes it ſerves for; and in the mean 
time it will be very proper to allow of its impor- 
tation into this kingdom chargeable only with the 
duty of two and a Half per 8 

The commoditics of lead and tin have ſo little 
addition made to their price from the manufac- 


ture 
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ture of them, that it. is of little conſequence, whe. 
ther they are imported in the goods, or the mate. 
rial; nor do I apprehend any inconvenience from 
their paying the duties entire, whenever they ſhall 
be allowed to come in either manufactured, or to 
de manufactured, without invading the privileges 
of the monopolies; eſpecially as the mines of Li- 
nares and Banos yield us a ſufficient quantity for 
our own conſumption, and a very little tin oar 
will ſupply alſo the wants of the manufactories. 
Befides we can avail ourſelves of the very fine tin 
oar,which the mines of Monterry in Galicia yield; 
nor can I diſcover the policy of our prohibiting 
the ly of them, while we ſee the large ſums, 


foreigners draw out of Spain, in return for the tin | 


they leave us in paſte, or in the manufacture. 

| Though the great importance of encouraging 
the importation of utenſils employed in the ma- 
nufactures of filk, wool, &c. eſpecially, looms, 
handmills, preſſes, combs, ſteel cards, ſhears, &c, 
be evident at fight, it will be {till more clearly 


apprehended from this piece of information, that | 
England prohibits the exportation of them under 

pain of death, and the ſame is done in other coun- | 
tries, but not with ſo rigorous a ſanction. Their 
aim is, that other nations may not have plenty of 
them, or an opportunity of detecting the art, and 
imitating the curious workmanſhip, which theirs 
have. This convinces me, that we ought to fa- | 
cilitate the introduction of them into Spain, and | 
to this end reduce the duty upon them to one per | 
cent; nay, we might recommend their coming in 
free, fave only the payment of a trifling acknow- | 


ledg gement to his majeſty, 
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in the ſame claſs, and under a like regulation 
| with this ſort of utenſils, one is to place the 
| moulds, that are uſed in founding letters for 
| printing, upon account of the great advantage 


we may derive from improving and cheriſhing 


this craft, 

It has been experienced in France and other 
parts, that flax is much improved in their re- 
ſpective countries by fetching the ſeed from more 
northern climates, and particularly from Cour- 
land. And in conſideration, that the ſame acci- 


dent muſt needs befal Spain, where it is conve- 


nient to enlarge the cultivation, and improve it, 

as much as poſſible, it will be alſo prudent, to 

let flax and hemp ſeed be imported without pay- 
ing a higher duty than one per cent. 

As to woods, it ſeems as if the growth of Spain, 
and the many curious ſorts, that come from our 
ladies, would ſuffice, and that we need not be o- 
bliged to foreigners for the commodity, and there- 
fore it ought to pay the duties entire. However, 


may be uſeful to our manufactures, theſe ought 


to have leave to be imported, paying only two 
and a half per cent, 


ar from being ſufficient for its vaſt conſumption 
of it; and as the yellow is to be conſidered as a 
material ! in ſome ſort, on account of the great 
profit it leaves, where it ſhall be blanched, our 
buſineſs is to allow the im portation of the yellow, 
charged only with the duty of five per cent. The 
reaſon I do not propole as before, that of two and 
t half per cent is, both becauſe there is not as 


its 


ſhould it prove, that we want any of theirs, which 


The wax, that is collected in this kingdom, is 


nuch difference in value between the material and 


192 The THEORY and PRACTICE 


its manufacture, as in the other articles; and in 
order to give allo an advantage to the Spaniſh far. 
mers and peaſants, though they cannot furniſh a 
ſufficient quantity for the conſumption of this 
kingdom, and what is ſhipped for the Indies. Ag 
to white wax, I refer to what has been already 
faid elſewhere. | 

In the 824 chapter I aſſign the reaſons, that 
oblige us to prohibit the introduction of wigs, or 
perukes, and to allow the hair, they are made 


of, to be imported; and it ſhould be allowed up- 


on paying a duty, that is neither too high, nor too 
low. As the price of it 1s no leſs various, than 
its goodneſs and colour, and it muſt be a diffi- 
culty to ſet a value upon each ſort in the cuſtom 
houſe, it will be beſt to range it under two claſ- 


Jes, ordering, that a pound of grey or fair hair | 
for wigs pay at entry 200 maravedis vellon for 


the whole duties; and the ſame weight of brown 


or black but a moiety of it. Let permiſſion alſo | 


be granted to export both ſorts, upon payment of 
the ſame duty; for if it ſhould be ſent abroad, it 
will be no doubt under a paſs, as an import from 
other countries, fince the hair, that can be col- 
lected in Spain proper for this uſe, muſt not be 


ſufficient for a fourth part of its own conſump- 


tion. 


As it is certain that our paper mills do by no 
means work up all the rags, there are in Spain, 


and that vaſt quantities of them are exported, i 


will ſeem unſeaſonable to propoſe at this time, | 
that we encourage the importation of this com- 
modity, allowing it to come in under the low 
duty of two and a half per cent. But in my ap- 


Prehenſion, while we are ſettling good rules, or 
1 agree ing 
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agreeing upon a tarif, we are not barely to make 
roviſion for what is actually the caſe at preſent, 
but ought alſo to prepare for all future contingen- 
ces, that with any probability one can expect or 
miſtruſt ; and it may happen, that after working 
up all the rags to be got in Spain, we may ſtand 
in need of a ſupply from abroad for our paper 
manufactories. - +16 this Wen p I think 
it not amiſs for it to be declared and eſtabliſhed 
as 4 law, that from this time they may be im- 
ported into Spain, paying for all the duties the 
faid two and a half per cent, whether they he of 
flax or hemp. „ | 
Leather is alſo ranked in the number of mate- 
rials; and notwithſtanding there does not appear 
any neceſſity to encourage the importation of it by 
a low duty, conſidering, that we are ſupplied 
with a great quantity of it, and very good in its 
kind, both from Spain and our Indies, I refer 
myſelf on this intereſting article to what has been 
faid in the 89 and got chapters. 8 
Though Spain does not produce, or has not 
yet turned her thoughts to the cultivation of pep- 
per, cloves, nutmegs, cinnamon, and other ſpi- 
cery, I apprehend we have little temptation to 
encourage an importation of this commodity, and 
that the many motives, which have been already 
mentioned in the 84% chapter, rather ſhould in- 
cline us to diſcourage it. So that I ſhall here con- 
tent myſelf with i Kg obſervation, that as moſt 
of theſe ſpices are injurious to health, they are 
commodities no ways advantageous to human 
life, and therefore we have in Spain every thing 
neceſſary to make it comfortable. But if it be 
thought proper to allow of any ſupplies of ſpicery 
r . 
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from abroad, it may be reckoned in the number 
of luxuries or ſuperfluities mentioned in the be. 
ginning of this chapter, or ſerve to enable us te 
anſwer the demands for ſome of theſe comme. 
dities in that vaſt empire of the Indies. 


CHAP X00 - 
A reform of the duties upon grain, wine, Brandis, 
_ oyls, ſaffron, pulſe, raiſins, figs, and other fruits, 
as well exported as imported. Some particular 


regulations in favour of our trade in theſe con. 
modi ties. 


UTIES upon the exportation or importe- 
tion of this claſs of eatables, ought to be 
proportioned and ſettled by rules very different 


from the plan propoſed for manufactures and ma- 


terials imported and exported, In the article of 
proviſion, it is not our duty to encourage an ex- 
Portation uniformly, and at all times, as we ought 
to do in the cafe of manufactures, but only in 
years of plenty, and even then under certain re- 
ſtrictions, regulating the duties upon them, ac- 
cording as foreigners are under more or leſs ne- 


ceſſity to have any of theſe things, than we our- | 


ſelves are obliged to diſpoſe of them abroad, To 
determine the duty upon ſuch imports, we are 
alſo to conſider the degree of neceſſity we are un- 
der of being ſupplied with any fort of theſe pro- 


viſions from abroad, and ſome other points, that 


ſhall be explained hereafter, always taking along 


with us, that even theſe rules and diſpoſitions, i 
let them be ſettled with the utmoſt care and de- 
liberation, cannot be permanent and unalterable. 


In certain articles — are ſo — and liable 
* to 
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to change, that accidents uſually happen, I will 
not ſay, every year, but even ſometimes within 
the ſpace of one month, that oblige us to vary 
them, and in ſuch extremes, that there are fre- 
quent emergencies, which make it proper to ad- 
| vance, reduce, and take off the duties entirely, 
| and as frequently juſtifiable motives to ſtop the 
| exportation or importation by abſolute and rigor- 
| ous prohibitions. An inſtance of this I ſaw in the 
| article of grain ſome years ago: For, as the laws 

of the kingdom reſtrain the importation of grain, 
| leaſt it be a detriment to the Spaniſh farmer, and 
for other reaſons, that ſhall be given, it was 


allowable, in the year 1723, to import it; and for 


a greater encouragement, his majeſty ordered it 
to be done free of all duty, becauſe it was at that 
time ſeaſonable, and intended to relieve the diſ- 
treſſes of the Andaluſias, and other parts of the 
kingdom. Upon other occaſions; nay preſently 
after, leave has been granted with the conſent 
of the council of Caſtile, to Andaluſia, Eſtrema- 
dura, and Old Caſtile to export it, paying the du- 
ties, that are chargeable in ſuch caſes; the ports 
or places, where it is to be ſhipped, having been 
directed by the governor of the council of the re- 
venue, and proper precautions taken againſt frauds, 
and for collecting the king's duty, in order to ad- 
miniſter ſome relief to the farmer, who by not 


bürſe his charges, was under an inability to raiſe 
the king's taxes, pay his private debts, and culti- 
vate his farm again; a circumſtance, that threat- 


duced the value, and deprived him of a reaſon- 
O 2 able 
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having a market for his grain, that would reim- 


ened a ſcarcity, or famine, the enſuing years, and 
ariſing purely from that very plenty, which re- 
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able price for his commodity. This fell out more 
remarkably in Eſtremadura, Salamanca, and 
other provinces of old Caſtile, where the Price was 
ſo exceſſively reduced, that a buſhel. of wheat 
would not ſell for dre reals vellon, and a buſhel 
of barley ſcarcely for more than two, at leaſt in 
ſome diſtricts, But though an exportation was at 
that time ſeaſonable and encouraged, it is now 
prohibited every where, for reaſons that are the re- 
verſe, and demand it to be fo at preſent. In or- 
der to ſhew, that a like variety and fluctuation is 
experienced 1n other countries, I ſhall obſerve, 
that a very cxtraordinary meaſure 1 1s employed in 
England, and which at firſt fight appears ſome- 
what ſtrange, as J hinted in the 28 chapter; for 
they not only give leave to export grain 1n times 
of plenty, free. of every tax, but a bounty of two 
reals and a half plate is paid out of the treaſury 
upon every buſhel of wheat ſent abroad, at ſuch 
times as the price of it does not exceed a certain 
reaſonable ſum; that prince and his parliament | 
apprehending, that this ſame liberty and encou- 
raging bounty i is the very thing, that ſecures plenty 
to that kingdom for the enſuing years; and they 
ſupport their policy both with arguments, that 
in all appearance are very well grounded, and 
with a repeated experience of having never felt 
a famine in that country for many years, ever 
fince this law was firſt enacted, though it ſeem 
very ſtrange and oppoſite to the conduct of other 
ſtates. 

Notwithſtanding this example, and others, 1 
might produce, I will not preſume to decide po- 
ſitively in this point, which I reckon one of the 


moſt weighty and delicate in civil polity, and in 
which 
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which we are ſo much the more aſſured of a pru- 
dent deciſion, as it depends upon the mature de- 
liberation and ſagacious judgment of the council 
of Caſtile, to whoſe penetration is referred the in- 
quiry and direction of this intereſting affair; and 
in which it behoves them never to loſe ſight of a 
charge, which his majeſty gave on this head in 
his inſtructions to the intendants, and of which 
notice has already been taken, in the 480 chapter, 
as alſo of what 1s preſcribed law 29. tit. 18. lib. 8. 
which. may be ſummed up in this, that when- 
ever his majeſty ſhall grant a licenſe to export 
grain, it is to be underſtood, that a previous in- 
quiry be made, how much will be neceſſary for 
every one of the towns, from whence the expor- 
tation is allowed, in order to leave them a ſuffi- 
ciency for the conſumption of that year, and ſeed 
for the next ſeaſon. To this I can only ſubjoin a 
fingle obſervation, that, as there is almoſt a con- 
ſtant ſcarcity of grain in Guipuzcoa and Bizcaya, 
and his majeſty's intention 1s, that the provinces 
upon the continent of Spain mutually ſuccour each 
other, there does not ſeem a poſſibility of any in- 
convenience, if a licenſe were granted to tranſport 
annually a certain quantity of grain into Cantabria 
out of the diſtrict of Burgos, and other parts of 
Spain, and free of all duties, with a paſſport, and 
other precautions cuſtomary in like caſes, By 
ſuch a meaſure thoſe provinces would not only be 
lure of finding the relief they deſerve, but it would 
be a means to prevent the extraction of large 
ſums of money, they are uſually drained of, to 
pay for the grain, which they purchaſe in France, 
England, and other northern countries, 5 

F n 51. 
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It ſeems alſo as little liable to objections, that 
a certain quantity of grain be permitted to go out 
of Caſtile and Aragon, exempt from duty, into 
Navarre, at ſuch times, as there ſhall be a ne- 
ceſſity for it, which are not very frequent; fot 
in general they have good harveſts; and as the 
plenty of this province enables it alſo ſometimes 
to relieve a ſcarcity in Aragon and Caſtile, which 
border upon it, as was really the caſe ſome years 
in the late war, it would be as little inconvenient 
to let grain be tranſported from Navarre into Caſ- 
tile and Aragon, under a like immunity. in all 


the other provinces and kingdoms of Spain, there i 


is, I think, a free paſlage and traffick in grain, in 
order that they might mutually aſſiſt each other, 
both becauſe his majeſty iſſued out a general or- 
der for that purpoſe, and the people actually re- 
ceive that benefit and relief from each other, ſome 
obtaining it by ſelling what they have more than 
they can expend themſelves, and cannot preſerve, 
as it is uſually the cate (particularly in the Anda- 
luſias and the kingdom of Murcia in plentiful 
years) and the reſt by receiving the ſupplies, that 
are neceſſary to relieve their wants and ſcarcity, 
an evil, that generally prevails in the kingdom of 
Valencia, and the principality of Catalonia, For 
though their harveſts ſucceed, they are ſeldom, 
if ever, ſufficient to ſupply the conſumption of 
their inbabitants. For this reaſon it will be alſo 
proper, beſides indulging the provinces with the 
faid liberty of adminiſtering mutual relief to each 
other upon the continent (for it ſeems to be meant 
only by land) to give a licenſe to export grain opt 
of Andaluſia and Murcia for the kingdom of Va- 
lencia and the principality of Catalonia, * 

eing 
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being ſubject to any duty, either outwards or in- 
| wards; baving firſt obtained an order from the 
| council of Caſtile, This meaſure is only calcu- 
| Hated for ſuch times, and to be under ſuch limi- 
tations, as the ſaid council ſhall judge expedient. 
In reſpect to dry pulſe imported or exported, we 
muſt I think, be determined by the times and 
ſeaſons, and take our meaſures accordingly, with 
an eye to the circumſtances of grain. For if there 
be a ſcarcity of this commodity, it will be proper 
to reſtrain the exportation of the ſaid pulſe, that 
it may help to ſupply the deficiency of corn; but 
eſpecially to lay an embargo upon rice, of which 
there is great plenty in the kingdom of Valencia; 


and only allow it to be ſold to Caſtile and other 


inland provinces. But provided there be no con- 
ſiderable ſcarcity of grain, pulſe may then have 
leave to be imported or exported, W with 
the preſent duties. 

That it may be ſeen of what great concern the 
intereſting affair of agriculture has been both to 
our monarchs, and the kingdom itſelf, I have 


thought pr proper to inſert here the 830 ariel un- 


der the fifth head of covenants made between his 
majeſty and the kingdom, July 18, 1650, at the 
time of granting a ſuſpenſion of the ſubſidy of the 
24 millones, as follows. 

r Having found by experience the many evils 
* and inconveniencies, which reſult from the 
* umportation of foreign wheat, barley, and rye 
* into this kingdom, to the prejudice of its in- 
* habitants, and of the proſperity and preſerva- 
« tion of this monarchy, on account of its being 
a detrunent to health, and an occaſion to the 

* Plague, becauſe what they bring is in general 


O 4 « very 
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« very much damaged; and as by this means 
te they have extracted, and do extract very large 
« ſums of money in gold and ſilver, and there 
& has been, and is an utter deſtruction of huſhan- 
% dry in this kingdom, which is the main con- 
ce cern and ſupport of it, and the lands lye un- 
tc cultivated, and the churches and convents loſe 
*© their tithes, and private perſons the rents they 
© uſed to have in corn, and are liable to this mis- 
“fortune, that in times of neceſſity, if foreign 


countries ſhall not think fit to ſupply us with 


* wheat, this kingdom would be ruined; and 
*© in order to prevent the aforeſaid, and many 
* other inconveniencies, that are very evident, 
* it is ſtipulated, that his majeſty order, that no 
* wheat, barley, or rye come into theſe king- 
** doms by fea from foreign countries, in order 
* that huſbandry may be reſtored to its former 
« ſtate, and in the years we have a middling 
© harveſt, there may be a ſurplus of wheat, that 
* ſhall ſuffice to ſupply the wants, we may ſut- 
6 fer in years of ſcarcity, without being obliged 
« to fetch it by ſea; fince it is not reaſonable, 
ce that, when there is wheat in this kingdom at 
e a moderate price, we ſhould ſuffer it to be im- 


ported from abroad, to clog the ſale of that off 
* the natives, deſtroy our own tillage, and en- 


te rich the enemies of this crown, that drain us 
ce of our money; and if at any time there ſhall 
* be a want of wheat, barley, or rye, which can- 


* not be ſupplied at a reaſonable price by any 


* other province in this kingdom, that in ſuch 
* caſe (and the province, which ſhall labour un- 
*« der the ſaid difficuly, ſhall apply for it) his ma- 
*« jeſty will be pleaſed to grant a licenſe, that for 
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« a limited time, and in ſuch places as there ſhall 
„ be a want of it, there may be imported the 
« {aid wheat, barley, and rye by ſea, and in no 
« other manner, excepting that nothing contain- 
« ed in this covenant be underſtood to extend to 
« the kingdom of Murcia, Galicia, the Aſturias, 
« Biſcaya, Guipuzcoa and Alaba ; thus theſe king- 
« doms recovering by this means the riches and 
« wealth, which they formerly enjoyed, there 
« will be a revival of their ancient trade in all 
e other ſorts of merchandiſe, and the revenues 
« of the ports and cuſtom houſes flouriſh as for- 
« merly.” 

Though the l of exporting and importing 
wines, be not of equal conſequence with that of 
grain, it alſo claims our attention upon account 
of the great obligation we are under to cheriſh 
and preſerve the trade, and enlarge our planta- 
tions. For beſides the advantage of providing a 
reaſonable quantity for the conſumption of na- 
tives, 1t is notorious, there are numbers, that are 
ſupported by the cultivation, and the traffick of 
this commodity, eſpecially in the ſouthern -pro- 
vinces, and above all at Malaga and the adjacent 
parts, whence they export wines annually to the 
value of a million and a half of crowns at leaſt ; 
5 a great number of ſhips from England, Hol- 
land, Hamburgh, and other parts arrive at that 
port, to ſhip both theſe commodities ; which fine 
market, and the profits accruing to the inhabi- 
tants, beſides a benefit to the king's revenue, has 
given riſe to the great increaſe, that has been made 
to thoſe vineyards, within the laſt 2 5 Or 30 years. 
For I have been aſſured by a perſon of credit, and 
#ho has been an eye witneſs of the fact, that fince 


their 
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their wines have been in great eſteem, and finde 
vent in the north, and they have diſcovered, tha MW x 
the mountains and high grounds thereabouts are Ml {| 
beſt for planting of vines, they have converted p 
them to vineyards to the vaſt extent of ſix leagues Ml ir 
long, and five and a half broad, which contain; Ml Þ 
33 leagues ſquare, in lieu of a league and a half Ml 
or two leagues ſquare, which they ſcarce extend. Nut 
ed formerly in the plain, and which is now turn. d 
ed into corn land. This inſtance is alſo a confir. Ml ſe 
mation of the maxim advanced in another part of WM tc 
this treatiſe, that the more we facilitate the vent Ml 
and exportation of any fruits or manufacture, ſo WW to 
much the more we inſure the cultivation and en- MW w 
largement of them in thoſe places, from whence ¶ ob 
they are exported. To this great end contributes Ml ot 
alſo very much the goodneſs of the wines, fair MW nc 
and open trading, and preventing them from uſing Nur 
artifice and ſpoiling them, as they do in ſome MM w. 
parts in order to make an increaſe to the prejudice ¶ an 
of the quality, whence uſually reſults a falling of N thi 
and ruin of the trade; for the buyer diſguſted and WW ho 
tired out, ſupplies himſelf elſewhere, and theſe MW in 
other places by this means, both enlarge their Nef 
traffick, and plantations, and when they have once W po 
made commerce take root by a ſeries of honek ¶ ou 
and faithful dealings, ſhe very ſeldom moves, a3Wab! 
it has happened, and I have obſerved in ſome parts Wrea 
of Italy, who have diſappointed their trade, and ma 
and made it impracticable to vend this commo-Mlhe 
dity, by making uſe of illicite means to increaſeſ | 
their profits. Theſe and other conſiderations con- 
vince, that particular care ſhould be taken that 
wines, and all fruits be net, genuine, and fairly 


traded, in order to preſerve commerce, and {+ 
cure 
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cute the advantages of a good market for them. 
And as wine is a commodity very neceſſary in 
the northern climates, where their lands do not 
roduce it, it is abſolutely neceſſary for them to 
| import it (as they now do) from Spain, Portugal, 
France, Italy, the Canaries, Hungary, the Rhine, 
and the Moſelle, and it is only exceſſive duties, or 
unfair dealing, that can induce them not to pur- 
chaſe it in any particular place, and ſupply them- 
ſelves elſewhere, there does not ſeem any neceſſity 
boo reduce the preſent duties upon exportation of 
Lines, in order to encourage it, nor is it ſeaſonable 
to advance them in order to diſcourage it, ſince 
we have great quantities more than we conſume 


e ourſelves, and it might occaſion their going to an- 
other market; to which may be added, that it is 
r not of the nature of materials, which being worked 
2 W up, yield a much ſuperior intereſt to other nations, 
e when they import them into their own country; 
e Wand I have as little ſcruple in charging upon 
l them the whole duty eſtabliſhed in the cuſtom 


houſes of Spain, and the iſlands of the Canaries ; 
and that the ſame rule be obſerved in the article 
of brandies, larger quantities of which are ex- 
ported fince the monopoly was taken off, becauſe 


able than wine, and by its taking leſs ſtowage 
reaps a conſiderable advantage in freights, as 1s 
manifeſt, and has been explained more fully in 
be 53% and 54˙ chapters. 
When I propoſe that wines and brandies be 
allowed exportation, upon paying entire the 
eſtabliſned duties, I mean, thoſe that are regular 
and ſtated in the cuſtom houſes, For, as I have 
ken informed, that thoſe, which are impoſed 


our diſtilleries are enlarged, and it is more valu- 


and 
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and charged in the kingdom of Sevil, are 18. Ml ©! 
peated, and have been for ſome years paſt fo ex. Ml * 
ceſſive high, that it has occaſioned a conſiderable Ml f! 
diminution in the vent and exportation of theſe Ml 9! 
liquors to the North, to the great injury of the * 
farmers, and the revenue, it will be very prudent, Ml h 
after due examination, how far they exceed what Ml 
is reaſonable in this caſe, that they be put upon a Ml" 
more moderate footing, or ſome other proviſion IK 
be thought of, that ſhall ſeem juſter and likely to ſt 
remove theſe inconveniencies, eſpecially in a pro- 
vince, that 1s ſo Jarge and plentiful, as that of al 
Sevil, and whoſe main riches conſiſt of vineyards, Et 
So that if theſe ſhould be in a great meaſure dif. bo 
appointed by ſuch a proceeding, the natives would Nef 
be ſufferers, and his majeſty's revenue decay, and fal 
ſuſtain a great Joſs, that is eaſily apprehended, N 
Nor do I think we have cauſe to ſuſpect any want ho 
or ſcarcity of wines, that is worth notice, in that I. 
or any other part of Spain, from encouraging the the 
exportation of them by a reduction of the duties, Ge 
where it ſhall be convenient; for our great plenty M* 
will always leave us enough for our own neceſſary WY 
ſupport, and the worſt that can poſſibly happen le 
is, that we ſhould be obliged to mix a little more M'% 
| water with our wine, a thing that I ſhould eſteem M 
| rather beneficial than noxious, and conſequently M's 
we ought to reckon it a piece of good oeconomy, 
and not an evil ariſing from ſcarcity. I am cer-M*1 
tain, that though the nation be no way inclinable| 
to drinking, and rather abhors the vice, as one 
of the filthieſt and moſt diſhonourable, very in- 
jurious both to body and mind, there are many Fit 
3 that deſtroy their health, and ſometimes their] anc 
lives by drinking pure wine, though it be at meals} 
— andi 
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and without ever being able to deny themſelves; 
as the ſtrength of Spaniſh wines conſpiring with 
the heat of the climate uſually goes on firing, and 
gradually corrupting the blood. But I have ne- 
ver yet heard of any perſon, that loſt his life, or 

burt his conſtitution - by having drank it mixed 

with a good deal of water; nay, it is a prevailing 

notion, that were there fewer vineyards in theſe 

kingdoms, there would be more health and 

ſtrength in the men; and we ſee a good proof of 
i in the ſtrength and good plight of the Africans 
al along the vaſt coaſt of Barbary, and the very 
Europeans and Aſiatics of the Ottoman empire, 
both of which drink very little wine or brandy, 
eſpecially the Mahometans, whoſe profeſſion or 
falſe religion denies them the uſe of it. And if 
we. paſs from thoſe climates, for the moſt part 
hot and burning, to the cold northern regions, 
though included within the temperate zone of 
the northern hemiſphere, I mean, England, Flan- 
ders, Holland, Germany, Denmark, and Poland; 
my, moſt part of Norway, Sweden, and Muſ- 
covy, they are alſo found to be well peopled with 
nen and women of a ſtrong make and florid 
re Mcomplexton ; and yet the generality of them drink 
m Weicither wine nor brandy, moſt of their liquor be- 
ly nz a very ſmall beer, water boiled along with 
5j bme grain, and other ingredients; but in ſo ſmall 
r- Miquantity in proportion to the water, that an 
Je aumbre, or three pints of that liquor, which the 
neMfoerality of the inhabitants have for their drink, 
n- not as ſtrong as the ſame quantity of water 
ny Wh a mixture of an eight part of our wine, 
er nd notwithſtanding there be in the ſaid northern 
ions a great conſumption of our wines, thoſe 
= | of 
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of France and other parts, it is alſo certain, that 
people of fortune only drink them, and the bran. t. 
dies; as for the reſt (which are molt numerous; n t! 
all countries) they are not able to purchaſe them o 
at the high price they are ſold at, owing to the n 
charge and riſk of importation, together with the p 
exceffive duties laid upon them in almoſt all thok WM at 
countries, but eſpecially in England, where they b 
amount to cent. per cent. ad valorem, a little mote I fi 
or leſs. It is however true, that in England, t 
Flanders, and Holland they brew a beer of : 
ſtronger body, than what J have been ſpeaking Ml E 
of; but as this is alſo much more chargeable fl 
the generality of the people are as little able to ff t 
come at it, and it is only ſome few perſons, that WI pe 
can afford to drink it. in 
All theſe things convince me, that it is rathet I an 
our buſineſs to facilitate the exportation of our i 
wines and brandies, by means of proportional * 
duties, than to detain them for our own con- n 
fumption by exceſſive impofitions. at 
The duty upon wines in Aragon might alſo vl 
admit of ſome reduction. As there is great plenty le 
of wines in moſt parts of the province, and not ti 
a ſufficient call for them out of it, both on ac- fee 
count of its diſtance from a ſea port, and their ar 
having alſo numerous vineyards in the neigh- fi 
bouring provinces of Navarre, Caſtile, Catalonia, 


and Valencia, it would be a very ſeaſonable rele" 
to the inhabitants of Aragon, and an advantage e 
to the royal revenue, were they allowed to tran bre 
ſport their wines into France, chargeable with n0 lty 
hizher duty than two and a half per cent. Tü bor 
fame advantages would alſo ariſe from extendinWy 
It to brandies, that ſhall be diſtilled in 1 ent! 


The 
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The fame reaſons invite us to eſtabliſh a like 
tarif for Eſtremadura, Salamanca, Zamora, and 
their. diſtricts, that has been propoſed in favour 
of Aragon; allowing thoſe three provinces to 
tranſport their wines and brandies into Portugal, 
paying only two and a half per cent. fince they 
are not prohibited in that kingdom. But It will 

| be proper, that all the wines coming from Por- 
tugal into Spain pay entirely the duties laid upon 

them, and which ought to be twelve per cent. 
Out of Galicia wines are alſo exported for 

England and other parts, and I have been aſſured, 
that it would be in greater quantities, and that 
their vineyards would be enlarged, were this ex- 
portation ſolely in the breaſt of the natives, as it is 

in all the other provinces of Spain. For as an 

ancient cuſtom or uſage ſtill prevails there, they 
cannot do it without expreſs leave from the go- 
rernors and captains general, who, to exert their 
authority, are uſed ſometimes to refule it, and 
at other times to create delays ; beſides the great 
oſs of time to the proprietors, while they are ſol- 
citing theſe licences, which are difpatched in 
their ſecretary's office, upon payment of certain 
fees, though ſmall. And as no particular reaſon 
an be affigned, why the farmers and traders of 
that kingdom ſhould undergo this ſubjection and 

Aladvantage, and be deprived of the liberty, 

wich all the other provinces of Spain enjoy, I 

eem it very beneficial to trade, and for the in- 

teſt of the natives, that this oppreſſive forma- 
ty be taken away, and they be allowed to ex- 
port their wines and brandies by ſea or land, to 

a part that ſhall be convenient, upon paying 

entire the eſtabliſhed duties, as it is done in all 
3 other 
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other parts of the continent of Spain, from which 
will alſo reſult plenty to that kingdom, and an 
augmentation of their vineyards, as it has hap. 
pened in the parts adjoining to Malaga, 

As to anniſeed, cordial, and other ſtrong and 
compound waters, there is no need of ſaying any 
thing 1n regard to the duties to be laid upon them, 
or the manner of importing and exporting them; 
for I perſiſt in the opinion, that it is beſt to pro- 
hibit the diſtilling, introduction and uſe of them 
for the good reaſons I ſuggeſted in the 54 chap- 
ter. 

| Notwithſtanding there be a ſmall quantity of 
French and Italian wines imported into Spain, 
which ſerve only to gratify the palate of certain 
foreigners, and others, that have been long uſed to 


drink them abroad, it ſeems of trifling conſe- 


quence, whether they be imported or not, and 


therefore we may give leave to bring. them in, 


upon paying the duties entire, without breaking 
in upon the privilege, which ſome cities and 
towns poſſeſs, of excluding all foreign wines, even 
though they be Spaniſh, till they have conſumed 
thoſe of their own growth. 


In the article of oils the ſame regulation ſeems | 


to be very proper, that is propoſed in the caſe of 


wines, allowing the exportation of them, upon 
paying the duties entire, except in years of great 


ſcarcity, when his mage e the advice of the 
council of Caſtile, ſhall think it convenient to 


prohibit an exportation to foreign parts. In years 
of plenty they might alſo be allowed to go out 


of Aragon into France, under the moderate duty 
of two and a half per cent. for the very ſame 


reaſons I gave in reſpect to their wines. Nut 4 
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find any objection, that deſerves notice, to the 
introduction of foreign oils into Spain, as the 
quantity is very trifling; inſomuch, that they 
neither can prejudice our farmers, nor are we un- 
der a neceſſity of encouraging the importation of 
them, Thus they ought to be charged the du- 
ties entire, whenever any of them are brought 
In. 

As to raiſins, figs, almonds, olives, nuts, filberts, 
oranges, lemons, and other fruits, whether they 
be freſh or dried, there does not appear any rea- 
ſon to make an alteration, and they may be either 
imported or exported upon paying the duties en- 
tire; being ſenſible, that more of theſe commo- 
dities will be exported out of Spain, than im- 
ported into it, both on account of the plenty we 
| have of them, and becauſe moſt of them not 
being the growth of the northern countries, they 
are ſupplied from the ſouthern climates, and eſpe- 
cally Spain, Italy, Provence, and Languedoc. 

As little am I able to detect any inconvenience 
rom allowing both the exportation and impor- 
tation of ſaffron, of which we have great plenty, 
in caſe it pay the eſtabliſhed duties entire; with 
this general proviſion, that whenever any of the 
above mentioned fruits ſhall be ſhipped for his 
majeſty's Indies, they be charged no other duty, ö 
at than the indulto upon the flotas and galeons. 9 

As there ſtill remains ſeveral other eatables, | 


© which I am to treat of, and give my thoughts 1 
5 uh reſpect to their importation and exportation, 9 
hut 


refer the conſideration of them to the three 4 
flowing chapters, 


Vor, II. P - CHAP. 
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Upon the exportation, importation, and traffick of 
horſes, mares, colts, he and ſhe mules, beeves and 


5 ſheep, fleſhmeat, cheeſe, butter, tea, coffee, &c, 


Otwithſtanding what regards the impor. 
tation and exportation of horſes, mares, 
colts, ſhe mules, young mules, and other ſpecies 
of horſes, ought not to have come into the liſt 
of proviſions, I cannot forbear touching upon this 
point here, as it is only to obſerve, that though 


ſome regulations might be offered in reſpect to 
the importation and exportation of them, that 


would be a means to increaſe and 1mprove the 


breed of horſes and mules, and a traffick in them | 
to the advantage of the kingdom 1n general, and | 


ſuch diſpoſitions made, as might enable us to re- 


mount his majeſty's cavalry in time of war, I | 


ſhall however reſerve it for another ſeaſon, when 
I can do it more at leiſure, and with all the deli- 


beration ſo delicate and important a propoſition | 


requires, eſpecially as there are ſeveral laws of the 


kingdom, and other ordinances, that give di- 
rections about it. In the mean time I ſhall only 
ſay, that the main policy for enlarging the breed 
of horſes in Spain, and procuring numbers of 
them, both in time of peace and war, depends 


upon allowing the exportation of them under 


certain reſtrictions, upon the very ſame principles, | 


which I laid down in the 37 chapter, for en- 
larging the manufacture of arms, and ſecuring 


proper ſupplies of them in theſe kingdoms, to 


which I refer. 
. Several 
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Several lawys have been alſo enacted, prohibit- 
ing the exportation of beeves, ſheep, &c. as alſo 
of fleſhmeat, whether ſalted or freſh; nor do I 
find any conſiderable objection to it, as far as 

commerce is concerned (allowing the immuni- 
ties I ſhall hereafter explain more at large) as 
they are regulations neceſſary for the ſupport of 
our own inhabitants; provided, that the tranſport 
of herds, flocks, and carcaſes, from one province 
to another within Spain, be quite free, and from 
its principal cuſtom houſes. There appears alſo 

25 little difficulty to conſent, that the paſſage and 

traffick of them be current, and exempt from 

all duties, from both the Caſtiles and Aragon to 

Navarre and Cantabria; and from Navarre and 

Cantabria to both the Caſtiles and Aragon, at leaſt 

for bee ves, ſheep, and hogs, both becauſe there is 

no danger of their paſſing by that channel into 

France, where they do not want them, having 

great plenty of herds and flocks; as becauſe in 

Cantabria and Navarre they would not then ſeek 

for ſupplies in France, as they often do, this be- 

ing another occaſion to draw money out of 
ain. . = 

From Ireland, Flanders, Holland, and other 

d Woorthern countries uſually come into this kingdom 

jf Wilt beef, bacon, cheeſe, butter, and beer; and 

1; Wivough moſt of theſe proviſions are intended for 

er Wie ſhipping, eſpecially the ſalt beef, upon ac- 

count of its goodneſs, and their excellent way of 

uring it, ſo that it will keep for a long time, I 

o not imagine, we are under fo great a want of 

hem, that we need encourage the importation by 

ulpenſing with the duties; nor can the quantity, 
eit is but ſmall, cauſe any conſiderable injury to 

P 2 ttrache, 
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trade, to require us to prohibit its coming in. 
For theſe reaſons let them be imported, paying 
entire the duties, that ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 

I have been informed, that ſome beeves and 
hogs go alſo from Eſtremadura and Galicia into 
Portugal, paying the duties required; nor do! 
apprehend any inconvenience from continuing 
this cuſtom, or permiſſion, in caſe the ſaid duties 
be charged entire, confidering the abundance of 

all ſorts of cattle in that province, which are ſo 
numerous, that they can reap the benefit of an 
exportation, and ſupply their own conſumption 
at a moderate price, ſelling, for inſtance, a pound 
of beef, containing feventeen ounces, for three 
half. pence, or two pence, and mutton and pork 
in proportion, befides conſiderable quantities of 
all the three forts, that are fold for the conſump. 
tion of Madrid, and other parts of Caſtile, where 
fleſhmeat would be alſo very cheap, if the royal 
and municipal duties charged upon it were not 
ſo exceſſive. 1 | 

Some years ago was alſo introduced into theſe | 
kingdoms tea and coffee; but it is not to be appre- | 
hended, the conſumption of them will arrive here 
to the pitch, it has already done in France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, and other parts of the North, 
where is expended a vaſt quantity of theſe com- 
modities, by their extracting a liquor from it to 
ſupply in ſome meaſure the want of wine, and 
correct the heavineſs of their beer. Though this 
liquor is by no means neceſſary, it is not eſteemed 

injur ious to health, if it be taken with moderation. 
For theſe reaſons J have not any objection to 
their being imported, in caſe they pay entirely} 
the 14 per cent, chargeable to the duty of the 
| Diezmos 
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Diezmos and Cientos, the impoſt of the Milliones 
being not laid upon either of theſe commodities; 
jt being underſtood, that it continue, till we have 
duely conſidered and reſolved, whether it will be 


more convenient to monopolize it in the ſhape, 


and under the direction of the very ſame mi- 
niſters and farmers, that tobacco is, in order to 
prevent a multiplicity of guards, and other of- 
ficers, that uſually ſerve but to increaſe the charge 
and vexations of the taxes. 


As to ſpicery and fiſh I have already obſerved, 


what occurred to me, in reſpec to theſe articles | 


in the 84 and 87th chapters. 

In regard to ſugars, conſerves, and other con- 
fectionaries, and alſo of the commerce of ſalt, its 
price, &c. theſe (hall be canſidered in the follow- 
ing chapter. 

The importance of recovering the cacao trade 
to the king's ſubjects, for the conſumption both 


of his majeſty's dominions, and other countries, 


deſerves a more particular conſideration, and I 
ſhall offer my thoughts upon it, when I treat of 
the diſpoſitions proper to be made in favour of 
the commerce between Spain and America, 


CHAP. Xciv. 


Great conſumption of ſugar in Spain, Vaſt 


quantities of it imported, Meaſures to revive 
and augment the ſugar works of Granada. 

. The importation of foreign confectionaries to be 
5 and the exportation of our own en- 
..couraged, Several other regulations, 


J Otwithſtanding it be very well known, that 
V there is a great conſumption of * in 


— Spain, 
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Spain, I ſhall mention ſome circumſtances by 
way of illuſtration of this point. The drinking 
of chocolate is grown very general, and a val 
deal of it muſt needs be expended in this kingdom, 
This is plain from the quantity of ' cacao brought 
in and conſumed, amounting to very large ſums of 
money, It is alſo certain, that in drinking chocolate | 
there is uſed as much ſugar as cacao, with ſmall | 
difference. If then the conſumption of cacao be 
great, as no doubt it is, that of ſugar muſt be ſo 
too, even without taking notice of no ſmall | 
quantity expended for other uſes, ſuch as ſugar 
of roſes, biſcuits, compound liquors, conſerves, 
and other confectionaries, and alſo in medicine 
and cookery, ſo much, that one may without dan- 
ger affirm, if there be uſed, for inſtance, 150,000 
arrobs of cacao, there muſt be expended at leaſt 
Zoo, ooo arrobs of ſugar, even independent of 
the many {ſweet meats from Genoa, Portugal, and 
other countries; and as we are ſupplied with moſt | 
of this commodity by foreigners, ever ſince the 
great decay of the ſugar works of Granada, it 
will not be thought ſtrange, that there ſhould go 
out of Spain annually above a million of dollars 
in payment for ſugar, conſerves, and other con- 
fectionaries. 
In this and all other calculations, that are 
formed upon the moſt probable ſuppoſitions, one 
may be over or under: but there can be no doubt 
of what I now advance, that the conſumption of 
ſugars in Spain is very large, that moſt of them 
come from abroad, and that by this means fo- 
reigners drain us alſo of conſiderable ſums of 
money, to the amount of their value, tranſport, 
and profits in trade; a reflection, that is ſufficient 
ws AH 0 
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to awake our attention, and ſet us upon provid- 
ing a ſpeedy remedy. Nor do I find any means 
more natural, expeditious, and effectual, than fa- 
vouring and cheriſhing the ſugar works in the 
kingdom of Granada, now it has pleaſed God to 
make that very fine province of Spain fertile alſo 
in ſugar canes, 

It appears that formerly theſe ſugar works were 
in great reputation at Motril, Adra, Pataura, 
Lobres, Salobrena, Terrox, and Almunecar; and 
that the principal cauſe of their decay was being 
loaded in the year 1650, with the exceſſive and re- 
peated duties of the Alcavala, Cientos, and the 
impoſt of the Millon; inſomuch, that one of the 
covenants ſtipulated between his majeſty and the 
kingdom that year is found to be. 

That every arrob of ſugar, whether manu- 
« factured in this kingdom, or imported from 
« abroad, valued at 62, 58, or 45 reals the arrob, 

* pay nine reals for once; and that the ſame be 
done in reſpect of conſerves imported from 
&« abroad; excepting that there be paid upon 
ce every arrob of double refined loaf, ſingle re- 
« fined, and powdered ſugars, that ſhould be 
« manufactured in the kingdom of Granada, 

e ſeven reals per arrob, 

That an arrob of Muſcavedo ſugars, valued 
* at 31 reals the arrob, pay four reals. 

ce That an arrob of ſkimmings, panelles, and 
« brown ſugars, value from 12 to 18 reals, pay 
te two reals. 

te That an arrob of melaſſes, and treacle, value 
ee ſix reals, pay 24 maravedis; it being farther 
provided by the ſecond article, relating to the 
manner of farmipg and adminiſtring this reve- 
| P 4 nue, 
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nue, that the trader, paying the ſaid duty, and 
the carrier having a certificate of it, ſigned by the 
farmer or adminiſtrator, may freely tranſport and 
vend the ſaid ſugars in any part of the kingdom, 
without any other authority ; and that it be un- 
derſtood alſo of ſuch ſugars, as ſhall be ſhipped 
for a foreign conſumption. Thus, I apprehend, 
the conſurnption reaches only the duty of the 
Millon, but not the cuſtom houſe upon expor- 
tation, as it is another, and a very different 
branch; and I ſhall explain it in this chapter. 
In the firſt article of the ſaid rules for the ma- 
nagement of this revenue, an arrob of double re- 
fined Granada loaf is valued at 62 reals; an ar- 
fob of ſingle refined at 58 reals, and an arrob of 
powdered ſugar at 45 reals. From this pro- 
portion the impoſt of ſeven reals per arrob, upon 
the above three ſorts taken one with another, 
muft amount to 12 per cent. and if we add 
the 14 per cent. of the old Alcavala and Cientos 
nnited, then the duty will exceed 25 per cent, 
and with the Diezmos, which is alfo chargeable, 
| be above 35 per cent. a load, though there be 
really ſome abatement at the time of collecting, 
that is always very heavy, and the clog upon that 
manufacture, which experience has plainly ſhewn 
it to be. Since then it behoves us to go to the 
root of theſe evils, we muſt entirely take off the 
ſaid impoſt of the Millon, which was  eftimated 
In the year 1714, at 12,566,668 maravedis vel- 


lon, or ſomewhat above 2 5,000 dollars. By this 
and ſome other meaſures, that I ſhall propoſe, it 


may be preſumed, that the kingdom will be bene- 


fited by above 800,000 dollars yearly, which will 


be no longer dra yn out by foreigners, as mw f 
5 A theſe 
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theſe ſugar works ſhall be encouraged, and placed 
upon the good footing they ought to be. At 
firſt ſight it ſeems, as if the king's revenue would 
be a ſufferer to the amount of the above 25, ooo 


dollars, and the farmer in poſſeſſion would lay a 


claim to be made amends, as far as this ſum, and 
the revenue be conſidered as worth ſo much the 
leſs, when it comes to be let again; but we ought 


rather to imagine, that his majeſty's revenue will 


not only find this ſum annually made good, but 
eren receive a very conſiderable advance. For, 
as this 800,000 dollars will be detained and cir- 
culate in Spain, that otherwiſe muſt have gone 


abroad, it will be the occaſion of fo many more 


fales of merchandiſe and fruits, as will bring ina 
| greater ſum to the treaſury, and even to the re- 
venue of towns, agreeably to what has been de- 
monſtrated in the chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 
more fully in the 51*, to which I refer, flatter- 
ing myſelf, that every perſon, who has ſtill any 
ſcruple in admitting this propoſition, will find 


ſufficient in the contents of them to give him 


full ſatisfaction, and remove all jealouſy and diſ- 


truſt, Thoſe nations, that beſt underſtand, and 


reap moſt advantage from commerce, are very 
ſenſible of this maxim, as we may eaſily collect 
from the inſtances already produced of their ma- 
nagement in France, England, and Holland; but 
more eſpecially from the ſpeech, which the king of 
England addreſſed to his parliament, October 29, 
1721, to recommend the taking off ſome taxes, 
and a reduction of others, as may be ſeen in the 
ſpeech itſelf inſerted in the 2 8 chapter. 

Sugar manufactured in the ſaid mills pays alſo 
tie Alcavala and Cientos, which for the aforeſaid 


4 — year 
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year 1714, were eſtimated at 6, 283, 344 maravedig 
vellon, which is ſomewhat above 2000 dollars, 
And it is to be feared, if the farmer of theſe re. 


venues come to find this tax diſcharged from the 


impoſt of the Millon, that he would demand en- 
tire the 14 per cent. that is in ſtrictneſs charge. 
able to the Alcavala and Cientos; and this might 
alſo be a very heavy clog upon the manufacture 
and traffick of this commodity. Upon this con- 
ſideration, and upon the very ſame principle, ! 
recommended taking off the impoſt of the Mil- 
lon, it would be very prudent to order alſo, when. 
ever this ſugar ſhall be ſold or bartered for the 
firſt time in the place, where it was manufactured, 
that it be alſo exempt from the duties of the Al- 
cavala and Cientos, and ſubject only to the pay- 
ment of them upon a ſecond ſale in that king- 
dom, or in ſome other province in Spain, pro- 
vided alſo it be underſtood, that nothing is intend- 
ed to the prejudice of a privilege, which the na- 
tives of Motril, and other places of the ſame coaſt 
poſſeſs, of being exempt from the Alcavala upon 
this commodity, though 1t extend not to the 
Cientos, which are univerſally chargeable. 
Though the reaſons already offered be ſufficient 
to warrant theſe two proviſions, without any 
ſuſpicion of leſſening the revenue, I am allo to 
obſerve, that of the Diezmos, paid upon ſugars 
manufaQured in that kingdom, but about half 
belongs to his majeſty. For of the 1000 ar- 
robs, for inſtance, which they may have amounted 
to, ten are appropriated to the archbiſhoprick, at 
the rate of one per cent. upon them, and the 990 
remaining arrobs are equally divided, one moiety 
of which goes to the king's revenue. Hence 8 
| | the 
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the Diezmos have yielded 4000 arrobs, equivalent 


to the forty thouſand, which, it is apprehended, | 
were then ord | in 14 5 mills one year 


with another, 40 of them would belong to the 
archbiſhoprick, and 1980 to his majeſty. The caſe 


has been the ſame in the archbiſhoprick of Gra- 


nada, and other parts of its coaſt, ever ſince they 


were conquered, with an exception only to the 


Tertias, which his majeſty receives in other pla- 
ces, and conſiſt but of two ninths of the amount 
of the tithes. 

Theſe 1980 arrobs, valued at three dollars one 
with another, bring into the treaſury 5940 dol- 
lars; but in caſe there be manufactured in theſe 


ſugar houſes, and others, that would be ſet up, 
to the amount of 300,000 arrobs, as we might 


expect, from the encouragements I recommend, 
the whole Diezmos would then amount to 30,000 
arrobs, of which 14,850 arrobs would belong to 


his majeſty, and at the above mentioned price of 


three dollars would yield 44,550 dollars, that is 
33,610 more than the above 5940, now reckon- 


ed to be the value of the portion of the Diezmos, 


that falls to the ſhare of his majeſty. Inſomuch 


that this ſingle increaſe would be much more, than 
what the duties propoſed to be taken off, as well 
the Millones, as the Alcavala and Cientos upon 
the firſt ſale, now amount to, even though there 
ſhould not in conſequence of this abatement be 


found the other advantages abovementioned, and 


which ſuffice, not only to replace it, but to make 
alſo the augmentations, that have been apprehend: 
ed in favour of the royal and municipal revenues. 
We have as little reaſon to fear being diſap- 
pointed of theſe improvements, from what ſome 


per {ons 
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perſons pretend, that there is a ſcarcity of lands 
fit for ſugar plantations, and who imagine we 
ſhall not find a ſufficient quantity. The ſurvey, 
which the engineer general Don George Prof. 
pero de Verborn made in the year 1723, as well 
of the fituation and quality of the whole coaſt of 
Granada, and the other provinces of Spain, as of 
the temper, number, and condition of the inha- 
bitants, and the ſtate of their manufactories, fruits, 
and commerce, makes it appear, that in the parts 
adjoining to the towns, where. ſugar is manufac. | 
tured, there are many acres of land loſt, and which 
might be recovered without great difficulty, as | 
muſt be acknowledged upon one of the remarks, 
which this moſt uſeful memorial, or narrative 
contains, as follows: 
„The city of Motril is ſituated five leagues 
« from Almunecar, eleven from Granada, and one 
« great league from the river Guadalfea. Upon 
« one of its hills, called Del Toro, there is a | 
« quarry of black and other marble finely veined, 


te out of which are hewn blocks from 20 to 30 


& foot long. On the ſouth fide are plantations 
ce of ſygar canes down to the ſea ſhore, Moi | 
t of the owners of them live at Madrid, or elſe- 
** where out of that diſtrict. The city contains 


et 800 families, and its principal commerce is in 


« ſugars and ſyrups, that are now manufactured 
« in four ſugar works; but the exceſſive duties, 


« they are obliged to pay, have been the cauſe of 


« great decay in this manufacture, and yet the 


ee natives are exempt from the old Alcavala of 


te ten per cent, by à particular grant from the 
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. This city would be one of the beſt upon the 
coaſt, if we repair the great damage done by 


the river, which, notwithſtanding it be very 


broad, might eaſily be turned again into its old 


channel, and the ravages it makes in the time 
of floods be put a ſtop to, having torn away 


part of the plains of Panata, Pataura, and of 
te the city of Motril itſelf, as alſo thoſe of Lobres, 


and Salobrena on the other ſide of the river, to 


the loſs of many Marjals *. With an intent to 


remedy this evil, his majeſty was pleaſed to 
ſend orders to the hall of Granada in the year 
1716, to depute a perſon to make theſe repairs, 
and accordingly the board named an advocate, 


who for want of ſkill, and by an obſtinate at- 


tachment to his own opinion, began the work, 
where he ought to have ended it, and employ- 
ed materials, that were bad, and by no means 
proportioned to the nature and importance of 
the undertaking. The conſequence of which 
was, that a flood coming on, before the work 
was finiſhed, carried away every thing into the 
ſea, that had been done, and by this means was 


thrown away above 30,000 reals, contributed 


by the inhabitants to the ſaid works, and which 
was the occaſion of damages of a worſe kind. 
For on that account the river burſt in upon 


the lands with greater violence, overflowed 
above 6000 Marjals planted with ſugar canes, 
ee beſides the ten thouſand, that were before quite 


deſtroyed, and daily adds to the ravage; for 
the ſmall profits ariſing from the ſugar works 


A Marjal is a certain quantity of land, that nearly anſwers 
to a fanega de ſembradura in Caſtile, i. e. ſo much land as takes 


a buſhel of ſecd to ſow it, 


« have 
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have diſcouraged moſt of the proprietors, and 
diſabled the reſt from undertaking the repair of 
it, though it might be done without any diffi. 
culty by labouring in ſummer and autumn, in 
which ſeaſons the floods and inundations are 
but ſeldom, and by planting groves, as the 
proprietor of the farm of Panata is doing, who 
has already gained upon the river above 400 
Marjals; and it would be {till eaſter to recover 
more, were the river firſt turned into its ori- 
ginal courſe, Sluices might alſo be made, 
where they ſhould be neceſſary, that at the time 


of theſe inundations in ſuch lands, as were found 


to be nearer upon a level with the river, and 
the waters would drain off into their old chan- 
nel, might be overflown and enriched, The 
other proprietors, though they have ſuſtained 


the loſs of many Marjals, entertain no thoughts 


of recovering them for the reaſons already 
given. But there is a perſon, that offers to 
repair this damage at his own charge, in the 
form that ſhall be directed him, on condition 
his majeſty would grant him the lordſhip of 
Pataura, and the property of the overflowed 
lands, in caſe the proprietors will not oblige 


themſelves to bear a charge in proportion to 
their eſtates, and if his majeſty would alſo grant 


him the privilege and licenſe, which others have 
obtained of his royal anceſtors, to cut down 
timber and other wood in the neighbouring 
foreſts, that ſhall be found neceſſary for this 


work, in which the proprietors of the lands 
are much intereſted. 


« In the diſtrict of this city, two leagues diſtant 


from the fea, is a large piece of ruins. It was 
1 _« a ſtone. 


0 


« ſtone bridge, called Belecillos de Benandalla, 
« from the name of a place near it, in the road 
« from this city to Granada, This bridge was 
« carried away by the river 60 years ago, and 
« ever ſince commerce has gradually declin- 
« ed, and is even extinct, from the frequent mis- 
« fortunes that have happened, and ſtill befal 
« thoſe, that have courage enough to ford it, 
« eſpecially in the time of floods. The city is 


« ſald to have made a repreſentation of this af- 


« fair to his majeſty in council, in the year 1703, 
« and that he granted them a penſion of a real 


« upon every arrob of ſugar for the rebuilding of 


« the ſaid bridge, and alſo for the repair of the 
« roads, Which are found to be in a very bad 
condition. This penſion is received yearly; 


« but the evil ſtill exiſts; for nothing of the re- 


« pairs, it was appropriated to, has been done.” 
This narrative ſhews, that, in the diſtri of 
Motril only, lye in ruins 16000 Marjals, to which 
is to be added the number of thoſe, that may 
be lately planted, according to the certain infor- 
mation given me. 
In the memorials, which this general officer 
has alſo formed of the condition of the city of Al- 
munecar, and other towns on that coaſt, men- 
tion is alſo made of like ruin and deſtruction in 
ſereral parts and lands in thoſe diſtricts, that 

might be recovered without any great difficulty. 
TI acknowledge alſo, that the impoſt of the 
millon upon theſe ſugars ſtands charged with 
42, 594 maravedis, and the Alcavalas and Cientos 
with 735,747 maravedis to the penſions, both 
which do not amount to 1600 dollars, and there- 
lore may eaſily be laid upon ſome of the other 
| revenues 
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revenues of the ſame kingdom, where there ſhal! 


be found a ſurplus, without a poſſibility of doing 


- injuſtice to the proprietors; nor can there be any | 
thing ſtrange in ſuch a transfer, as it has been of. 


ten practiſed, and his majeſty did it very lately 
by his royal decree of September 11, 17 17, men- 
tioned in the 52 chapter, on the ſubject of tak- 
ing off the monopoly of brandies, anniſeed and 
cordial waters, and duties upon fiſh, to which | 


refer, as well for what reſpects the ſubſtance of this 
act, as the manner in which the change was made, | 
This proviſion is intended, in caſe it be not ap- | 
prehended for the beſt, to continue charging them 
with the Alcavalas and Cientos on the ſecond and 
all future fales, and make it anſwerable alſo for 
the ſmall penſion of 42, 594 maravedis, which the | 
impoſt of the millon is now charged with, being | 
ſenſible, that if the Alcavala and Cientos upon 
the firſt ſale be taken off, as I propoſe, that in | 
fuch caſe the ſugar works will be fo augmented, 
that the ſecond and future ſales being often re- 
peated will no doubt yield more to the king's re- 
venue, both in, and out of that kingdom, than 
they do now, even when they are chargeable on | 
the firſt ſale. e i | 
The city of Motril, and moſt of the other towns, | 
where theſe ſugar works ſubfiſt, or have been for- 
merly, are fituated, fome upon the very coaſt of | 
Granada, and others near it. And as the pro- 
prietors or merchants, by being upon the coaſt, 
naturally have the convenience of ſhipping ſugars | 
for. Murcia, Valencia, and Catalonia, or other | 
parts, both in and out of Spain, it will be reaſon- 
able to allow of an exportation of it, upon paying 
five per cent, in the cuſtom houſe for all the _ 
. 4 ut 
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But what ſhall be tranſported by land from one 
province to another upon the continent, ſhould be 
free of all duty, as his majeſty has determined by 
a general reſolution in reſpect to the merchandiſe 
and fruits of the produce of theſe kingdoms, and that 
the Alcavala and Cientos alone ſubſiſt, and be 
chargeable upon the ſales, that ſhall be made out of 
the towns, where theſe ſugar works are, according 
to the general cuſtom of the crown of Caſtile. 

As it behoves us to favour theſe ſugar works by 
all practicable means, it will be alſo good policy, 
that the ſugar houſes, and all the dwelling houſes 
of the proprietors, that ſhall live within the ſaid 
town or places, where the manufacture ts carried 
on, be exempt from quartering ſoldiers; and that 
neither the proprietors of the ſaid ſugar works, 
nor any perſon, that farms or manages them, and 
lives in the ſame place, be aſſeſſed or charged any 
thing, under pretence of Alcavala, Cientos, 
Millones, or other duties, for what they ſhall have 
gained, or may gain by the manufacture and fale 
of the ſugar, and that they only pay the ſtated 
; WH futies on proviſions and commodities, which they 
| JT fall conſume, as other families do; and alſo what 

ss chargeable for the eſtates or other offices, they 
may poſſeſs, excepting always every thing relating 
bo the ſugar of their own works, ſugar canes that 
rue conſumed in them, and the lands, that ſhall 
de laid out in ſuch plantation. * 
lt is about ſix or ſeven years ago, upon account 
Jef the Portugueſe having prohibited the entry of 
Ppaniſh wines into their country, his majeſty in like 
nanner ordered, that there ſhould not come into 
| His dominions ſugar, ſpicery, conſerves, and other 
Y onfectionary from Portugal, or their Indies, which 
Yor, II, Q I have 


- 
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I have been informed i is not ſtrictly obſerved. The 
traders, under various pretences, bring in 'theſe 
commodities, as if they were of the produce of, 
and came from other countries; and it 1s not only 
a Prejudice to the ſugar works of Granada, but 
alſo to the ſale of the ſugar, that might be brought 
from our Indies. For this and other reaſons it 
will be very prudent to continue, and more punc- 
tually obſerve this prohibition, at leaſt ſo long as 
the prohibition of our wines ſhall remain in Por- 
togal. And it will alſo be proper, whenever the in- 


troduction of ſugar from Portugal, or any other 


foreign country is admitted, that it pay entire the 


Diezmos, Cientos, Millon, and all the other eſta- 
bliſhed duties, without ever conſenting to any 
moderation of them; or any allowance in the ad- 
meaſurement, whether it come in by the ports of 
the crown of Caſtile, or thoſe of Aragon, Valen- | 
cia, Catalonia and Majorca; to this end revoking 
the order, that was iſſued out in the year 1072, | 


that the nine reals, which were impoſed at entry 


for the ſubſidy of the Millones, ſhould be reduced | 


to four and a half. 


In order to prevent frauds, as much as poſſible, 
when it ſhall be permitted to bring in foreign ſu- 
gars, it will be proper to enforce and punctually ob- 
ſerve the 14 article of the ſaid covenant made with 


the kingdom in the year 1650, as follows. 


« That all ſugars, which are brought in from 
ce the Indies, or any foreign country, be not im- 
&« ported in leſs caſks then forty arrobs, and that 
« thoſe which ſhall be ſo, be forfeited and divided 
ce into three parts, ſince it was done ſo formerly; but | 
4 they are imported at leaſt in arrobs, that they may | 


te more eaſily defraud the regiſter, This 3 is not in- 
4 „ tendcd| 
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8 tended to affect the firſt flota and galeons.“ 
As it is alſo found, that foreign ſugars often 
come adulterated with meal, earth, ſand, and 
other things prejudicial to health, it will be but 
fit and ſeaſonable, that at entry (whenever it ſhall 


be allowable) they be examined with great care, 
and not admitted to ſale, if they be not as good as 


they ought, that they may not injure our health. 
Dry or wet conſerves, confectionary and other 
ſweetmeats, that come from Genoa and other 
parts, eſpecially. Portugal, though not prohibited, 

are at leaſt unneceſſary food, nay too much of 
them is in ſome meaſure i injurious to health. To 
this I may add, that importing them into this 


kingdom is alſo a detriment to the ſale of Gra- 


nada ſugars, and thoſe from our Indies, There- 


fore it will be very much our intereſt to prohibit 


abſolutely, and under rigorous penalties, the im- 
portation of the ſaid conſerves, confectionary, or 
any other ſweetmeats, whether they be of ſugar 
or ſyrups. But this fame confectionary, being 
made in any part of Spain (where they are alſo 
made in perfection) may be allowed an 5 
tion, chargeable only with two and a half 
cent. in the cuſtom houſes for the whole duties, 


CHAP. XC. 


Th importance of ſalt ; the principal falt works 
in Europe; abundance of very good falt from 
' thoſe of Spain; the prices it is fold at for 


exportation; remarks upon the conjumption 
af home, and our foreign trade in it. 


8 falt is very well known to be of univer- 
ſal uſe in the world, and very convenient 
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and particularly law 52. tit. 18. lib. 6. made in the 


ee for life; and to prevent frauds within the 


plenty of very good ſalt, eſpecially. on the coaſt 


| bourhoad, becauſe they are not near enough to the 


and Lorrain ariſe from brine pits or ſprings ; and ] 


for ſeaſoning ſome things, and wn thy others 
I ſhall: not detain the reader an illuſtration 
of theſe points, and therefore paſs on to confider 
this commodity in other views. _ 

All ſovereign princes, that have it mkhia their 
dominions, ought to be particularly attentive, as 
well to the cultivation and fale of it at home, as 
to its foreign trade, uſing at the ſame time great 
vigilance to prevent ſtrangers from bringing it in. 
This appears alſo from the laws of this kingdom, 


©. 


E. S8 2 


year 1484 by their catholick majeſties inflicting 
among other penalties, that of being ſhot to death 
with arrows, upon all offenders. 

The introduction of foreign faltis alſo orohibit 
ed in France under pain of condemnation to the 


2 


ingdom, heavy fines and rigorous penalties arc 
impoſed, beſides other prudent meaſures, and wiſe 
precautions that are taken with the ſame view. 
In many parts of Europe is procured areat 


SDA S S2 Z. 


of Guienne, Brittany, am m eee 
where it is made of ſea water, 

There are two very famous. mines of rock ſalt; 
one in Poland, the other in Hungary. But the 
working of them is very expenſive, upon account 
of the great labour and charge of digging ſuch 
very deep mines, in which many people and beaſts 
loſe their lives; and yet they ſerve only to ſupply | 
the conſumption of thoſe provinces, and the neigh- 


ſea for a foreign trade. 
The ſalt works in the dutchies of Burgundy | 


notwith- | 
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notwithſtanding there be great plenty, they only | 


find a vent in thoſe provinces, and in the neigh- 


bourhood. For they are alſo too diſtant from a 


ſea port for a commerce with other countries. 
In Sicily, near Trapano, and in Sardinia are 
alſo good falt works. 
Theſe three kinds of ſalt, the mineral, or rock 
falt, from ſea water, and from brine pits or ſprings, 
which: ſeem to be portioned out to the other 
parts of Europe, very ſcantily in ſome of them, 
and procured with great fatigue and charge, are 
all of them found, both in great plenty and per- 


| fection, upon. the continent of Spain, as well in 


the more inland provinces for their uſe and conve- 
nience, as along its extenſive coaſt, eſpecially that 
of Andaluſia, Valencia, Catalonia, and alſo in the 
ilands of Majorca, Ibiza and Fromentera, enough 
both to ſupply the natives, and ſell to foreigners, 


with this great advantage, that in moſt of theſe 


ſalt works we are at leſs fatigue and charge, than 


they are in France and other places, becauſe the 


heat of the ſun in our climate is ſo much greater, 
and better proportioned to a fabrick of this kind, 


faving the heavy charge of fire, and other contri 


vances, they muſt have recourſe to in N ormandy 
and other places, 


Were one to ſet forth t the 8 quality and 
other circumſtances of the many and various kinds 


of ſalt works in this kingdom, it would require 
every large volume; but as I do not apprehend 
it neceſſary, I ſhall confine myſelf to a bare nar- 
native of ſome. capital articles relating to that of 
. which is the beſt, and largeſt of them 
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Theſe famous ſalt works are ſituated upon the 


coaſt of the kingdom of Valencia, a league diſtant 


from Guadamar, ſeven from Alicant, and four 


from Otihuela. Here is a lake, a league anda | 


half in circumference, formed by ſprings of brack- 
iſh water, of ſuch ſtrength, that with the con- 
currence of the earth about it, being very much 
impregnated with ſalt, turns even into brine the 
rain water, that comes into the ſaid lake in fuf- 
ficient quantity, even in the drieſt and moſt burn- 
ing ſummers. They uſually make every year to 
900,090 fanegas of ſalt, and with ſo much eaſe 
and convenience, that to the time of collecting it 
together, in order to be conveyed to the ſhip- 
ping, it lies in no more, than ſix maravedis and 
a half vellon the fanega; and it is ſold at the rate 


of a doblon the modin, which is two reals and 


a half the fanega; but we muſt deduct out of it 
the carriage to the ſaid port, which is very mo- 
derate, though not a ſtated ſum, being more or 
leſs, as the diſtance of the carriage varies, 


When the rains are very plentiful, and the ſum- 
mers favourable, they can manufacture at this lake 
to the amount of 60,000 modins of very fine 


ſalt, which is about a millon and a half of 
fanegas. 

As moſt northern countries produce not this 
important commodity, having neither the mineral 
or rock ſalt, nor ſun enough in their climate to 
exhale either the ſea water, or that of the brine 
pits, they are obliged to ſeek ſupplies abroad at 
great expence, eſpecially the Hollanders, who 
conſume immenſe quantities, both in the ordinary 
ſervice of a family, and in curing their fiſh, in 


which they carry on ſo extenſive a trade, But 


though 
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e their climate, exceſſively cold and wet, 
does not admit of making ſalt on their own coaſt, 
ſo ingenious are they in every thing, that. they 
have found out a way to make an increaſe as well 
as improvement upon the ſalt, they fetch from 
other countries, refining, and improving it with 
ſuch art, that with the aſſiſtance of ſea water, and 
the force of fire, they make an increaſe of 45 in 
a hundred upon the Spaniſh ſalt, 35 in a hundred 
upon the Portugueſe, and 25 upon the French 
falt, at the ſame time bettering its quality for the 
uſe it 1s generally put to in their country, and re- 
ducing it to the ſtandard it ought to have in or- 
der to ſeaſon well, and preſerve a long time the 


generality of the fiſh and fleſh, they make ule of 


in their long voyages. 

have heard of opinions and propoſals, both 
ancient and modern, for an advance of the duty, 
or price of ſalt, exported into other kingdoms. 


But though I am ſenſible of the very ſmall charge 


and labour of making it, particularly on the coaſt 
of Andaluſia, Valencia, and Catalonia, and in the 
iſlands of Majorca, Ibiza, and Fromentera, and 
that we can ſpare enough to ſupply the conſump- 
tion of moſt northern countries, which ſtand in 
need of any, it will be very prudent to act with 
great caution 1n the article of advancing or falling 
the price, which it is to be fold at for a foreign 
conſumption ; notwithſtanding it be a commodity 


ſovereign pleaſure to make an alteration in it, and 
even prohibit the exportation, whenever it ſhall 
be for the intereſt of this kingdom, The price 
ought always to be nearly the ſame, as it is ſold 
to foreigners | in France, Sicily, Sardinia, Portugal, 


Q 4 1. 


monopolized, and it depends upon his majeſty's 
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and other parts, whence they 
at a very cheap rate. For, if other nations find, 


there is an advance in our ſalt works, ſomewhat 
heavy, it is natural for them to think of going 
elſewhere, and wholly provide themſelves in thoſe 
other countries; eſpecially on the weſtern coaſt of 

France, which very much abounds with this 
_. commodity, and it is a ſituation very convenient 


for ſupplying the vaſt conſumption of the North, 
as they do it in a great meaſure. That this in- 
tereſting affair may be always conducted with a 
becoming prudence, it will be very much for his 
majeſty's ſervice, to procure certain accounts year- 


1y of the price this commodity bears at exportation 


in France, Sicily, Sardinia, and Portugal, which 
are the countries that furniſh moſt ſalt, in order 
to conſider, whether theſe prices will allow us to 
make any advance upon our own, without an 
apprehenſion of clogging or diminiſhing the ex- 
portation of it conſiderably, This inconvenience 
was experienced in Ibiza in the year 1716, by an 


order, that it ſhould be ſold at the rate of 83 reals | 


double plate the modin, inſtead of the 32, the 


price paid before, which they, who had hitherto | 
exported it, were accuſtomed to, even though on | 
ſome occaſions from great ſcarcity in other parts 

after unfayourable ſurnmers, it had been ſoldeven 


at five dollars. This plainly ſhews the impor- 


| tance of knowing the prices it is ſold at in other I 


kingdoms, and which uſually vary, as the ſum- 


mers are better or worſe, and ſometimes from the | 
accidents and embaraſſment of ware. 
In chapter 87, I deliver my opinion in reſpect i 
to the regulation, and manner of diſtributing falt | 
in the ſea parts for the fiſheries, carried on by | 
: Als | 


now ſend it abroad 
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his majeſty's ſubjects, and the reaſons are mers 
ed there. And though the price of it in the in- 


land parts rather relates to the revenue, than to 


commerce, I cannot cloſe this article, without 


ſhewing how much it behoves us not to let it be 


too high, as well from the maxim, that heavy 
impoſts ſhould not be laid upon ſubjects, though 
we ſee an inſtance of it in France, where the moſt 
oppreſſive and ſevere duty is that of ſalt; as be- 
cauſe there are particular reaſons for it in Spain, 


a kingdom, that in this reſpect differs from all 
others, as it conſumes a vaſt quantity of ſalt, and 


muſt do it to maintain and improve the flocks, 


which is its principal wealth, and their preſerva- 5 


tion would be endangered, if by making it very 


dear, theſe could not procure: PP. neceſſary 


for them, 
Another, and a very pious motive concurs, not 


to let the price of ſalt be too high in the inland 


parts, eſpecially as it is the commodity, that moſt 
contributes to the eaſe and maintenance of the 


poor. For many peaſants, and others that live 
upon their labour, unable to purchaſe freſh meat 


daily, have recourſe to a practice more convenient 
and ſuitable to their condition, that of killing and 


ſalting up a cow, ox, ſheep, or goat, that either 


on account of age and for ſome other reaſon, will 
turn to no other account, and ſometimes a hog 

which they have been able to feed; the fleſh. of 
which, preſerved by falt all the year round, 
uſually makes a Mp part of their food. But 
if falt were to be exceſſive dear, they would be 
| deſtitute of this ſuccour, and we might reaſonably 
wa that many would periſh for want. 
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By the covenants made with the kingdom, Ay. 
guſt 3, 1049, for executing ſome of the ſubſidiez 
of the Millones, it was ſtipulated, that in Gali. 
cia, the Aſturias, the fiſheries of Andaluſia, and 
Caſtile, the ſea ports, and on the mountains, 
where a fanega of ſalt formerly coſt 29 reals, it 
{ſhould be fold at eleven reals vellon. 
In Old Caſtile, and the ports on that ſide, at 
17 reals. {19-5 . . 

In New Caſtile, the ports on this fide, and in 
Andaluſia, at 22 reals, including in theſe prices 
the old duty, the charge of the manufacture, and 
adminiſtration; but not the carriage, which uſes 
to be from 12 to 13 maravedis vellon the fanega, 
for the diſtance of a league, from the ſalt works 
to the place, where it is to be conſumed. 

The frequent and expenſive wars, which Spain 
has ſuffered from the beginning of this century, 


and the fatal effects of which ſhe has not yet re- 
covered from, gave juſt reaſon to advance the 
duty or price of ſalt conſumed in the kingdom. 
But as theſe wars ae now at an end, and we are | 
| happily reſtored to peace and tranquillity, and an 
opportunity has been given already for his ma- } 
jeſty to exerciſe his paternal] affection, admini- 
ſtring relief to his loyal ſubjects, by taking off | 
ſome, and reducing other taxes, as I have oblerv- } 
ed in the cloſe of the 19" chapter, making men- 
tion of his royal decree of January 10, 1724, in 
which at the ſame time he was pleaſed to declare, | 
he diſpenſed this relief, till the ſtate of his finances | 
and of the monarchy enable him to do more, we 
have reaſon to hope from his majeſty's piety, when- | 
ever the preſſing wants of the government give 


leave, that he will vouchſafe to grant them alſo 
5 ſome 
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ſome abatement in the price of ſalt, as it is a 
thing, in which the pu lick! 1s greatly intereſt- 
ed“. 
Notwithſtanding the number and goodneſs of 
cur ſalt works, and our having them alſo in Ga- 


| licia, it is found, that moſt part of that kingdom 


| is ſupplied with falt from Portugal and France, 
and imported in their own ſhipping, by which 
means they reap the benefit of the ſale and traf- 
fick of it, and his majeſty's revenue and ſubjects 
might enjoy it by ordering the ſalt works of the 
ſaid kingdom of Galicia to be repaired, and ſet at 
work, that they might reap the benefit of them, 

as far as they could provide, and fince there is 
every year conſumed above 200,000 fanegas there, 
what 1s deficient might be brought from Andalu- 


ſia in bis majeſty's ſhips, eh the ſaving and 


ſecurity I propoſe in the 73* chapter, This, I 
think, ought to be done, even though it coſt 


ſomething more, than it does from foreigners, i in 


order to prevent the extraction of our money. 


2 His majeſty was pleaſed to order, by a decree of February 4, 
1725, that ſalt be fold at thoſe moderate prices, inſtead of the 
very high prices, which the war obliged us to, and have been 
explained 1 in the 19 chapter, 
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4113 CHAP. XCVIl. 
The heavy duty of the Alcavala and Cientos oy 
of the principal cauſes of the decay of trad: 
and of the manufattories, The advantage and 
manner of taking off theſe duties on the firſt ſal: 
F goods in the crown of Caſtile : no danger 9 
hurting the revenue by this means; it will ra. 
tber promote an advance of it, and other be. 


nefits. | 


A FTER the ſtricteſt inquiry, and a moſt 


mature conſideration of the duties, impoſed 
upon commodities and goods in Spain, and other 


kingdoms and ſtates, I have not been able to dif. 
cover in France, England, or Holland, nations 


that beſt know the value of commerce; that they 
have ever laid any duty upon the fale or barter of | 


their own woven and other manufaRures, either | 


upon the firſt, or any future ſale. As then I find | 
Spain alone groaning under this burden, and it 
is ſo very oppreſſive, as to lay ten per cent. for the | 


primitive Alcavala, and the four one per cents an- 


nexed to it, a duty not only chargeable on the firſt 


fate, but on every future fale of goods, I am jeal- | 


ous, it is one of the principal engines, that con- 
tributed to the ruin of moſt of our manufactures | 
and trade. For though theſe duties are not charg- 
ed to the full in ſome places, a heavy tax is paid, | 
And as the ſubſidies of the Millones, which are 
alſo very high, and an additional load, as alſo the 
City exciſes and Arbitrios, all of them laid, as it 
were, upon proviſions, which the labourer con- 
ſumes, it is eaſy to apprehend, as TI have inti- . 
wated already, that all theſe impoſts will 12 * 
288 vely 
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ſwely raiſe the price of our goods; and as on this 
very account there can be little demand for them, 
either at home or abroad, our manufactories muſt 
be at a ſtand, and thoſe of foreigners flouriſh, who 
will introduce their own goods, and eaſily diſ- 
poſe of great quantities, as they can afford them 
cheaper; and this proceeds from their not being 
ſo heavy loaded with taxes in their reſpective 
countries, and favoured with great indulgences in 
the Spaniſh cuſtom houſes, as I have already de- 
clared in ſeveral other chapters. hs 
It is a confirmation of what I have advanced, 
that moſt of our fabricks of middling cloths and 
ſtuffs, that now ſucceed in Spain, are confined to 
certain ſeignories, where there is great allowance 
made by the lord upon the firſt ſale, and ſome- 
times an entire exemption. from it, with other 
encouragements. This inſtance and the favour- 
able conſequences of it ſuggeſt, that we ought to 
purſue the fame plan in other places belonging 
to the crown, I am obliged alſo to obſerve, that 
though great abatements be made in charging the 
Alcavala and Cientos in many .places, yet our 
evil genius ſtill baunts in this intereſting tranſ- 
action of trade, ſo that at Sevil, Granada, and 
other conſiderable cities, where our filk manu- 
factor ies were moſt numerous and in greateſt per- 
ſection, and therefore ſtood moſt in need of 
powerful encouragements, theſe mechanicks have 
been moſt perſecuted, and ſaddled with the heavy 
burden of paying the 14 per cent, entire, and 
« other ſeverities, that have been the ruin of 
* them. For a proof of it I cannot forbear 
«, particulariſing Sevil, as an inſtance. The filk 
* weayers, with the alcalde Alami, and the vi- 
pad | . «« ſitors 
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* 


ſitors at the head of them, pleaded their cauſe, 


t jn the year 1722, before the ſuperintendant of 


that kingdom, in the ruinous fituation they 


found themſelves, their manufactories being 
already reduced to leſs than a hundred looms, 


and owing to this; that beſides 14 per cent, 
paid at entry in that cuſtom houſe, there waz 
charged to his majeſty another 14. per cent, on 


their being ſold again. For while this duty 


from the calamitous circumſtances of the times 
and a general decay in commerce ought to 


have been proportionably eaſed, the contrary 
prevailed; for the under farmers every year 
created new vexations and oppreſſions in col. 
lecting it, eſpecially in the years 1720, 1721, 


and 1722, when there was a rigorous ad- 


miniſtration, that occaſioned them to make 
repeated ſcrutinies and reſearches, to plant 
guards over them, and ſometimes lock up the | 
goods in a cheſt, and carry away the key, | 
leaving a centinel over it; and all this, with a | 


view to oblige them to terms and ſubmit to pay 


even above the 14 per cent. After all, though 
they charged this duty entire, it yielded only | 
8 reals, and deducting out of it 7340 
reals, the falaries and charges of adminiſtration, 
the farmer had but 24, 424 reals net money. 
In the year 1722, it amounted to no more than 
23,244 reals, and after deducting the charges 
of adminiſtration was reduced to 15,904 reals j 
and there is ſtill found every year a farther re- 
duction of this branch of the revenue. For as | 
there was no profit to the weavers upon the 
fale of their cloths, this and other taxes paid, 
by degrees they abandoned their looms, ſome Þ 
ce 80 l ns 4 
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« going into other buſineſſes leſs advantageous to 
« the publick, and others, that by reaſon of age 


« were diſqualified from turning their hand to 
« ſomething elſe, periſhing under want and diſ- 


« treſs. And though the ſaid weavers petitioned 
| « the ſuper intendant of Sevil, that as the net 


proceeds to the farmer, was no more than the 


« above 24, 424 reals vellon, they might be ad- 
« mitted to compound for it after that rate, al- 
lowing the charges, which reduced it to 15,904. 


* 


0 


Q ˖·* 


0 


« from the year 1721 to 1722, in order, that by 


0 


* 


« more hereafter; however, it was refuſed, and 
« fo regard paid to their repreſentations; the 
« oppoſition made to it by the ſub-farmers pre- 
« yailed, alledging, that it oppoled a free ad- 
e miniſtration, and that there was but one of 
Y © theſe things to chuſe, either come to an agree 
„ment, or pay the whole 14 per cent. for what 


« they ſhould fell. But the weavers conld not 


'Y © affent to the firſt, upon account of the exceſ- 
| © fiveneſs of the demand, nor to the ſecond, for 
FJ © the commodity vielding no more than eight per 
Y © cent. profit, they could not, without going 
backwards, and being expoſed to the bank- 
F © ruptcies, which did enſue, pay the 14 per cent. 


—” 
* 


maintenance for their families, and aſliſtants, 
* which are abſolutely neceſlary. | 

*The faid alcalde Alami, and viſitors proved 
at the ſame time, that ſome years before, there 
« were 2000 ilk om! in Sevil, in which were 
employed above 16,000 hands, and as every 
M1 1 of ſilk pays two reals double ag and 
4 «there 


reals, the whole revenue of thoſe manufactories 


this means they might be reviving, and yield 


"the rent of their houſes and ſhops, and find 
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it there was wrought up in thoſe looms, at leaſt 
4 2c0,000 pounds, reckoning a hundred weight 
* to a loom, this ſingle duty raiſed yearly 50, ooo 
dollars, independent of other great advantages 
« enjoyed -by his majeſty and the publick, and 
« which they now miſerably lament the loſs 
«of, | 
Hence it appears, that the principal advantage, 
which the revenue at this time reaps from the 
filk manufacture at Sevil, conſiſts of 1 5,000 reals 
vellon, conſidering the odd money, as a profit to 
the farmers. Let this trifle then be compared 
with the vaſt acquiſition, there muſt needs be to 
the treafury and the publick, when there were 
16, ooo looms in that city, as I have already ſhewn 
in chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, I am certain, 
he that has the leaſt glimmering of reaſon, and 
will diveſt himſelf of all paſſion and prejudice, 
muſt be ſenſible of the millions the king's revenue 


loſes, and of vaſt benefits, that kingdom is diſ- 


appointed of, nay all Spain, by a rigour in col- 


lecting theſe and other duties; and therefore it 
would be the means of a very conſiderable aug- | 


mentation in the royal and municipal revenues, 


as alſo a publick utility, if the weavers were 
exempt from the payment of them, eſpecially as | 
it is attainable by an abatement ſo trifling and in- 
conſiderable, as the yearly ſum of a 1000 dollars, | 
which they now produce. This would reſem- | 
ble a grain of corn ſown in a field, and continu- | 
ally multiplying itſelf after the firſt year; at the | 
lateſt after the ſecond, would yield and inſure us 


conſiderable improvements. In my opinion, were m 


the actual value of theſe duties a hundred thouſand | 
dollars yearly, it would deſerve no account, com. | 


pared 
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pared with the benefits, that might ariſe from 
ſuch an indulgence, both to the king and his 
ſubjects. Theſe were the reflections of his pre- 
ſent majeſty of England, when he adviſed his par- 
liament to take off ſome duties, and reduce others, 


| as it Has been already taken notice of in the . 


chapters 28 and 94. | 

For theſe and other reaſons I ſhould apprehend 
it much for the beſt, to make it a general and 
eſtabliſned rule, that all woven goods of filk, 
wool, flax, hemp, cotton, camel and goat's haif, 
and all other forts, wrought in any ike what- 
ſvever in the ctown of Caſtile, in which the Al- 
cavalas and Cientos belong to his majeſty, and the 
revenue enjoy the benefit of them, be exempt 
from the ſaid duty of the Alcavala and Cientos on 
their firſt ſale or barter, whenever it ſhall be 


made, por mayor, by wholeſale, and in the very 


place they were manufactured, meaning by this 
expreſſion, por mayor, the whole piece, and not 
by the yard, and theſe ate to have the marks, and 
other requiſites provided by the laws in ſuch caſe; 
and that there be alſo comprehended in this im- 
munity, caps, bonnets, waiſtcoats, doublets, ſtock- 
ings, and other goods wrought in the loom, or by 
the needle, and alſo hats, and all paper, of what- 
ever ſort, colour, or meaſure it may be, though 
thefe two commodities do not come into the claſs 
e 07 
Im favour of the capital and other cities, where 
the Alcavala and Cientos are paid at entry, and 
not at the time of ſale, an exemption may be 
made from the general rule of not ſelling by the 
yard; and on this account the weaver may he 
allowed in ſuch cities to ſell alſo in their houſes, 
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and ſeparate ſhops, with the ſame immunity, in 


caſe they have the marks, and other qualifications p 
provided by law. | 
As there is an opening for a very advantageou; mn 
commerce, and more eſpecially to the Indies, in 1 
gloves manufactured in this kingdom, ſince we F 


have a great quantity of leather, very proper for be 
this uſe, it will be very good policy, if, with a2 


view of cheriſhing this branch of trade, this com- a 
modity be alſo free of the Alcavala and Cientos, in 
the ſame ſhape, as was propoſed for woven goods, he 


A like indulgence might be granted to the fa. 
bricks of diſhes, pitchers, porringers, chocolate | 
cups, tiles, and other earthen ware at Sevil, Tala- 
vera, and other parts of the crown of Caſtile 
whether they be painted or not, as well to faci- | 
litate their exportation to other countries by a mo- 
derate price, as to ſupply the home conſumption | 
by our own manufactures, and be no longer obliged | 
to foreigners for theirs. 
It is evident, we might eſtabliſh in this king- | 
dom, in the Indies, and elſewhere, 4 very profit- | 
able traffick in knives, razors, ſciſſars, buckles 
and buttons, wares made of ſteel, copper, or 
braſs, therefore to encourage, and ſecure the be- 
nefit of this branch, it will be prudent, that | 
all the above merchandiſe manufactured in the |} 
crown of Caftile, pay no Alcavala or Cientos on | 
the firſt ſale. 15 
The ſame favour ſhould be diſſ penſed to the 
maker of needles, pins, ſoap and ks as they 
are commodities generally conſumed, and articles | 
of great conſideration in trade; the immunity of | 
ſoap being to be underitood on the firſt ſale, and | 
| | in 
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in the ſame ſhop, where it (hall haue been manu- 
factured. 

All theſe immunities are to be taken with the 
reſtrictions and other circumſtances, I mentioned 
under the article of woven goods, eſpecially that 
of the ſale being, where the Alea valas and Cientos 


belong to his majeſty, and ſhall not be mortgaged, 


or in any other way alienated, for reaſons, I (hall 
afſign alſo in this very chapter. 

It will be proper that old rags, linnen, or hemp, 
be exempt from the. Alcavala and Cientos upon 
every ſale, on account of the great importance it 


is to the paper manufacture, to have the Price rea- 


ſonable. At the ſame time it behoves us to pro- 
hibit the exportation of this material, which has 
been already recommended, 

As to the Alcavalas and Cientos upon wool, I 
refer to what has been ſaid in the 88 chapter, 


of particular indulgences, which it would be pro- 
per to grant to certain manufactures of wool, &c. 

As to the Alcavala and Cientos upon ſoſa and 
barilla, I have nothing to offer by way of A 


ment to what has been already ſaid in che 89. 
chapter. 


heen already made; and they : are to enjoy an im- 


by wholeſale, and under proper reſtrictions. But 
al the other goods, which I recommend to the 
ame indulgence, may be fold either erholelale or 


retail in the ſame towns, where they are manu- 


ature, being poſſeſſed of the marks and other 
qualifications required, exempt from the Alca- 
la and Cientos on the firſt ſale; and to place 
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the thing in the cleareſt light, and remove all oc. 
caſion for doubt or debate, I obſerve, that theſe 
indulgences extend both to the ſeller and buyer 
and the limitations, I propoſe in reſpect to them, 
are to be underſtood, and intended to mean, that 


no prejudice enſue to the privileges, which ſome | 


_ towns and private perſons are entitled to by vir. 
tue of fairs, and other indulgences granted or 


confirmed by his majeſty. This meaſure will | 


very much contribute to enlarge and improve our 
manufaQtories and commerce, and conſequent! 


_ enrich the kingdom, For it is farther obſervable, | 
that notwithſtanding an immunity be granted for 


the firſt ſale, that in proportion to the increaſe of 


our manufactories, both for the home and foreign | 
conſumption, ſo much more numerous and re- | 
peated will be the ſecond, third, and other ſales, 
and the amount of theſe duties will alſo be | 
much the more; fo that the revenue of the firſt | 
ſale will not be miſſed, nor the Alcavala and Cien- | 
tos by this means leſſened in any province of | 
Spain; on the other hand we may expect them 
to be improved for the reaſons I have aſſigned in 
ſeveral parts of this work, but eſpecially from the } 
sw to the lo- chapter incluſive. Nor can the 
farmer, with any juſtice, pretend to aſk an abate- 
ment, or to be made amends for reductions, that 
can only be imaginary; and yet did we make ſome | 
abatement or amends in this caſe to the farmers | 
in actual poſſeſſion, notwithſtanding they may not | 
ſaſtain a real loſs, and barely for fake of comply- | 
ing with what is ſtipulated in the covenants, the 1 
ſum is to be ſlighted when we regard the great be- 
nefit, that muſt from thence accrue to the ſaid re- 
venucs, and the whole kingdom, I am alſo con- 
vinced, | 
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vinced, that at the time the provincial revenues 
come to be let out again, they ſhould not on this 
account. be conſidered as lower in value, becauſe 
of the increaſe they will obtain another way, and 


in what manner is particulariſed i in the fix chap- 


ters referred to, and alſo in this, where I mention 
how much the trade of Sevil has been baulked by 


the rigorous charging of the Alcavala and 5 


upon the filk weavers; and yet it does not pro- 


duce at this time above a thouſand dollars yearly 
to the royal revenue. 


Though the manufacturers of the ſaid commo- 


ities obtain the immunity, I recommend, upon 
the firft ſale, it may happen in the towns, which 
are. under compoſition, that ſomething may be laid 


upon them towards ſupplying a deficience in the 


general aſſeſſment, whenever it fall ſhort of the 


compoſition money; and this might alſo clog the 
manufactories, to the great prejudice of the pub- 
lick, and particularly of the place where it ſhould 
happen. Hence it will be expedient, at the time 


Centos upon the firſt ſale, that it be provided, 
that nothing be aſſeſſed or charged upon them on 
the pretence of what they have gained, or may 
rain by the manufacture and ſale of the woven, 
and other goods ſpecified above, and that they 


ay only the ſtated duties upon proviſions and 
goods, which they ſhall conſume, as other families 
a; as allo what is chargeable upon the eſtate, or 


other offices, they may poſſeſs, always excepting 


manufacture, which have been recommended to 
in immunity of the ſaid Alcavala and Cientos. 


R 3 Though 


of granting the immunity of the Alcavala and 


the woven, and other commodities of their own 
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Though I am not under the leaſt doubt of itz 
being a reaſonable meaſure, to grant an immunity 
of the Alcavala and Cientos to the above commo- 
dities upon their fiſt ſale, I am ſenſible it is x 
knotty point to determine the beſt manner of cat. 
Fying it into execution, whether it be in the way 
I have pointed out, or by other precautions, that 
may be thought more adequate, and likely to an- 
ſwer, for ſome taxes are of fuch a nature, that 
one cannot thoroughly apprehend, diſtinguiſh, and 
collect them ſafely without many rules and ex- 
planations. Indeed, there are ſeveral laws, de- 
clarations, and manifeſts, treating expreſly on thi; 
point, and they take up whole volumes, and yet 
there frequently ſtart up doubts and perplexities, 
that want to be explained. Beſides, it ſeldom or 


ever happens, that any general rule or diſpoſition | 


is reſolved upon, but in reducing it to practice we 
may {tumble upon doubts and trifling difficulties 


in certain particulars, and which, as they ariſe, 


are gradually and in proceſs of time cleared up 


to our ſatisfaction. And in the caſe of general | 
laws or diſpoſitions, if we are to provide againſt | 
every pothbie objection, before we reſolve and | 
eſtabliſh them, we ſhall never come to any con- | 
cluſion; it is requiring in our deliberations ſuch a | 
degree of perfection, as the human mind is not | 
capable of attaining to, Thus it ought not to | 
be a lurpriſe, that my propoſals ſhould alſo re- 
quire correction, or to be enlarged or explained | 
farther; and as I have all along entertained theſe 
ſentiments, from the very beginning of this trea- 
tiſe, I refign myſelf in the main, as to the manner I 
of carrying them into execution, to ſuch regu- | 
lations, as other miniſters better {xilled in this 25 
I ticular | 


CW, pews . 
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ticular province, the management of the revenue, 
ſhall judge moſt prudent and beſt for his majeſty's 
ſervice, and the general good of his ſubjects. 

The exemptions already propoſed I do not ex- 
tend to the kingdoms and provinces of the crown 


of Aragon, for ſome reaſons, that ſhall be aſſign- 
ed in the following chapter. 


My intention alſo is by no means to include in 
the propoſed immunity of the firſt ſale thoſe 


places, where the Alcavalas do not belong to the 


crown; as I am convinced, that if by order of his 


| majeſty any innovation ſhould be made in thoſe, 
which any towns, companies, or private perſons 


ſhall poſſeſs and enjoy, either by purchaſe, mort- 
gage, reward, or other cauſe whatloever, that the 


proprietors would remonſtrate, or pretend, they 


would be injured by it, and require an indemnity, 
offer pleas, and form embaraſſing claims. But 
though they ſhould not be comprehended in the 
general reſolution, which his majeſty ſhall take in 


reſpect to the firſt ſale, it is natural to imagine, 


that all thoſe, that have the property of theſe 


Alcavalas, and eſpecially 1n the towns and places 


of their lordſhips will be ſufficiently upon their 
guard, and of their own motion eſtabliſh the like 
immunities and reductions, as many of them al- 
ready do, finding by experience itſelf, that the 
number of people in their diſtri, and their own 
revenues, inſtead of being impaired, as ſome per- 
ſuade themſelves, will be conſiderably augmented 
by theſe means. 
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CHAP. XCVI. 
Our intereſ to aboliſh the Alcavala and Cientey; 
| upon fllt, flax and hemp of the growth of Spain, 


and to moderate the various and exceſſive duties | 


upon Granada filk ; other provifions, that con. 
duce to the encouragement of trade and the ma- 
 mnufattories, = 


HE very fame reaſons, that were urged in 


the laſt chapter for taking off the Alcavals 
and Cientos upon the firſt ſale of ſome manu- 
factures, plead with equal force for the ſame in- 
dulgence to ſilk, flax and hemp, being the growth 
and produce of the crown of Caſtile, upon the 
firſt ſale of them, and it would be even expedient | 
to extend it to all future ſales, unleſs it be woven, | 
with a view of cheriſhing the cultivation of theſe | 
very profitable materials, and by this means pro- | 
curing plenty of them, and at a reaſonable price; | 
a Circumſtance very neceſſary, and even indiſpen- 
fible, when we would enlarge and preſerve our | 
manufactories, the important conſequences of 
which have been already enumerated in ſeveral | 
chapters. But as I am ſenſible that ſilk, which 
is the produce of the kingdom of Granada, pays 
many exceſſive duties, beſides the Alcavala, ſome 
of them impoſed by the Moorifh kings, and con- 
tinued by our monarchs, and others eſtabliſhed, | 
fince the recovery of the province, both together 
making an impoſt ſo heavy and ſingular, that 1! 
there being nothing like it in the other provinces 


of Spain, where ſilk is alſo produced, and there be- 


ing alſo penſions charged upon this revenue, it is 


abſolutely neceſſary for me to enlarge upon it, 


and 
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and ſhew the neceſſity of reducing the exceſſive 
weight and oppreſſion of the ſaid taxes, which 
have very much diminiſhed, nay, almoſt deſtroyed 
the cultivation of filk, and i in conſequence of it 
the revenue itſelf. 

In the 78 chapter, I inferted a certificate 
given in the year 1720, by which it appears, that 


filk, of the produce of the ſaid kingdom, pays L 
the following duties on every 851 of 16 
ounces. 1 
Duties chargeable upon every pound of Granada Wi 
Alk. | | 
= Mrs vellon 1 
For the Alcavala __ "i 
Cientos 104 Wl 
Tartil 8 1 
Arbitrio 68 9 
Torres de la mar 4 - il 
Geliz 154 | 
— 
502 
The amount of theſe duties is 502 maravedis, 0 


which make 14 reals, 26 maravedis, to which are 
to be added the duty of the Diezmo, collected 
on the account of the royal revenue, but varia- 
ble according to the price of the commodity, and 
that year was 92 maravedis, as a pound of ſilk 
was then valued at 27 reals vellon, before the 
charging of any duties. Thus, if we include the 
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Diezmo, the duties amounted to 17 reals, 16 ma- 1 
1 . ws 
tavedis vellon upon each pound, which is above 1 


bo per cent. of the value of the ſilk, before it go 
Y into the loom, a load ſo very oppreflive, and ſuch 
a.clog upon the culture and manufacture of filk, l 
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that every perſon muſt needs confeſs it, who is in. 
formed of the truth of it, and for his conviction 
there needs only the bare mention of the fact, x; 
it ſtands in that chapter; however, I have thought 
proper to take notice of it in this place, though 
it will give a freſh mortification to recollect this 
lamentable piece of miſmanagement, but it is 
with a view, that when the whole of this mil. 
fortune is laid fairly open, we may better judge 
of the neceſlity of applying a remedy, 

In ſeveral laws, under title 30. lib. 9. of the late 


body of ſtatutes, we find a particular account of | 


the eſtabliſhment of moſt of theſe duties, the 
manner of collecting them, and other matters re- 
lating to the culture, ſale: and traffick of this 
filk; and at the ſame time it ſpecifies other im- 
polts, beſides thoſe above mentioned, chargeable 


upon filk, in caſe of its going out of that king- 
dom by ſea or land, whether it be for ſome other | 


province of Spain, or a foreign country, It ap- 
pears, that the above duties of the Diezmo, 


chargeable in the inland parts of the ſaid king- 


dom, as alſo the Tartil and Geliz were impoſed, 


and have been continued from the time of the | 
Mooriſh kings; and notwithſtanding it be rea- | 
ſonable to aboliſh theſe three taxes, Which are 
ſingular, and exiſting in no other province, that 
the ſubjects of his majeſty in that kingdom may 
not be heavier loaded than the reſt, and thoſe ma- 


nufactories, that were formerly in ſo flouriſhing 


a ſtate, may be able to revive again, it is my opi- 


nion, that if we carry the propoſed immunity 
into execution, and take off the Alcavala and 
Cientos upon the frſt, and all other ſales of all 
the ſilk, the produce of this kingdom, including 

Granada, 
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Granada, as alſo the duties of the Tartil and Ge- 
liz, that the duty of the ſaid Diezmo may for the 


preſent continue in force, which is repreſented by 
the laws above mentioned as a ſecular and royal 


duty, without any mixture of the eccleſiaſtical 
Diezmo or tythe. As a reaſon for continuing 


this tax, without its really deſerving the name of 
an extraordinary impoſt upon the farmer, it may 
be conſidered as an equivalent for the ecclefiaſti- 
cal tenth, which other commodities, eſpecially 

roviſions, are charged. However, if it ſhall be 


found hereafter, that this tax charged entire will 


be al'o a clog upon the cultivation, manufacture, 
and traffick of this commodity, it ſhould be re- 
duced to five or ſix per cent. upon this principle, 


that by this means it will certainly yield more, 


than it now does with the addition of all the 
other exceſſive impoſitions charged upon it, fince 
taking off ſome of them, and reducing others, in 
the manner propoſed, will be a means of pro- 
ducing more filk, and of enlarging and improv- 
ing the abuſive and commerce of it. 

The tax, which in this memorial goes under 
the name of Arbitrio, 1s the property of the city, 
and couſiſting of two reals vellon upon every 
pound, valued in general at 27 reals, cannot fail 
of being oppreſſive, as it is above ſeven per cent. 
ad valorem, and may, I think, be reduced to half, 
or 34 maravedis on every pound. We have alſo 
good reaſon to believe, that after this, and all the 
other reductions take place, the Arbitrio will yield 
more, than it now does, inſomuch that the regula- 
tion may be made without prejudice to any claims 


upon this tax. But ſuppoſe there be a diminution 


of the revenue for the preſent, and till farther 


provihon 
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proviſion be made, it will behove us to take into 
confideration, whether the motive for this impoſt 
ſtill ſubſiſts, or whether the above demands upon it 
Have been anſwered by the produce of it, or they 
can be paid off in a little time ; or whether theſe 
may be remitted, for by proper information in 
theſe and other matters, we may come to a reſo- 
lution, either to throw off entirely this burden, or 
have recourſe to ſome other meaſure, that may by 
adequate to it. 3 

Though the tax, ſet forth in this memorial un- 
der the title of Torres de la mar, conſiſts but of 
four maravedis and a half upon a pound of ſilk, 
it cannot fail of being prejudicial, on account of 
the trouble and charge of regiſters, certificates, 
ſecurities, and other demands, that are a vexation 
to the farmer and merchant, and which uiually 
create more charges than the amount of the very 
revenue, And as by a decree of September 15, 
1717, already produced in the 524 chapter, his 
majeſty has vouchſafed to aboliſh the impoſt of 
a maravedis per pound upon every kind of fiſh, 
conſumed within 40 leagues of the ſea, which 
was appropriated to the towers of Andaluſia, 
and was paid into the upper treaſury of war, it 
ſeems equally reaſonable in like manner to take 
off this duty of four maravedis and a half upon 
a pound of filk, and replace its trifling amount 
by other revenues, or funds, that belong to the 
treaſury of war for the province of Andaluſia, 
By this means we ſhall fave the charge, and re- 


move the vexations, which this tax, though very 


ſmall, is the occaſion of, Nor can it yield 200 
dollars per annum, as is evident by comparing it 
with the other duties that go along with it, For as 

thole 
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thoſe charged upon a pound of ſilk, including 
the Diezmo, amount to 594 maravedis, and by 
the table or memorial of the provincial revenues 
for the year 17 14, this article yielded but 9, 183, 493 
maravedis by all its impoſts 69,571 maravedis 
will then correſpond to an impoſt of four mara- 
vedisand a half per pound, 

That the propoſed exemption of the Alcavala 
and Cientos upon every ſale of ſilk in bundles, 
or thrown, and of hemp and flax, that ſhall be 
the growth or produce of the provinces of the 
crown of Caſtile, and ſhall be fold in them, be- 


fore it be wrought up in the loom, may be car- 


ried into execution in as full a manner, as is re- 


quiſite, for a due encouragement of its manu- 


factories and commerce, it will be abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, that in all aſſeſſments or rates made 
in ſuch places, as compound for the taxes, no- 
thing be charged, to make up any deficiency, up- 


on the farmer or merchant for his plantations, or 


cultivation of the ſaid materials, or upon the lands 


employed this way ; and that they only pay the 
ſtated duties upon proviſions and commodities, 
which they ſhall conſume, as other families do; 
as alſo their due proportion for other eſtates or 
offices they may enjoy, in the thape that was pro- 
poſed, treating of the immunity, that ought to be 
granted upon the firſt ſale of ſome manufactures, 


And in my apprehenſion, though ſome of the 


principal duties upon Granada filk, in purſuance 


of this propoſal, be taken off, the fingle reſerve 


of ten per cent. will ſoon produce the nine mil- 


lions of maravedis, which all the ſaid taxes to- 


gether did but amount to before the year 1714, 
from improvements in the culture of this material 


ariſing 
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ariſing from ſuch encouragement; not to mention 
other great benefits, that will reſult both to the royal 
and municipal revenues, as it has been already ex- 
plained more at large in this and other chapters. 
From the ſaid table or memorial of the amountof 
each revenue diſtinctly before the year 17 14, it ap- 
pears that Granada ſilk ſtands charged with penſions 
to the amount of 6, 174, 463 maravedis net money; 
and as it is but reaſonable to make ſome proviſion 
for theſe proprietors, that they be not prejudiced, 
the ſame meaſure may be purſued, which his ma- 
jeſty took in the year 71 ow his aboliſhing 


certain duties upon fiſh, in the ſhape, that has | 
been already mentioned in the 52 chapter, and 


repeated in the 94, under the article of ſugars 
manufactured in the kingdom of Granada. 
Under the above title 3o. lib. g. of the body 
of ſtatutes, there is alſo an account, as I intimated 
before, of dutics chargeable upon Granada filk, 
as well at the time of exportation to foreign king- 
doms, as of its tranſport to the inland provinces 
of Spain. But I apprehend we ſhall have nothing 
to do in either caſe, whenever his majeſty ſhall 
vouchſafe to direct, that the order publiſhed in 
the year 1699, prohibiting the exportation of filk 
in bundles, and thrown, to foreign kingdoms be 
duly executed, as I recommended in the 88 chap- 
ter, and gave a copy of the ſaid order. As to the 


tranſport of ſilk, the produce of Granada, to other | 


provinces of Spain, it ſhould be permitted, on 


condition it be by land carriage, to paſs freely 


out of that kingdom to any other province upon 
the continent, and out of their cuſtom houſes, 
having paid there only the Diezmo, which I pro- 
poſed * to continue in force. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCVII. 
| The patronage of ſovereigns, and their rewards 


make arts and ſciences flouriſh, by inſpiring an 
ambition in men of genius to ſerve the pub- 


lick. The uſual method to draw over and detain 


good artificers. The diſadvantages attending 
monopolies. Farther general obſervations upon 
granting exemptions and other indulgences. 
Manufaetories ſucceed better under the manage- 
ment and at the riſe of private proprietors, 
than under adminiſtration to the tiſe of the re- 
Venue, 


T is a maxim generally received, that one of 


commerce, or any other political intereſt, is the 
patronage of princes, diſpenſing rewards, and ex- 
citing emulation by inveſting with honours, and 


other marks of diſtinction -rhoſe perſons, who 


by the force of genius or application have made 
new diſcoveries, or improved upon any thing 
laudable, and conducive to the intereſt of the 
publick ; more eſpecially ſuch, as upon the ſtrength 
of their own genius, and at their ſole charge have 
let up and maintained mManniactories, and other 


works beneficial to the community, and when the 
introduction of them has been entirely owing to 


their induſtry and publick ſpirit, This point 1 
ſhall only treat in a general way, as it is not poſ- 
ſible to preſcribe rules for the conduct of it on 
particular occaſions, ſince the honours, as well as 
rewards and encouragements are always to be pro- 
portioned, and diſpenſed according to the ſtation 
and other circumitances of the claimants and with 


all 


the moſt effectual means to ſettle and improve 
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an eye to the charge they ſhall have been at, and 
the benefits that ſhall refult to the publick from 
them; things of ſuch a nature, that it is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to rely upon the judgement and 
rudence of the miniſters, whom his majeſty ſhall | 


intruſt with the conduct of ſuch an intereſting 
affair. 


It is cuſtomary, and a piece of good policy, 


to give yearly penſions in order to draw over and | 


engage to ſtay in any country able maſters in ma- 


nufactures, fulling, dying, and other works, either 


to introduce theſe ſorts of buſineſſes, or to improve 


ſuch as have been already eſtabliſhed, by advanc. | 
ing them to a degree of perfection and goodneſs, | 
that is certain to make them eſteemed, and pro- 


cure them a market every where; as it is the caſe 


of the tapeſtries of Flanders, the cloths of Abbe- 
ville, England, and Holland, as alſo the ſilks of 
Lyons in France; but theſe penſions ought alſo to 
be regulated according to the circumſtances of the 
perſons, and the advantages ariſing from the in- 


genuity, or ability of each perſon. 


To artificers or workmen ſetting up new and 
profitable manufactories it is uſual alſo to allow | 
for a certain term, an immunity from all trouble- | 
ſome offices, houſes to live in, workſhops, and 
a diſpenſation from ſome duties; inſtances of | 
which I have already produced, particularly in | 
the 25 chapter, and at the ſame time for a far- 
ther encouragement, ſums of money have been 
granted to enable them to bear the firſt expence, | 
which uſually runs high. But in reſpect to this | 
advance of money, or the other encouragements 
we are as little able to preſcribe ſtated rules, as | 
there muſt neceſſarily be a variety of caſes, ac- | 

cording | 


e 8 n Fee 1 
8 : 


benefits that will ariſe from the undertaking. 
However, it will be always prudent and neceſ- 
fary for them to give ſufficient ſecurity to repay 
at ſtated times all moneys, that ſhall be advanc- 
ed, and to ſet up and maintain the manufactories 
and other works, which they have laid themſelves 
under an obligation to do, both in reſpect to the 
number of looms, the quality of the manufacture, 
and the time that ſhall be ſtipulated with them; 
all of them circumſtances very eſſential, and which 


it behoves us to explain and covenant very fully; 


for ſhould there be a failure in any one of them, 
the main purpoſe would not be attained, all the 
pains and all the indulgences, that had been diſpenſ- 


ed them, thrown away, and the prince have a juſt 


right to keep back what had been offered on his 
ide; as alſo to put their bonds in execution, and 
if there be ſtill a deficience to call upon their ſe- 
curities immediately to replace the money, that 
had been advanced, and to return the houſes and 
other things in the ſtate and condition they were 
received, And yet it will be always reaſon- 
able to ſhew ſome favour and moderation, and 


not treat them with the utmoſt rigour, when it 


ſhall appear that the miſcarriage or miſcarriages 
aroſe from accidents, that could not be foreſeen, 
and not from villany or a deliberate intent to de- 
fraud; both becauſe they merit indulgence, as 


they erred involuntary, and for fear the rigour, 


they ſhall be treated with, diſcourage the honeſt 
man from entring into like covenants and under- 


1 takings. 


As often as maſters or directors faithfully exe- 


tute what they undertake and covenant, and from 
Vor. II. 8 the 
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the eſtabliſhment and continuance of their manu 
factures there will enſue great advantages to the 
publick, it is alſo cuſtomary, and good policy to 
remit them a part, or even the whole of the ad- 
vance money, for it may ſerve as the reward and 
a new encouragement, and alſo be a means of 
railing emulation in others to project other things, 
that are conducive to the publick intereſt. 
It is uſual alſo to grant an excluſive privilege 


of this kind, that for a certain number of years | 
no other perſon manufacture the commodities, | 


they are under an obligation to introduce and eſta- 


bliſh. But before we ever diſpenſe indulgences 
of this nature, we ought to conſider the affair | 


thoroughly; and when for ſpecial reaſons it i; 
found abſolutely neceſſary in order to obtain our 


end, they are even then to be limited and guard- | 
ed with the utmoſt care, leaſt they be converted 
into monopolies, that are of great profit to the 
proprietor, but of the utmoſt prejudice to the | 
publick ; moreover, in diſpenſing them, though | 
it be with all poflible precaution, it ought at leaſt | 
to be attended with the following circumſtances, | 
of its being a new fabrick in Spain, and very dit- | 
ficult to be ſet on foot, that there will enſue an 
improvement to commerce, and a conſiderable | 
advantage to the publick, as it happened in France, 
and lately in Spain, in order to revive, and eſta- 
bliſh glaſs houſes, To this end was granted an 
excluſive privilege for a certain number of years, | 
in conſideration of its being an undertaking of 
great fatigue and conſiderable charge, and as the f 
event is uncertain, they put to great riſk all their ¶ qui 
pains, and money employed in it, as I {et forth 


more clearly in the 624 chapter, 


Lewis | 
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Lewis XIV. king of France, in the year 1665, 
during the miniſtry of John Baptiſt Colbert, 
granted alſo an excluſive privilege, and other ad- 
vantages in order to ſettle a tin manufacture in 
ſeveral parts of that kingdom, as it is a very uſe- 


ful commodity, and of great conſumption every 


where; and at the expiration of the term cove- 
nanted, the patent was renewed in the year 1695, 
in Aout of Iſaac Robelin, engineer director of 


the fortifications of Burgundy, and company, to 


which partnerſhip it was renewed for another 
term 1n the year 1700, as appears from the pa- 
tent granted them. Inſomuch that this manu- 
facture is not now engrofſed, and carried on in 
Saxony alone in the cautious manner ſome perſons 
imagine ; ſince we find it many years ago ſet up 
in ſeveral parts of France, whence other coun- 
tries: might without great difficulty obtain the ſe- 
cret, eſpecially as it 1s experienced, that its labour 


and traffick ſucceeds in that kingdom, and turns 


out a great intereſt to the publick. And as it is a 
matter of conſequence, that the manufacture be 
alſo ſet up in Spain, where the conſumption of 


it is very great, oth by ſea and land, to this end 


may be diſpenſed immunities and other provi- 


ſions, that ſhall be thought adequate, having an 


eye to ſuch as have been granted in France. But 
we are always to be very careful, that the term 

of the privilege (if it be excluſive) be granted for 
is ſhort a time as poſſible, and under due limita- 
tions, in order that the manufacture and traffick 


fit, both at home and abroad may be freely and 


quickly extended, Nor dol apprehend there is 
any other manufacture, or fabrick we want to be 
kt on foot, and eſtabliſhed, that neceſſarily de- 
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mands of us the like excluſive privilege, ſince 
other advantages of an inferior kind, and attend- 
ed with leſs inconvenience will prove ſufficient 


for attaining our purpoſe, as I ſhall now prove. 


| When goods undertaken to be manufactured by 
private hands are nearly of the ſame ſort, as ſome 
already made in the country, and though they 
may be of ſuperior quality, as it is from this very 
lupertority, that with a little diligence they may be 
imitated in their own manufactures, there will be 
no reaſon to. grant the privileges, indulgences, 
and other diſtinguiſhing encouragements, which 
ſome have moved for, as in ſuch caſes they ought 


to be common and general ; for any thing fingu- 


lar or excluſive would be a great prejudice to other 
manufactures of the kingdom, which being of | 
equal moment, or little inferior, may with equal 


_ propriety claimand enjoy the ſame advantage ; and | 


| 
| 
| 
if they ſhould not obtain it, the conſequence will | | 
certainly be, that favouring a branch we ſhall de- 
ſtroy the root. ..- | 
Same have allo attempted to procure a patent . 
to ſet up 20, or 30, ſilk Jooms in this capital, in- r 
cludirg ſome of gold and filver ſtuff, on condi- 
tion, that for a certain term, there ſhould not 
be ſet up in the city, and 20 leagues round about, f 


any other manufacture, than theirs, for tiſſue, and 13 
fils flowered with gold or filver, which at that 5 
time were allowed to be worn. But ſuch a pa- 8 
tent, in my opinion, ought never to be granted; FF 4 
eſpecially as the project is not, nor was it at that WF . 
time, ſetting up a new fabrick; for looms to | 
weave tiſſue, and filks flowered with gold and Gs 
flver, which was their propoſal, were already f. 
cſtablithed in this capital by an able maſter from 


ar 


Ls _— 


of COMMERCE, &. 261 
Lyons in France, who came with ſkilful hands, 
and worked at them by virtue of a grant from, and 


under the direction of his preſent majeſty; beſides 
that ſuch a privilege would come to be a mono- 


poly very injurious to the publick (eſpecially in 


the very heart of Spain) and entirely diſcouraging 


to the reſt of his majeſty's ſubjects, and reſtraan 


their attempting many other very uſeful fabricks, 
both in Madrid and Toledo, Segovia, Guadalax- 
ara, and other towns of note, that come within 
that vaſt diſtrict of 20 leagues round the capital, 
which is a circuit of 40 leagues diameter, and 
comprehends 1400 ſquare leagues; a territory fo 
large, that there 1s a potent republick of lefs ex- 
tent. Thus inſtead of cheriſhing and enlarging 


the manufacture and commerce of this kingdom, 


it would narrow and reduce them lower. For by 


favouring 20 or 30 looms in Madrid, a thing of 
ſmall conſequence to the publick in general, it 
would defeat, and render impracticable the grand 


project of reviving and augmenting them within 


the ſaid diſtrict to the thouſands, that were for- 


merly at work, eſpecially in Toledo, and in great 
perfection. 


Application has been alſo made by others, and 


ſome have obtained the privilege of telling in Ma- 


drid, and all over Spain, cloth of their own fa- 
brick, without paying the Alcavala, Cientos, or 


any other duty, which is, or ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 


that is, for the firſt ſale, and during the term of 
a patent. This is alfo liable to great objection on 
account of the frauds, that by this means may be 


committed, by importing and ſelling foreign goods 


free of all duty in cities, towns and places all over 
this peninſula, in prejudice to the king's revenue, 


Eo. | and 
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and our own. manufactures, without any poſſi. 
bility of detecting thoſe frauds, even by a pre- 
caution, that the goods ſhall bear the mark, and 


proofs of being their own fabrick; for both of | 


them are often counterfeited, and eafily miſtaken, 
eſpecially as marks and ſeals are not known in 
many cities and towns very remote from the parts, 
where they are manufactured. It is with a view 
to prevent theſe cheats, that in the g6t* chapter 


J propoſe the immunity from the Alcavala and 


Cientos on all woven goods, to be only at the firſt 
hand or ſale, and within the very place, where 
they ſhall be woven, and where the ſigning of the 
witneſſes cannot be miſtaken, or the marks and 
other circumſtances of ſuch goods falſified, eſpe- 
cially as the farmer, and others intereſted in the 
revenue, are at hand. 1 
Nor have others forgot to put in for a liberty 
to ſhip for the Indies cloths of their own fabrick, 
as well in the flota, as in the galeons and regiſter 
ſhips, exempt from all duties of entry into Cadiz, 
and on exportation for thoſe kingdoms, a grant 
that would be allo diſadvantageous. Firſt, on pre- 
tence of being goods of their own fabrick, they 
might import and ſhip under that immunity many 
Foreign commodities; nor can the utmoſt pre- 
caution ſuffice to prevent it. Secondly, this fin- 
gular indulgence would be injurious to the city of 
Toledo, Sevil, Granada, and other towns, whot: 
inhabitants and manufactures poſſeſs an equal 
_ claim to any indulgence whatſoever, that may be 
diſpenſed to any private trader, that does not pre- 
tend to any extraordinary advantage in point 0 
quality; and it was by no means the caſe of thoſe, 
who petitioned for this indulgence, It is — 
that 
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that they exceeded little or nothing the ſilks that 
are manufactured in Valencia, Sevil, and other 
parts of Spain; and particularly the ſilks, that 
are moſt in demand, and find the greateſt con- 


ſumption at all times, and in all places, eſpecially 


ſince the very wiſe prohibition of the wear of 
every thing that has gold or ſilver in it, has been 
eſtabliſhed. And as both were allowed to be 
equal in goodneſs, or if there were ſome trifling 
difference it was eaſy to make it up: in my ap- 
prehenſion, ſhould any favour be indulged in the 


duties or other reſpects, it ought to be on the fide 


of the fabricks of cities, ſuch as thoſe I have 
named, fince every one of them, as a community, 
and for their great ſervices, ceteris paribus, 


litick and unjuſt to indulge a few manufactures 
of private perſons upon no reaſonable plea with 


ſon I have taken particular care in all the reduc- 
tions, and other encouragements, which I have 
recommended in favour of commerce and manu- 


ſhall ever perſiſt in the opinion, unleſs very par- 
n- ticular caſes demand an exception, as ſometimes 
of it does finda place in general proviſions, and upon 
oleſſ] the very principle of an equal diſtribution of juſ- 


indulgences into execution, an equality may the 
better be preſerved in diſtributing relief, juſt as 
ſtronger and more coſtly medicines are adminiſ- 
tred for a cure under dangerous diſeaſes, while 

8 4 in 


ought to be preferred. And it would be impo- 


immunities and other indulgences, that are denied 
to thoſe of the reſt of the kingdom. For this rea- 


factories, that the whole kingdom be upon an 
equal footing under the fame circumſtances, and 


tice, in order that at the time of carrying thoſe 
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in maladies of an inferior kind health is recover. 
able by gentle phyſick. 

1 cannot conclude this chapter without a re. 
mark, that cheriſhing and preſerving manufacto- 
ries by indulgences, and other reaſonable encourage. 
ments, is a more ſure and effectual method, than 

that of an adminiſtration to the uſe of the crown, 
For upon the latter plan we are expoſed to the 
loſſes and miſcarriages, which it is plain muſt 
happen, whenever they are not managed by per- 
ſons of underſtanding and fortune, who diſpoſe 
and execute them at their own riſk, and are ſup- 
ported and encouraged by ſome privileges and in- 
dulgences, that may ſafely be diſpenſed : We hare | 
examples in France, eſpecially in that glorious and 
long reign of Lewis XIV. to ſhew us, that by this 
and no other means were eſtabliſhed and preſerv- | 
ed the prime fabricks of cloths in Sedan, Abbe- | 
ville, and other parts of his kingdom ; and the fame 
has been obſerved in other parts of Europe. It 
is certain, that adminiſtrations to the uſe of the 
crown in manufactures of this kind are greatly 
clogged, and attended with conſiderable expence; 
and even after great pains and charge they very 
ſeldom advance to any conſiderable degree of per- 
fection, eſpecially in large monarchies, where a 
variety of other intereſting aftairs of government 
cannot give place, and permit this particular tran- 
ſaction to be purſued with ſteadineſs and vigour, 
which is requiſite, otherwiſe it will be defeated 
for want of ſupplies in ſome articles, or by 
loſſes in others, as it is uſually the caſe, and at 
this very time experienced in the manufacture of 
Guadalaxara, which conſumes even more than 
the provincial revenues of the whole province, and 
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yet the revenue is annually a conſiderable ſum in 
arrears. Theſe are diſadvantages, that do not be- 
fal undertakings of this kind, when they depend 
upon a private perſon, who at his own expence 
can provide every thing in ſeaſon, and ſet every 
engine at work, that ſelf-intereſt or induſtry cen 
ſuggeſt, as inſtrumental in promoting the ſucceſs 
of it, without making any dependance upon fo- 
reign helps, that for reaſons abovementioned, are 
uſually flower and leſs effectual. 


CHA P.XCIX. 


Fabricks of curious filks and fine cloths thrive beſt 
in large towns. The neceſſity of allowing ex- 
| traordinary immunities to the filk manufacto- 
) ries of Madrid, Toledo, Cordova, Sevil, and other 


of tapeſtry, and giving encouragement to able 
dyers; that in all immunities and indulgences, 
hereafter diſpenſed, there be always inſerted this 
provi ſionary clauſe, for the preſent, as it may 
be proper to make ſome amendments in them af- 
terwards. | 


g& = we — e et O0CvU 


Otwithſtanding the hopes I entertain of en- 
N larging and very much improving our ma- 


2 


l 


1 


and wool, by the proviſion made in the foregoing 
„chapters, I am of opinion, that in order to ſettle 
d ſome of them on a good footing, and inſure ſuc- 
Lees, we ſhall be obliged to make ſome particular 
t WM regulations, as a ſupplement to thoſe, that have 
MW been recommended to be general; for it is obſerv- 


able, that however careful I may have been to 
preſerve an equality every where, woven and other 
goods 


cities, The importance of enlarging the fabric 


nufactories all over Spain, eſpecially thoſe of ſilk 
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goods manufactured in great cities will be under 
ſjome diſadvantage, and muſt coſt more, becauſe 
proviſions and other commodities conſumed by 
the workmen will be dearer in thoſe places. It 
will therefore be reaſonable to allow ſomething 
to working hands in thoſe cities, beyond that of 
{mall or middling places, that all may be upon x 
par in the enjoyment of theſe indulgences; at leaſt, 
Tet it be done in behalf of the fabricks of curions 
filks and ſuperfine cloths, which it behoves us 
more particularly to encourage; for as to ordinary 
cloths and ſtuffs there are a great many manufac- 
tories of them in the kingdom, for our own con- 
ſumption, and we can eafily make an addition 
for the foreign trade. U 
This dearneſs, or advanced price of every thing 
in large towns, proceeds from ſeveral cauſes; the 
principal of which is, that notwithſtanding the 
king's duty be equally charged every where, it is 
collected with more rigour and leſs indulgence in 
the great towns, which are uſually under admi- 
niſtration; ſince they cannot in the general be 
compounded for, as the ſmall and middling places 
uſually are, To this I may add, that in large 


cities the municipal Arbitrios, or impoſts, are allo | 


more numerous, and run high, owing to the cur- 
rent charges of the community, and debts upon 
it, eſpecially at Madrid, where upon account of 
frequent expences of a publick nature, and a noble 
ambition of raiſing extraordinary ſubſidies for the 
king's ſervice, their hands have been ſo open and 


liberal, that ſeveral ſorts of proviſion, what with F 


the royal duties and the city exciſes, pay much 
more than their intrinſick value. 


Another 
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Another principal cauſe is, that as the conſump- 
tion of proviſions, &c. is always in proportion to 
the number of inhabitants every thing muſt be 


dearer; for as the neighbourhood has not enough 


to ſpare, it is abſolutely neceſſary for them to fetch 
ſupplies at adiſtance, ſo that by repeated and grow- 
ing charges from the carriage, and the many hands 
they paſs through, the conſequence will be a con- 
fiderable riſe and advance in the prices, when 


they come to the place, where they are to be fold 


and conſumed. 
To this plea, ſome will give for anſwer, what 

have already remarked in converſation, viz. that 

great Cities are by no means adapted to the eſta- 


biſhment and ſubſiſtence of numerous fabricks, 


and that they may be ſet up more conveniently, 
and will thrive beſt in middling and ſmall places. 
But there is no need to ſay a great deal to expoſe 
the weakneſs of this notion; for when the con- 
trary is evinced by an experience, that has gene- 


rally prevailed, and for whole ages, we ſhall pay 


little regard to theory and ſpeculation. 

There 1s no queſtion but cloths and other wo- 
ven goods, middling and coarſe, may be manu- 
factured any where, and without difficulty, for 
as moſt of them are not of a delicate texture, the 
fabrick is attainable, as well in a village as in a 


city. But as to rich filks, ſuperfine cloths, and 


other curious goods, we cannot deny, but they 


have been time immemorial eſtabliſhed on a bet- 


ter footing, and more ſucceſsfully in cities and 


large towns, either becauſe there is a greater con- 


ſumption of them in the very place itſelf, and the 
manufacturer finds a ready vent, diſpoſing of them 
himſelf, without the trouble of cuſtom houſes, 
| Or 


* — * 
—— — — — 
— - I 4 - _— n 


a 1 eters Amn———_— - - »_ 2 — — 

8 be — 8 2 8 I 2 = AC 4 * 
r no , — : 
E .rar dat . : ——_ —— 
— A” — — 2 * 3 


E OR IB 
— Sn 
NP. 2 uy 
———., 


— 2 2 


— omg 


<P 2» 


if 
} 
ö 
| 


268 The TRHEORVY and PRAcT ICE 


or the riſk and charge of carriage and factors; ot bu 
becauſe there are many merchants that live upon IM *2 
the ſpot, buy up all ſorts of merchandiſe, and af. fit 
ter wards tranſmit them toother provinces of Spain, Va 
or to foreign parts, to be ſold on their own ac- bl 
count ; or it ariſes from other ſecret ſprings, that ral 
are beyond our apprehenſion, but eaſy to be dif. n 
tinguiſhed by the effects; for it is notorious, that 10 
this rich manufacture flouriſhes moſt in cities and I * 
great towns. A proof of it we ſee in Amſterdam 
and Leyden in the province of Holland, which 
are not leſs famous for their many good manufac. 
tures, than their number of inhabitants. T he ſame 
is true of Bruſſels, Antwerp, and Lifle in the ca- 
tholick Netherlands, and of that rich and great 
city of London, that in number of inhabitants 
vyes with the largeſt in Europe; nay many per- 
ſons inſiſt upon its being the greateſt of all; and 
yet we find there in a flouriſhing {tate many prime 
manufactories of filk, wool, &c. that enlarge its 
commerce and wealth. 
But we have examples nearer home to ſupport | 
this propoſition, in Paris, Lyons, Roan, and 
Tours, which are the moſt populous towns in 


all France, and yet, that they are very much en- g 
riched by a variety of delicate manufactures, is 
known to all the world, And if we paſs the 0 


Alps, we ſhall find Italy under the very ſame cu- K 
cumſtances; however different its elimate and the | 
genius of the inhabitants; for, excepting Rome, i © 
' whoſe grandeur is raiſed upon a nobler founda- I 
tion, it is manifeſt, that its moſt populous towns, | © 
Turin, Milan, Genoa, Venice, Florence, Naples, 
and Meſſina, are the places, where their curious F 
manufactories flouriſh moſt, And if we return to 
Ae our 
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our own country, the kingdom of Spain, we can- 
not deny, that its largeſt towns, next to the ca- 
pital, are Sevil, Granada, Cordova, Murcia, and 
Valencia, and that in theſe very cities were eſta- 
bliſhed and preſerved for whole ages the gene- 
rality of the beſt manufactures of the whole pe- 
ninſula, and ſome traces and appearances of it {till 
ſubſiſt. And if Toledo had a variety of curious 
fabricks, and Segovia its ſtaple of ſuperfine cloths, 
in the times they were in the higheſt eſteem, both 


in Europe and the Indies, it will alſo be ſeen, that, 


theſe fabricks moſt flouriſhed in thoſe two cities, 


when they were much more populous than they 


are at preſent ; a direct proof, that large towns 


are really the center and proper place for curious 


manufactures, either becauſe of their being eſta- 
bliſhed with greater eaſe, and better maintained 
in ſuch places, or having once begun in middling 
or ſmall towns, theſe uſually grow large and 
wealthy, in proportion as the fabricks improve 
and flouriſh; ſo that either from their own na— 
ture, or their effects, manufactories are never very 
numerous any but in large towns. As then 
proviſions, houſe rent, and other neceſſaries con- 
ſumed by the workmen, are dearer in theſe places 


for the reaſons already given, we ſeem obliged to 


encourage and cheriſh their manufactures with 
farther indulgences, than have been aſked for the 
kingdom in general, in order to diſpoſe things in 
ſuch a manner, that the ſame fabricks may every 


where bear the ſame price, or with ſmall diffe- 


rence, 

I have already intimated that both the duties of 
the king and the city are exceſſive at Madrid, 
However, as our monarchs reſide, and have a 

ſplendid 
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ſplendid court there, and its inhabitants are very 
numerous, and its ſituation in the center of all 
Spain, it may be a very proper place, and calcu. 


lated for an eſtabliſhment, and a ſpeedy, progreſ | 


in curious manufactories, as well on: theſe ac. 
counts, as the other motives: I mentioned, and 
which are generally found in all large/towns, and 
_ favour the conſumption and ſale of their own ma. 
nufacture. But then we ſhall be obliged to en- 
courage the maſters and workmen by ſome far. 
Mer indulgence; | la 


By an order of October 6, 1712. his majeſty 


was pleaſed to grant Franciſco Vazquez a patent 


for ſetting up in this metropolis twelve or more | 
looms for weaving tiſſue, gold and ſilver ſtuffs, 


filks, fattins, damaſks, ſhags, noblefles, ſayas de 
reyna, ſegries, taffetas, and other things, &c. dur- 
ing the ſpace of 20 years, with the privilege of 
entring in this city a hundred weight of filk free 


of all duties for each of thoſe 20 years, and for 


each loom, that he ſhould keep going; and*alſo 
an indulgence of ten arrobs of wine, ten of oyl, 


and ten of ſoap, for each of the ſaid 20 years, and | 


for each loom, that he ſhould fet up, and keep 


at work, exempt from taxes of every kind, that } 
are chargeable upon theſe commodities, and with | 
a liberty to ſell at the firſt hand every thing ma- 
nufactured in theſe looms by wholeſale or retail, 
either in the manufactory, or in ſhops entred both | 
in and out of the city, or any other part of Spain, 
exempt from the Alcayalas, Cientos, and all other | 
duties, by making it appear that ſuch goods were 
of his fabrick; and really the manufacture was 
ſeitled upon a good footing, and ſupported itſelt 
to the preſent year 1724, when the ſaid Francilco | 
| Vazquez | 
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Vazquez was obliged to abandon it from misfor- 
tunes he fell into, independant of the ſaid ma- 
nufactures. 

J have already ſhewn in ſeveral places, but 
more particularly from the fifth to the tenth chap- 
ter incluſive, that neither the king's revenue, nor 
the Arbitrios of towns ſuffer any diminution from 
theſe indulgences; but that they are rather greatly 
improved by them, and it ſeems a point fo fully 
proved, that I need ſay no more on that head. 
However, as the manufacture of ſilks in this city 


time, I think farther and ſufficient improvements, 
both in quantity and quality, are now attainable, 
though we thould abate ſome thing of the indul- 
gences abovementioned ; therefore it will be ex- 
pedient to reſolve and lay down for a general rule, 
that whoever (hall ſet up and work in this capi- 


other filks, either with or without mixture of 
gold or ſilver, in caſe the breadth of the filks be 
two thirds of a Caſtile yard, thall be entitled to 
enter, free of all duties, exciſes, and Arbitrios, ten 
arrobs of wine, eight of oyl, and eight of ſoa 

yearly for each of the looins he (hall keep at work, 
and they be not fewer than lix ; and that in re- 
ſpect to ſilk, he may enter allo 80 pounds year- 
ly for each of the ſaid looms, not chargeable with 
any duty on the ſcore of entry in the cuſtom houſe, 


what I propoſed in chapter 97, in favour raw of 
blk. But it ought to be on condition, that all the 
ix, or more looms. are under the ſame roof; for 
if they {hould be divided, and in ſeveral places, 
it would be ditiicult for the board of trade to viſit 

EET and 
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has been enlarged and much improved ſince that 


tal at leaſt ſix broad looms of tiſſue, perſians, and 


or ſale, or any other pretence, in conſequence of 
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and ſcrutiniſe ſo particularly into this affair, as is 
uſual from time to time, and indeed neceſſary, 
or it would not be proper to grant any immy. 
nity whatſoever. 

As to anexemption from duties upon the firſt 


fale, and the manner of carrying it into execy. | 


tion, I refer to chapter 96. 
It will be alſo an affair of no ſmall importance 


to extend the fabrick of ſilk ſtockings in Madrid, 
where it is well known there is a great conſump- 


tion; and as a proportionable number of hands 
is not employed in this manufacture, the indul- 
gences propoſed for every ſilk loom of the breath 
above mentioned, may, I think, be granted to 
every two looms of ſilk ſtockings ; provided the 
maſter be intitled to 1t only, when he has at 


leaſt twelve looms going, which correſpond to the 
other fix; and on condition, that all the twelve be | 
at work under the ſame roof. 1 

The conſumption of ribbons is at the ſame | 
time conſiderable, though it be not ſo great as 
formerly, from a change in our faſhions; and | 
as this commodity generally finds a market every 


where, it is our intereſt to cheriſh the manufac- 


ture in Madrid, and with this view diſpenſe to | 
every three ribbon looms the fame immunities | 


and indulgences propoſed for one ſilk loom, ob- 


ferving alſo this condition, that theſe looms, | 


which cannot be fewer than 18, are to be under 


the fame roof, for reaſons already given, But it 


may be fo ordered, that though the looms of any 


of the above three ſorts, under the ſame roof, 
ſhould belong to more than one proprietor, they 
may nevertheleſs enjoy the fame exemptions an 
indulgences, whenever they are in the ſame 
2 5 houſe, 
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houſe, and come up to the number, that has been 
ſettled. - 

Notwithſtanding the impoſts upon provifions 
are not in any other part of Spain ſo exceſſive, as 
we find them in Madrid, yet they are very high 
at Toledo, Jaen, Cordova, Sevil, Granada, and 
Murcia, where is ſtill preſerved at leaſt the root 
of the ancient manufactories; and it will contri- 
bute very much towards a revival and improve- 


ment of them, if we allow their weavers the 


lame immunity and indulgence, I recommend to 
thoſe at Madrid, with this difference only, that 
the 80 pound of filk allowed to each filk loom, 


ribbon looms, be reduced to 72 pounds, and the 
ten arrobs of wine, eight of oil, and eight of 
ſoap, propoſed in favour of each filk loom, and 
of two and three of the other ſorts, be reduced to 
eight arrobs of wine, fix of oil, and fix of ſoap. 
If in any other city or large town under the 


any perfons be willing to ſet up this kind of ma- 
mfacture, and afterwards make application for 
the ſame privileges and immunities, whether it be 
2 Woily reviving ana improving a decayed fabrick, 
S s eſtabliſhing a new one, a due regard ſhould 
te paid to their petition, the foundation of it ex- 
» Wiwnined into, and ſuch helps afforded them, as 
ball be thought ſufficient, not exceeding the pro- 
t oſals made in favour of the reſt. 

14A s it is eaſier in the ſaid cities to take an ac- 
f, Hount of, and ſuperviſe the fabricks, as they are 
J Whlces of leſs concourſe, and have fewer inhabi- 
d Wants than Madrid, it ſhould be ſo ordered, that 
e ey may enjoy theſe immunities and indulgences, 


Vor. II. F even 
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to every two {ilk ſtocking looms, and every three 


crown of Caſtile, where proviſions ſhould be dear, 


—— — ( 


charge, and under the direction of his majeſty, 
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even when their looms do not exceed four {Ml 9 
filks, eight for ſtockings, and 12 for ribbon, Ml 6 
But in every other reſpect the rules and precau- W 
tions J laid down for thofe of Madrid are to h 1; 
obſeryed; and the ſaid immunities in the article; MW 4; 
of filk, wine, oil, and ſoap, ſhould be underſtood at 
to extend, and accordingly be extended to all the th 
king's duties, as well as the exciſes, Arbitrios, and it 
all impoſitions whatever laid by towns, being ſen. N ad 
fible that none of theſe revenues will be impaired w. 
on this account, but rather augmented conſider. MW aft 
ably, as I have often intimated. qu 

Though Valladolid merits as much confiders. MW 
tion, as the other cities I have named, I did not be 
think proper to recommend it to the ſame immu. Meter 
nities, as I am convinced it does not ſtand in neei Here 


of them, ever ſince the conſiderable reduction hifwe 
majeſty was pleaſed to make in its compoſitionWihe 


to the revenue in the year 1722 ; for by this in- Nof⸗ 
dulgence alone their fabricks of filk and woolWhc! 


may be enlarged and improved, as will appearWiuc, 


from the royal decree, inſerted in the 44 chap- 
ter, 1 85 : 

Nor have I recommended to theſe indulgence; 
Valencia, or any other city under the crown of 
Aragon, as I refer the conſideration of their cast 
to other chapters, where I ſhall propoſe ſuch me- 
ſures, as appear to me beſt ſuited to their different 
conſtitution, and likely to improve and enlarge 
the manufactories and commerce of thoſe pro- 
vinces. 

A fabrick of fine tapeſtry, in imitation of 
Flanders, has been ſet on foot near Madrid, at the 


and as it has already taken root in the heart offen 
Spain, 
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Spain, and poſſeſſes an advantage of plenty of 
filk, wool, and dying goods, very proper for ſuch 
a work, it can be no dithcult undertaking to en- 
large this branch; and it greatly behoves us to 
do it; for as the commodity is much eſteemed, 


ind of great conſumption, we ſhall thus prevent 


the extraction of our money, and extend our trade, 


tt being natural to imagine, that favoured by theſe 


advantages it will be advanced to perfection, and 

ive ſhall have ſuch plenty in this kingdom, that 

-W eftcr ſupplying our own demands, we can ſend 
quantities to a foreign market, 


The better to extend this manufacture it will 


be expedient to procure a great number of maſ- 
„Jers and workmen from Flanders, by means of 
a eratuities, penſions, and other indulgences, that 
ve may enlarge it by degrees; or elſe put it into 
the hands of private perſons, men of fortune, and 


ch indulgences as are proper, and likely to give 
lucceſs, having one thing always in our view, that 
tere be employed and educated in the art as great 
number of Spaniards, and other ſubjects of his 
majeſty as poſſible ; and it will not be difficult to 
btain proper perſons, for ſome of our own boys, 

hat were put out apprentices in the ſaid fabrick, 

Ire already very much improved in the bufineG, 
ſpecially fince they had an able maſter to teach 
bem drawing, which is the foundation for a 
arick of good tapeſtry, as their capital works 
ye even with painters. On this and other con- 
oliderations, to form ſuch an eſtabliſhment or ma- 
theſutacture, and ſecure its progreſs and perfection, 

ſty har firſt ſtep ſeems to be providing good draughtſ- 
ohren and limners for the inſtruction of our youth, 

ain, 1 N 


ofa turn to things of this nature, and grant them 
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that ſhall be employed in them; and the prime 
manufactory of table linen at Coruna 3 IS a con- 


firmation of it; for it is made there after what. c 
ever patterns or deſigns people pleaſe, and by na- 4 
tives, who happened about 40 years ago to be 8 
taught by ſome Flemiſh maſters, and ever fince ; 
his majeſty has been ſupplied with this comme. Fl 

dity for his own table, and the conſumption and WY er 
uſe of all his royal palaces. 

Lewis XIV. was particularly anxious in ſettling 10 
and improving this manufacture; and it muſt be , 
owned that he went beyond the fabricks of Flar-| 

ders, from whence he procured his able maſtery 5 
With the delicate tapeſtries, he cauſed to be n 
wrought, this prince not only ornamented his ,1 
many ſumptuous palaces, but to raiſe its repu- I en 
tation in other courts, uſed to make a preſent cf ut 
it to embaſſadors and other miniſters, in lieu of a 
the jewels it was cuſtomary to preſent them at 4 
their audience of leave. He did the ſame to other ,, 
great perſonages, whom he thought Proper, ol ot 
was inclined to honour, 

Though the company or trade of good cher N 
in ſilk and wool are but few every where, it is to " 
be conſidered, that upon this art or myſtery we o 
depend for one of the moſt eſſential recommen-· I , 
dations of our woven goods, and what procure & 
them the readieſt vent; both at home and abroad c 
for it will turn to ſmall account, that the mat, 
rials are good and well wrought up, unleſs the 
mixture and colours be anſwerable, and gratefv., 
to the eye of the purchaſer. It may. be ſaid, that fn 

a piece of cloth, or any other ſort of goods il dv 
ed is much the lame, as if it was very muclll ge 
ſtained, th 
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The importance of a good dye is alſo con- 
firmed by experience. The great eſteem, and 
univerſal market, which the ſilks of Lyons have 
obtained 1n all the four quarters of the world, pro- 
ceed more from the livelineſs of the colours, and 
1 happy fancy in diſpoſing them, than all other 
things put together. As then we can give due 
encouragement to dyers for a trifling reward, be- 
cauſe they are few in number, and by this means 
ſecure one of the principal perfections, theſe goods 
want to recommend themſelves, and come to a 
good market every where, I eſteem it our intereſt, 
to let nothing be charged upon maſter dyers 
in the provinces of the crown of Caſtile for any 
thing relative to this craft, to the Alcavalas, Ci- 
entos, Millones, or any other taxes, even to make 
vp the compoſition of the place they live in, or 
upon any other account, and that they pay only 
the impoſts upon proviſions and commodities, 
which they ſhall purchaſe, and conſume, as all 
other families do. ee 

It will alſo be a proper encouragement to let 
them buy, free of all duties, a certain portion of 
dying ingredients ; and alſo their coppers, and 
other veſſels and utenſils neceſſary to the craft; 
and that the maſter be exempt from quartering, 
c. ſoldiers, and troubleſome offices; and in large 
cities, Where there are various manufactories, I 
would have them allowed a houſe capable both of 
receiving their family, and exerciſing their trade, 
atthe charge of the Arbitrios and Proprios of the 
aid towns, atrifling expence, and would yield 
vaſt benefits to the treaſury and the cities them- 


ſelves. For we may depend upon this, that let 


there be ever ſo many good manufactures, they 
IJ cannot. 
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cannot be preſerved, and all the pains and charge d 
we have been at in raiſing many of them will he il 
miſerably defeated, if we ſhall {till be in want of 4 
good dyers; for thoſe we have at preſent are few, Y 
and moſt of them not matters of their buſineſz 5 
But it is to be underſtood, that a title to theſe pri. 
vileges and advantages is giving ſatisfactory proof 
of their ability in the trade, and in an examination 
before the viſitors of the ſaid fabricks, by order of 
the intendant or corregidor, whom it ſhall con- 
cern; and with their aſſiſtance, or their depu- 
ties in order that their claim may be fairly made 
Out. 

In regulating and carrying into execution the 
immunities and indulgences, that have been pro- 
poſed in this and the preceding chapters, and 
what I ſhall mention in thoſe that follow, it may 
happen, that time and experience oblige us in 
prudenceto make ſome alterations; for it is often 
the caſe even in diſpoſitions that have been re- 
ſolved upon after a conſultation of the ableſt tri- Il * 
bunals, and determined by princes and repub- 
licks of the greateſt wiſdom, as appears from the 
many laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, and other natio- 
nal regulations, collected together in the body of 

ſtatutes, where we frequently, and from time to 
time find ſeveral variations, amending ſome, ex- 
plaining others, repealing many, and making all 
ſuch new laws as ſhall be judged proper, juſt as 
the times make neceſſary, and events ariſe in the 
courſe of things. It will therefore be no ſur- 
priſe, if the regulations or propoſals, which a | 
zeal for the ſervice of his majeſty, and the intereſt 
of the publick have put me upon, may in many 
inſtances be reformed for the better. But = 
tele 
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theſe indulgences, diſpenſed by his majeſty, may 


not be received as inviolable privileges, and it may 
appear not quite ſo harth, and with an air of no- 
velty, when on this very account ſome altera- 
tons ſhould be made, it will be very proper, that 
in the very patents, which his majeſty (hall grant, 
both for the immunities and other encourage- f 
ments abovementioned, and ſuch as I ſhall here- 


"Wl after propoſe, there be inſerted this proviſionary f 
Y clauſe, for the preſent, and during my pleaſure, j 
= | Mars a OE i 
; CHAE 0. 1 


Indulgences proper for the fabricks of cloths, ſer- i 
© ges, camblets, hats, bays, ſbaloons, and fine lin- i 
x nens, paper, rigging, fail cloth, Sc. Provi- 
a ons relating to manufattures made in the hoſ- 
7 pital of Madrid; enlarging our manufattories 
1 the moſt effeftual means to encourage the culti- 
vation and improvement of our lands. 


E have already a ſufficient number of 
fabricks of middling and ordinary cloths 
e for the home conſumption of Spain, and we have 
- Wl reaſon to expect an increaſe, as well as a market 
xf MW for them abroad, when we take off the tax upon 
o the firſt hand, reduce the duties chargeable at 
exportation, and give other encouragements re- 
ll UW commended in the chapters go, and 96. As to 
fine cloths we have not yet been able to arrive at 
c the perfection, and extraordinary goodneſs, we 
acknowledge to be in thoſe of France, England 
2 and Holland, and which for this very reaſon have 
ſt now the preference and higher value all over the 
y © world. For though the manufactory of Guada- 
at laxara, carried on at the charge and direction 
21 T 3 of 
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of his majeſty, produces cloth, that looks well 
and ſerviceable, it does not come up to the prime 
quality and worth of foreign cloths. This muſt 
needs be aſcribed to the difficulty of perfectingeſtab. 
liſhments of this kind at once; for they require 
time, and a ſteady application of meaſures, that 
tend to advance them towards perfection; and 
we may expect, by employing thoſe already pro- 
poſed, and introducing in that manufactory a few 
workmen, better ſkilled in weaving, ſhearipg, 
fulling, and preſſing, as alſo in dying, and mixing 
the white and dyed wools together, that they 
will ſoon improve, and come up to the beſt fa. 
bricks of England and France. But in my judg- 
ment, to ſucceed in this affair, it would be the 
beſt and ſureſt way to conſign it over to fome pri- 
vate - proprietors, perſons of underſtanding and 
fortune, who are to have the direction and con- | 
duct of it at their own riſk and charge, for the | 
reaſons I aſſigned at the cloſe of the 981 chap- | 
Since then we have already in this kingdom ma- 
ny fabricks of middling cloths, that without any 
great pains or charge may be raiſed to the perfec- | 
tion of thoſe that come from abroad, we ſeem to | 
be under no obligation to form a new eſtabliſh | 
ment, as well upon account of the great charge, 
that uſually attends it, as the uncertainty of the | 
ſucceſs, the time taken up in making ſuch ſettle- | 
ments, and its being the ſureſt and ſafeſt meaſure | 
to better thoſe we have, and increaſe the number | 
of loome, that are already going, eſpecially thoſe 
of Segovia, where for whole ages have centered | 
the beſt fabricks of Spain, and which are known | 
to have been very nymerous; and which 1s a | 
tainly | 
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tainly to be aſcribed to the ingenuity of her na- 
tives, the plenty and goodneſs of her wool, the 
convenience of water for ſcouring and fulling, and 
an advantageous ſituation in the heart of the king- 
dom, amidft fertile plains and mountains, that 
ſupply it with grain, wood, fleſh, and other ne- 
ceſſar ies at reaſonable prices. 

For theſe and other reaſons its manufaQures 


flouriſhed moſt, both in point of number and qua- 


lity, and were in high eſteem in Europe, as well 


as America, being the beſt and fineſt, that were 
known in ancient times, and till foreigners, by 


the vigorous meaſures of their governors, bettered 


and improved their cloths to the prime quality 


we meet with them in England and France ; 
while thoſe of Segovia, running in the old chan- 


nel, and quite unimproved, come now to be but 


a middling fort, when compared with the goods 


of thoſe two nations, which really go much be- 


yond them in fineneſs, beauty, and duration. 
However we may expect, that as Spain always 
furniſhes the fineſt wool, and beſt ingredients for 
dying, and her people are ſufficiently capable, 
and 1ngenious at imitating, and improving in 
theſe and other arts, whenever the exceſſive taxes 
and other clogs abovementioned, that render it 
impoſſible to ſucceed, ſhall be taken off, we 
ſhall be able to poſſeſs the ſame advantages, eſ- 
pecially, if, in order to gain time, we procure and 
ettle in Segovia, and other parts, ſome able maf- 


ers and other workmen, very ſKilful in the arts 
Jof weaving, ſhearing, fulling, preſiing, and dying; 

Iss alſo in mixing the white and dved wools toge- 
Ither in the manner practiſed in England and 
ether Kingdoms, that by communicating their 


know — 
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knowledge and manner to his majeſty's ſubject 
at firſt, we may extend and ſettle very ſoon the 
art of manufacturing cloth in that curious man- 
ner, which is ſo eagerly fought after, and necel- 
fary to procure it a market, both at home and 
abroad. To this end it will be alſo our 'buſineſ 
to lay down new rules and inſtructions, regulate- 
ing the quality and number of threads in the 
warp, a ſtandard or meaſure for the teeth of the 
flay through which they are to paſs, and the 
breadth of the piece, after it is milled; as alſo 
the manner of ſhearing, fulling, preſling, and 
other circumſtances, that contribute to its greater 
perfection and beauty, with due regard to what 
is the practice of England and France in all theſe 
reſpects. For though our weavers ſhould be 
inclinable to depart from ſome of their eſtabliſhed 
rules, in order to imitate the foreign fabricks, it 
zs not allowable, being contrary to the laws and 
_ ordinances made at a time, that we had no rea- 
ſon to better our cloths, as we now have; becauſe 
they were at that time the beſt that were made 
any where. 
From theſe and other conſiderations, it is my 
opinion, that over and above the proviſions J re- 
commended in the foregoing chapters, to ſerve as 
a general rule for improving theſe manufac- 
tures, and the vent of them, both at home and 
abroad, ſome particular indulgences ought to be 
diſpenſed to the fabricks of fine cloths in thoſe 
cities, that from their ſituation and other circum- 
ſtances ſhould favour an improvement in this ar- 
ticle, as well becauſe they really want farther en- 
couragemient to enable them to acquire the deli- 
cacy and goodneſs, oy ought to have; as that 
proviſion 
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proviſions are dearer in great towns, for the rea- 
ſons I have already given ſpeaking of the manu- 
facture of ſilks. In confideration, that Segovia, 
beſides the long poſſeſſion it has had of making 
the fineſt cloths, is a place beſt qualified and like- 
lieſt to ſucceed in it, it will be good policy, to 
place our main confidence in that city, and ac- 
cordingly order, that every perſon, who ſhall 
keep at leaſt four looms going, either in the city 
or ſuburbs, for ſuperfine cloths, from Fhirties in- 
cluſive, or of three thouſand threads to the warp, 
and in all other reſpects conformable to the in- 
ſtructions, that ſhall be laid down for inſuring the 


| goodneſs of them, ſhall be intitled to enter annu- 
ally, free of all duties, as well the king's, as the 
Alrbitrios, or exciſes of the city, eight arrobs of 
; wine, eight of oy], and eight of ſoap for every 
: luch loom, as he ſhall keep at work, provided 
they be not under the ſaid number of four, and 
c on condition that all the four, or more looms, in 
i caſe he ſhall have them, be under the ſame 
, roof, in order to prevent the inconveniences al- 
ready mentioned, This ſmall addition in favour 
6; of looms for ſuperfine cloths I recommend, be- 


cauſe they require more hands and materials than 
© he ſilk looms. 

As to wool, which is the material in the fa- 
brick of cloths, I have found, that it is bought in 
bme parts, chargeable with the Alcavala and Ci- 
tos, and in others exempt, a difference that is 
(wing among other things to this circumſtance, 
at many towns compound for their taxes, while 
ome are under adminiſtration. Therefore, in 
der that every weaver of fine cloths may be up- 


In 


In an equal footing, and have ſome indulgence 
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in this article, this diſpenſation might be allowed 
him, to buy and work up 20 arrobs of fine woo! 
yearly, and free of all duty, for each of the four 
looms, or any greater number, that he ſhall have 
at work, manufacturing cloths of the fineneſs and 
other circumſtances that have been determined, 

As to an immunity upon the ſale of cloths, ! 
refer to what has been already advanced in the 
96® chapter. 

In reſpect to the cities of Burgos, Palencia, and 
Soria, I eſteem them alſo well ſituated, and in 
poſſeſſion of every circumſtance, that favours the 
manufacture and vent of fine cloths, not to men- 
tion how much the city of Burgos ſtands in need 
of this and every other conſolation to redeem her 
from the wretchedneſs ſhe is reduced to by a de- 
cay of her trade. My opinion therefore is to al- 
low the fabricks of fine cloths in the three places 
abovementioned all the immunities and other 
advantages, which I propoſed in behalf of thoſe 
of Segovia, paying due regard inevery thing to all 
the reſtrictions and prudential rules in that caſe 
provided, 


The fituation and other circumſtances of Cua- 


dalaxara are alſo much in favour of a manufac- 
ture of fine cloths ; but ſo long as the royal fa- 
brick continues there, and to the uſe of the reve- 
nue, it will not be adviſable to encourage any other 
ſettlement on the accompt of private adventurers, 
for fear they embarraſs and prejudice each other. 
Neither theſe, nor any other indulgences do I 
recommend to the woollen manufactories of Val- 
ladolid, when I recollect the kind grant of his 
ma jeſty to that city, explained more particularly 
in te preceding chapter under the article of filks, 
ii 
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- ] imagine there are other cities and towns un- 
der the crown of Caſtile very well diſpoſed for 
fabricks of fine cloths; and if any of them 
ſhould apply for the ſame immunities, either to 
laya new foundation, or build upon an old fa- 
brick, their plea ought to be attended to, and, it 
well ſupported, all the encouragement given, that 
can be done with prudence, not exceeding what 


| has been propoſed in favour of Segovia; but to 


be always careful leaſt one fabrick, by too near a 
neighbourhood, diſtreſs another, and to give a 
preference to thoſe towns, whoſe fituation and 
other circumſtances lay the beſt claim, not for- 
getting, that the fineſt Spaniſh wool is the growth 
of ſeveral provinces and diſtricts of Old Caſtile, 
which has the advantage in this article, as the 
kingdoms of Sevil, Granada, Murcia, Valencia 


and other ſouthern provinces have the better con- 


venience of more delicate filk, than is produced 


in other parts. 


Though nonpareilles, flannels, and ſuch other 


light ſtuffs, are not of curious workmanſhip, it 


would be greatly for the benefit of this kingdom 
to introduce the fabricks, upon account of 
the vaſt demand for them, which I have already 
obſerved ; for I am convinced, that it is by theſe 


commodities, however trifling their value feems 


to be, foreigners drain us of more money, than 
by rich ſtuffs. Hence we ought to exert our- 
ſelves more vigorouſly in raiſing fuch a manu- 
facture, not by excluſive privileges, a ſcheme 
that may be attended with great diſadvantages, 
where a commodity has a great call, and is no 
ways curious in workmanſhip; but rather by 
drawing over from Liſle and elſewhere maſters 


and 
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and other workmen, and ſettling and ſupporting 
them for ſome years by penſions, dwelling houſes, 
workſhops, and other gratuities, that ſhall be 


thought proper, and becoming a project of ſuch 


vaſt importance; or elſe, by empowering any of 


his majeſty's ſubjects to undertake ſuch ſettle. | 


ment with the Ns of the ſame indulgences, 
But in this reſpect it is impoſſible to form certain 
rules before hand, as it is a tranſaction, that 
mult be adjuſted with the very maſters them- 


ſelves, or — 25 that are to be charged with the 


conduct of it at their own riſk. 
It would be alſo much to our advantage were 


ve to ſetup, and ſupport in this kingdom a fa- 


brick of camblets, fine ſhaloons and bays, in imi- 
tation of the Engliſh, and known by the name of 
Alconcher ; theſe three ſtuffs are in great call, 
both in Spain and the Indies; more eſpecially 
the two laſt; and in order to make ſuch an eſta- 
bliſhment, we may obſerve the fame rules I chalk- 
ed out for the nonpareilles and flannelss. 
The fabrick of hats merits alſo particular re- 
gard, both for the ſake of improving and enlarg- 
ing it, that we may no longer be obliged to im- 
port them; but rather project, after we have 
ſupplied our own wants, an exportation to other 
countries, and reap both advantages, availing our- 
ſelves of the plenty of fine wool, which Spain 
furniſhes for this manufacture, beſides the cu- 
rious vicunas brought from our Indies, 
Since hats are, in the go® chapter, included in 
the liſt of woven and other commodities made 


of the materials wool, filk, vicunas, &c. I men- 


tioned the reduction of duties proper to be made 
in favour of their exportation; and in the g6*" 
I pro- 
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I propoſed an exemption from the Alcavala and 
Cientos upon the firſt ſale of them, and we ſhall 
certainly find an intereſt in allowing the finer 
fabricks of them ſome proportionable indulgence 
in proviſions, and other encouragements, at leaſt 
thoſe in large inland cities for their own con- 
ſumption; and in the principal ſea ports, in 
hopes of getting a market and vent for them 
abroad, 5 
In chapters 85, 86, 90 and 96, which treat of 
the cuſtom houſe duties, printed books, Alca- 
valas, and other articles, I propoſed ſeveral encou- 
naagements and regulations, tending to improve 
and enlarge the manufactories of fine paper; and 
as the particular indulgences under conſideration 
in this chapter may alſo contribute to this deſire- 
able end, we ſhould allow the maſters and work 
men in the fabricks of fine paper an exemption 
from the Millones, at leaſt to a certain quantity 
Jof wine and oy]; in proportion to the paper, they 
If ſhall yearly manufacture, guarded by ſuch re- 
—ſtrictions, as ſeem likely to prevent frauds ; but in 
- chis caſe we can neither form a rule upon the 
plan of a certain number of looms, as was pro- 
e poſed and done in reſpect of woven goods, nor 
r chat of paper mills; for ſome of them are capa- 
'- ble of making yearly to the amount of four or 
n fe thouſand reams, while others will ſcarce 
1- ield a thouſand; beſides, as their ſituation is ge- 
nerally remote from towns, and they require a 
in Erunning water, or river, it will be difficult to find 
de out whether they conſtantly work them or not, 
n- for have the number of hands required. | 
le | By reaſon of the ſubfidy of two millions and a 
e half ducats, granted by the ſtates of the kingdom, 


in 
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in the year 1050, among other ways and means 
to raiſe it, was impoſed a duty of two reals vellon 
upon every ream of brown paper; four reals up- 

on the common or. regular; eight upon each ream 
of medium, and 16 upon the large or imperial; 

a tax underſtood to mean foreign paper of theſe 
ſortments, with a declaration that only half of 


the ſaid duties be chargeable upon each of the 


{aid ſortments of paper manufactured in the mills 
of this kingdom; and with a proviſionaty clauſe, 
that the ſtates were at liberty, either to obſerve 
this ordinance in the ſhape propoſed, or reduce it 
to a monopoly, and a ſettled price, not very bigh, 
but in proportion to the current price, juſt as it 
ſhould be apprehended moſt for our advantage. 

In the above covenant with the ſtates of the 
kingdom, it was alſo declared, that the {aid du- 


ties upon. paper, that ſhould be manufactured in 
theſe kingdoms, be chargeable, and collected in 


the very mills, where it was made. 
As to foreign paper, it was covenanted, that 


the ſaid duties be paid in the ports, or frontier 
towns, and in the Almojarifazgos and. cuſtom | 


houſes, where the Diezmos of the ports, or the 


above Almojaritazgos are demanded; and in re- 


ſpect to the collecting of theſe, and the form of 


adminiſtring this revenue, ſome new regulations © 


were alſo made at that time, as appears from the 


very covenants, and the ates of the ſubſidies 


of the Millones. 


The duty abovementioned was found to be 


very prejudicial to the paper manufactor ies of this 
kingdom, and for that reaſon taken off in favour 
of them, by an order of May 30, 1672, (nor can 
it ever be ſeaſonable to revive ſuch a duty, or lay 
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ſo heavy a load upon them) with an intent to en- 
courage the ſaid mills by all practicable means; 
and it will not a little contribute to it, if we 
charge entire upon the foreign paper, both the 
abovementioned duties of the Millones, and the 
15 per cent. of the cuſtoms, or revenues general. 
Fine linnen is one of the few commodities, 
Spain feels the want of, both for her own con- 
ſumption and that of the Indies ; and though 
the general proviſions, I recommended as means 
to improve our manufactories and commerce, 
may greatly contribute to a farther cultivation of 
flax, and the fabrick of fine linnens, yet it will be 
good policy to diſpenſe extraordinary encourage- 
ments to ſuch as will undertake the finer ſorts, 
giving the preference to thoſe parts of the king- 
dom, that moſt favour the cultivation of flax, 
a Wand will get ſupplies of freſh ſeed from Cour- 
n land and other parts of the North, as they doin 
France, Flanders, and Holland, and upon the 
at principle laid down in the 30H chapter. 
er In reſpect to the cultivation of hemp, and the 
m nanufactories of rigging and fail cloth to ſupply 
he Ibis majeſty's navy and the trading hips, which con- 
e- ume very conſiderable quantities, as well as for 
of Wither uſes, I have alieady delivered my thoughts 
ns In the 724 and other chapters, where I treat of 
taval ſtores; and it will be always our buſineſs to 
cheriſh an intereſt of ſo great conſequence, and 
upport it with effectual encouragements. 
In the 54 chapter, I pointed out the impor- 
ance of favouring the hoſpitals already eſta- 
iſhed, and laying a foundation for others, upon 
he great motives I then ſuggeſted, intimating at 
e lame time the progreſs of that at Madrid, and 
Vol. II. 0 : what 
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in the year 1650, among other ways and means 
to raiſe it, was impoſed a duty of two reals vellon 


upon every ream of brown paper; four reals up. 


on the common or regular eight upon each ream 
of medium, and 16 upon the large or imperial; 

a tax underſtood to mean foreign paper of theſe 
ſortments, with a declaration that only half of 
the ſaid duties be chargeable upon each of the 


ſaid ſortments of paper manufactured in the mills 


of this kingdom; and with a proviſionaty clauſe, 
that the ſtates were at liberty, either to obſerve 


this ordinance in the ſhape propoſed, or reduce it 


to a monopoly, and a ſettled price, not very bigh, 
but in proportion to the current price, juſt as it 
ſhould be apprehended moſt for our advantage. 

In the above covenant with the ſtates of the 


kingdom, it was alſo declared, that the ſaid du- 
ties upon paper, that ſhould be manufactured in 


theſe kingdoms, be chargeable, and collected in 


the very mills, where it was male. 


As to foreign paper, it was.covcnanted, that 
the ſaid duties be paid in the ports, or frontier 
towns, and in the Almojarifazgos and cuſtom 
houſes, where the Diezmos of the ports, or the 


above Almojarifazgos are demanded; and in re- 


ſpect to the collecting of theſe, and the form of 


adminiſtring this revenue, ſome. new. regulations 
were alſo made at that time, as appears from the 
very covenants, and the ee of 1555 ſubſidies 


of the Millones. 

The duty eee Was ſound- to be 
very prejudicial to the paper manufactor ies of this 
kingdom, and for that reaſon taken off in favour 
of them, by an order of May 30, 1672, (nor can 


it ever be ſeaſonable to revive ſuch a duty, or lay 
1 ſo 
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ſo heavy a load upon them) with an intent to en- 
courage the ſaid mills by all practicable means; 
and it will not a little contribute to it, if we 

charge entire upon the foreign paper, both the 

abovementioned duties of the Millones, and the 

14 per cent. of the cuſtoms, or revenues general. 
Fine linnen is one of the few commodities, 

Spain feels the want of, both for her own con- 
ſumption and that of the Indies ; and though 
the general proviſions, I recommended as means 
to improve our manufactories and commerce, 
may greatly contribute to a farther cultivation of 
flax, and the fabrick of fine linnens, yet it will be 
zood policy to diſpenſe extraordinary encourage- 
ments to ſuch as will undertake the finer ſorts, 
giving the preference to thoſe parts of the king- 
dom, that moſt favour the cultivation of flax, 

Y ind will get ſupplies of freſh ſeed from Cour- 

n land and other parts of the North, as they do in 

France, Flanders, and Holland, and upon the 
at Mprinciple laid down in the 30 chapter. 

er In reſpect to the cultivation of hemp, and the 

m Inanufactor ies of rigging and fail cloth to ſupply 

he bis majeſty's navy and the trading (hips, which con- 

e- ume very conſiderable quantities, as well as for 

of Wither uſes, I have already delivered my thoughts 

n the 72% and other chapters, where I treat of 

Naval ſtores; and it will be always our buſineſs to 

Wherich an intereſt of ſo great conſequence, and 

pport it with effectual encouragements. 

In the 54% chapter, I pointed out the impor- 

lknce of favouring the hoſpitals already eſta- 

liſhed, and laying a foundation for others, upon 


an Ie great motives I then ſuggeſted, intimating at 
lay e ſame time the progreſs of that at Madrid, and 
Vor, II. U What 
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what farther improvements were reaſonably ex. 
pected from the patronage of his majeſty, and the 
conſiderable: endowments, which his piety was 
continually adding to it for its enlargement and 
ſupport. Nor does Don Diego de Aſtorga, the 
Jord archbiſhop of Toledo, a little contribute to 
the ſucceſs of it, as well by his publick ſpirit, and 


liberal contribution, as by his prudent direction, 


ever ſince he was ſuperior of the 1 gh both 
in ſpirituals and temporals. 

Within the hoſpital is already ſet up a fabrick 
of woollen and linnen cloth, for the wearing ap- 
parel, and other uſes of the poor it contains, and 
which are above a thouſand in number; lo that 
it will be very eaſy to enlarge this, or ſet up new 
manufactories, both for their own uſe, and to 
diſpoſe of to others in ſuch quantities, that the 
profits will in a great meaſure bear the charge 
of their maintenance, and by this means cauſe 
a ſaving of an equal ſum out of the revenues of 
the hoſpital, that will enable them to take in and 
relieve a greater number of poor, and orphans, 
who may alſo be employed, and bred up to theſe 
uſeful occupations, in imitation of other cities, 
particularly Lyons in France, where there 1s 
about three thouſand poor people collected toge- 
ther in a hoſpital, and as they are all employed, 
not only maintain themſelves, but greatly con- 
tribute to the ſucceſs of their numerous manu- 
factures, and the flouriſhing commerce of that 
large town, A like eſtabliſhment may be ſee 
at the Alberg of Genoa, where neither the lame 
nor the blind are excuſed from working, as fa 
as they are able. 
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At Pamplona and Zaragoza have been eſta- 
bliſhed the like pious foundations, upon the uſe- 
ful plan of employing the poor of the hoſpital in 
ſpinning, weaving, and other works. With this 
view it was fo ordered at Zaragoza, that a ſkil- 
ful perſon ſhould take upon him to form the eſ- 
tabliſhment; and have the direction of the fabricks 


It his own charge, and reap all the profits of 


them, ſubject to the condition of beſtowing up- 
on the hoſpital gratis, a certain number of yards 
of linnen and woollen cloth, that was thought 
ſufficient for the wear of the individuals, includ- 
ing alſo their bedding ; as alſo to the obligation 
of paying to the ſaid hoſpital a certain ſum, which 
[have underſtood to be four or five quartos, for the 
day labour of each perſon, that ſhould work the 
regular and preſcribed hours in ſpinning, carding, 
weaving and other things. This plan is not amiſs 
for the hoſpital at Madrid, which is to enter into 
i ike engagement with ſome perſon of fortune 
and abilities for ſuch an undertaking, adjuſting 
the prices and all other articles upon a reaſonable 
footing. For by ſuch a ſcheme there will be a 
tated and clear accompt, a ſure economy and 
profit, without being expoſed to the perplexities, 
diſorder, and loſſes that uſually happen, where 
this ſpecies of manufacture is under adminiſtra- 


Ion, eſpecially when there are many looms at 


work, as there may be in this hoſpital, where 
there are already above 600 people fit to be em- 
ployed in ſuch fabricks, and in which even ſome 
of the lame and maimed can be ſerviceable. But 
as in all ſuch undertakings the moſt difficult taſk 
s to make a beginning, and for that reaſon it 
calls for the moſt effectual encouragement, his 

U-2-- majeſty 
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majeſty by a continuance of his pious care, may 


ſtill farther contribute to it without lay ing any fu 
load upon the revenue, by only directing, that is be 
by order of his majeſty, and his royal approba- jel 
tion firſt obtained, contracts are made with de- im 
puties of certain cities and towns, and ſometimes th: 
with ſeveral private proprietors, to furniſh the pr 
royal magazine at Madrid with certain quanti- of 
ties of cloths, ſerges, ſtockings and other regi- fac 
mentals for the troops, at ſtated times and pri- art 
ces agreed upon, that a like contract be made II ar: 
with the perſon or perſons, who undertake at pa 
their own riſk the ſaid fabricks of the hoſpital, ni 
giving in charge to one perſon every thing, that ot 
relates to the woollen, and to another what con- yi 


cerns the linnen ; but at the fame time taking 
care to make regular and punctual payments of 
what is due to them, that having by this means ſe- 7] 
cured aready vent for the goods and the money al- 
ſo, the great advantage, which muſt needs re- 
ſult to the hoſpital from ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 
will be alſo more certain and permanent. 
As a farther inducement to grant the indul- 
gences and other encouragements, which I have 
propoſed in this and other chapters, it 1s alſo ob- 
ſervable, that the more our manufactories are 
enlarged and flouriſh, ſo much eaſier and happier 
will be the circumſtances even of the peaſants, 
and the nation in general; for as more money will 
circulate in the kingdom, merchandiſe and fruits 


bear a higher value, and will be more conſum- vi 
ed ; both of them will come to a ready and con- ar 
ſtant market, our lands will be better cultivated, re 
and yield more; payments be duly and regularly IM de 
made; in ſhort, the whole political body in this NC 
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full health and vigour will impart to every mem- 
ber conſtant ſupplies of life and ſpirits, his ma- 
jeſty being evidently the moſt intereſted in all ſuch 
improvements. And it is a confirmation of it, 
that as our fruits do neither bear a reaſonable 
price, nor find a due conſumption in ſeveral parts 
of Caſtile ſince the decay of trade and the manu- 
factories; many lands lay unoccupied, and others 
are but very ſlightly cultivated; hence the rents 
aremuch reduced, and it bears very hard upon moſt 


part of our gentry, convents, and other commu- 


nities and private perſons, whoſe inheritance and 
other eſtates conſiſt of arable lands, that ſcarce 


yield enough to pay the charges of cultivation, 


CHAP CC 


The nature of the revenues of Catalonia, Aragon, 


Valencia, and Majorca ; the manner of charging 


them; another ſort of encouragements for the ma- 


nufacture, commerce, growth, and produce of 


filk, flax, and hemp; reaſons why the filk ma- 
nufattures flouriſh in Valencia, 


 CATALONIA, 


Obſerved in the 90 chapter, that an exemp- 
tion from the Alcavala and Cientos, which I 
propoſe .in favour of ſome manufactures at the 
firſt hand or ſale, ſhould extend only to the pro- 
vinces of the crown of Caſtile, where theſe taxes 
are eſtabliſhed ; therefore, notwithſtanding the 
revenues of the crown of Aragon are charged un- 
der the name of Cataſtro and impoſitions, as it is 
not done diſtinctly, or in any uniform way, I am 
obliged to make other proviſions to adminiſter the 
. | U 3 relief 
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relief and encouragement, which the manufactorie 


of that crown ſtand alſo in need of, more eſpeci 


ally in Catalonia, in order to ſtop the extraction 
of large ſums, which that principality is ever 


year drained of, to pay for goods and fruits im. 


ported from abroad, and which is attended with 


this diſadvantage, that the inhabitants have nf 


money to diſcharge the whole of the ſaid Cataſtro, 
though it has been for ſome years paſt brought 
down ſo low as oo, ooo dollars, excluſive of 
zoo, ooo dollars, charged upon that principality 


for the quarters, ſtraw, lights, wood, &c. of thelf 


troops; another 100, ooo to the duty of the Boll 
called patrimonial, &c. making in the who: 
1,300,000 dollars; to which is to be added th: 
produce of the revenues of tobacco, ſalt, the cuſ- 
tom houſes, poſt offices, ſtamp paper, and the 
three indultos of the Cruzado, Subſidio and Eſ. 
cuſado, all of them together amounting to two 
millions of dollars yearly, a little more or leſ; 
But the weight of the Cataſtro is ſo very heavy, 
that the 1,300,000 dollars abovementioned are 1 
charge of about 13 dollars upon every family, one 
with another, of the 103,360 families, the number 
which this principality is rated at in the 1 8 chapter, 
it appears from repeated informations, that the 
towns, unable to bear it, have been ſome of them 
greatly reduced, and others entirely diſpeopled; 
an evil, that muſt daily grow upon us, and pro- 
PrP affect the royal revenue, if theſe taxes 
be not inſtantly reduced, or the manufactories 
and commerce of the natives improved and en- 
larged by ſuitable encouragements, and ſuch el 
fectual meaſures, that the pay of the forces and 
all other charges of war upon that principality 
| Cal 
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can be. anſwered by its own revenue, without a 
remittance from the capital, or any other pro- 


vince of Spain; as we are ſenſible, that moſt of 


the money remitted from other parts, and what 
the Catalans themſelves earn with the ſweat of 
their brows, paſſes in a few days to France, Italy, 


and other countries, empoveriſhing theſe king- 


doms one after another. But to lay the better 
foundation, and enable me to propoſe ſuch mea- 


ſures, as may be thought adequate and availing 


enough to root out the evil, 1 ſhall now give a 


| general account of the nature and ſtate of the Ca- 


taſtro of Catalonia, and of the impoſitions of Ara- 
zon and Valencia, 

The contribution of the Cataſtro in Catalonia 
conſiſts of an impoſt of ten per cent. upon the an- 
nual produce of all the arable and paſture lands, 
together with the Diezmos; as alſo, upon houſes, 
incomes, mills, taverns, ovens, and gains of com- 
panies; tak ing in alſo that upon the perſonals of 
traders, and maſter mechanicks or handicrafts, 
which is ten per cent. upon their gains, a gene- 
ral eſtimate of them being made before hand; 


and an eight and a three per cent. upon the wages 


of day labourers in huſbandry, who, after a de- 
duction for holidays, ſickneſs, and other days, on 


which they may be ſuppoſed not to labour, are 
rated yearly a hundred working days, at three 
reals per day for wages, which for he hundred 
days make three hundred reals; and an eight, and 


a three per cent. upon them produce 25 reals. 
Journeymen mechanicks, employed in the ma- 

nufactories, or other handicraft trades, are allo 

charged an eight and a three per cent. upon their 


Wages ; ; but with this difference, that they are 


U4 rated 
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rated 180 working days in the year, which at 
three reals per day amount to 540 reals, and an 
eight and a three per cent. upon them yield 45 
reals yearly; the ſum which each of theſe jour- 
neymen mechanicks pays only for perſonals. 

Ihbeſe reals are collected in the Ardites of Ca- 
talonia, 14 of which are equivalent to 15 and two 

maravedis vellon of Caſtile. „„ 

In regard to the contribution of traders, great 
tenderneſs was ſhewn in an affair of ſo delicate a 
nature, and due conſideration made of perſons, 


to whom the publick in general is ſo much in 


debt; that ſome individuals of large credit might 


not ſuffer any injury from being obliged to give | 


in their ſtock, which is often reputed more than 


it really is; and their correſpondents repoſe leſs 
confidence in them by knowing the preciſe | 
value of it. Upon theſe conſiderations, it has 

been determined, in favour of traders and mer- | 


chants of every city, town, place, or village, that 
they ſhould give in yearly the amount of their 
gains, and being charged ten per cent. upon theſe 
profits, alittle more or leſs, they ſhould afſeſs upon 
individuals of their own company the ſum that 
falls to their ſhare; and the collectors receive from 
them, what they may legally demand of each, 
ranging them under the diſtinct claſſes of royal, 
perſonal, and labour. . 5 
Upon oxen, cows, calves, harſes, mares, he 
and ſhe mules, rams, ſheep, hogs, and other ani- 
mals, whether for labour, or proviſion, was alſo 
impoſed an annual tax of three reals upon the 
beſt; and one and a half; one; half, or a third 
of a real upon others. | 
ds That 


14 


of COMMERCE, &c. 297 


That it may be known what each of theſe im- 
poſts raiſed in the year 1721, according to the 


{aid proportions, I have thought proper to add 
the following accompt or memorial. 


product of the Cataſtro in Catalonia in the year 


1721, excluſive of the other branches of the 
revenue. 


95 Reals vellon. 
Lands one with another, and ra- 
ted by a general and preſumptive 
calculation, ten per cent. upon the 
produce of them, allowing for fal- 7 
low years amount to - =- =- = $5,346,341 
The Diezmos, which ſeveral es 
private proprietors receive no fruits, 
rated at ten per cent, of their pro- 


7-7 Alz 
Houſes, according to the rents, 


and income from them = = . 700,956 
Communities; ten per cent, up- . 
on their revenues, or incomes = 256, 709 


Mills ditto = - 833972 
The penſions received by ſeveral 

private perſons ditto - - = = 308,608 
Perſonals; a hundred days charg- 

ed to day labourers in huſbandry ; 

and a hundred and eighty days to 

journeymen handicrafts, at three 

reals per day for wages, and an 

eight and a three 75 cent. upon 3 

em - = - - 2,099,5 54 
Animals zocotding to the propor- 

tion abovementioned - - 249,193 


Carry over 10, 204, 669 


— — 


— 
— 


— — 
— —— 


. 


— — 


EEE Sen a, 


EI nn DE ae AE On Es: 


a4 71 
N 
TR 
| 
thts 
4 
" 
"341 
* 177 
"is 
[678 
77 : 
ary: 
AN 
5% 
* 
it 
: 


* — . — — 
— Rn or 
—_ 
DSI 


r - _ 
* 
— — — 


2 338 » was 4 
— x — — po - 
— 


8 — 2 


— —— — 


er — D 2 
— ET I 


—— — — ——— 


— 
——— ———— == 


2 — — 


— 
—— met re ey terre 


298 The TH EORY and PRACTICE 
Reals vellon, 
Brought over, — 10,204, 660 
Commerce, rated at ten per cent. 
upon the profits of it, the value of 
which is not aſcertainable - - 175,000 


_ Total 10,379,669 
But as this amount was found to 

be a great deal ſhort of the ſum to 

be raiſed by the Cataſtro, which di- 

minution proceeded from the po- 

verty of ſome, and the depopula- 

tion of other places, there was made 

a reaſſeſſment the ſame year for the 

deficiency of 2,491,117reals, which 

being charged on all the above 

funds, in their reſpective propor- 

tions, there was raiſed = — _. 2,491,119 


Total of the Cataſtro 12,870,777 

For a farther guide in making the regulations, 

which may be proper, it may not alſo be amils 

to know the number of ſilk and woollen looms, 

that were in Catalonia in the year 1723, and 

which, I think, ſtill continue; the number and 
quality of which are as follows. 


The number and quality of the ſilk and woollen 
looms, that were in Catalonia in the year 1723. 
The ſorts of goods. Ne. of looms. 
%%% ᷣ ⁰ - '- =" =" ot 
— two and twenties - - = = 37 


Carried over 751 


The firſt fix borrow their name from the number of threads 
in the warp; in the firſt is 1600 threads, in the ſecond 2200, 
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The forts of goods. 


. of looms. 
Brought over — 75 


For fix and twenties - =- - — 12 
eight and twenties = - =- = * 


four and twen ties 2221 
thirties J os bs 
burels - - SS *...* NS 
ſerges and corded droguets - = 170 
oo Rr Fr II 
eſcotes 8 — 12 
bays — — IN - bz 
velvet % TO Loo 
ſattins j Oe” I 
damaſks %%; ᷑ö ß ß 
filk and ſatin tiſſun e 221 
double taffetas and mantuas - 9 
handkerchiefs, ſilk — - — 
handkerchicfs, filk and cotton If 
J 88 


BESR ß ĩͤ i 
Tw ĩ +4». 16 


n 1 EEE 1 


Total 553 


Though I apprehend there are above two thou- 
land perſons, that gain a livelihood, either by 
making or vending theſe manufaQures, one mult 
be perſuaded, that the workmen, who are really 


weavers, do not exceed fix hundred; and then in 


my judgment we ſhould remit the journeymen 


the 45 reals Ardites, or annual perſonal tax laid 


upon each of them, and which by all the ſix hun- 
fred weavers woold not raiſe a reyenue of two 
thou- 


23 


eſcumillas for mantuas and veils - 8 
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thouſand dollars; but yet I would have it diſpoſed 
in ſuch a manner, that half this indulgence be an 
eaſe to the journeymen, and that the maſters be 
bencfited the other half, by an abatement of wages, 
With this encouragement and others, that will be 
recommended, it is natural to imagine, that thoſe 
manufactories will be enlarged at leaſt to fout 
thouſand looms; and thus, above 15,000 people 
will be maintained by the labour and profits ariſe- 
ing from them, and the increaſe, which theſe 
perſons muſt occaſion in the conſumption both of 
goods and proviſions, conſiderably augment, not 
only the revenue of the Cataſtro, but alſo all the 
other revenues of his majeſty in that principality; 
far no doubt money would then come into it from 
abroad, inſtead of going out, as the caſe now 
ftands, 

As to what regards the maſters of the manu- 
factories and handicraft trades, it appears from 


the rules of the Cataſtro, that an eſtimate is to be 


made of their gains, and they are to be charged 
ten per cent. upon them; a proportion, that ſeems 
very oppreſſive, and a heavy clog upon manu- 
factures, and the commerce of Spain. In favour 
of both theſe intereſts, as it is for the welfare of 
the publick, I am of opinion, that this tax, as far 
as ĩt affects the maſter weavers of filk and woollen 


goods, ſhould be reduced to a five per cent, upon 


their profits, and a calculation of them made with 
all poſſible equity and fairneſs; being ſenſible, 
that the more our manufactories enlarge and proſ- 
per, the farmers and kingdom in general will pro- 
portionably find eaſe and convenience in their cir- 
cumſtances, for the reaſons I gave in the cloſe of 
the 109" chapter, 
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The encouragement, I am propoſing in favour 
of the maſter weavers of filk and wool, and their 
ſervants or journeymen, may be eſtimated in re- 
ference to the exemption from the Alcavala and 


Cientos, which ſhall be granted in Caſtile upon 
the firſt ſale of goods made of theſe materials; 


for though the journeymen be quite free from the 
perſonal. tax of the ſaid 45 reals Ardites, and their 


maſters find the eaſe and relief 1 Rape already 


ſhewn, neither of them can fail paying an equi- 
valent to the duties of the Millones of Caſtile; be- 
cauſe wheat, wine, and all other fruits, as ſoon as 
they are gathered, and even before, by a compo- 


ſition pay the treaſury ten per cent. which is laid 
upon the annual produce of the lands, that yield 
them; and the ſtore houſes, where the fruits are 


laid up, pay alſo this duty, and in the ſame pro- 
portion, and all houſes in general, an eſtimate 


being made beforehand of the value of the rents; 


or what they would bring in, if they were let. 


The farmer, that e the lands, which 


yield us the ſaid fruits, pays alſo a perſonal tax in 
proportion to the yokes of oxen or mules, which 
he works in this ſervice; as well as the day la- 
bourers, that are employed in huſbandry, A like 
tax is alſo laid upon taverns, mills, and ovens, 
which raiſes the price of wine and bread. All 
maſters and workmen in handicraft trades pay 
likewiſe a perſonal tax, the former in proportion 
to their gains, which enhances the price of the 
goods they make and vend. 


An impoſt, which I have already mentioned, is 
alſo laid upon all the flocks, as well as the paſ-. 


tures that feed them, and the fleſh meat retailed 
in Barcelona and * cities; ſo that when the 


maſter 
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maſter weavers of filks and woollens and their 
ſervants come to purchaſe proviſions, and all the 
commodities they ſtand in need of for their wear. 
ing apparel, the uſe of their families, and other 
indiſpenſible occaſions, they bear all theſe loads, 
including the high. and repeated duties before 
mentioned, and already paid, and which no doubt 
exceed thoſe of Caſtile, even with addition of the 
Alcavala and Cientos, 

It will be alſo good policy to diſpenſe the ſame 
indulgence, I propoſe for maſter ſilk and woollen 
weavers, and their journeymen, to the maſters and 
workmen, that weave all ſorts of goods made of 
flax, hemp, cotton, goat's and camel's hair, and 
All other things wrought i in the loom ; and it may 
al ſo be extended to the makers of hats, gloves, and 


paper, upon the very ſame principle, all theſe 


commodities being verywell calculated for carrying 


on a profitable commerce, at home and abroad, 
the indulgence being underſtood to be ſuch, that 
the maſter pay only five per cent. on his profits 
upon an equitable calculation, and the journey- 


men entirely exempt from the perſonal tax of 4; 


reals' yearly. 

In ſome preceding chapters I obſerved, that a 
very profitable trade might be carried on, both at 
home and abroad, in knives, razors, ſciſſars, 
buckles, and buttons (when the two laſt articles 
are made of ſteel, copper, or braſs) and as the Ca- 
talans are very ſkilful in all the faid fabricks, it 
will be our intereſt to extend to the makers of all 
the ſaid wares, and their journeymen, the ſame 
encouragements, which I have recommended to 
the maſter and journeymen weavers. Like pri- 


weten ſhould be alſo diſpenſed to the makers of 


all 


of COMMERCE, &c. 
all ſorts of combs, great numbers of which are 
conſumed every where. 

As the kingdom will reap great benefit from the 
cultivation of ſilk, flax, and hemp in every part 
of Spain, that ſhall be proper for the growth and 
produce of them, it would be very prudent to 
charge ſuch lands, as are laid out for producing 
theſe materials, but a moiety of what is paid by 
all the reſt in that principality, and the eſtimate 
be made with the utmoſt equity. 


Upon the principles I laid down in the 99 


chapter upon the importance of good dyers, it 
will be very reaſonable and well adviſed, not to 
charge the maſter dyer or his ſervants to the per- 
ſonal tax of the Cataſtro, or even to that upon 
their profits, nay upon nothing that is relative to 
the buſineſs; and that if they ſhall have any for- 


tunes, eſtates, or other revenues and effects, that 


they pay only for them a juſt proportion, and af- 
ter a fair eſtimate made. 

It will be alſo much to our intereſt, if we diſ- 
charge the ſaid maſter dyers from ſerving all 
troubleſome offices, from military quarters, &c. 
and in thoſe towns, where there ſhall be many filk 


and woollen manufactures, if they be allowed a 


ſuitable dwelling houſe and dye houſes, at the 


charge of the Proprios and Arbitrios of the re- 


ſpective place; but it is always to be underſtood, 
that their title to theſe immunities and advantages 
is previouſly giving full ſatisfaction, that they are 
ſufficiently qualified in their bulineſs ; and theſe 
qualifications are to be made appear by an exami- 
nation before the viſitors of the ſaid fabricks, wha 
ſhall have obtained a previous order for that pur- 
poſe from the intendant, or corregidor, whom it 

ſhall 
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ſhall concern; and with the aſſiſtance of them, 
or ſuch perſons, as they ſhall depute, in order 
that they may prove themſelves legally qualified. 
All theſe indulgences and other encourage. 
ments, which I propoſe in favour of ſeveral ſorts 
of woven and other commodities, are to be ge. 
neral, and throughout the whole principality, as 
an equivalent for an exemption from the Alca- 
vala and Cientos, which I recommended in the 
9th chapter upon the firſt ſale of ſeveral ſorts of 
goods in Caſtile. But as it is reaſonable that ſome 
regard be alſo had for the manufactories of filks 
and fine cloths at Barcelona, by reaſon of the 
largeneſs of the town, and dearneſs of proviſions, 
ariſing from cauſes elſewhere aſſigned, it ſhould 
be ordered, that the filk weavers of Barcelona 


poſſeſs the fame indulgences, that have been re- 


commended in the 99 chapter in favour of To- 
ledo, Sevil, and other cities, with the precautions 
and under the reſtrictions in that caſe provided. 
As to the fine cloths, from thirties and upwards 
incluſive, let the fame immunities and encourage- 
ments be granted in this caſe, that I propoſed in 
the 100'h chapter for the weavers of thoſe forts of 

cloth in Segovia and other cities of old Caſtile. 
However we ought not, 1n conſideration of the 
indulgences, that ſhall be diſpenſed to the weavers, 
and others, whom J have recommended, to raiſe an 
equivalent upon the reſt of the inhabitants under 
pretence of replacing that ſum ; as well becauſe theſe 
are to pay only their proportion of the Cataſtro, 
on the perſonal, royal, and labour, as becauſe trade 
and the manufactories will be enlarged by means 
of theſe indulgences, and then there will be more 
| CONtrl- 
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contributions and a greater conſumption of eat- 
ables and goods; from which in a ſhort time will 


reſult an augmentation of it, that will certainly 


be much more, than the ſaid reduQions, 


In the inland parts of Catalonia we find an an- 


cient duty under the natne of Bolla, and paid at 
the time of cutting cloths, filks, and other goods; 
and from the quality of it, the trouble it gives in 


collecting, and other diſadvantages, that naturally 


attend this impoſt, it is very oppreſſive, and one 
of the principal cauſes of the ruin of thoſe ma- 
nufactor ies, and therefore of trade itſelf. But as 
a particular explication of the tax, and the mea- 
ſures, that ought to be taken in this caſe, merit 
an entire chapter, I ſhall refer both to the next. 


ARAGON. 
In Aragon is paid, under the name of extraordi- 
tary impoſt, the ſtated revenues of that kingdom, 
which are now reduced to 500,000 crowns vel- 
lon yearly, beſides a hundred thouſand crowns, a 
little more or leſs, for quarters, beds, lights, 
wood, &c. towards the maintenance of the troops. 
This tax upon 75,244 families, which number 
this province has been rated at, is ſomewhat more 
than five dollars to a family one with another, fo 


that both theſe impoſts, notwithſtanding that 


kingdom be much more extenſive, are far from be- 


ing a moiety of what is raiſed upon Catalonia on 


the ſame account. The reaſon is, that Aragon 
is not ſo heavily charged in theſe impoſitions, and 
has leſs trade and fewer inhabitants, another plain 
proof that the revenue and power of princes de- 
pend more upon the number and commerce of 


their ſubjects, than the extent of their dominions. 
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The cuſtom and IDnanner of charging the im. 
poſition of Aragon is very different from the aſſeſb- 
ment and exaction of the Cataſtro in Catalonia; 
for after his majeſty has reſolved what ſum the 
whole kingdom is to contribute (and for ſome 
years paſt it has been ſettled at 500,000 crowns 
vellon) the intendant conſults with ſome perſons 
of the beſt reputation and underſtanding in the 
country, and after due conſideration of the num- 
ber of inhabitants, the fruits, manufactories, and 
commerce of each diſtrict, city, town, or place, 
a certain quota 1s determined to be paid by each 
place for their ſhare of the whole impoſt laid 
upon that kingdom; and expreſs notice of it is 
ſent. to the corregidors and juſtices, who are after- 
wards, each within his own juriſdiction, to aſſeſs, 
and charge upon the inhabitants the quota agreed 
upon, with due regard to the ability of each fa- 
mily, and in proportion to their arable and paſture, 
lands, traffick, income, and other fortunes, and 
ſuch other precautions as equity and juſtice dic- 
tate; and yet, as it is in all affairs that depend 
upon the the deciſion of many perſons, ſome abuſes 
and oppreſſions are almoſt unavoidable, and on 
this account few or no taxes are charged without 
complaints, and ſome failure in point of equity, 
let miniſters be ever ſo publick ſpirited, eminent 
for their abilities, and project a variety of mea- 
ſures to prevent theſe and other inconveniencies 
in the eſtabliſhment and collection of the re- 
venues. However, this is by no means a plea to 
be nal and negligent in laudable endeavours to 
prevent, or moderate them as much as poſſible, 
both in this, and all other intereſting concerns of 
government, without letting the difficulty * de- 

pair 


* 


of COMMERCE, &. 307 


ſpair of perfection, or an univerſal remedy, diſ- 
courage us from an uſeful and noble ſearch after 
the beſt way, and in the mean time embracing 
what is good, or rather the leaſt evil, which our 
narrow underſtandings ſhall enable us to diſcover. 


Since the cuſtom of Aragon in ſettling the quo= .. 
ta, and their manner of charging it, as I have 


already obſerved, is very different from the prac- 
tice of Catalonia, we ſhall be obliged to apply 
other meaſures for the relief of the manufacturers, 
and to cheriſh commerce, and I apprehend the 
following may anſwer this purpoſe. | 

Ae the contribution of the equivalent in Aragon 
i a perſonal tax upon every family, though rated 


with a conſideration of their tillage, buſineſs, and 


other incomes and profits made by each in their 
reſpective occupations, it is not practicable to pro- 
ceed, as we have done in Catalonia, and diſcharge 
che weavers, and other journeymen mechanicks 
tom the whole of it. This would be ſetting them 
fee of all taxes; for all in that principality, both 
| Wroyal, perſonal, and labour, are comprehended in 
; their equrvalent, Nor ſhould the maſters of theſe 
| crafts find fo great a reduction of this impoſt, 
t Is propoſed in behalf of Catalonia, for the very 


„Jeaſon urged in reſpe& to the journeymen. It : 


appears to me a ſufficient encouragement, if an 
climate be made of the yearly gains of the maſter. 


and goat's hair, and other materials wrought up 
In the loom, as alſo of the makers of hats, gloves, 


and buttons, in the ſame proportion as their othec 
eighbours; and after taking off a third of what 
- Charged to them for their contribution, that 
rn: | e they 


— — ä—é — — —— — 


wea vers of ſilk, wool, flax, hemp, cotton, camel, 


paper, combs, knives, razors, ſciflars, buckles, 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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they be _—_ to pay the other two thirds, 80 
that when other families ſhall pay ſix per cent, 
upon the annual product of their eſtates, buf. 
neſſes, and other gains, the ſaid maſters will then 
pay but four per cent. upon their profits; and in 
the ſame proportion, whenever this impoſt ſhall 
be more or leſs than fix per cent. as I apprehend 


this reduction, or abatement of a third part, will 


be near an equivalent to an exemption from the 
Alcavala and Cientos, which 1 propoſed upon 
goods fold at the firſt band i in Caſtile. : But in caſe 


the ſaid maſters poſſeſs any other eſtates, offices 


or income, they ſhould be charged for them in 
proportion to other families. 

As to their workmen employed in the ſaid looms, 
and who are not maſters; as alſo in making hats 
gloves, paper, knives, razors, ſciſſars, combs, 
buckles, and buttons, it will alſo be proper to 
abate them a halt, in the fame ſhape J have pro- 
poſed for the maſters, who are alſo to reap the 


benefit of half this indulgence, and the journey- 


men are relieved by means of the other half. 

Upon the very fame principle, I laid down in 
reſpect to the contributions of Catalonia, it will 
be expedient to allow ſuch, as grow or cultivate 
flax, hemp, and filk, an abatement of a third 
part of what they ſhall be rated at for their har- 
veſt, or annual profits, 

In reſpe& to maſter dyers, they may be in- 
dulged with the very ſame immunities and privi— 
leges, that have been already mentioned in favour 
of thoſe of Catalonia. 

As to the particular indulgence, that ſhould be 
granted the weavers of lks and fine cloths in 
Zaragoza for their encouragement, it may be the 

very 
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very ſame, that has been propoſed for thoſe of 
Barcelona. 

In treating of Catalonia I have obſerved, that 
on pretence of replacing the amount of duties 
remitted to the manufacturers and others, we 
ſhould not think of aſſeſſing the reſt of the inha- 
bitants higher, grounding it upon the reaſons I 
there aſſigned, and particularly, becauſe there is 
only charged in that principality a certain fixed 
ſum per cent. for perſonal, labour, and royal, 
according to the rules of the Cataſtro, without 
laying a certain quota upon each city or place. 
But in Aragon and Valencia the taxes are regulated 
upon another plan, for it is a general rule to 
charge a determinate ſum upon every town, and 
this town 1s anſwerable for the whole of it, and 
therefore under an obligation to aſſeſs the inha- 
bitants of the place accordingly without conſent- 


ing to any alteration, even though it be rated at 


more or leſs than an equivalent to their eſtates, 


and other gains. Theſe are conſiderations, that 


oblige the intendants of both kingdoms to get in- 
formation of the fabricks of filk, wool, and the 
other commodities abovementioned, and which 
ſhall be ſubſiſting in the cities, towns, and places 
of their reſpective juriſdictions, and according to 
the number and quality of them to procure them 
a proportionable abatement in their quota; for 
by ſuch a proceeding things will be fo ordered, 


that the amount of indulgences diſpenſed to the 


manufacturers will not fall upon the reſt of the 
inhabitants. But I am of opinion, that ſuch a 
diſpoſition, which grants an abatement of the 
quota laid upon the towns in general, ought only 
to take place for the firſt and ſecond year ; for as 
the number of inhabitants and contributers muſt 

X 3 needs 
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needs be augmented the moment their manufac- 
tories ſhall be encouraged and improve, thoſe pla- 
ces will then be in a condition to pay entire the 
ſum, that is now laid upon them, andeven more, for 

reaſons alrea ady given in ſeveral parts of this treatiſe. 


VAI EN CIA. 


In the kingdom of Valencia the revenues are 
charged in almoſt the ſame ſhape, as in Aragon; 
but with this difference, that their impoſition 
extraordinary amounts to 7 50,000 crowns vel. 
| Jon, beſides a hundred thouſand crowns, a little 
more or- leſs, contributed to the ſoldiers quar- | 

ters, &c. both which ſams make 8 50,000 Crowns; | 
and as this amount is aſſeſſed upon 03,770 fami- 
lies, which number the kingdom,of Valencia is 
rated at inthe 180 chapter, it is-4 charge of about 

nine dollars upon each family, one with another; 
an impoſt inferior to that upon the Catalans, | 

which riſes up to almoſt 13 dollars upon each fa- 

mily taken together ; but yet 1s much higher 
than the impoſition extraordinary upon the in- 
habitants of Aragon, who pay little more than | 
five dollars each family, as it has been already | 
mentioned, It is alſo a circumſtance that de- 
ſerves our notice, that though the territory of } 
Valencia be very barren of grain and flocks, and 
its extent not two thirds of Aragon, it both ex- 
ceeds it conſiderably in the ſaid impoſt extraor- | 
dinary, and allo in the other crown revenues. | 
This is alſo owing to the improvements Valen- 
cia has made in her trade, eſpecially in its many 
good manufactories of filk ; for though the looms | 
in that city were not eight hundred in the year 
1718, they now exceed two thouſand; and it is 
calculated, that they yearly manufacture goods 
4 to 
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to the amount ofabove two millions of dollars, a 
ſum, which now circulates in that kingdom 
and even in the reſt of the provinces of Spain, to 
the great advantage of his majeſty's revenues, and 
the relief of his ſubjects. This increaſe of looms, 

and improvement in the manufactures of that 
capital, 1s aſcribed to the equitable and kind treat- 
ment the weavers find there, and his majeſty's 
piety and goodneſs in reducing the exceſlive taxes, 

which were charged upon fleſh meat and other 
proviſions; and his taking off wholly that which 
was laid upon bread in ancient times; as alſo the 
impoſts known by the name of ancient duties or 
generalities, which conſiſted of the duty of the 
Bolla, as in Catalonia, and in Valencia was five 
per cent. paid upon all ſorts of goods, that were 
ſold by the yard in the ſhops of that kingdom, 

and the collecting of which put them under great 


ſubjection, and created continual vexations and 


extortions, another five per cent. exacted upon 
all commodities and fruits, that went out of that 
kingdom either by ſea or land, under the title 


of merchandiſe general; as allo another five per 


cent. laid upon ſome particular fruits of that 
kingdom at the time, they went out of it either 
by ſea or land, beſides the fifteen per cent. charge- 
able to the crown in the cuſtom houſes. Theſe 
duties were in part replaced by thoſe upon ſnow, 
cards, and falt ; for what this commodity paid to 
his majeſty on the account of his regalia always 


ſubſiſted; but in ſuch a manner, that the manu- 


factories and commerce were very much favour- 
ed, the people in general eaſed, and the royal re- 


venue improved, as was more particularly let 
torth in the 5 50 chapter. 
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Though the eſtabliſhment, and manner of 
charging the impoſition of the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, be much the ſame as in Aragon, ſome 
exceptions and differences preſent themſelves, 
and are to be remarked, in order to put both pro- 
vinces upon an equitable footing. The princi- 
pal is, what regards the important filk many- 
factories, that are carried on in the very city of 
Valencia, where they have been improved and 
enlarged ſo much, 5 means of the abovemen- 
tioned encouragements, that I think there is no 
neceſſity of indulging them farther; nor will it 
be expedient to make any change, for fear of en- 
dangering the flouriſhing ſtate they now are in; 
and J would recommend the uſe of a maxim, 
which is at all times ſafe, to give a ſtrict charge 
to the corregidor and city council, to exert their 
utmoſt care for the preſervation and improvement 
of thoſe manufactories, as the principal fountain, 
whence flow their happineſs, an increaſe of inha- 
. bitants, and advantageous commerce; and which 
more eſpecially enables them to provide for them- 
ſelves plentifully, by having wherewithto purchaſe, 
or barter for grain, fleſh, and other things, they 
want from abroad, and are uſually ſupplied with 


from La Mancha, Murcia, Andaluſia, Eſtrema- 
dura and other parts of Spain; and theſe were 


the principal reaſons for my ſaying, that thelarge 
ſams of money, which they gained by their ma- 
nufactures, did in ſome meaſure circulate all over 
Spain, of the advantages the provinces 
yield and receive from each other by a mutual 
exchange of their commodities. 

In relpect to the manufactories in the other 
towns of the kingdom, as well of ſilk, wool, flax 
; and hemp, as cotton, camel and goat s hair, 2 

| Other 
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other materials wrought up in the loom, the ſame 
encouragements may be allowed the maſters and 
their workmen, as | have propoſed in general for 
thoſe of Aragon. 

As to the makers of hats, gloves, paper, knives, 
razors, ſciſſars, buckles and buttons, (the two laſt 
being of ſteel, copper or braſs) the ſame abate- 
ments and encouragements may be granted them, 
which I have recommended to thoſe, who exer- 


ciſe theſe trades and crafts in Aragon; provid- 


ing, that this rule be general for the whole king- 
dom of Valencia, including the capital, which 
was excepted in the article of woven commo- 
dities. 

It will be alſo very prudent, if, in reſpect to 
dyers, there be obſerved throughout that whole 


kingdom the very fame regulation, which was 


made in favour of thoſe of Aragon. 

In Manizes, a town in the diſtrict or govern- 
ment of Valencia, which contains about a hun- 
dred families, there is a manufacture of earthen 
ware, where they make very fine and curious 


| forts; though at preſent we find it decayed 


through the heavy taxes, and the exceſſive price 
they give for the lead uſed in it. And as we can 
carry on a profitable trade in this commodity, 
both in and out of Spain, it will be very much 
our intereſt to grant them the ſame reductions 
and encouragements, as I have propoſed in be- 
half of the maſter weavers of filk, wool, flax, 


hemp, and other materials in Aragon and the 


kingdom of Valencia ; and that the ſame be al- 
lowed to all other manufactories of fine earthen 
ware, as well in this kingdom, asin Aragon and 
Catalonia. In this ſame indulgence ſhould alſc 
be included a fabrick of earthen ware, ſet on foot 


I by 
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by count de Aranda in Alcora, a town of his own 
in the kingdom of Valencia, who is at the whole 
charge of it. Moreover, as the ſaid earthen ware 
is in the manner of the Genoeſe and French, co. 
pying after China, and is very much beyond that 
of Tala vera, we may hope to ſee it raiſed to per- 
fection, by the means of the encouragements, 

that ſhall be diſpenſed to it. 
As it is not reaſonable, that the amount of taxes, 


that ſhall be remitted to the manufacturer, 
ſnould be charged upon the reſt of the inhabitants, 
J have already mentioned, at the cloſe of my ob. 


ſervations upon the impoſt of Aragon, the provi- 


fion or meaſure, that ought to be taken in this caſe, 


both in reſpect to that kingdom and Valencia, 


MAJOR C A. 


In reſpect to the iſland of Majorca there dem 
to be little or nothing requiſite for the relief of 
the manufacturers in their zmpoſt, as it is ſo eaſy, 
conſidering the number of inhabitants, and the 
fruitfulneſs of the ifland. For their impoſt riſes | 
no higher than 48, ooo crowns vellon yearly, and 
together with military quarters &c. to the few 

+ troops, which are there, the whole will ſcarce. 
come to ſixty thouſand crowns vellon, which is | 
but three crowns to each family, taking in the 
other ſmall] iſlands within its jurisdiction, and 
which yield very little, ſalt being the principal 
produce of Ibiza; and as there is plenty of it, and 
it is very good in its kind, it is exported to ſeve- 


ral parts of Europe. | 
But as there is in the ſaid iſland of Majorca 


plenty of good fruits, and {ome looms for filk, 


wool 
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wool, and other woven goods, it is expedient for 

us to obſerve the ſame rules and precautions, 

which I propoſed to the cuſtom houles of Cata- 

lonia and Valencia, in regard to the exportation 

of both; and the importation of commodities, 
fruits ind other articles, that {hall be brought 1 in 

from abroad. 


e Hi A P. Ct. 


The ancient duty paid in the inland parts of Ca- 
talonia under the name of Bolla, at the time of 
cutting woven and other goods, very oppreſſroe. 

How much this and other taxes, and the vexa- 
ons ariſing from the manner of colle&ing them, 
have contributed to the deſtruction of the ma- 

nufattories and commerce; proviſions by way 


of remedy for theſe evils. 


N behalf of the companies of filk and vel- 
vet weavers at Barcelona a memorial was 
e preſented to his majeſty in 1722, ſetting forth, 
© that a royal mandate had been iſſued out, di- 
« recting them to propoſe ſuch indulgences, and 
« other meaſures, as might conduce to the im- 
* provement and increaſe of the filk and woollen 
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J © manufaRories in that principality ; by virtue j 
be of which they have ſet forth how much thoſe Va 

nd « fabricks flouriſhed in former times, by their 
alY « obſerving the ordinances eſtabliſhed, and pre it 
nd J © ſcribing their breadth weight, and other circum- ir 
„ ſtances; that this law is alſo obſerved at this _— 
« time in the goods woven in that city ; but not 0 

on e in ſuch as are brought in from abroad; and 
2 


therefore, as theſe are re cheaper, though defec- 
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tive, they diſpoſe of them, defrauding. the 
purchaſer, and to the prejudice of our own 
manufactories, which have gradually decayed, 
notwithſtanding there be an ordinance, that 
confiſcates all ſuch as ſhall be counterfeit, or 
below ſtandard, and impoſes ten ſols per pound 
upon the foreign goods, leaving ſuch as are 


a 


manufactured in that country free from this | 


duty. FA 
<« That a pound of filk pays at entry two ſols 


and nine deniers ; and cotton at the rate of 


56 per cent. excepting what comes from Malta, 


which is rated only at 19 deniers per pound; 
by which impoſts the price of the goods made | 
of theſe materials 1s advanced very high; and | 
India and other foreign cotton goods pay but 
ten per cent. at the ſame time cotton in the | 
ſkeyn or bundle is charged 56 per cent. which | 
is utterly ruinous to the manufacture of this | 
ſort of woven goods ; becauſe the foreign will 
be on this account always cheaper than thoſe | 
made at home, and more eſpecially, as theſe | 
are undervalued for the ſake of the cottons | 
from Afia or India, For though his majeſty | 
in the year 1718 prohibited theſe woven goods, 
the law has not been duely carried into execu- | 
tion; for they are introduced under the name 
of Dutch, whether they be counterteited there, 
or imported from Aſia; and it is for want of 
extending his majeſty's order to a prohibition | 
of all ſorts of printed woven goods, as it was | 
done in France by Lewis XIV. who not only | 
« forbid the wear of woven goods from the Le- 
vant, China, and other parts of Aſia, and ſuch | 


as are made by other nations in imitation of 
| « them; 
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them ; but alſo thoſe printed in his own king- 
dom. And it is by this means his majeſty's 
ſubjects are empoveriſhed, and thoſe of other 
princes enriched. 

« That the principal diſcouragement in this 
trade proceeds not only from paying to the du- 


ty of the Bolla, the 15 per cent, eſtabliſhed, but 


even to the amount of 25 per cent. an ad- 
vance, that 1s owing to the unreaſonableneſs 


of the farmers in the valuation of the goods at 


the time of receiving this duty; and for the 
payment of this revenue the weavers are ob- 
lized to enter the looms, with the diſtinction 


of the town, houſe, and ſtreet, even though 
they may not have any woven; and it is the 


reaſon, that none can follow this occupation, 
but in places where the officers of the Bolla 
reſide; nor is this manufacture extenſive, be- 
ing limited to certain places, viz. Gerona, 
Manreſa, Mataro, and Reus. Moreover there 


is an additional grievance to the weaver from 


the troubleſome circumſtance of affixing leads, 
when they begin to weave, and after they have 
done, an entry being firſt made every time in 


the book of manifeſts; a repeated trouble, 


when it is ſold to the merchant, or fent from 


one place to another, at which time there is 


added another lead, and a bond given to re- 
turn a certificate; and if it be {old by the 
yard or palm, wax is to be aftixed to the piece 


ſold, deducting it from the book of entries, and 
the lead at the head of the piece. But if the 


piece be ſold whole, a ſingle Bolla is ſufficient, 
with the heavy penaltics of confiſcation and 


conſiderable fines in caſe of neglect, which has 
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wearied out the weavers by the trouble it occa- 
ſions, and the being liable to miſtakes, for 
which they are always ſure to ſuffer heavily, 
« That this manner of exacting a duty ſo ex- 
ceſſive takes up a great deal of the weaver's 
time in declaring and entring his goods, by his 
being at a diſtance from the place, where 
the entry is made, and the goods ſtamped ; 
in meaſuring them over and over, in being vi- 
ſited at any hour, night or day, the examiners 
ſeeking out for new pretences to charge them 
with frauds ; inſomuch that they live not a 


moment ſecure from ſearch, and having their 


family diſturbed and made uneaſy ; and it is 


theſe circumſtances, that make this buſineſs a 
very wretched one on account of the ſnares 


they are expoled to. 
© That this abuſe has been introduced by the 
ſiniſter views of the collectors, who, as they re- 


gard only the raiſing of vaſt profit to them- 


ſelves, do not rate the intrinſick value of the 


goods, whether {ilk or woollen, which they are 
to charge to the Bolla, by the ancient ordi- 
nances of the ſaid duty; and ſtill leſs by the 


tarif, which his majeſty was pleaſed to make 
for like goods for collecting the revenues 
general, or thoſe upon importation into and ex- 


portation out of the kingdom, which was 
printed at Barcelona in the year 1718, but at 


a price and value, which the ſaid collectors 


are pleaſed to give them, fince plain velvets, 
black as well as other colours, in his majeſty's 


tarif bear only the intrinſick value of ſeven 
livres per cana (which is two Caſtilian yards), 
at which rate there 1s Charged upon them the 


« 15 per 
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x5 per cent, ſor exportation, But when they 
are ſold for home conſumption, we find that 
the collectors arbitrarily make their intrinſick 
value ten livres per cana, and according to this 


advanced price they charge the duty of the 


Bolla, ſo that by ſuch a proceeding velvet 
comes to pay above 21 per cent. to the Bolla, 
according to the real and intrinſick value, 
which his majeſty has given it; and in da- 
maſks and other woven goods the manufactu- 
rers ſuffer the ſame diſproportion and injuſtice, 
and in ſome kinds of commodities they pay 
this duty at the rate of 27 per cent. 


« That this duty of the Bolla is alſo a great 


clog upon the ſale of goods, as upon ſome 


days there 1s not a regular attendance of the. 
officers at the cuſtomary hours; and in a caſe 

of neceſſity, that ſhall happen not within the 
uſual hours, they cannot be fold; and ſome- 


times the ſeller, notwithſtanding he has dit- 
patched the goods, by their not being ſent at 


the time the buyer wanted them, is diſap- 
© pointed of the opportunity. And fince he 
can only be allowed the ſpace of 24 hours, ac- 
cidents that happen very frequently, people 
are very much diſinclined to an occupation, 
that ſubjects them to ſo great a ſervitude. 
« That theſe, and other inconveniences, not 


only prejudice thoſe trades, but affect alſo 
many other individuals, ſuch as filk throwſ- 
ters, dyers, linnen and woollen weavers, cloth- 
workers, taylors, and ſeveral other occupations, 
who find equal evils, and ſuffer no leſs damage 


from this duty by trade falling off daily, and 
being as it were annihilated, Beſides that it 
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deprives of ſuſtenance a great number of wo. 
men and families that earn a livelihood b 

winding filk, and ſpinning wool, eſpecially at 
this time, when neceſſity has conſtrained many 


women of good families to maintain them. 


ſelves by labour early and late; and now the 


ſcarcity of this kind of work occaſions a la-. 


mentable indigence, which is deſervedly an 


object of the paternal tenderneſs of his majeſty, | 


and calls for a remedy, 


That even the damage, which his majeſty's | 


royal patrimony ſuſtains from it, is {till great- 


er, both becauſe the general decay of theſe | 
crafts, by means of which are raiſed thoſe very 


duties, muſt needs occaſion a proportionable 
reduction of them, and theſe, for want of 
goods to be taxed, be in like ruinous circum- 


ſtances; and alfo becauſe contraband goods 
are generally foreign, there being no riſk upon | 


them, but only at their coming in; and it 1s eaſy 
to bring them in on account of the little room 
ſilks take up; and after they are once brought in 


unentred, the conſumption of them 1s certain, 


Theſe are the true reaſons, that notwithſtand- 


ing the duty be ſo high, and chargeable upon 


all goods, whether filk or woollen, made at 


home for wearing apparel, it brings in from 


twenty to 25,000 dacats, yearly ; and upon the 
imports 60,000 ducats, a little more or leſs, 
and the ſtock on which they are raiſed is to be 
valued at above 600,c00 dollars. As this is 
a very trifling ſum, which is raiſed by the en- 


tries, the kingdom ſuffers a triple damage from 


it, the extraction of her coin, a decreaſe in its 


inhabitants, and the total ruin of commerce. 


« But 
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ut in caſe we aboliſh a tax, that is ſo pernici- 
ous to the common wealth, the revenue would 
find a great augmentation, as we ſhould inſure 
an increaſe of our manufactures, and a liveli- 
hood for our people, detain the money in his 
majeſty's dominions, and revive both a foreign 
and a home trade, Theſe were the motives 
that induced them to petition his majeſty to 
take compaſſion of their caſe, and order the 
duty of the Bolla to be no longer impoſed up- 
on woven and other goods made of filk, wool, 

flax, and cotton, that ſhould be manufactured 
in that principality, and that it be only continu- 
ed upon the foreign goods, and at the ſame time 
to confirm, and enlarge the privileges, indul- 


gences, and prerogatives, that were granted 
them. 


« It was made appear by a particular repre- 
ſentation of miniſters, that very well under- 
ſtood the intereſts of Catalonia, that during 
the two laſt centuries the manufacture and 
commerce of all the woven goods above men- 
tioned flouriſhed in that principality, both by 
means of the ingenuity and induſtry of its in- 
habitants, and the populouſneſs of the pro- 


vince, fo that few or no foreign commodities 
were brought in; but that they have decayed 


as much by the accident of wars and epidemical 
diſeaſes, and having their materials, and even ma- 
nufactured goods loaded with exceſſive duties, 
and it has given occaſion to their having been 
drained of conſiderable ſums of money, to pay 


& for ſuch as have come from abroad. Hence 


cc 


has alſo reſulted great prejudice to his majeſty's 
revenues, eſpecially on account of the little 
Vor. II. 4 1 money 
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„money that circulates, and is detained in the 


country, the ſcarcity of which leſſens the taxes, 


and makes it very difficult to get what is raiſed 
upon them; inconveniencies, that can only he; 
remedied by re-eſtabliſhing thoſe manufac. | 
ries, reducing the duties laid both upon the 
materials and woven goods, and encouraging | 
the weavers by immunities and privileges, 


That the duty of the Bolla conſiſts of a fif. 
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teen per cent. ad valorem upon all the above 


goods, and is charged at the time of retailing, 
or diſpoſal of them for the wear and con. 


ſumption of its inhabitants, of whatever condi. 
tion they be, including even the eccleſiaſticks 
by virtue of a bull from the Pope; and that 
the form of collecting it is very offenſive, and 
a clog upon trade and manufactures, both for 


the reaſons already alledged in the memorial 


juſt now cited, and others, which the aboyc 
miniſters have added, and apprehend to be un- 
avoidable, ſo long as the duty of the Bolla ſhall 
ſubſiſt; the aboliſhing of which they judge 


neceſſary for the recovery of thoſe fabricks, as| 


it has been found ſo in the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, fince the duty, that goes under the 
name of general del corte, and reſembles that of 
the Bolla, both in its nature and manner of 
collecting, was ſuppreſſed by order of his maje- 
ſy : obſerving farther, that this duty is farmed 
at little more than fifty thouſand dollars, by 
which the king's revenue is benefited 27,000 
dollars, and that if noother tax were impoſed 


to replace it; the treaſury would receive no 


prejudice from it, but rather be advantaged, 


when we conſider how much the other reve 
5 „ Nu 
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tt nues would be augmented; for the moment 

« the manufactories ſhould be enlarged, there 

« would be more contributers, and a greater con- 

« ſumption both of commodities and fruits, upon 
which ſeveral other impoſts depend. | 
That the penſions, or claims upon the duty 
Jof the Bolla, and the revenues general, as ſet- 
« fled to that year, conſiſt of 23, oo0 dollars, 
and that to replace part of this ſum, it might 
ebe ordered, that fifteen per cent. be charged i in 
the cuſtom houſe upon every thing, that ſhall 
go out or come into that principality, as we 
find it in the ports of Caſtile, inſtead of the ten 
per cent. which moſt part of what is entred 
for Catalonia now pays, an abatement, that 
was made in confideration of the high duty of 
the Bolla; and that the ſaid fifteen per cent. 
be exacted, regulating it by the tarif, or book 


means will be prevented the confuſion ariſing 
from the reduction of coin, weights, and mea- 


thoſe of Caſtile, as they differ very much from 
each other, as well as the names that are given 
there to commodities and proviſions. 


other woollen goods, whether manufactured 
ae: © in that country, or brought from abroad, pay, 
ned © beſides the Bolla, another tax called plomo de 
by ramos, which confiſts of ſix deniers upon each 
ooo cana of cloth; four upon that of bays; and 
ede three upon every cana of the other goods, that 
no“ are narrower, which is collected upon the 
2&0, home manufactures at the time of Gy them 
eve out of the loom. 

nues a 60 That 


of rates, which is made for Catalonia. By this 


ſures of that principality to a ſtandard with 


« They declared alſo, that cloths, bays and 


— 
— xe — 
te tat ety - - " 
ttc —— — 4 — — — — m_ 
* n — — ——ä—— — — — — — — —— —— — — — 
ah — — — — — _—_ _ — . —— ů —— — — — r _ 
its — — 9 — — — * 9 os - - — * yy — — — — —— 1 
. 8 — ——— —— — > 40 ne cg . —— —- — : 7 — — > 2 DX PAL . _ 
— ts \ wo - — - - — — = * — - - 
R — — — — — — — — I — * — — 
* —— eyes ap — - — ae * - 


i: 4 
' 
| 
i 
14 
1 
: 
5 
{iy 
16466 
i 


— — 
— ee mn — — 


— . Gift 
IS — — 


2 a 
— — af - - bs — 1 
— . ̃ ̃ ˙ ——— CIOS —— — — — 
' 


1 

i 
| 
{ 
t 
1 


CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
4c 
cc 
ec 
cc 


cc 


cc 
ce 
4e 
40 
cc 
cc 
ce 
c 


cc 


ce 


324 


The THEO RV and PRACTICE 
« That in the cuſtom houſes of Barcelona js 


alſo charged, beſides the ſtated duties, three or | 
four quartillos per cent. for that of the Pye. | 
tas, and five fixths per cent. for that of the 
Pariage, impoſed upon all goods, thar come | 
in by ſhipping. But that ſpicery, paper, ca. 
cao, ſugar, vanellas, and others, that pay the | 
fifteen per cent. are not chargeable to the ſaid | 
duties of Puertas and Pariage, in conſidera. | 
tion of the other being ſo high ; the caſe is the 
ſame with all ſuch goods as come by ſea or | 
land from the other cuſtom houſes of Spain, | 
with a certificate of having paid the duties of 
fifteen per cent. * 2 
That the increaſe, which his majeſty's re. 
venue will receive by advancing the duties, | 
that are now paid in Catalonia upon entry into | 
that kingdom, to fifteen per cent. in the ſhape | 
abovementioned, is five per cent. a little more 
or leſs, in the cuſtom houſes out of Barcelona | 
upon all forts of linnens, woven goods of thread | 
and cotton, and upon wines brought in from | 


any place out of the kingdom. 


« That it is one and two thirds per cent. up- | 
on all ſorts of leather, ſkins, and wax from the 
Levant, looſe cotton from Malta, Alquitran, | 
* cochinille, campeche, wood, copperas, lead, 
gunpowder, pitch, and tin oar ; and upon all 
goods made of ſilk, hair and wool, eleven and} 
two thirds per cent. and the ſame upon all 
fiſh, ſalt beef, thread, dyed filk, ribbons of all 
ſorts, ſtockings, hats, hardwares, iron, ſteel} 
and copper unwrought, pipe ſtaves, dried 
fruits, all ſorts of apothecary's drugs, and other 
ſmall articles, ſheep, hogs, mules, &c. and} 

« though} 
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though there be charged about 52 per cent. 
in the ſaid cuſtom houſes out of Barcelona, 
upon all ſorts of goods made up, or worked 
with the needle for wearing apparel, tin manu- | 
factured, and other materials wrought up in | 
any ſhape, as alſo cotton ſpun or in the ſkeyn | 
brought from the Levant, ſo few are the ſaid 5 
commodities, that are brought in and entred j 
upon account of the high duty, that they can 
very little reduce thoſe of the fifteen per cent. 
that ſhall be charged, nay the product will 
be rather augmented by a reduction of the duty, 
as we ſhall prevent the frauds, that are uſually 
committed in this merchandiſe for the reaſons 
abovementioned, = 
0 That upon fruits of their own growth, and 
other goods exported by fea out of that prin- 9 
cipality for any other kingdom, or by the fron- | 
tiers for France by land, his majeſty's revenue 
will be a gainer by this eſtabliſhment of fifteen 
per cent. and in particular of an eight and a 
three per cent. upon all forts of wines, bran- 
dies, vinegar, oils, biſcuit, hard ſoap, parch- 
ment, almonds, filberts, pine apples, walnuts, 
MY < cheſtnuts, and all forts of ſeeds, pulſe, lemons, 
„( limes, oranges, and citrons; upon ſaffron about 
* fix per cent. and upon all other forts of goods 
« and fruits of their own growth, that ſhall be ex- 
ported, eleven and two thirds per cent. nearly i 
e according to the valuation made of all of them ig 
in the tarifs of that principality. —— 
«© That after taking off tne duty of the Bolla [4 
e upon goods made of ſilk, hair, and wool, it 1 
«« ſeems proper and natural to do the fame to . 
that upon hats, which is alſo impoſed both up- l 
"6 4 0 
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ce found expedient, there may be laid an addi- 
tional ſols upon every pack of cards, by way 
of equivalent to replace the ſols, that is now 


cc 
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hes Hat. | + | 

„ That as the eccleſiaſticks and knights are 

not exempt from the duty of the Bolla, and 

* they contribute to it by virtue of a bull from 
| « the 


ce 


on the foreign and home manufacture, at the 
rate of a ſols of a Catalan ardites upon every 
hat of whatever price; and this duty is charged 
as univerſally as that upon woven goods; as 
alſo is that of the Bolla upon cards, whether 
they be of a foreign or home manufacture, and 
both are farmed at the price of 1633 livres ar- 
dites yearly, the impoſt upon the ſaid cards be. 
ing a real ardites upon every pack; and that 
this may continue under the title of the reve. | 
nue upon cards, as it is in the reſt of the pro- 


this impoſt rigorouſly ; and in ſuch ſhape this 
revenue alone may bring in as much or more, 
than what this tax and that upon hats is farmed 
at; but that it ought to be put under admi- 
niſtration on accompt of the crown, and the 
introduction of foreign cards into that princi- 
pality prohibited; ſo that there will be an in- 


mers of this duty will be prevented from grant- 
ing the indulgences in it, which it is preſumed, 
they do, and charge only a moiety of it, by way 
of preventing the frauds that are uſually com- 
mitted by running foreign cards; and it is on 
this account, that nobody will give a better 
price for both farms; and that, if it ſhall be 


« charged ta the duty of the Bolla upon every 
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heavy a load, they ſhould chearfully admit the 
advantageous eſtabliſhment, and pay the ad- 
vance upon the duties general, and of war, &c. 


now chargeable in the cuſtom houſes, and 
which they are alſo liable to themſelves, ſo as 
to raiſe them up to the fifteen per cent. that 


ſhall be laid upon all goods and merchandiſe, 
purchaſed for their own uſe and conſumption, 
ſince this impoſt is much eaſier than that of 


the Bolla, with an exemption from the duties 
of the Puertas and Pariage within Barcelona, 


to which they are liable, and the reſt of the 
families and inhabitants, who do not enjoy this 


immunity, ſhould pay it, in caſe it be ordered 
that theſe two duties continue in that city up- 
on foreign commodities brought in, at above 


fifteen per cent. which ſhall be laid upon them. 
© That meaſure was alſo repreſented to be a 
ſure one, which is majeſty was pleaſed to take, 
and of which mention has been made in chap- 
ters 55 and 101, for the encouragement of the 


manufactories of Valencia, and what his Moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty is ſaid to have made uſe of, 
by prohibiting under rigorous penalties the 
wear of all manufaGures from the Levant, 

China, and other parts of Aſia; as alſo ſuch as 
are made in imitation of them in any part of 
Europe, even thoſe printed in his own king- 


dom without any limitation; and that it would 


be prudent to make the law in all his majeſty's 
dominions, adding all theſe circumſtances to 
the prohibition, abovementioned, which his 
majeſty was pleaſed to order by his royal de- 
cree of June 20, 1718, by its being evident, 

T & © that 


the Pope, it ſeems, that upon being eaſed of ſo 
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that the beauty and cheapneſs of like goods is 
the thing, that makes them pleaſe, and find a 
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market, to the ruin of our own manufactoriet 


and the prejudice of this kingdom and its inha- | 
bitants, who, impoſed upon by the feeming | 
reaſonableneſs in the price, are put to greater 
expence by the bad wear of them, which is 
owing to their not being of the ſtandard and 
goodneſs required by law; and by this means 


our own commodities no longer find a vent; 
for being made better, they cannot be ſold at 
the ſame price, and our manufactories decay, 


or are quite deſtroyed, and in conſequence of | 


it his majeſty's duties. 


«« ]t was propoſed at the ſame time, that in caſe 
the duty of the Bolla, which had hitherto been 
chargeable at the time of retailing, ſhould be 
taken off, to lay a dury upon the importation 


and exportation by ſea or land of all forts of 


goods and fruits, whether foreign, or of their 
own growth and produce, that do not in that 


principality pay the fifteen per cent. and that 


it do not exceed the difference between what 
they are now charged and the ſaid fifteen per 
cent. taking off the exceſs, or the duty, which 


made up the fifteen per cent. and was charge 
able upon the retailer. 


« That it ſhould be conſidered, we by this 


ſtep guard againſt the oppoſition, which the 


ecclefiaſticks may make, and which muſt va- 


niſh as void of all foundation, ſince they will 
have no reaſon to pretend, that their immunity 
has been invaded by the charge of fifteen per 
cent, upon goods, which they ſhall import from 
other kingdoms for their own uſe and conſump- 
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tion; becauſe they would contribute leſs to the 
revenue, being inclined to conſider this aug- 
mentation, as a new tax, from which they are 
exempt, though it ſhould be deemed a ſubſti- 
tute for the fifteen per cent. of the ſaid Bolla, 
which they are under obligation to pay. Since, 
as it is ordered to exact an additional ſum equal 
to the exceſs of the fifteen per cent. above what 
is now charged to the revenues general, and of 
war, in the cuſtom houſe at importation and 
exportation, it is manifeſt, that the ſame tax, 
which the eccleſiaſticks are liable to, will be 
ſtill preſerved, and with no other difference than 
in the mode of collecting, which is an act of 
ſovereignty in princes, and in this inſtance 
viſibly to the advantage of the very eccleſiaſ- 
ticks, who would be excuſed the payment of 
fifteen per cent. upon the retailer, 


„ Suppoſing that this difficulty, which pal- 


pably vaniſhes, could only occur in commo- 
dities, which they ſhould purchaſe in other 
kingdoms for their own uſe, and import into the 
principality at their own riſk, but not in thoſe, 
which they ſhould buy 1n it for the ſame pur- 
poſe of foreigners, or natives that are the im- 
porters, by theſe being the perſons, who, by 
their entring them for trade, are the occaſion, 
are indebted, and ought to pay thoſe of the 
Diezmos and Puertas, and no leſs upon thoſe, 
which the eccleſiaſticks ſhall export for ſale in 
other kingdoms, but its being an act of trade 
and commerce, which obliges them to the pay- 
ment, and his majeſty has alſo determined the 
thing to be general, 
« That on the fame account other nations can- 
not remonſtrate, pleading that they are charged 
higher 


« 
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« higher duties, than they were in the reign of 


38 


king Charles the ſecond (who is in glory) nor 


ec that they pay more than the natives; it appear- 
ce ing, as it does appear, that as well foreign goods 
« and commodities as our own contributed, and 


ce do contribute to all the ſaid duties at entry, 


t and ſome about 52 per cent. and fifteen per | 


ce cent. for that of the Bolla at the time of retail. 


« ing, and that by this new eſtabliſhment pro- 
« poſed, it cannot equal even the latter charge, | 
ce the uncertainty of an augmentation is made | 
« plain, and a reduction of the duties, they are | 
* obliged to pay, quite evident; and conſequent- 
« ly a greater advantage to their trade, which | 


cc even without ſuch circumſtances would war- 


te rant the regulation of the fifteen per cent. which | 
ce 1s contributed in all the cuſtom houſes of Spain, 


« and in the kingdom of Valencia, where it is 


« eſtabliſhed.” 
This is the ſubſtance of a repreſentation made 
by the filk weavers of Barcelona, and of a me- 
morial preſented by miniſters zealous in the ſer- 
vice of his majeſty, and who very well under- | 
ſtood the intereſts of that principality, and de- 
liver alſo their ſentiments in reſpect to ſome points, | 
which are conſidered in this chapter. And I mult | 
needs ſay, that the reaſons here urged for taking | 
off the ſaid duty of the Bolla are ſo convincing | 
and plain, that it would be miſ-ſpending time | 
to detain the reader with any farther explication. 
The bare peruſal of this narrative is ſufficient to } 


make us apprehend the intereſt we have in ſup- 


preſſing this moſt pernicious tax; and we have 
nothing farther to conſider, than the beſt manner | 


of carrying it into execution, 
It 
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It has been already ſaid, that the annual pro- 
duce of this revenue amounts to little more than 
fifty thouſand dollars, and as there are charged 
upon it penſions to 23,000 dollars, as it ſtood in 
the year 1722, there will remain a balance of 
27,000 in favour of the treaſury. And it is m 
apprehenſion, that in reſpect to this ſum, there 
will be no temptation to ſeek for duties of ano- 
ther kind, as an equivalent to replace it; for do 
we but once take off this heavy clog upon our 
manufactories and trade, the king's revenue will 
be ſo conſiderably advanced, that if it happen to 
loſe in one way this ſmall ſum, it will acquire 
above a hundred thouſand dollars in another. And 
if in aid to this meaſure we ſhould take in thoſe, 
which I recommended in the laſt and ſome other 
chapters, as general proviſions in favour of ma- 
nufactures and commerce, it may be expected, 
that the improvements to his majeſty's revenue for 
Catalonia only would exceed two hundred thou- 
ſand doblons, independant of other favourable 
conſequences, that will reſult from thence to the 
advantage of the monarchy, and which have been 


already pointed out. 


Though it be juſt, that the 23,000 dollars, 
chargeable to the penſions upon the duty of the 
Bolla, be conſigned over to a revenue fixed and 
ſure, that they may be punctually paid, I do not 
think it neceſſary, or expedient, that on this ac- 
count we cauſe to be paid the fifteen per cent. 
which is propoſed at entry in the cuſtom houſes 
outwards and inwards, and charging it indiffe- 
rently upon all hand and fruits, both be- 
cauſe this general rule would be averſe to the good 
diſpoſition and management of commerce, which 


calls 
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calls for thoſe diſtinctions and differences to be 
made in the book of rates, as I have ſet forth at 
large from the 81*® to the 94 chapter; and be. 

cauſe it is expedient, that the duties upon exports 
and imports in Catalonia be upon a level with 
thoſe that are now in force, or ſhall hereafter be | 
eſtabliſhed in the reſt of the provinces of Spain up. | 
on the ſea coaſt, taking due care to advance ſome 
of them, and reduce others, in order to diſcou- | 
rage the importation of foreign manufactures, and |} 
to facilitate the exportation of our o.] jn, aid for | 
other ſervices, which have been intimated in the | 
abovementioned and ſome other chapters. Upon | 
theſe accounts I apprehend, that no other inno- 
vation ſhould be made in the cuſtom houſes up- | 
on the coaſt of that principality, and thoſe upon | 
the confines of France, fave ſuch a reform, as | 
will place the duties upon exports and imports on | 
the very ſame footing, as they are ſettled in the | 
cuſtom houſes under the crown of Caſtile, and | 
even 1n thoſe of the kingdom of Valencia, includ- 
ing in the ſum exacted, not only the Diezmos, | 
and the other duties properly belonging to the 
cuſtom houſe, but alſo the impoſts of the Mil- 

| Jones, which are at the ſame time charged upon 
the entry of certain commodities, in particular, | 
fiſh, paper, cacao, ſugar, and other things, ob- | 
ſerving the regulation I propoſed in the chap- | 
ters 85 and 87; 1n order that the payment of the | 
abovementioned impoſts of the Millones be not | 

charged double in that principality, and in Va- 
lencia. It is alſo to be obſerved by way of pre- 
paration for ſuch a reform, that certain goods 
and fruits now pay in the cuſtom houſes of Cata- 
lonia above the fifteen per cent. and others 8 * | 
lels | 
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leſs, without any juſtifiable motive for ſuch an 
inequality, and which it is expedient to correct, 
and adjuſt to the plan, which I have drawn out 
for all the cuſtom houſes of Spain in general. In 
favour of ſuch an uniformity, or equality, among 
other things may be urged, that any difference 
whatever, which ſhould be eſtabliſhed or tolerat- 
ed, would diſturb the order and good ceconomy 
of. commerce; and it 1s certain, that as there is no 
particular motive to demand or allow of excep- 
tions, under this circumſtance no advantage can 
be diſpenſed to one province, without doing in- 
jury to another; and in caſe any of them ſhould 
be oppreſſed by the diſpoſition of the above duties, 
it would be the ſame thing, as to baniſh and an- 
nihilate the commerce of thoſe places, to the great 
damage of his majeſty's revenues, and other in- 
tereited perſons. 

As it appears, that cloths, bays, and other 
woollen goods, whether manufactured in that 
country, or imported from abroad, pay, beſides 
the Bolla, a duty, that has been mentioned un- 


der the title of plomos de ramos, and that the col- 
lecting of it creates great vexation, it will be alſo 


prudent to take it off, at leaſt upon the goods ma- 


nufactured at home. 


To return to the obligation we are under, to 
appropriate ſome other fixed revenue for the pay- 


ment of the ſaid 23,000 dollars it is chargeable 
with to the penſions, I am of opinion, that pur- 


ſuing in the main his majeſty's plan, in reſpect 
to the kingdom of Valencia, as it has been ex- 


Plained in the chapters 55 and 101, we may con- 


tinue the duty of the Bolla, which is now paid 
upon cards, and conſiſts of a real ardites, and to 
add 
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add a ſols of that money; ſo that what will be 
chargeable upon each pack, muſt in the whole 
amount to ſomething above a real and half vel- 
on; and this revenue may alſo be monopoliſ- 
ed, and the importation and conſumption of fo- 


reign cards be abſolutely prohibited, as it is the 
practice in almoſt every country. 


We may alſo continue the duties, which, under 


the title of Puertas and Pariage, are chargeable 
in the cuſtom houſe of Barcelona, and which has 
been obſerved to be ſomewhat above four and a 
half per cent. on condition, that they be demanded 
only upon the commodities and fruits, which ſhall 


come in from abroad, and received upon all of 


them without exception to any country, 


The duty of the Bolla, which the hatters now 


pay, may at the ſame time be in force upon all 
ſuch as ſhall be imported from foreign kingdoms, 
without making any innovation of the continua- 
tion of theſe duties, both as they are very ſmall, 
and as of their own nature they may be valued as 
city Arbitrios to bear the chaiges of their own 
juſticiary, as it is done at Malaga, Cadiz, Sevil, and 
other places, notwithſtanding the principal cuſtom 
houſe duties, which are payable to the revenue. 


The produce of theſe four ſmall revenues, cards, 


Puertas, Pariages, and Bolla upon foreign hats 
may be appropriated as a fund for the payment 
of the abovementioned 23, ooo dollars to the pen- 
ſions; and in conſideration that they will not be 
ſufficient to diſcharge the whole, it may be order- 
ed, that the price of ſalt which is ſold in that 
principality for their own conſumption, be ad- 


vanced two reals vellon upon every fanega, as it 


18 s done 1 in Valencia under the ſame circumſtances 
. (as 
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(as it has been already mentioned) and that the 
amount from this duty, or advanced price, be 
alſo appropriated to the above penſions, or debt 
upon the Bolla, without giving occaſion to the 
eccleſiaſticks, or any other intereſted perſons, to 
complain of this impoſition, or the reſt, which 
I propoſe to change and increaſe, ſince upon the 
whole what will then be charged upon them will 
be ſo much leſs, than the amount of the impoſt 
of the Bolla, to the payment of which they are at 
this time obliged, and will be exempt from, in 
caſe. theſe regulations ſhall be approved. 

It may be expected, that all theſe branches of 
the revenues will yield ſufficient for the entire 
payment of the penſions, as they now ſtand, and 
even ſomewhat more, than they are rated in their 
clear value. However, ſhould there be found ſome 
deficience in the experiment, orders may be given 
to make an exact eſtimate of their value, and 
make up the amount of what is ſhort out of the 
principal duties of the cuſtom houſes. For though 
by this means his majeſty's revenue will be oblig- 
ed to pay ſome portion of them, which will be 
always very moderate, it will not ſuſtain any loſs, 
when we conſider the great improvement it muſt 
needs be to the revenues, as ſoon as we re- 
move the great clogs, that now bear down the 
manufactories and trade of that principality. But 
ſhould it be found, that the produce of the 
ſaid ſmall revenues exceeds the amount of pen- 
ſions, we may then apply the ſurplus to the 
uſe of the treaſury; or rather take off the duty, 
which is propoſed, of two reals vellon upon a fanega 
of ſalt; or any other of them, which ſhall appear 
better proportioned to the ſtate of the exceeding, 
ee CHAP, 
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Meaſures to increaſe the revenue of tobacco in 
Spain, by better management in the purchaſe of 
it in the iſland of Cuba: That it may be brought 
over at ' a ſmall charge in his majeſty's own 
ſhips, or thoſe belonging to private merchants in 
; 25 trade, by their touching at the Havana, 


Advantages alſo to be made by roll tobacco in 


that iſland, and taking proper fleps to increaſe 


the manufacture of tobacco in this kingdom, as 


alſo the conſumption and trade In all forts of 
T7pis commodity. De: 


I the cloſe of the 195 N Sas of 


the ſtate and value of his majeſty's re- 


venues, -I intimated the conſiderable increaſe, 
Which that of tobaceo had received, and that ſob 


perſons of experience and publick ſpirit aſſured 


me, that if proper regulations were made for 
the better improvement, 


after, and much admired, eſpecially what is 
waſhed and made up at Sevil, and I did not de- 


ſcend into particulars on the ſubject, becauſe I was 
not ſufficiently furniſhed with materials to do it 
ſafely. But after a conſiderable part of this treatiſe 


was printed off, Don Franciſco de Varas y Val- 
des; a perſon very well experienced in the India 


trade, has obliged me with ſeveral pieces of in- 


mne that may be n e and re- 
itt lative 


- adminiſtration, and 
fale of the curious tobaccoes from the Havana, : 
this revenue - would raiſe five or fix millions 

of crowns, from the- greater conſumption there- 
would be of it, both in his majeſty's dominions 
and foreign kingdoms, where it is eagerly ſought. 
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lative to this important affair, the ſubſtance of 


which I have thought proper to give in this place; 
becauſe it may conduce greatly to the ſervice of 
his majeſty and the general advantage of the king- 
dom, acknowledging, that the principal of what 
is related or propoſed in this chapter, we owe to 
the penetration and zeal of the miniſter above- 
mentioned, and what additions my inferior abili- 
ties have been able to make, is to be reduced to 
ſome few circumſtances of leſs im portance, Tough 
pertinent to this ſubject, 

Tobacco is the molt profitable and certain re- 
venue, which his majeſty poſſeſſes, and will be 


daily receiving improvements, if we employ the 


care and circumſpection, which it deſerves, in 

the adminiſtration of it. 
There have been frequent conſultations upon 

the decay of it, and the badneſs of the tobaccoes, 


and the ſmall quantity of the ſtrong and leaf to- 


bacco which is brought from the Havana; and 


for this reaſon propoſals have been ſeveral times 


made to his majeſty, that three or four hulks be 
every year diſpatched to that port to fetch the 
tobacco, we want, and at other times it has been 


repreſented, that for the better ſupply of the ma- 
nufactor ies, it would be prudent to contract with 


foreigners for certain quantities of ſtrong tobacco, 
of which there 1s in general a ſcarcity ; as alſo of 
the leaf tobacco conceiting, that our ſhips can- 
not bring over ſufficient tor our ordinary con- 
ſumption. 

Theſe two propoſals (like ſeveral others that 
have been made) are apprehended to be very pre- 
judicial; the firſt, becauſe it would create confu- 
ſion, and do injury in the trade between theſe king- 

Vor. II. Z doms 


— 4 — = 
— ——  —— — — I DT IT — — 
_ ” - ah 
1 ow — — — — 294 ——— — 


Ein ———— * — 
» 1 
. 83 — - 


— . > — o 
a U pe . .*. 
— a — — PE — —ꝛ— 
- . 
PRE a. - — — — — 


— —̃ r— D—— * » N 
— — nr 2 
my 1 — — — — — - 
—— . 3 2 _ wu m 
— 1 — 8 4 7; LG A * 8 
. 32 tas 82 . — 4 * 4 2 0 2 


* * — 


338 The T HRE OR and PRACTICE 
doms and the Indies, more eſpecially in that of 
the flotas and galeons, which will always merit 
our firſt attention, independant 'of the great ex- 
pence, that muſt ariſe from the fitting out and 
maintenance of the ſaid hulks. The ſecond, becauſe 
Itwould rob his majeſty's ſubjectsof the profits of this 
commerce, and reſign it up without any kind of ne- 
ceſſity to foreigners. For it is certain, that the de- 
fects, which have been complained of, proceed en- 


tirely from our own negligence, and may be correct. 


ed with great eaſe; and when ever weſhall be pleated 
to have in Spain the largeſt magazines of ſtrong and 
leaf tobacco for chewing or ſnuff, there cannot 
be the leaſt difficulty in doing it, eſpecially at a 
time we have ſo regular a navigation from Ame- 
rica, and the ſhips employed in it, are capable of 
bringing yearly double the quantity of what is ex. 


pended or conſumed in the manufactories of the 


kingdom. For ſince the conſumption is three 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, and it is 
plain that his majeſty's ſhips and the merchant 
men are ſufficient to import ſix millions yearly 


for the conſumption of his majeſty's dominions, 


and even the ſupply of demands abroad, without 
any need of contracts with foreigners or others, 
or even to make any alteration in the failing or- 
ders of the flotas, galeons, azogue, regiſters and 
advice ſhips; becauſe they are ſufficient for tran- 
ſporting that quantity with great eaſe, provided 
they touch once a year at the Havana, which they 
may do, without running any riſk of the loading 

they return with, for this is uſually very light. 
That this revenue may be raiſed to, and pre- 
ferved in its meridian glory, it is expedient, that 
We e large quantities of fine watt” to- 
acco 
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bacco, well flavoured and good; and that this be 
manufactured to the beſt advantage, we muſt im- 
port a quantity anſwerable to our conſumption 
of the ſtrong and unmanutactured tobacco and 
ſnuff, and all the cut and leaf tobacco, that ſhall 
be wanted, as well tor grinding as pigtail. Such 
a regulation is the more convenient, as his ma- 
jeſty may order to be brought, on the account of 
the crown, a third part of the tobaccoes, that 
ſhall be neceſſary, leaving the other two thirds to be 
_ purchaſed by Spaniſh merchants, who may diſ- 

pole of them in Spain for the ale of the revenue, 

as it has been always done, they being paid for 
them according to the goodneſs of the commodity; 
for in this ſhape his majeſty's revenue will be very 
much benefited, and his ſubjects have the conve- 
vience of bartering their own goods for tobacco 
without any riſk. And as to ſuch as ſhall be 
brought on his majeſty's accompt, whether they 
be ſnuff or leaf, ſhould come over in the king's 
ſhips, on board which they may be ſtowed con- 
veniently; and the reſt, as it has been done of late 
years, be ſhipped on board the private trade upon 
freight, at the rate of eight reals plate per arrob, 
which 1s ſo current a price to the owners of veſ- 
ſels, that they will ſhip tobaccoes mans to oy 
fort of fruit. 

By ſuch a proviſion we ſhall never be expoſed 
to the want of good tobaccoes ; and that we may 
poſſeſs them in plenty, and be leſs liable to a ſcar- 
city of fine and waſhed tobaccoes, which are 
ſo much admired in foreign countries, it will be 
proper at the ſame time for his majeſty to ap- 
point, and conſtantly have at the Havana a per- 
{on of ikill and experience in tobacco, and of ap- 

2 2 proved 
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proved integrity and publick ſpirit, to purchaſe 
every year at the time of en eight thouſand 
quintals of leaf tobacco, and two thouſand quin- 
tals of ſtrong made into ſnuff, both of the beſt 
kind, or larger quantities, if there ſhall be a ne- 
| ceſſity. For as it is at the time of harveſt, and 
we go to market with ready money, it will be 
procured with little trouble, and no difficulty; 
and there is no queſtion, but by buying up a mil. 
lion of pounds, which may be done yearly upon 
his majeſty's accompt, and what the private tra- 
ders will bring over in the flotas, galeons, and re- 
Liſter; ſhips, our manufactories will be ſupplied 
with plenty of choice tobaccoes ſo that there will 
be every day a ſenſible increaſe of the revenue; 
and ſhould it be found afterwards, that by reaſon 
of the goodneſs and better management of the to- 


baccoes, there be a greater conſumption of them, 


both at home and abroad, as it is very natural to 
imagine, larger quantities may be PRIN both 
here and there. 

That every thing may be upon a footing, which 
ill improve the revenue, as much as can be 
wiſhed, and prevent many loſſes and unneceſſary 
charges, we ought to increaſe the number of mills 
and:workſhops in the Sevil manufactory; for as 
thoſe that are now eſtabliſhed cannot yield a quan- 


tity of waſhed tobacco ſufficient for our own con- 


ſumption, much leſs to anſwer the demands for it 
from abroad, where it is valued and eagerly ſought 
after, they are obliged to labour in them day and 
night, not without great confuſion, beſides the 
ex pence of ſix or ſeven hundred lights, from 
whence enſue great prejudice, and it is not the 
leaſt, that by their MY: and diſorder they can- 
Arr. not 
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not manufacture this commodity fo well as it ought 
to: be; a thing that redounds to the diſcredit of the 
fabrick, though it be very famous all over the world. 
To guard againſt theſe inconveniencies, by aug- 
menting the number of mills, magazines, and 
workſhops, ſome perſons have propoſed the erect- 
ing of a new manufactory, making uſe of the old 
materials, and building it upon ground belonging 
to the crown, with all the conveniencies, that thall 
be neceſſary. Upon this head I have had an opportu- 
nity of conſulting the engineer general Don George 
Proſpero de Verbom, whois ſenſible of the impor- 
tance of ſuch a work; for he told me, that having 
taken a ſurvey himſelf of the ground moſt proper 
for it within that city, as alſo conſidered the 
ſtrength and extent requiſite for a building, 
which is to contain ſuch a number and variety 
of workſhops, and other conveniencies anſwer- 
able to the augmentation, eaſe, and ſecurity of the 
ſaid manufactory, he had pitched upon the beſt 
ſite for the building, and determined the dimen- 
ſions, and all other circumſtances relating to it, to 
enable him to form a draught or plan of this im- 
portant edifice; and that, though it will coſt a 
great deal, it ought to be no objection, conſider- 
ing the advantages, that will reſult from it; ſo 
great, that his majeſty's revenue will in a few 
months make itſelf whole after ſuch a diſburſe- 
ment; both by means of the profits, that will 
ariſe from the larger conſumption of waſhed to- 

baccoes, and the advantages, that will be inſtantly 
obtained in the articles of carriage, waſte, thefts, 
and high wages, which are now occaſioned by the 
ſtraitneſs and other defects of the workſhops, and 
more eſpecially as they are contiguous to other 

5 4 families; 


342 The TAE OR and PRACTICE 
families; a circumſtance too favourable to many 
abuſes, and all of them reaſons, that prove it 
convenient and neceſſary to direct the plan of ſuch 
an edifice to be inſtantly formed, with its eleva- 
tion, profile, and charge; and, With the appro- 
bation of his majeſty, to give orders, and take 
the neceſſary ſteps for carrying on the work with 
all the expedition, that ſhall be poſſible. 
Though it be apprehended, that the manufac- 
ture of Sevil, thus enlarged and improved, may 
ſuffice to ſupply all his majeſty's dotninions with 
waſhed tobaccoes, it would be alſo our intereſt to 
have a conſiderable quantity for a foreign mar- 
ket, now that they are ſo much deſired by other 
nations, who very ſtropgly apply for them by 


many merchants, and ſometimes without any re- 


gard to the price, provided they be of the beſt 
kind; ſo that his majeſty's revenue may receive a 
conſiderable 3 improvement by this channel. And 
in order to make the thing more ſecure, we ſhould 
do well to eſtabliſh in Madrid, or in the neigh- 
bourhood, another manufacture for this kind of 


tobaccoes under able workmen, that may be pro- 


cured from Andaluſia, in order to provide ſuffi- 
cient quantities for the conſumption of the capi- 
tal, and the neighbouring provinces. By this 
meaſure there will be a conſiderable overplus at 


Sevil, which, after ſatisfying the demands of the 


reſt of Spain, and what is ſhipped for Peru, and 
other kingdoms of America, may be ſent abroad to 
Italy, France, England, and other parts of Europe. 

Morever, the traffick, and providing a ſuffi- 
ciency of roll tobacco, merits à particular atten- 
tion, if we conſider the great conſumption of it 
in o this kingdom, that it has hitherto been — 
0 
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of foreigners at a very high price, and that by this 
means we have been drained of great ſums of; 
money, which has ariſen from there not having: 
been a manufacture of the kind in his majelſty's - 
dominions. Senſible of this diſadvantage, there; 
was a deſign, in the year 1717, to ſet up a manu, 
facture of roll tobacco at the Havana, With this 
view two workmen were ſent over, whom we, 
were aſſured to be {killed in this commodity ; but 

though they made ſome trifling quantities, 

that were ſent to Spain, theſe proved to be fo very 

bad, that they could not be diſpoſed of, and all 

perſons of {kill agreed, that the miſcarriage was 

owing to their not gathering the plant in a pro- 

per ſeaſon, and ſteeping it in the melaſſes long 
enough to make it unite and bind cloſe, or to 
give it a flavour and preſerve it, notwithſtanding 
it be certain, that they poſſeſſed the principal in- 
gredient, which is the leaf, much better and fitter 
for the purpoſe, than that of Brazil. For theſe 
reaſons it behoves to take the utmoſt care, that 
there be a manufacture at the Havana to ſupply 
all the roll tobacco, that ſhall be neceſſary for the 
conſumption of theſe kingdoms, as well as to an- 
ſwer the demands of other countries, eſpecially as 
it may be accompliſhed at a very ſmall charge and 
trouble, by ſending thither two good workmen, 

that have been employed in preparing roll to- 
bacco in Portugal, And there is no doubt, but if 
we bear the expence of their voyage, and appoint 
them a ſettled ſalary, they will be very ready to 
go over, and thus not only ſet on foot the ma- 
nufacture, but alſo inſtruct many of the natives, 

to the great advantage of the people and the 
treaſury. 


2 4 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, I apprehend, that good management in 


the purchaſe, tranſport, manufacture, conſump- 


tion and traffick of the tobaccoes from the Ha- 
vana, is one of the ſuperior intereſts of the mo- 
narchy, and merits an eſpecial. regard, as it is the 
moſt flouriſhing revenue of the crown, even in- 
dependant of the improvements, which may be 
expected; and yet it is a very eaſy and gentle tax, 


as it is ſhared by millions of people. And though 
on this account it be but a trifle to each indi- 


vidual, it is a very great ſum, which is raiſed up- 


on the whole ; beſides that it is in ſome meaſure 


a voluntary tax, as it does not fall upon any of 


the ſu pports of life ; nay, it rather ſeems, that an 
increaſe of the price tends to correct or leſſen a 
vice, which has already taken too deep a root, and 


which by its exceſs cannot fail of being prejudi- 
cial to health, I conclude this article with ſay- 


ing, that his majeſty by this ſingle. revenue well 


conducted at the Havana and in Spain may be en- 


abled to maintain more land and ſea forces, than 


other princes of Bare with their Whale | pl 
mony,. 


CHAP. 
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Several tn: wind beer, relating to 


the ſtandard, weight, and other circumſtances | 
of the coin. Some meaſures propoſed to induce 
- the merchants readily to bring into the mint, as 


well the filver coined in the Indies, as the ref of 


be bullion; that ſhall come over in ingots, bars, 


and other ſhapes. Some farther reflecHions on 
this delicate and intereſting affair. | 


HE ſtandard, weight, and other cect. 
" ſtances of coin are ſo intimately connected 
with commerce, that no perſon will be ſurpriſed, 
if this im ortant conſideration obtain a place in 
this work, though I ſhall barely repeat what 


others Rave: written upon the ſubject. Nor ſhall 


| ever preſume upon my own ſtrength to tread 
this dangerous path, and offer my opinion in re- 
ſpe& to the rules, that ought to be obſerved in 
proportioning and coining money, which is a 
very arduous and difficult undertaking, even to 
thoſe, who are beſt ſkilled, both in the theory and 


practice of it. However, chat this treatiſe of com- 


merce may not fail in ſo eſſential a point, I ſhall 
give in this chapter, what that prince of chriſtian 
politicians, Don Diego de Saavedra, has obſerved 


and recommended in his 69" effay, ferro ef auro; 


and though this eſſay contains ſeveral other very 
wiſe maxims of government, which, as they are 


the fountains of publick happineſs, merit the 


firſt attention of ſovereigns, and their miniſters, 
I have thought proper to take only thoſe clauſes 
relating to the coin, which, being an inference 
from the diſcovery of the Indies, are as follows. 


« And 
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a trading commodity, importing copper mo- 


« ney into Spain, and carrying away our filver, 


cc 


cc 


« Andas perſons flatter themſelves with hay. 
ing more from their revenues, than they really 
produce, magnificence and pomp daily in- 
creaſed ; the pay, ſalaries, and other charges of 
the crown being augmented, in confidenee of 


receiving that vaſt wealth from abroad, which 


being ill conducted and employed, could not 
be ſufficient to anſwer thoſe great expences, 
and was the occaſion of taking up money by 
way of loan, and this gave birth to uſury and 
extorſion. Neceſlity became more preſſing, 


and obliged them to very injurious meaſures, 


The moſt deſtructive was making an altera- 
tion of the coin, without conſidering, that it 
ought to be preſerved pure. and 1nviolable, as 


our religion, and that our monarchs, Alonſo 


the wiſe, Alonſo XI. and Henry II. who 
did it, greatly endangered, both the kingdom, 


and their own perſons, by which fatal exam- | 
ple we ſhould take warning. But however 
dangerous this evil proved, neither example 


nor experience avail, King Philip III. deaf to 
all theſe admonitions, doubled the value of the 


copper money, that hitherto had its juſt pro- 


portion, in order to ſerve for purchaſing of 
{mall articles, and anſwered to the higher coin, 


Foreigners were ſenſible of the value, which 


the mint gave that vile mineral, and made it 


gold, and other merchandiſe, ſo that they did 
us more damage, than if they had ſet aſhore, 
all the ſerpents, and poiſonous animals of Africa, 
* And the Spaniards, who had before made a 


ce joke of the inhabitants of Rhodes, becauſe they 
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uſed copper money, and at that time were wil- 


ling to introduce i it into Spain, became the ri- 
dicule of other nations. Commerce was em- 


baraſſed by the weight and low value of the 
metal. Prices were advanced, and commerce 
withdrew, as it had done in the reign of Alonſo 


the wiſe. Buying and ſelling in a manner 


ceaſed, and conſequently the King” s revenues 


ſunk, and it was neceſſary to look out for new 
ways and means to lay taxes and raiſe money, 
ſo that the ſubſtance of Caſtile for want of trade 


was daily conſuming ; and this obliged them 
to repeat the ſame unhappy meaſures, one falſe 
ſtep giving riſe to another. Thus our misfor- 
tunes rolled on in a circle, threatning ſtill greater 
ruin, unleſstime ſhould apply a remedy, by re- 


ducing the copper money to its intriofick Va= 


lue. 


dare not undertake a reform of the coinage, 


Ln, 


it is the eye of the republick, and ſhrinks at the 
gentleſt touch of a hand; and our wiſeſt way 


is to leave it, as it is, and not depart from an- 


cient uſage. No penetration can be aware of 
the injuries that ariſe from innovations in this 


caſe, till experience point them out; for as it 


18 the rule and meaſure of all trantackidns of - 


buſineſs, when this is diſconcerted, every body 
is a ſufferer, trade is diſordered, and the com- 
monwealth, as it were, out at itſelf, On this 
« account it was a wite ſtep in the kingdom of 
Aragon, after the renunciation of king Peter IT. 
to form an oath and oblige all their future 


princes to take it before their coronation, that 
they would make no alteration in the coif. 
This is the obligation of a prince, as pope In- 


„ NOCEnt 
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nocent III. wrote to the ſame king Peter, when 
that kingdom was in rebellion about it. The 
reaſon is, a prince is ſubject to the law of na- 
tions, and ought, as being ſecurity for the pub- 
lick faith, to take care there be no alteration 
in the current coin, which may be made, ei- 
ther in the matter, form or quantity, and no 
kingdom can be under good Economy, W where 
the coinage is not pure and juſt, But not 
. wholly to neglect an article, in which the pub- 
lick is "fo deeply intereſted, I ſhall make two 
remarks, |. Firſt, that our coinage will then 

be regular, and not liable to any diſadvantage, 
when there ſhall be no higher advance upon 
the intrinſick value, then the charges of coin- 
ing; and when the quantity of alloy in our 


ee 


filver and gold is the ſame, which other prin- 
ces give them ; for in this caſe, they will not 


be extracted out of the kingdom. Secondly, 


that the coin be of the ſame weight and value 
as that of other princes, giving leave alſo for 


foreign money to be current, ſince it does not 


really affect. the authority of a prince to let 


money ſtamped with foreign arms be current 
in his kingdom, as theſe only ſnew the weight 
and value of that metal. This ſeems a more 
« neceſſary meaſure in monarchies, that have 


commerce, and an intereſt with m other 


nations. 


EKing Philip .- e this importance 


and ſecurity of this maxim, and carried it into 
execution fo far as concerned the currency of fo- 
reign coin, as appears from law 13. tit. 21. lib. 5. 


of the body of ſtatutes, &c. where it is expreſly 
ordered, that all foreign coin, which is of the 


ſame 
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ſame ſtandard and weight with the coin of theſe 
kingdoms, thall paſs current for equal value. As 
to the other points I refer to the inſtances and 
folid reaſoning of our excellent author on this 
head; and ſhall be content with ſetting forth only 
the real ſtate of our own coin, and the principles 
on which 1 founded the notion fuggeſted in the 
3 chapter, in reſpect to the injurious' conſe- 
quences, and loſs, which J apprehend this king- 
dom may ſuſtain from the diſproportion, that is 
now ſubſiſting in our currency. 

According to the inſtructions given to the ſe- 
veral mints of theſe kingdoms: for the coinage of 
what is called the provincial money, it appears 
that. it ought to be ten pennyweights alloy, and 
weight 75 reals plate to the mark or eight ounces, 
But whether from inadvertency or connivance, 
i is found by repeated aſſays, that molt of it does 
not come wirhin one or two grains of the ſaid 

alloy; and that in point of weight it exceeds one 
with another 77 reals to the mark, the intrinſick 
value of which, compared with the ſpecie brought 
from the Indies, which conformable to the ſtand- 
ard of theſe and thoſe kingdoms ought to be ele- 
ven pennyweights and four grains ; and 67 reals 
to the mark, cauſes the abovementioned diffe- 
rence of about 2 5 per cent. which the ſaid pro- 
vincial coin is under value. 

The old coins of a real and half, 8075 better 
ſtandard, are found to be ſo defective and clipped, 
that with ſmall variation there is found the ſame 
deficience; which occaſions great injuſtice to the 
ſtandard moneys, and conſequently ſubjects them 
to be extracted, this very diſproportion giving 
en an , of procuring ſuch as wy 7d 

ull 
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full weight and ſtandard in exchange for thoſe 
which are not. Theſe conſiderations are, in my 
apprehenſion, ſufficient to convince, that the old 
coinage ought to be upon an equality, and riſe 
portionably in its value; for this lower value in 
the new coinage and diminiſhed reals, beſides the 
perplexity occaſioned by ſuch a difference, muſt 
needs, in my opinion, be attended with ſuch great 
diſadvantages, that in the preſent ſtate of things 
it cannot be allowed, without detriment to the 
publick, or his majeſty s treaſury. And though 
I am ſenſible, that by making the equality pro- 
poſed ſome alteration may enſue in commerce, 
and it may raiſe the price of foreign goods, im- 
ported into this kingdom, 1t 1s evident, that in- 
dependant of this event contributing to diſcourage 
the introduction and conſumption of them, and 
encourage that of our own manufactures, there is 
no compariſon between this diſadvantage, and 
what his majeſty's treaſury, or the publick muſt 
needs ſuffer under the contrary circumſtances, 


and which will affect every individual, except the 
proprietors of the ſaid defective coins. Beſides, 


if we duely attend to this, without taking notice 
of other advantages, the ſaid equality will be a 


means to prevent the moſt pernicious extraction, 
proceeding from a ſpecies of commerce, which, 
the obſerved diſproportion of one coin to another. 


lays the foundation of, _ 
It is alſo notorious, that the ſtandard, which 


gold and filver has had by authority ever ſince the 
year 1686, though contrary toa preceding ſtatute 
of October 7, of the ſame year, 1s this, that an 


ounce of gold of 22 carats is equivalent to 16 


ounces of ſilver of eleven penny weights and four 


. | grains, 
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grains, when they are both coined. But com- 
paring it with the pieces of ſilver of the new coin- 
age, it will be found, that the intrinſick worth of 


16 dollars of this money is but equivalent to 


twelve of the old coinage, and notwithſtanding 


it be true, that they bear the ſame value, as an 


ounce of gold, or 16 ounces of filver of the ſaid 


ſtandards, and the caſe is almoſt the ſame with 


the ſmall moneys of the old coinage, ſince, by a 
diminution of them, the dollar of 16 reals de & 
ocho being reduced to ſomething above twelve 
ounces, they acquire by them equally the doblon 
de a ocho, or an ounce of gold; as alſo the 16 
reals de a ocho, or ounces of ſilver of the ſaid 
ſtandard, which apparent diſproportion, occa- 
fioned in the old coin by abuſes or wear in a courſe 
of years; and in the provincial coins by the ne- 
ceſſities of the ſtate, or the ignorance of thoſe 


who have had the charge of the coinage, merits 


a very particular attention, and an effectual re- 
medy to prevent the confiderable damage it 


threatens us with, that we proportion theſe pieces 


to each other, and give them ſuch an equality, as 


is neceſſary to preſerve an equilibrium, and make 


their intrinſick anſwer to the extrinſick value, 
which each of them poſſeſſes, as alſo to what 


they bear with the kingdoms and powers, that 


have moſt intercourſe and traffick with this mo- 
narchy, with this intent raiſing the pieces of 


gold and filver, that are ſtandard, proportionably 


above thoſe, that are injured, and to what is re- 
quired by good policy, juſtice, the intereſt of the 
publick and the treaſury, as allo the exceſſive va- 


lue of the ſmaller copper money, which is as 
follows. 


Our 


R hs - dats r ' — = 
— — —— 
—— , 
— — r - 
= . 2 5 
— — — — — — 
VP. RS hot "ruff 3 
r erg — 3 - wy 


. * 
HKS. > 


| 
'Þ} 
| 
| 

4 
4 
[| 
! | 


352 The Tnrory and PRAcTiICE 


Our copper money or coin, which is called 
vellon, though it paſs for good, I have been aſ- 
ſured by perſons of ſkill, both in the theory and 
practice, is in its intrinäck value little more than 


half of what it goes for in commerce; and it is 


confirmed by this proof, that when melted for 
mixing one with another, it turns out ſix grains of 
ſtandard or fine ſilver, which at the rate of 2376 
maravedis old plate, the value of a mark or eight 
ounces of it, as ſettled by law, are worth 49 mara- 


vedis and a half of the faid ſpecie ; and the twelve 


grains, which every pound of this money con- 


tains, amount to 99 maravedis of old plate alſo, 


making 189 and a third vellon; to which ad- 
ding for the value of the copper fix reals, both to- 
gether make the amount of eleven reals and 16 
maravedis ; and there being regularly above 16 


reals and a half of this copper money to make a 


pound, it is an advance upon the real worth of 
above 45 per cent, On this account, no ſooner 


is mention made of this increaſe of value, which 
gold or ſilver coin bears in reſpect to this ſpecie, 
but we muſt conclude, that it gave (and may 


give) opportunity for the conſiderable gains made 
by foreigners upon the vaſt quantities, which they 


| brought | in from Sweden and other places, carry- 


ing away in exchange our filver and gold, with 
the miſerable circumſtance of loſing ſo much of 
its worth, and the conſequences of which will be 
ſeverely felt by all his majeſty's ſubjects, 

It equally merits our conſideration, that the 


principal payments in Spain are uſually made in 


vellon, or copper money, which create a con- 
ſiderable charge in the carriage, and a loſs from 
the cuſtom, that prevails, of taking it by weight, 


4 | at 
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at leaſt of compounding for it by an allowance of 
two, three or four per cent, to be paid in better 
coin. This is a caſe, that never happens in France, 
England, Holland or other ſtates, where it is not 


allowable to make any confiderable payments 1n 
any other, than good and lawful coin of gold and 


ſilver, reſerving that of copper for the purchaſe 
of certain trifling articles, which uſually do not 
amount to a real plate; or to make up ſome frac- 
tions, that may happen in an accompt, when it is 


paid in other moneys. And it is a rule, which 


no ſtate or kingdom can have ſtronger motives 
to obſerve, than our own, fince providence has 
inveſted it with the property of the richeſt mines 
of tkeſe precious metals; and therefore it is fo 
much the more eaſy, and becoming us to reform 
an abuſe ſo oppreſſive, and with reaſon cenſured 
both by natives and foreigners, as directly repug- 


nant to the very laws, which only give leave to 
coin what is abſolutely neceſſary for the pnblick 


ſervice ; as it is declared in ſeveral of them, but 
more plainly in law 14. tit. 2 1. lib. 5. 

I eſteem it alſo very prudent, the better to diſ- 
tinguiſh the ſtandard coin, and prevent the intro- 
daction of the baſe, or defective pieces of money, 


which we now meet with, that we call in all the 


pieces of gold and ſilver, whether old or new, 
and recoin them in a uniform mold, and of a 
round and ſpherical form ; and obſerve the fame 
rule in all future coinages, ordering as a farther 
caution, that upon the rim, or outermoſt circle, 
be ſtamped foliages, lawrels, or ſuitable inſcrip- 
tions, in imitation of what is done in F rance, Eng- 
land and other parts, for the preventing of mo- 


ney clippers; and were this rule obſerved, peo- 


Vor, II, as ple 
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ple might inſtantly be upon their guard, and re- 
fuſe them, For though this evil be in ſome mea- 
ſure provided againſt in the article of gold coin, 
which is current only for its weight, great is the 
damage we ſuffer in our ſilver, which is of an 
irregular ſhape ; but more eſpecially in the reals 
and half reals, many of which are ſo diminiſhed, 
that they make not halt the weight of the dollar 
which they anſwer to; and this great. diſadvan- 
tage, which grows upon us every day, calls for a 
ſpeedy and effectual remedy. ä 

On this ſubject J cannot forbear taking notice, 
that it is the ordinary practice of other Kingdoms 
to have a large quantity of ſmall ſilver coins, re- 
ſembling our Segovian reals and half reals, as 
they are very convenient and ſerviceable in leſſer 
purchaſes, and for diſburſement and payment of 
{mall bills, even without deſcending to the loweſt 
articles, to which copper money 1s better adapt- 
ed. From this motive, and as it will evidently 
be a means of diſtributing it into more hands, 
and be a check upon the extraction of filver, it 
will be thought a piece of prudence, to coin Jar- 
ger quantities of this kind of ſmaller moneys, 
than has hitherto been done; as the very laws 
provide, and in particular the fifteenth, under 
tit. 21. lib. 5. for the obſervation of which the 
ſtates of this kingdom aſſembled in council have 
ſometimes applied, as may be collected, both from 
the ſeveral ſtatutes, and the royal cedule of No- 
vember 22, 1608, the tenor of which is as tol- 
lows. 
TI king. Preſident and members af our 
e council and of the great chamber of accompts, 


« know, that among the coyenants made with 
| « the 
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&« the ſtates of the kingdom aſſembled in the 
« council, which is now held in the city of Ma- 
drid, and was opened the 16h day of April of 
the laſt year 1607, there has been granted me 
the ſubſidy of the ſeventeen Millones and a 
half, was Fug in ſeven years, two Millones and 

a half for each year, on the ſame exciſes of an 
eighth upon wines and oyls, and of the exten- 
ſion of it, and exciſes upon fleſh, which is now 
current, there is one covenant according to the 
following tenor; That his majeſty order, that 
the filver, which ſhall come from the Indies, in 
the two firſt flotas after the granting of this ſub- 
dy, whether it belong to bis majeſty, or the pri 

vate trade, be coined, one third part of it into 
reals de d dos, another third part into ſencillos, 
and the remaining third part int9 ſuch coin, as 
his majeſty ſhall pleaſe. And in the flotas, that 
ſhall come 8 that all the filver, which 
ſhall come in each of them, whether belonging to 
is majeſty or the private trade, be coined, one 
fourth part of 1t into reals de d ocho, ano- 
ther fourth into reals de d quatro, another 
Fourth into reals de d dos, and the remain- 
maining fourth part into ſencillos, and that this 
order continue in force till the ſlates aſſembled in 
council (1m caſe ſome other rule be approved) ſhall 
apply, and petition his majeſly for it, upon ac- 
count of the neceſſity theſe kingdoms he under 0 

having more ſmall jilver coin. © And becauſe I 
« have granted to the kingdom the ſaid condi- 
« tion, which 1s inſerted as above, and 1t 1s my 
« pleaſure, that there be obſerved, fulfilled and 
« executed without fail, whatever 1s contained 
« init, I order you to provide, and give direc- 
Aaz2 ts tions 
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tions, that in the ſeveral mints of theſe king- 
dome, where the ſilver ſhall be coined, which 
is brought from the Indies in the two firſt flotas 
ſucceeding this grant or covenant for the ſaid 


ſubſidy, whether the ſilver be mine, or the pro- 


perty of private perſons, that one third part of 
it ſhall be coined into reals de a dos, and ano- 
ther into ſencillos, and the remaining third 
part into ſuch money, as I ſhall order and com- 
mand. And the filver, which ſhall come in 
the flotas for the future, whether it be mine or 


private property, ſhall be divided into four 


parts, one fourth part coined into reals de a 
ocho, another into reals de a quatro, another 
into reals de a dos, and the remaining fourth 

art into ſencillos, and this is to be obſerved, 


until the ſtates of the kingdom, aſſembled in 
council (in caſe another meaſure be approved 


by them) ſhould aſk and petition for it ; and I 


ordain and command it, the which I Will, 


that it be thus obſerved and fulfilled, notwith- 
ſtanding any former orders whatſoever to the 
contrary, whether they be my cedules, the 
practice and cuſtom of the ſaid mints, or of any 


of them ; in as much as every thing, that ſhall 


contradict this, be of no value or effect. Given 
at Madrid the 220 day of November 1608, 1 
the king. By order of his majeſty. Thomas 


Don Juan de Ineſtroſa 
Rafael Cornejo. 


The beſt place for a mint, in reſpect to the. 


8 
s 
z 


' Weſt India merchants, is the city of Sevil, both 
on account of its nearneſs, and the eaſy convey- 


ance 


1 4 
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ance of the bullion by water; a circumſtance, 
not i in favour of ſuch as are obliged to ſend it to 
Segovia or Cuenca, as well on account of the 
heavy expences, and accidents it is liable to, not- 

withſtanding the ſecurity of an eſcort, for the four 
and five months or longer, taken up in carrying, 
coining and bringing back the money; eſpeci- 
ally as the mules muſt be diſmiſſed, and others 
afterwards employed to convey it back, with a re- 

peated charge of the hire and maintenance of 
them both going and coming; all which diſad- 
vantages would be in a great meaſure prevented 
by making proviſion for a quicker and larger coi- 
nage at Sevil, which is a thing that may be done, 
20 775 we expend two or three thouſand dob- 
ons in erecting immediately two more furnaces 
in that mint; and keeping conſtantly employed 
the reſt of the works, which are eſtabliſhed there. 
Having made this enlargement to the mint at 
Sevil, and placed it under the direction of mini- 
ſters able, vigilant and publick ſpirited, it may be 
ſo ordered, that this be entirely ſet apart for the 
coinage of the ſilver belonging to private perſons; 
as alſo the mint at Madrid, where there uſually 
comes a great deal of filver from the Indies on 
accompt of the companies and private traders in 
the capital, who ſometimes diſpoſe of it at Cadiz 
by making a reaſonable allowance in order to 
prevent the ſaid inconveniencies and delays. But 
whenever theſe ceaſe and they (hall be ſecure of 
making a greater advantage, it muſt be imagined, 
that they will then ſend their bullion to the mint, 
when «>, find ſuch a convenience of having it 
ſpeedily coined and returned. With this view it 
will be expogeent to improve, and keep theſe fur- 
A a 3 naces 
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naces more conſtantly at work, and make addi- 
tions tothem, uſing great vigilance for the quicker 
diſpatch of buſineſs, and that there be always 
ſhewn the ſtricteſt juſtice and equity to all per- 
ſons, who ſhall have any concerns 1n this affair, 
The mints of Segovia and Cuenca, capable of 
coining a great quantity of bullion may be ſet 
apart for that which belongs to his majeſty ; and 
in caſe that of Segovia, which 1s the beſt, prove 
ſufficient for this purpoſe, that of Cuenca may 
be appropriated to the uſe of private perſons. 
There is alſo another proviſion, which I think 
expedient, for the better ſecurity of theſe great 
benefits, and this is making a vigorous effort, 
that there may be at the arrival of the flotas from 
New Spain at Cadiz, and of the galeons and 
azogue ſhips, the amount of two or three hundred 
thouſand dollars atleaſt in ſpecie, ready prepared 
in the mint of Sevil, in order to be delivered out 
in ſmall proportionable ſums, in exchange for the 
bullion from the Indies brought thither to be 
coined, in order to raiſe the credit of the mint. 
Nor does there ſeem to be any difficulty in pro- 
curing this, or even a higher ſum by means of 
the merchants, allowing an intereſt of half per 
cent. for the month or ſomewhar longer, till they 
can be repaid with the new coinage. This pro- 
viſion is in caſe the wants of the government may 
not allow a ſuſpenſion of the payment of the 
ſaid ſum out of the revenues of Andaluſia and 
its cuſtom houſes, and the appropriation of it to 
this uſe in Sevil for the ſpace of two or three 
months, till the bullion ſhall be coined in that 
mint. 


A like 


of COMMERCE, &c. 359 
As like meaſure may be allo employed in this 
capital, perhaps to the amount of a hundred 
thouſand dollars, as I am perſuaded that the 
merchants will readily furniſh ſuch a jum, if at 
the ſame time we give them draughts for it upon 
the mint at Segovia to be paid out of the new 
coinage there upon his mzjeſty's accompt, and 
allow them a ſmall premium for the loan, and 
for the intereſt of a month or two, which may 
intervene between their advancing it at Madrid, 
and being paid again in Segovia. 
But ſuppoſe it ſhould be found impracticabie 
at this time to obtain ſuch ſums of money by 
way of depoſite at Sevil and Madrid for the ſervice 
abovementioned, we ſhould not on this account 


give up the other proviſions recommended for in- 


creaſing the number of furnaces, &c. which are 
but of trifling charge, and attended with great 
intereſt and convenience at all times. | 

By the laws of the kingdom, and a cuſtom of 
many years ſtanding, private proprietors may be 
forced to bring into the mint to be coined all the 
ſilver and gold, which ſhall come over in bars, 
ingots, tejas, and other Jumps, and yet there is 
great neglect in carrying this into execution, to 
the prejudice of the royal revenue, and his maje- 
ſty's ſubjects. It will therefore be highly proper 
to iſſue out ſtricter orders, and take more effec- 
tual meafures to enforce a punctual obſer vation of 
it it for the future, 
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naces more conſtantly at work, and make addi- 
tions tothem, uſing great vigilance for the quicker 
diſpatch of buſineſs, and that there be always 
ſhewn the ſtricteſt juſtice and equity to all per- 
ſons, who ſhall have any concerns in this affair, 
The mints of Segovia and Cuenca, capable of 
coining a great quantity of bullion may be ſet 
apart for that which belongs to his majeſty ; and 
in caſe that of Segovia, which is the beſt, prove 
ſufficient for this purpoſe, that of Cuenca may 
be appropriated to the uſe of private perſons. 
There is alſo another proviſion, which I think 
expedient, for the better ſecurity of theſe great 
benefits, and this is making a vigorous effort, 
that there may be at the arrival of the flotas from 
New Spain at Cadiz, and of the galeons and 
azogue ſhips, the amount of two or three hundred 
thouſand dollars atleaft in ſpecie, ready prepared 
in the mint of Sevil, in order to be delivered out 
in ſmall proportionable ſums, in exchange for the 
bullion from the Indies brought thither to be 
coined, in order to raiſe the credit of the mint. 
Nor does there ſeem to be any difficulty in pro- 
curing this, or even a higher ſum by means 
the merchants, allowing an intereſt of half per 
cent. for the month or ſomewhar longer, till they 
can be repaid with the new coinage. This pro- 
viſion is in caſe the wants of the government may 
not allow a ſuſpenſion of the payment of the 
ſaid ſum out of the revenues of Andaluſia and 
its cuſtom houſes, and the appropriation of it to 
this uſe in Sevil for the ſpace of two or three 


months, till the bullion ſhall be coined in that £ 
mint. 


A like 


of COMMERCE, &c. 359 
A like meaſure may be allo employed in this 
capital, perhaps to the amount of a kundred 
thouſand dollars, as I am perſuaded that the 
merchants will readily furniſh ſuch a 1um, if at 
the ſame time we give them draughts for it upon 
the mint at Segovia to be paid out of the new 
coinage there upon his mzjzſty's accompt, and 
allow them a ſmall premium for the loan, and 
for the intereſt of a month or two, which may 
intervene between their advancing it at Madrid, 
and being paid again in Segovia. 

Put ſuppoſe it ſhould be found impracticable 
at this time to obtain ſuch ſums of money by 
way of depoſite at Sevil and Madrid for the ſervice 
abovementioned, we ſhould not on this account 
give up the other proviſions recommended for in- 
creaſing the number of furnaces, &c. which are 
but of trifling charge, and attended with great 

intereſt and convenience at all times. 

By the laws of the kingdom, and a cuſtom of 

many years ſtanding, private proprietors may be 
forced to bring into the mint to be coined all the 5 
filver and gold, which ſhall come over in bars, 1 
ingots, tejas, and other lumps, and yet there is 
great neglect in carrying this into execution, to 1 
the prejudice of the royal revenue, and his maje- 
ſty's ſubjects. It will there fore be highly proper 
to iſſue out ſtricter orders, and take more effec- 
tual meafures to enforce a punctual obſervation of 
1t for the future, 
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For the better underſtanding of ſeveral points and 
regulations, which are conſidered in this trea- 

tiſe, there is inſerted in this chapter a parti- 

' cular accompt of the value of each of the pro- 
vincial revenues before the year 1714, when 
they were reunited, together with a diſtinction 
of the provinces and diſtricts, the juros or pen- 
ions charged upon them, and the names of the 
farmers; as. alſo, the great advantage from 


letting them out to farm in the manner prac- 
tiſed at this time. 


3 V adecree of December 26. 1713, inſerted 
B in the 57 chapter, his majeſty was pleaſed 
to reſolve and ordain, that the provincial reve- 
| nues belonging to each province, be farmed 
| together in the ſhape, and for the reaſons men- 
tioned in it; and at the ſame time remitted to the 
council of the revenue a particular accompt of 
the value, which each of the ſaid revenues were 
of at that time, with a diſtinction of the pro- 
vinces and diſtricts, the juros or penſions laid up- 
on them, and the names of the farmers, that 
were charged with them, excepting thoſe which 
ſtill remained either under an adminiſtration or 
compoſition; the particulars of which I did not 
ſubjoin to the ſaid decree, as well to avoid launch- 
ing out too far, as becauſe I did not apprehend 
any neceſſity for it, But as I have touched upon 
{ome points in the ſucceeding chapters, which 
ſeem to require a more diſtin&t knowledge of the 
| ſtate and value of many of theſe reyenues, and 
| of the penſions charged upon them, for the bet- 
| ter apprehenſion of thoſe rules and poſitions, there 
laid down, I have thought proper to do it here, 


Province 
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Province of Burgos. 
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Full value . 
in Mia. wel. Juros or | Net money to 
Farmers. Revenues. lon. Penfions. | the king. 
Don Felix j Alcavalas and | | Tn 
Sanchez | Tercias of Bur- ( 15,594,702 | 4, 181, 89111, 412,811 
Valencia gos — WW 
| Alcavalas and | 
Is aint Tercias of the ' 
lr I ſeven Merinda-( 15, 105,783] 3, 270, 201 11, 826,581 
8 des of this pro-) : 4 85 5 
vince — | 
1 Alcavalas of Roa 1713000 302, 577] 1, 420, 423 

D. Joſeph j Quatro unos per | 

Diaz de i | cent. of this pro- 34,212,072 | 2,769, 902 31,442,170 
Penna vince — 44 
2 Serv. Ord. of : 

Ty Burgos, Traſ- 5 5 BEET | 
Ditto 82 7.8 and lands ( 3,03 1,686 785,405 | 462459920 
1 of the conſtable ) „ 

1 y perpe- A | 2 $ | 
tual com-| 1 1,708,672 536,3 a 1,172,352 
poſition ee — 

By com po- Alcavalas of 

ſition e Fs 7 1.181,719] 365,692] 816,027 
Aan Alcavalas del VV 

ſtration 4 AI £8 36,000 | 26, 536] 09, 464 

Don Felix | 2 | 
Sanchezde — a = 79,000,000] 6, 742,559 03,257,44t 
dowry Servicio.deM1li- 6 | * | 
9 297,299 6.197.299 
tration Spiel Medidor 730, ooo | 730, ooo 

The kingdom of Leon. y 
N Alcavalas and | „ 
a i Ge alleen 32, 101, 932 4,408, 18227, 693, 780 
N Por- and its diſtricts ry” s | 
1 . 
The city ; ; | : | 
by com- Ditto of Aſturias 10,952,101| 2,736,048 | 8,216,0;3 
poſition VVT bv 
Admini- f Ponta of af | Fae 
GD. * onferrada, an 2,255,014| $577,921 | 1,667,093 
 Rration >» diſtris united 4 8 5 W 
Don 
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Millones, and | 
5 0 7,000,000] 1,151,454 
Admini- ? Servicio de Mili- 
tration S clas  — 
Fiel Medidor 140,027 


1,103,130 


Full value | 
in Mrs. vel | Juros or | Net money 
Farmers. * Revenues. bn. Penſions. ta the ling. 
Don Fran- Serv. Ord. of 
ciſco An- I nd Þ 
tonio Por- £5 | 1 3,497,484 419.297 3,078,187 
meg I errado — 
Admini- ; i 
3 5 5 Ditto of Aſturias 663,445 61,236 | 602,159 
DonFran- 3 Millones, and | 
ciſco An- new impoſts of | 
tonio 2:4 the whole pro- 35,908 900 2,673,880 33,295,020 
tero ) vince — | 
Admini- 7 Servicio de _y 6 | 
ſtration bY licias _— h 3,95 2359 3,956,359 ä 
Fiel Medidor 1,410,000 1,410,000 | 
The kingdom of Galicia. 
Alcavalas, Diez- 
. Joſeph r . 
8 = 5 wade and Ger 64,712,729 12,308, 187 52, 404, 542 
8 2 2 di — i | 
SON La ina ? 10,597,867 2,045,794 7,952,073 
D. Juan ; N -:4 
Garcia de) Millones, and 
San-Ro- new im poſts 568,658, ooo 9,882,726 58,707,274 
man ” ; 
Fiel Medidor 5,850,000 5,850,000 
3 The province of Zamora. 
Don Fran-) Alcavalas, and ? | q a. L 8685 
ciſco Vidal F Cientos — VV 
Servicio ordinario 2,423,226] 678,763 | 1,744,453 


5,848,546 


1,103,130 


The province of Toro. 


D. Fran- 2 Alcavalas and 8 6 ; 
ciſco Vidal Cientos 5 1899994 
D. Anto- 7 Ditto of Perma,? 


4.713,823 


nio Calleja 2 and Campoo 5 2,748,685 435,240. 


140, oz) 


13,380, 871 
2,313,445 


Admini- 7 Alcavalas of the? 


ſtration fair of Loncillo 95 wy 


9,200 


D.F ranciſco 


of COMMERCE, &c. 


Full value | 
in Mrs. vel. ] Turas or 
Farmers. Rewenatrs. lon. Pen ſions. 
D. Fran- 5 5 h 
Do Vital J Servicio ordi- N i, ge,] 262,850 
EE. Millones and 
Ditto new impoſts of ( 10,094,000| 1,243,319 
D. Anto- ZIG 
3 Ditto of Reynoſa 1,303,333 89,826 
Admini- Servicio de Mi 
ſtration licias 5 1,05 1110 
Fiel Medidor 140,027 
. The Province of Palencia. 
Don Ga- Alcavalas and, | | 
brie] 12 & Clemo of this 20,400,000] 3,914,016 
quierdo 3 province 
Admini- 7 Alcavalas and | 41.85 
{tration Cientos of Pina \ Res a 
Don Gabri 2 Servicio Ordi- | 1 62 521 
el Izquierdo 8 bh, , $ ont 93 
illones an | 
P new impoſts 5 25,000,000 £700,414 
Admini- Servicio de Mi- SY | 
ſtration J licias 8 2+5534955 
Fiel Medidor 888,639 
The Province of Valladolid. 
Alcavalas of | 
| the diſtrict of J 
The city (Valladolid, ( | 
by com- Tordeumos, P 14,972,384 3,431,041 
poſition Barcial de la { 
Loma, and . 
entos of Caſco 
Don 8 Tre of the | 
cinto Mo- E diftrict of Vala- 6 | 
inillo - 4 dolid - 1,900, 0008. 1,167,002 
The town © Alcavalas of Pe | 
by com. þ nafiel 5 1,393,999] 282,487 
poſition 
| Alcavalas and | 
Cientos of Me- | Y 
D. Diego _/ dina delCampo 1 5,009,589 1,697, 492 
de la Pola Olmedo, and 4 | 
„ Tierras de la 
Nava, y Igleſias | 


303 


Net money 


to the xing. 


907,152 
8,850, 181 
1,274,507 


140,027 


16,485,384 


173, 323 
3.770, 623 


23,233,586 
2,5557355 


888,639 


[1,540,743 
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1111512 
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Full value 
in Mrs, vel 
Farmers. Nevenues. bon. 
The town, Alcavalas and | 
by com- { Cientos of Tor- { 5 
„ N | Clemo | | 3,552,516 
n ja- > Servicio ordina- 
cinto Mo- C rio of the whole 276,2 
liniello . { province e 
The Pro- J Millones, and / 
prietors off new impoſts of 
Vineyards J the Caſco of { 12,365,000 
FIRE Valladolid ERTIES TY 
Don Gre- Ditto of the - 
gorio de & towns of the 7 1463 
Herrera J province Its 331,493 
Admini- Servicio de Mi- | | 
ration licias | 5499,432 
Fiel Medidor 983,307 | 


Province of Avila, 


Alcavalas, Ter- 
Admini- ( 'cias, and Cien- ( 
ſtration j tos of this City 
| and its diftric + 


By emp Ditto of the di. 2 Be 
5 trit of Pos rl 32 9 


pf 


24,978,927 | 


fition 

Admini- Alcavalas of | : 
tration & Madrigal 5 180, 200 
Admini- 5 Servicio Ordi- | 
ftration 5 nario 5 4,706, 552 
— 9 1 7 Millones x 23,945,729 
Admini- 2 Servicio de ur; 1,867,178 
ſtration nei 2 04,000 
Fiel Medidor , 


Province of Soria 


Don 7 Alcavalas, Ter- 


uel Sanz { cias and Cientos 
e J of this . 17,118,504 
1 Servicio Ordi- 2 | 
Be. 287,277 
| new 1mpoſts 5 11,031, 560 
Admini- 4a de Mi- 2 | 
ſtration clas 4 2 61 a 6 | 
© _- Fiel Medidor Weires 


54,000 


Juros or | Net money 
| Penſions. to 15 king. 
628,631] 2,923,815 
1,107,244 3,169,049 
186,037 12, 178,96; 
9 f > So 
4,151,02 30, 180, 403 
5,499,432 
983,307 
3.287,35 121, 691,576 
674, $50] 2,545,879 | 
235,156] 105,044 
854,068] 3,8 52,484 
2,551,887 21,393,842 
1,867,178 
204, o 00 
3, 028,61 | 14,080, 89 
790,391 3,596,886 
1,230,777 | 9,780,783 
2,615,365 
54,000 


Province 


of COMMERCE, &c. 


Province of Salamanca. 


% . 
. 4 Dy 


Full value | | 
in Mrs, vel Furos or | Net money ix 
Farmers. Revenues, lun. Penſions, | the king. 
Alcavalas, 
pr ( Terciz and 5 25,924, 060 4,447,631] 21,470,375 
Aab ) Cee 3 . 
General of eo i goal 6,5 5 5,716 1,143,060] 5,412,656 
the land Millones, agg | Sa 4 . | 6 
0 new impoſts 24,000,090 ; enen | 19,004,701 
damn. 7. Milicias 3-930,455 3,036,455 
ſtration 
Fiel Medidor 629, | 629, 000 
Province of Segovia. 
Alcavalas, — | 
TI  \ Tercias, and 3 | 
The city J Cientos of this ( 37,132,082 5,511,318 31,620, 764. | 
WW by farm J province 
„ Servicio ordi- 3--- - 
rm en ene e094] 9797916 
D. Juan de c Millones, and | 5 
Morantes 3 new impoſts ; | 39,849,351; 6,046,046| 33,803,305 
WEL: e, 
ben lids = x 3,511,758 3.511,78 
Fiel Medidor 187, 00 | 187,000 
Kingdom of Murcia, 
= C Alcavalas,and | | 5 
dmini- Cientos of EIS 
tration Murcia and 11,882,074] 2,104,346 9,779,328 
Fd Carthagena 
. Alcavalas, and | | 
Vang ——— 2,801,591] 1,113,802 1,687,789 
Admini. "INDIE: 3 
tration 4 3 5 4,098, 988 5 545 463 375 53,525 
Admini. | | | Ts 
85 5 Millones 13, 260, oo 1,023,151] 11,634,849 
Admini- F Servicio de Mi- | . 
tration T licias — 2,891,938 2,891,938 
bk Fiel Medidor 
Anto- | 5 
p Car. Soſa and Barilla 3,313,277] 657, 204] 2,656, 
Illo | | 


Province 


366 The THEO RV and Pract ICE 
Province of Madrid. 


Full value | 
in Mrs. wel- | Juros or Net 
Farmers. Revenues, lon. Penſions. |} to the liz: 


The com-) Alcavalas, Ter- 
panies by ( cias, and Cien- 9 | 
compoli- tos of the diſtrict > 145,341,997 | 26,381,159 
tion of Madrid, and 

| its adjuncts 


118,965, 8;6 


— — — — — I nd =} 
— 


Alcavalas, and 

Cientos of the 

County of Pu- 

no en roſtro, in- 2,974,260 
_ cluding the 

Fairs of Torre- \ 


— —— — — — 


| Jon. | 
Don Si- ) Alcavala of | | 1 
2 2 . 5 mee" _ Ice >. 1,350,000 105,407 844,533“ 
ar # in Madri —9 
Admini- Ditto of the 3 
ſtration >» other places i 4 23 1 22,/ 
Admini- Its diſtrict = 
. Ditto of the : 41 1,400. | 9,685] 401,71; 
17 of Alcavalas and | 
. of Cientos of Li- 6 6 
Metheglin monade, and o- 149, 0 | I 49,090 1 
ther liquors in C 3 
3 Madrid. 
P Alcavalas, Ter- ) 
Admini- ( cias and Cien- | | 
Pu tos of Almona- 5,868,226 
e cid, Labrada, 2 37895 1 
| \ Villatoro, and \ 
| The com- Navamorquen- 
panies by 3 2 | | ; 
. I Servicio ordina- | 
| 3 rio of this pro- 3 685,049 651,770 | 3,033,275 
| vince — - 4 
| | 8 Millones of the 34.419, 9% 8,110,742 26,308,330 | 
| prietors ſaid pr ovince | | 
= I Milicias 7,445,821 | 7,445,921 | 
ati | | 
F 10 Medi idor CO, ooo | b60,000 
| 1 Kingdom 


of COMMERCE, &c. 


Kingdom of Toledo. 


Full value | 


Farmers Revenues. lon. 
Alcavalas, Ter- 
cias, and Cien- 
tos of the di- 
ſtrict of Toledo 
Servicio Ord1- 
nario — 


Alcavalas, Ter- 
cias, and C = 
* 


D. Pedro 


Aguirre 44,373,116 


395,744 


ofthe diſtrict of F 20, 721,552 


5 Ocana 
Admini— Servicio ordi- 
ſtration Fa 
Alcavalas, Ter- 
cias, and Cien- 
tos 'of the diſ- 
trict of Alcala 
Servicio Ordi- 
nario 
Alcavalas, Ter- 
cias, and Cien- 
tos of the diſ- 
trict of Talavera 
Servicio ord1- 
nario. 
Alcavalas, Ter- 
D. Pedro by cias and Cientos 
Solance L of the diſtrict of 

Alcaraz 
Servicio Ord1- 
nario 


; 
| 
oy 
_ 8 
\ 
; 
; 


18,859,724 


3,211,627 
Don Do— 


mingo de 
Penaloſa 


13,956, 103 


1,293,344 


$34,703 


2 1 Cientos of the 
on Fran- T diſtrict of Ciu- 
Ciſco Ge 400 Real, and I $4161,309 
iriar:e Campo de Mon- 
tiel 
Servicio ordi- 
nario. 1,321,446 
| Alcavalas, Ter- 
Admini- F cias, and Cien- 
tration ( tos of the di- 
ict of Illeſcas 


1619786 | 


43,325 


3-442,502 | 


T uros or 


Penſions. 


6,936,036 


2,079,1 08 


4,646, 4 84 


750, 888 


2,3557064 
120, 691 


1,288,019 


125,539 


580, 431 


521, 295 


466,229 


307 


Net mone 


to the king, 


37,437,030 


3,319,639 


16,075,068 


2,553,027 


15,411,002 


2,460,839 


11,601,039 
1,162,653 
4,260,333 


709, 233 


11,622,982 


742,015 


2,921,267 


Don 
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Full value 4% 
3 in Mrs. vel Tint or | Net money 
Farmers... Rewenues. ion. Penſions |to the Ring. | ] 
3 | | 
D. 8 ditto of Alcazar | 1 | 
ciſco Lo pen © hs San Juan * 8,301,965] 1,677,349 3 | 
D. Fran- ditto of Campo FRY 


| ciſco Ro de Calatrara F 15,83 5,679 2.738.642 [13,097,037 
| mero 


ServicioO rdina va 80% 380, 623] 2.012.086 
| 2 7 ; | 

3 | rio of this diſtrict 25936 5 984 
| 


Milones, and 
Don An- 1 55 im poſts of 


tonio del Treaſurerſnip (38, ooo, ooo 7,796, 590 30,203,410 | 
| | Monte 4 Toledo 1 | WY 
6 tto of Ciuda | a 
| 75 ern Real 5 CG AER: 981,30} 12,311, 197 

Admini- ⁊ ditto of the city }-; 2 33 

ſtration Ocana 9 $013733-333| 614,138 11,119,195 

Don Pablo / ditto of that of T7 "Re | 

SimoRo- © Alcala — 7 10,933,333 569. 11310, 364. 220 

mena ditto of Talavera 


4 61,229 
D. Pedro Millones, and 8,893,333] 491,229] 8,432,104 


6 Solan ce S new impoſts of ( vas a 
' DonFran-? Infantes and Al- 1 452,877 8,347,123 
| ciſco Lo. Ccaraz — * = | ata 
| pez dit to of Alcazar ü ; 
| _ Admini- 2 de San Juan 6,000,000 | 282,049] 5,717,951 
ſt  - Kration Milicias 13,566,952 113, 566.952 
| | 4 | Fiel Medidor e ä 1 | 
Province of Guadalaxara, 
Mini. f Alas an 
ſtration . difric. e$ 59116074] 2,141,422) 15,769,66; 
| | Don Ma- ditto of the diſ- 
IT nuel co ritef Sipacnza & 5,700,000] 811,967 | 4,888,030 
[| Admini- © Alcayalas of | ny 
Kration _ and el | { 150,000 63,36 5 . 96,62 5 


| 

| F 

. Admini- Servicio ordi- 

| _ --  ftratian } nario of the | 1,65 3,233 708, 862] 3,944,371 

E province s | 

Y Millones, and 

Admini- es 22 off 

firation ( the Treaſurer- > 20,800,000 
" ſhip of Guada 9 0 

 laxara 


474,284 oo. 325.7 16 


Adminiſtration 
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Full value | 1 
| in Mrs.wvel- | Furos o | Net money to 
Farmers. Revenues, ton. Penſions. | the king. 
Admini- 7 Ditto of Colme- , 
tration nar Viejo 5 7,140,000 | 1, 568,867 5,561,113 
Milicias 1,954,116 | 159541 16 
Fiel Medidor 244, 00 1 244,000 
Province of Cuenca. 
| Alcayalas, Ter- 
Ver _-_ cias and Cientos | OY 
C e | 
2 ire dültrict r 17,328,930 | 3,066,683 14,262,253 
— the Marquiſate \ | 
10 of Canete Þ}Þ "1 | 
Admint- Ditto of the diſ- -6: Goal i ok | 
tration & tri& of Huete 8 12,764,051} 1,000,217] 11,158,434 
| Alcavalas, Ter- | 
3 cias and ancient 1 85 . 
dez Mon- J Cientos of the > 11,452,793 3,193, 655 8,259,138 
5 diſtrict of San | | 1 
* Clemente 1 
= The renewed Es | 
Admini- . | g | 
| . Cientos of this > 3,737,349 3.737.349 
ration des — | | ; 
| Alcavalas, and 7 | 
Cientos of the 887,480 1,135,341 582,139 
Jigrict of Mo- 8 5 74 135,34 437 $72 39 
lina — 4 
. » Alcavalas, and 
| Admini- | Tercias of Re- 5 700,400 1 700,400 
ſtration quena 
Servicio ordina- Fe de 
D. Manuel f rio of the diſtri F 6,246,162} 696,575 | 5,549,587 
Montero of Cuenca 
Admini- 7 Ditto of the diſ- 936 8. oo6 
ſtration trict of Huete 5 2,152,842] 393,935] 1,558.9 
D. Martin Millones, 2 { | , : | 
f new impoſts of ( 19, 257, 82] 2, 802,923 16, 444, 159 
de Zelada this province © 
Admini- as ace tos 
ee 5 —_ 7+995831 7.995,83 
iel Medidor 425, ooo 
Admini- Tercias de Coro-7 are brol oe 488 433,209 
ſtration 5 nados de Cuenga 5 E Fe 31,4 | 403,382 
B * Province 
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C 


Province of Eſtremadura. 


I 


1 Full value | q 
NI | in Mrs. vel. 2 or | Net money io 
Farmers. Revenues. þn. enſions. the king. 
D. Anto- 1 Alcavalas, Ter-y + | 93 
nio de la C cias and Ciemes þ 67,654,242 | 10,981,714] 56,672,528 
Torre of this province | | 
OTE 28 5 14,571,156 1, 452, 480 13,119,076 
D. Alonſo Mill and | | 8 | 
2 2 N mn n 5 42,000,000 | 2,977,701 | 39,022,299 
Servicio de Mi. „ 
licias : : 5 15,204,349 F 15,204,349 
Fiel Medidor 437,500 1427.00 
C Alcavalas of the , T | 
e V herbage of Al- 8 | 
The ſame< cantara, Cala- 5,652,665 966,948] 4,685,717 
| trava, and la Se- ; | | | 
rena 1 | 
Kingdom of Sevil. 
Family of ) Alcavalas, Ter- 1 : 
the Count C cias, and Cien- | | bo : 
de Buena- C ts of the dif- ( 959559292 [22,064,140 [72,991,152 
viſta Wee, , 1 h 
( Alcavalas, and | k 
Admini- ) Cientos on bread | % 
| tration - berg Stain of 3 175.656 | 999 2, 276,596 
vil — | | 
The com- | 55 
Alcavala of the | 
company of | 618, ooo 88,530 $29,470 
Gold- beaters „„ 
| } 
Family of ) Alcavalas, Ter- "+ | 
Don Die- ( tias and Cientos by | | 
20 de A. (of the diftrict or C 1995933 | 1107,312 11,985,527 
guiar J Cadiz — . f | 
Family of N Ditto of Xerez | 25 
Buenaviſta F de la Frontera $ 12,000,000 | 1,736,361 263.659 
D. Diego : 2 | 33 
Davil © Ditto of Carmona 13,032,558 | 2,186,913 [19,845,645 
amily of | EY | | N 
D. Pedro Ditto of Ex ija 10, 492,679 1,672,275 [ 8,820,404 
Dorador | | 


D. Gaſ- 
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Full walue | | 
- „ Mrs, wel | Juros or | Net money 
Farmers. Revenues. © = | Penſions | ta the king, 


4 


D. Tera —_—— eo 
Gaſpar e 
n & sie, oo 395,624] 4,179,376 
Valdivieſo | 
The ſame — of N 5. 101,850 339,03 60 6,762,814 
Servicio Ordi- : 5 
nario of the pro- & ! 5,052,317 4,463,919]11,188,392 
vVInte -- <4 1 
Millones, and | 
new impoſts of 1 

> * of (51,639,626 12,953,685 38,082,041 
f Sevil _ 

. ? ditto of Cadiz 3 3+500,000 | 4,152,211 | 29,347,789 
_ 1 * ditto of Ezija Ty Ut | 


Miranda and its As 16, 250,000 2,249,1 10 14,000,936 
y Ayala 7 2. 


| 3 
N. Diego 2 ditto of Carmona 6, 113,333] 761,241 5352, 092 
Davila | % 


Admini- 
ſtration 


Family . ditto of Gibraltar 2,933,333 2.933,333 


Buenaviſta L ditto of Kere; 2 1 5, oo0, Oo "1 800 650 
Admini- and its adjunc̃ts | 


ſtration 3 Milicias 9.484.448 9,454,448 
D. Joſeph Monopoly of | | | 

_ A- bc Coffee and Tea 93,500 93,500 
opo | op KY 
Admini- 2 Alcazares of Sevil 3.665.558 585, 100 3,i10,458 


ſtration 


= Joo Tercias of Te. 5 | 
=o o. C bar, and Ardales 917,000 162,961] 748,039 


n — 


— — bat” As x 


. 
% * 
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Famil of : zevil 3 3 

eee 11 5 Tercias of Sevil 500,000 [ 100,161 1399639 | 
Kingdom of Cordova. — =_ 

Part, the | ; 94 

Family of F Alcavalas and | 1 

Buenaviſta 


Cientos i 595,944 7,711,635 43,105 108 


and part Servicio Ordi- 6, 6 
e en 999,023] 2,538, 508] 4,371,565 


tration © | 


Bb 2 - Famliy | 
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Farmers, 


Family of 
Buenaviſta 


Dan Juan 
Hidalgo 
Blanco 


Don Se- 
baſtian de 
Leon 
8 
arquez | 
Cardoſo 


7 By compo- 


fition 


D. Gaſpar \ 


Munoz 
Valdivſoſo 


Don Ma- 
nuel Mar- 


tinez Bar- 


Family of 
Buenaviſta 


wa 


Net Mane 
to the King. 


43.027, 15 
8,289, 693 


| 312,500 


5 
6,566,326 


427,245 


| 64,60 


421 14,491 


112,200 
| | 


9,905,981 


3.551,92 


Full value | | | 
© in Mrs, wvel- Jars « cr 
Millones and X 46,70 5,124 
new im poſts $45 7934124 2,167:974 
Milicias 8,289,603 
Fiel Medidor 312, 500 
EKingdom of Fon ro 
Aleavalas, Ter-y - 
cias and Cents þ 
of the diſtri J 33. 263,260. 6,741,716 
Alcavalas and 
T rn of Al- 9,098,000 | 2,631 674 
Aleavals of C 2,000 | 
Confiteros 44 | 144755 | 
Of Snow and | YL 
\ Metheglin 5 64,600 | 
Alcavalas, and- » Let | 
Tercias of Lo- | 5,057,779 943.288 
ja, and Alhama | 
5 Alcavalas of la 
Pucherna 112,200 
LAenb Te) OY. 
cias, and Cien-( - © ts OR ns 
tos of Guadix, 12,266,882 | 2,360,901 
/ Baza and Al- | | 
meria 1 : 
Alcavalas, and | ep 
Ro e eee 
ee ED 419764373]  523.b0t 
) ui, and Salo. C 523 
Alcayalas, Tor- — phe A 
cias, and Cien- . 
tos of Malaga, > 18 929, 507, 3, $67,578] 
and Vela 190795 ; 
_ \. 
0 of Ronda 6, 47.8844 637,488 
i | 1 
| 


5,061,929 


5 8 20, 96 


Don 


Farmers. 


Full walue 
| in Mrs. el 
Revenues. lion. 
Alcavalas, and 
Cientos of the 
paſture of To- 20,400 


millo in the diſ- 
trict of Ronda 


B b 3 


| 


Millones, and | 
rl. — new 1mpoſts of 42, 868,082] 
5 the Treaſury of 
Tn l Granada 
onna A- 
5 4 Ditto of Gua- 3 
vas Carril- © dix, Baza, and > 12,000,000 
5 C Almeria : 
D.] uan 7 Ditto of Velez- | 
Montero Malaga 88 2 1,955,302 
Family of 2 Ditto of Malaga 21,000,000 
Buenaviſta $ Ditto of Ronda 4, 547,973 
Servicio de Mi- 1 6 6 
licias 77591,05 
Fiel Medidor. | | 
- 'Thistaxisfarm- / 
ed along with 
thatof Jaen, and 1,106,593 
the diſtrict of 
Ronda — 
D. Juan 
Hidalgo | Revenue of filk 9,183,493 
Blanco 
re nf Alcayalas and 
Jae ther Rn 9 6,283,344 
cena Sa | 
4 E a Revenue of the | | 
pe 4 -__ - Abuela of S- 1,708,000 
Cepillo - —_ ” 
Don Seba- | 
ſtian de | Town of Granada 2 $342,479] 
Palomares | 1 
Don Ma- q 
nuel Mar- Impoſt of the Su- -66,668 | 
tinez Bar- ¶ gars of Granada : 12285 | 
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> 4 uros or Net money 
Penſions, | to the king, 
| 20,40 
| 
9,768,068] 39,100,014, 
1 
4,050,799] 7.949, 201 
| 1,955,302 
| 21,000,000 
4,5347»973 
7,591, 656 
6,174,463] 3.009, oz 
© 7351747] 547.897 
N 
[323,093 | 1,444,907 
£ 25,342,479 
42,594 et 


Kingdom 
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Farmers, 


Don Fran- 
ciſco de 
Arana 


„ * * 


Kingdom of Jaen. 
Full value |}, | 
in Mrs. vel- Furosor Wet money 
1 Revenues, lon. | Penſions. to the king. 
Alcavalas, Ter-) FRE 
{ cuas — Gientos | 42,815,456 7.486, 299, 35,305,157 
F. er . . 5,336,994] 478,455 4.858, 539 
ede 5 24,606, 666 2,002,019 22,064,047 
Milicias 5,873, 855 | [ 5,873,865 


The 


In the year | 
1722. N IAnount of 
1 Provinces. | V _— Value. Penſions 
158 | Burgos 151,620,632] 18,990,145 
101 _ | Leon 90, 805, 35 10,879,584 
175 Galicia 149,8 10,596] 24,830,707 
25 {| Zamora 23,463,812 4,721,300 
40 [Toro 34.67 1,049] 6, 744,953 
52 Palencia 53,457,339] 0,352,425 
109 Valladolid | 103,984,029] 12,65 1,854 
64 | Avila Þ} 59,103,045] 7,443,012 
37 | Soria 35,200,700] $5,049,778 
66 | Salamanca | 57, 145, 177] 8,185,930 
87 Segovia 85,828,041 | 12,997, 898 
59 | Murcia | 38,248,468] 06,043,906] 
219 Madrid 201,725,025 | 36,665,173 
Toledo | 
275 | and Man- | 275,686,600 43,010,727, 
CT] cha 
48 | Guadalaxara| 56,5 5 2, 436 5.768, 767 
153 Eſtremadura 145, 5 19,912 16, 378, 843 
90 Cuenca 88, 403, 396] 13,140,818 
358 J Sevil 315,463,c07| 55,903,043 
123 Cordova 112,123,684] 13,017,067 
281 1 Granada 242,918,475} 38,710,045 
93 Jaen | 78,692,981 | 10, 566,63 
Total before the 
Year 1714. 2,409,433,052] 
Total in the 7 2,624,268, 839 


Year 1722, 


So that the actual increaſe, or improvement 
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before the year 1714. 


| p 


. 
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T he general Amount of the e bel Revenues 


133 630,548 
79,925-05t 


125,973,889 


1 8,742, 5 12 


27,996, 91 
47104, 910 


92,332,175 
5 2,600,033 
30, l 56,928 
48,559,247 
72,930,143 


32,204,502 


I 59,459,854 
233.674.873 


50,783,669 
129,141,009 
75,256,578 


259.559, 304 


99, 106, 17 
204, 208, 430 
68, 126, 218 


358,066,003|2,042,3 67.645 


——— —⅛ — Eee 


523, 13, 3100 2, 101, 255, 529 


upon the whole amounts to 223, 83 5, 187 mara- 
vedis, which make 109,723 doblons. 
By this table of particulars we ſee them divided 
into ſo many farms, as muſt needs create confu- 
fion, and a great number of proprietors to whom 
the revenues of the 21 provinces were farmed, 


e . 
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excluſive of thoſe, which continued under an ad- 
miniſtration, or were let out by compoſition, Ex- 
perience has alſo ſhewn, that as it was impoſlible 
to find ſo large a number of farmers, that were 
reſponſible, many of them have failed, and others 
| have been ſo embaraſſed in making up their ac- 
compts, that they have not been able to ſettle them 
for twenty or thirty years, and obtain a diſcharge, 
leaving always a ſuſpicion behind, that his ma- 
Jeſty's revenue is injured by ſuch delays in the ba- 
lances, that might be in favour of it. But ever 
ſince all the revenues of each province have been 
let together, and to a ſingle perſon, theſe and the 
other diſadvantages, that were particulariſed in 
the 58 chapter have been remedied; and this 
great benefit has attended it, that all the ſaid re- 
venues of the 2 1 provinces are found to be farmed 
to 16 proprietors, who are very reſponſible, either 
of themſelves, or by their bondſmen; beſides the 
ſecurity, which is taken by way of precaution, 
and made a part of the covenants, to advance al- 
ways a month's proportion of it before hand, and 
they do it, notwithſtanding that moſt part of the 
revenues are not received from the towns, till four 
or ſix months after they become due; and the 
burden of ſuch advance money, or the manner of 
farming them united has been ſo far from reduc- 
ing them, that they have been rather augmented 
above a hundred thouſand doblons, fince his ma- 
Jeſty was pleaſed to make this reform, as will be 
evident from comparing the accompt in this chap- 
ter, which gives us the value they were of, before 
the year 1714, when they were divided, with that 
which is inſerted in the 19® chapter, which is the 
amount of them in the year 1722. And in order 
| 0 
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to ſhew in what ſhape the ſaid revenues are now 
farmed, I have TOO proper to add the We 
table. 


| A liſt of the farmers, who are charged with all 


the revenues of the 21 provinces in the year 
1724, as the farms were ſettled from the 
year 1722. = ; 


. Provinces, 
Burgos. 


Farmers, 
Don Juan de Anſalas 3 


Valladolid. 


Don Antonio Pando — Segovia. 
Avila, 

Salamanca, 
Eſtremadura. 
Toro. 
Zamora. 

ON. Palencia. 

Don Miguel Sanz Dorador — Soria. 


Don Fernando Gonſalez 8 Leon. 


Don Miguel Franciſo de Aldecoa Mancha. 
2 Jaen, 


Don Antonio Puche — - Toledo. 
Don Alberto Gomez de Andrade Sevilla. 


Don Pedro Trebani f Cordova. 


Murcia. 
Don Juan Garcia San Roman — 


Don Juan Romero de Salazar 
Don Juan Baptiſta Bonavia 


Don Joſeph Ruano == 


Madrid. 
Don Franciſco Calderon y Andrade Galicia, 
Don Franciſco Gomez de Bultamente Cuenca. 
Don Antonio de Barcena = Guadalaxara. 
The family of count de Buenaviſta Granada. 
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CHAP. CVI. 


The importance it is to carry on an active, inſtead 


M a paſſive trade, as well in reſpect to the mer- 
chants, as the ſhipping. Certain laws and pro- 

vi ſions made in Spain, with a view to obtain it; 
the principal meaſures employed by the French, 
Engliſh, and Dutch, to facilitate fuch a com- 
Merce. ' 


T is one of the indiſpenſable conditions, to ren- 
der commerce an advantage to any kingdom 
or ſtate whatſoever, that the trade carried on by 


the natives be active, at leaſt in a great meaſure, and 


not paſſive, as we find it in Spain, to our great 


- Prejudice ; fince every thing imported into, or ex- 
ported out of this kingdom is upon foreign bot- 


toms; and as alſo all buying, ſelling, and other mer- 
cantile tranſactions are done by foreign agents, fac- 
tors, or partners; eſpecially in the principal bran- 
ches of trade, ſubſiſting between this monarchy 
and jthe kingdoms and ſtates of France, Italy, 
England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, and the 
Hanſe towns, it is to be conſidered, that gains by 
freight, commiſſion, factorage, &c. which very 


often amount to as much as the intrinſick value of = 


the commodity at firſt hand, leave an advantage 
to foreigners. 

Our own kings, and other ſovereign princes, 
ſenſible of the importance it is to pave a way to the 
great advantages, which an active commerce 
brings along with it, have made laws and ordi- 
nanceswith a view to obtain it, both in reſpect to 
what ſhould be done by their own ſubjects, and 
what concerns the exportation and importation of 

commo- 
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commodities in ſhips of the built of their own 
country, or at leaſt belonging to their own ſub- 


jects; and in this chapter 1 ſhall make a ſhort re- 


capitulation of what I have advanced in ſeveral 
parts of this treatiſe in regard to theſe precautions 
and meaſures, that by having them all thrown to- 
gether, and at one view, thoſe may more eaſily be 
applied, which ſuit the preſent ſtate of things, 
and even enlarged in every inſtance, where there 
ſhall be an opening for it. 

In the 43* chapter I produced ſeveral proviſio- 
nary laws made by our ancient monarchs in fa- 
vour of navigation and commerce and referring 


the reader to its general contents, I ſhall only take 


notice of ſo much as relates to an active com- 
mere. 

By a ſtatute of their catholick majeſties Ferdi- 
nand and Iſabel, made in the year 1478, annual 
gratuities are afligned to all perſons, that ſhall 


build and employ ſhips from fix hundred toa thou- 
ſand tons. 


By another of the year 1494, they granted ſe- 


veral privileges to the prior and conſuls of the 
traders in the city of Burgos, for the encourage- 
ment of their commerce and that of Segovia, Vi- 
toria, Logrono, Valladolid, Medina de Rioſeca, 
and other towns, ordaining alſo, that all ſhips taken 
up on freight ſhould be the property of the na- 
tives of theſe kingdoms, 

In the ſame ſtatute mention is alſo made of 
conſuls and factors, ſettled by the Spaniſh mcr- 
chants in ſeveral cities of France, Italy, England. 
and Flanders, particularly at Rochel, Nantes, and 
London. Hence it is a reaſonable deductien, that 
the principal traffick of Spain with thoſe nations 

FA Was 


ys. ine lor Et * fs =: wx 2 zo - 


* 


CEE 


1 ”. 
z 
: 5 
K. 
. 
BiH 
0 7 ; 
. 
. by 
18 
4 * 
7 * 
5 
4 
£ 
9 4 
2 
2 
<4 
in 
4 
N. 
5 9 
K 
19 
9 
1 
a. 
* 
1 9 
* 
* 
1% 
33H 
is; 
3% 
iq 
11111 
15 
94 
4 
2 
{4 
: -% 
71 
* 
1 
. 
1—— 
105 
3 
24 
fr? 
f 
: 
A 
f 
! 
* 
"®, 
4} 
MH 


+ * 


Re hn 466 24 
| lo; HA BOG AG AY II; 
— — 7 ; 


* r tt ated et a4 


— 


_ 2 
— — 3 
— Lat Ne is Lc 

s - 8 . rR_—E.. 7 2 


——U— — 
S 


— 5m er 
* mes”; 


1 
— 


— 
7 
i —— _ 
< — Es 
— . — . —-4— 
. . 1 . wr on Se 
— — — — 


380 The TR EORY and PRACTICE 


was then carried on by ourſelves, and on our own 
accompt, and conſequently we muſt enjoy at that 
time all the advantages of an active commerce; 
and as, in my apprehenſion, ſettling factors of our 
own in ſeveral cities and ports of Europe, where 
we may hope for an advantageous trade, will be 
an effectual means to obtain it, in the following 
chapter I ſhall treat more at large upon the man- 
ner of carrying ſuch a meaſure into execution, 

By a ſtatute in the year 1500, the ſame princes 
decreed, that no merchandiſe or commodity what- 
ſoever ſhould be ſhipped on board foreign veſſels, 
whenever ſhipping belonging to the natives could 
be obtained. And by another in 1501, that no na- 
tive of theſe kingdoms be empowered to ſell any 
ſhip or veſſel to any foreigner, even though, he 
; ſhould have a patent of naturalization. | 
The emperor Charles V. by a ſtatute of 1525, 
gave his ſubjects leave to arm againſt, the Moors 
and other corſairs, granting them an indulgence 
of the fifth of the captures, they ſhould make, and 
which had been «pproprieed to his majeſty's re- 
verine. ” 

In chapter 43 abovementioned. L inſerted ſeve- 
ral other proviſionary ſtatutes, and, though they 
do not lead fo directly to this point, have a great 
influence upon an active commerce. 

I ſhall not ſtay to ſet forth the rigour and other 
Areviiiftantes of the prohibitions, which are found 
in the fundamental laws of the kingdom, and 
which preclude all other nations, but the Spani- 
ards from a commerce with our Indies; | becauſe 
this prudent diſpoſition is well known to every 
Body, and it is alſo ſupported by treaties of peace. 

- the 44% and twenty ſucceeding chapters, 

=; were 
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were produced ſeveral proviſions of his preſent 
majeſty 3 in favour of our trade, manufactories and 
navigation, of which I ſhall only mention here, 
and that too in a very general way, ſuch as relate 
to an active commerce, paſling by the reſt, as well 
to avoid troubling the reader with long repetitions, 
as becauſe the ſaid chapters contain every thing 
neceſſary to be obſerved in thoſe reſpects. 


His majeſty, reflecting upon the great prejudice | 


ſuſtained by his ſubjects in the traffick between the 
continent of Spain and the Indies, by means of that 
which foreigners fraudulently carried on between 
the Canary iflands and the Indies, was pleaſed to 
make a new regulation in the year 1718, to re- 
medy thoſe evils, This meaſure has been more 
particularly explained in the 44 chapter. 
In the regulation, which his majeſty was pleaſ- 
ed to make the fifth of April 1720, regarding the 
navigation and commerce to America in galeons, 


flotas, or detached ſhips, and which I referred to 


in the 45% chapter, is inferted the following or- 
dinance. 
* Moreover I have thought proper to eſtabliſh 
ce 9 a law and abſolute rule, that all the ſhip- 
« ping, which ſhall be employed inthe naviga- 


« tion to America, whether they be united in a 


tte fleet under convoy, or advice and ſingle 
« regiſter ſhips on the accompt of private 
e traders,. is to be of the built of the docks or 
« yards of my dominions, and upon no pretence, 
© nor by virtue of any indulto whatſoever, ſhall 
e be allowed or ſuffered to foreign built ſhipping 
e this traffick or navigation, which I have thought 
« proper to grant only to thoſe veſſels, which are 
< at that time the property of Spaniards my ſub- 
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« jects, and upon their paying for this privilege, 


cc 
tc 
cc 
cc 


«ec 


ec 


cc 


£c 


cc 


£ 


e 


cc 
cc 


- CC 


. Cc 


Kc 


14 


4c 
et 
ec 
cc 
t c 


cc 1 


c«c 


46 


ec 


cc 
25 


every voyage, which they ſhall make in them, 
at the rate of 33 reals double ancient plate per 
ton, it being underſtood, that after ſuch ſhips, 
as have been already purchaſed, and made ap- 
pear to be ſo, ſhall be worn out, and remain no 


* longer fit for ſervice, no foreign built veſſel ſhall 


be admitted to this navigation: And if ourſelf for 
ſome eſpecial reaſons ſhall think fit to diſpenſe 
with this ordinance, and order them to be ad- 
mitted, it 1s to be under this expreſs condition, 
that inſtead of paying the ſaid 33 reals double 
plate tonnage, there 1s to be charged upon each 
of. them a hundred reals of the ſame money, 
Theſe two proviſions I have apprehended ex- 
pedient, as well that my ſubjects, who ſhall be 

actually poſſeſſed of foreign ſhipping, may not 
ſuffer a great prejudice by not being able to 


make uſe 'of them in the Weſt India trade, as 


in order to diſpenſe the encouragement, which 
I am willing theſe kingdoms and my domini- 
ons in America ſhould have, to the induſtry of 

my ſubjects, and building chips; and alſo that 


by having ſhips, which are of a ſtronger built, 
and more durable they may with greater ſecu- 


rity perform a navigation, which is ſo exten- 
five, and ſubſiſt in ports, where they muſt be 
in good condition to reſiſt, and not ſuffer from 
the extraordinary ſhocks, they muſt experience ; 
and laſtly, that at the time of granting a patent 
for building ſhips for this ſervice, proper and 
convenient rules and meaſures may by, this 
means be given them; and both in 3 and 
the Indies all the indulgence, that can be 


« made, ſhall be diſpenſed to the ſhip builders, 


« who 
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te who ſhall be caſed of the heavy burdens, which 


&© they have laboured under in times paſt,” : 
His majeſty, having been informed, that moſt 

of the trade in cacao, brought from his Indies, 
and other parts of America, was carried on by the 
hand of foreigners, as well for the ſupply of theſe 
kingdoms, as other parts of Europe; and that this 
was owing to the exceſſive duties, paid upon this 
commodity at importation into Spain, when it 
comes over in flotas and galeons on the accompt 
of Spaniards, who are not allowed any indul- 1 
gence, either in the abovementioned duties, or in 1 

the valuation, as other nations are, was pleaſed to 4! 
publiſh an ordinance in the year 1720, which 4 
made a conſiderable reduction of the duties upon 
cacao, that ſhould be imported by Spaniards from 
the Indies in galeons, flotas, and other regiſter » 

| ſhips ; the particulars are given in the 40 chap- bt 
ter. Rs - þ 
By an ordinance of his preſent majeſty Novem- | 
ber 17, 1718, underſigned Don Miguel! Fernandez 
Duran, in which are laid down the rules to be ob- | 
ſerved in fitting out cruiſers againſt the Turks, [ 
Moors and other enemies of the crown, his majeſty 1 
was pleaſed to reſolve and decree that all thoſe, who j 
ſhould fit out armed veſſels, and cruiſe upon them 
with letters of marque from his majeſty, ſhould 
be exempt from paying the fifth upon the captures, 
they ſhould make, and which was before due to 
the revenue; nor ſhould any thing be demanded 
upon the veſſel, arms, ammunition, proviſions, or 
any other thing that ſhould be made prize in them 
for the reaſons, and in the form deſcribed in the 
third article of the ſaid ordinance, 


By 
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By an order of May 23, 1720, his majeſty di- 
rected the intendants of the ſeveral provinces of 
Spain to uſe their utmoſt diligence to encourage, 
and procure as large a quantity as poſſible of 
ſilks, cloths, and ſtuffs manufactured in theſe king- 
doms to be ſent to Cadiz ; and by a letter, which 
was written of the 3 16 of the fame month and 
year to the intendant Don Franciſco de Varas 
Valdes, who was charged with the diſpatch of the 
flotas and galeons, his majeſty gave orders, that 
all factors and others, who ſhould bring thither 
any of the ſaid commodities, ſhould be treated 


with all the juſtice and tenderneſs, that was prac- 


ticable, and in particular obtain a preference in 
ſhipping. their goods to the Indies, with ſeveral 


Inftructions and circumſtances, that have been 
particulariſed in the 47" chapter, which I refer 


to. | | 
The 234 of Auguſt 1721, his majeſty was pleaſed 


to command an ordinance to be iſſued out in form 


following. 

« His majeſty being informed, that the wheat 
« and barley for the ſubſiſtence of the troops in 
« Catalonia and elfewhere was tranſported in fo- 
« reign ſhips, and that on this account ſuch as 


i belong to the ſubje& are found to be unem- 


ce ployed, and they loſe the benefit of the freights, 
« as well as the nation a fine nurſery for the breed- 
« ing up of ſeamen, which is a point very inte- 
<« reſting to the publick; and his majeſty being 
« aware, that foreigners are enabled to take thoſe 
« freights at lower rates than his ſubjects, becauſe 
« they can fail with fewer hands, being at peace 
« with the Moors, eſpecially the French and En- 
« poliſh; and as it is not the caſe of the rg tk 
| they 
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et they are therefore obliged to ſhip more hands, 
« and make oreater preparations to ſail away from 
„ them, or to defend themſelves in caſe of an at- 
« tack; his majefty has reſolved, that in the 


« tranſport of grain, or any other commodities 


«« which may offer, the ſhipping of natives have 
the preference; and to balance the greater charge 


of manning and fitting ont their” veſlels, there 


c ſhall be paid to them a a fifth more freight, than 
« to foreigners; and that, for the better diſcharge 
and fulfilling of this reſolution, notice be ſent 
te to the intendants upon the coaſt, and the agent 
victuallers, that they regulate their own con- 
« duct by it; and that the intendants give notice 
* to all ſubjects, that ſhall be provided with ſhip- 


ping, in order that they may be ready upon all 


« emergencies that ſhall happen. This I commu- 
45 nicate to your lordſhip by his majeſty's com- 
* mand, that by this channel, proper notice be 


cc diſpatched to the intendants 820 agent victual- 


« lers, to give this preference in the freights; for 
« as to what regards the procuring of ſhipping, 
« 1 ſhall give the neceſſary intelligence to the in- 
« tendants. God preſerve, &c.” Madrid Au- 
Le puſt'23, 1721. FE 
To Don Andres de Pes. 
Senor marquiſs de Campo Florido. 
Lewis XIV. granted an exemption from all du- 
ties of entry into his kingdom upon bacalao and 
oyls, that ſhould proceed from the fiſhery of his 
ſubjects in L'Iſle Royale, or Cape Breton, and al- 
lowed them to export free of all duty, ſtores, am- 
munition, proviſions, and all other things, that 
ſhould be found neceſſary for that fiſhery; as allo 


the falt, that would be expended in curing the 


Vol. II. | "SY „ fish, 
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Arn, as it was more particularly ſet forth 1 in the 
23* chapter. 

This prince, being defirons that the large com- 
merce of the Levant ſhould be carried on by his 
Own ſubjects, decreed, that all the merchandiſe 


imported into France upon foreign bottoms from 


thoſe parts ſhould pay at entry twenty per cent. 
ad valorem, but that his own ſubjects and their 
ſhipping be exempt from this heavy impoſt, as it 
has been already obſerved in the 24" chapter. 

He alſo made the navigation and commerce of 
his ſubjects ſecure, by appointing them ſhips of 
war to convoy the merchantmen, and by other 
prudent regulations. 

He gave his nobles leave, either ſingly, or in 
partnerſhip, to engage in wholeſale traffick, with- 
out its being any impeachment upon their honour, 
and made ſeveral other proviſions tending to che- 


riſh an active commerce, For tne particulars 1 


refer to the 26" chapter. 

The government of England, conſtantly upon 
the watch for the encouragement of an active 
commerce by its own ſubjects, has provided by law 
among other things that all commodities and fruits, 
which ſhall be imported into that kingdom in 
ſhipping, of which natives are the owners, enjoy 
the benefit of an abatement of ſeven per cent. in 
the duties; and by an act of parliament of Sep- 
tember 23, 1660, it is enacted, That ſeveral ſorts 
of goods, materials, and fruits, which are ſpeci- 
fied ! in the act, cannot be imported into England, 
but in Engliſh built ſhipping ; and at the ſame 
time it is farther enacted, that all ſorts of fiſh, 


oyl, and whalebone, that ſhall not be caught in 


Engliſh ſhips, and n be imported into the ſaid 
4 Ekuing- 
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kingdom, pay aliens duty, which proves to be 
double; and that all the commerce from port to 
port, or coaſting trade of England and Ireland, be 
by ſhipping of natives only, prohibiting all ſuch 
as are not ſo from doing it under pain of being 
made prize; and by their own ſhipping is meant, 
that they be ſuch, as have been built in that king- 
dom; or if they are of a foreign built, that they be 
the property of Engliſhmen; and even then it is 
alſo under this expreſs condition in all caſes, that 
the captain and three fourths of the mariners at 
leaſt be of that kingdom, The particulars, and 
ſeveral other regulations to the ſame end, may be 
ſeen more at large in the chapters 28 and 30. 

By what I have ſaid in the chapters 31, 32 


and 33, it will be acknowledged, that no nation 


makes ſo great an advantage of an active trade, as 


the provinces of Holland; I refer to the contents, 


as they are ſomewhat large, and in this place ſhall 
only point out ſome of the maxims, which they 
avail themſelves of, in order to obtain it. . 

They take eſpecial care to make freight on board 
their ſhips lower than with any other nation; a 
principle eſſentially neceſſary to cheriſh and 
ſerve an extenſive commerce by fea, becauſe it 
gives them a preference for the freights of their 
own goods, and makes them carriers for other na- 
tions. 

In order to obtain this advantage in . 
among other meaſures they employ that of allow- 
ing proviſions, and other things neceſſary in their 


navigation, to be ſhipped, ſome of them free of 


all duty, and others charged very low. 
The ** hands they fail with is another reaſon 
ſor the lowneſs of the freights. But this is only 
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done in time of peace, or when they are morally 
ſure of being ſafe; for whenever there is any ap- 
pearance of danger from corſairs or pirates, they 
increaſe their number of hands, and have alſo men 
of war for their convoy, in the ſhape, and on the 
occaſions, which have been ſet forth in the 36 
and other chapters. . 
Herrings, that are caught by natives, and im- 
ported in their own ſhipping, pay no duties at 
entry into Holland. But whale oyl, imported in- 
to the provinces in foreign bottoms, is chargeable 
with a duty of ten per cent. at entry; but what is 
brought in their own ſhipping is exempt from this 
Gnty.:- 7-56 Nr Oh 22 
All the ſpicery, that is imported into Holland 
by the ſhips of their Eaſt India company, pay al- 


ſo no duty at entry; but pepper, imported in fo- | 


reign bottoms, is chargeable at the rate of ten per 
cent. with an intent that the vaſt quantities of this 
commodity, which the Hollanders themſelves ! 
bring home, and trade in, may find a better mar- 

ket. N 

All freſh fiſh caught by natives is allowed to 
come in without paying any duties; and I might 
add other meaſures, which not only facilitate an | 
active commerce, but alſo the vent and exporta- | 
tion of their manufactures, fiſh, ſpicery, and other 
articles, which they are plentifully provided with, | 
as may be ſeen above from the 3 1* to the 41* chap- 
ter incluſive, to which I refer. 

The three nations abovementioned have alſo an 
eſtabliſhed rule of having many conſuls and agents, 
well ſkilled in bufineſs, reſiding in the principal 
ports and places of Europe, Aſia, and Africa, and 
embaſſadors, envoys, and others in a publick cha- 

's 3 | racter 
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rater, whoſe proper buſineſs is to protect, en- 
courage, and preſerve their commerce, of which 


more particular notice ſhall be taken in another 


place ; as alſo of what they have ſtipulated with 
the ſame view in treaties of peace, advantageous 
terms which they have known how to gain, by 
availing themſelves of our neceſſities, and other 


favourable occurrences; all which deſerve a more 


particular illuſtration, both to make them better 
underſtood, and to point out a way to moderate 
and correct them, by our taking an advantage al- 
ſo of ſome happy opportunities, that ſhall offer, 
and may be turned the ſame way. 

Having intimated in this chapter the meaſures 
employed in Spain and other kingdoms for the 
promotion of an active commerce, I ſhall give in 
the next what proviſions I apprehend to be moſt 
conducive to this very end, 
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The importance of enforcing the laws already made 
in Spain in favour of an active commerce, 
| Other means recommended; the manner of ſet- 
fling factories in ſeveral ports of "a for 
the ſame end, and for the ſervice of his ma- 
jeſty. The [all expence they will occaſion com- 
pared with the great advantages reſulting 
from thence do the publick, and the greater 
charges occaſioned by ſending miniſters with a 
ublick character to foreign courts, and for leſs 
uſeful purpeſes; reaſons for concluding ut 
work ; ſeveral capital points, that deſerve con- 


faderation, are hinted at, and referred to a ſup- 
li ment. 


HE principal intent of this treatiſe is not 

barely to enlarge the commerce of this 
kingdom, but that it be alſo carried on with our 
own manufactures, in a great meaſure at leaſt; 
and in the laft chapter mention was made of the 
great importance it is, to have our trade active 
and not paſſive; of the proviſions that have been 


_ already made in Spain for it, as alſo thoſe prac- 


tiſed by other nations, to pave a way to the great 


emoluments, which are attainable by this means, 


In this chapter I ſhall enlarge upon the meaſures, 
which may be employed, that his majeſty's ſub- 
jects be not diſappointed of theſe gains perhaps 
ſo tar, as concerns the plenty of good manufactures 
and fruits of this kingdom, and its favourable 
ſituation for commerce; for I am of opinion, 
that it would be 3 blameable confidence, and too 

| great 
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great ambition, tobe willing to have all buying, 
ſelling, bartering, freight, and other tranſactions 
of buſineſs managed by our ſelves alone; but it 
is as little reaſonable, or to our reputation, that by 
our indigence and miſmanagement we let the 
whole be conducted by foreigners, and ſuffer 
them to reap all thoſe profits, which, it is but 
fair, ſhould be ſhared by kingdoms in general, in 
proportion to the advantages, which divine pro- 
vidence has favoured each country with. 
There does not appear to lye any objection to 
enforcing a punctual obſervance of the laws, and 
other regulations made by our kings, and ex- 
plained in the preceding chapter, in order to pave 
the way for a more extenſive traffick by ourſelves, 
and in our own ſhipping. | 
I do not recommend all the inſtances, I have 
produced in that chapter, from France, England 
and Holland on this article, becauſe ſome of the 
meaſures I take to be very violent ; but whether 
it be to aſſiſt us in determinations how far to imi- 
tate them, or in what inſtances they are to be 
ſoftened and adapted to juſtice, and the mutual 
good correſpondence, which ought to ſubſiſt be- 
tween powers in friendſhip, it is expedient firſt 
to enquire into what has been {tipulated in the 
_ ſeveral treaties, that relate to commerce; a diſ- 
tinct knowledge of which, and the reflections, 
that will naturally ariſe from them, require a 
farther illuſtration, than this chapter can admit 
of. 8 | 
The raiſing and maintaining a navy, which is 
conſidered from the 65" to the 77 chapter in- 
cluſive, may contribute much, both towards an 
active commerce by his majeſty's ſubjects, and to 
| Cc4 enlarge 
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enlarge it all over the kingdom; and the ſtation- 
ing of guarda coſtas, recommended in the chap- 
ters 73 "and 74, will be particularly ſerviceable in 
this caſe ; as alſo what I propoſe in the 87 chap- 
ter for the encouragement of a fiſhery by the na- 
tives of this kingdom, as the conſumption and 
traffick of fiſh is attended with the great conſe- 
quences that were ſet forth in the ſaid chapter. 
Nay, the principal aim and purpoſe of this whole 
work is directed to the ſame end of promoting 
an active trade, and of augmenting manufacto- 
ries and commerce throughout all the dominions 
of his majeſty, 

As it is alſo a meaſure not to be diſpenſed with, 
that all freights be made, as far as is practicable, 


in our own ſhipping, it will be expedient, that 


we allow to all ſhips built in theſe kingdoms an 
entire immunity, or at leaſt an abatement in the 
duties, that are chargeable upon timber, iron 
work, pitch, tar, rigging, failcloth, artillery, 
arms, and other military ſtores, that are requiſite 
in building and fitting out all forts of veſſels ; it 
being underſtood, that all the ſaid commodities 


are to enjoy the indulgence or immunity, which 


ſhall be diſpenſed in this inſtance in caſe they be 
of the manufacture of Spain. 

In the beginning of the laſt chapter 1 intimated 
the importance of ſettling factors in certain fo- 
reign fea ports, with a view of promoting an ac- 
tive commerce, agreeable to the ancient practice 
of the Spaniards, as it appears from a ſtatute of 
the year 1494, cited above; ſince it is for want 
of this meaſure, that his majeſty s ſubjects cannot 
have either magazines or houſes in thoſe coun- 


tries on their own dine whither they may 


tranſmit 
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tranſmit their merchandiſe, depoſite it in ware- 
houſes, and cauſe it to be ſold at the beſt market, 
and reap the gains, which are certain to ariſe 
from this vein of commerce, And though 
our merchants are under a neceſſity of importing 
certain goods from abroad, eſpecially linnens, 
ſpicery, ſome materials and other things, that are 
now conſumed in Spain and America, and which 
foreigners bring in, and vend at very high prices, 
we are at as great a loſs for factors and other per- 
ſons to be confided in and of our own nation, 
whom we may Charge with the purchaſe, and 
ſhipping of them to Spain. 

By this fame want of ſafe correſpondents our 
merchants alſo ſuſtain a prejudice by having no 
perſon, to whom they may make aſſignments 
for the barter of one commodity for another, up- 
on which greater. profits are uſually made than 
by ſelling for ready money, as well from the dit- wa 
ficulty of extracting the money they were ſold 
for, or its not being currentin thoſe parts, where 
the owner reſides, as to prevent the loſs, which 
is experienced ſometimes in bills of exchange; 
beſides that there are times and places, where they 
cannot be procured; difficulties and diſadvan- 
tages that merit the firſt attention of our traders, 
in order to provide againſt them, before they 
engage in buying up any conſiderable quantity of 

goods to ſend abroad. So that upon this and other 
accounts the principal profits now turn out to 
their advantage, while we poſſeſs only the very 
ning intereſt of a paſſive trade. 

Though we have conſuls in certain ports, theſe 
cannot ſupply the want of factors, or other agents 
in commerce; of the former, becauſe moſt of 

thoſe 
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thoſe conſuls, not being natives of this kingdom, 
have in general too little regard for the nation to 
be intruſted with its intereſts; of the latter, be- 
cauſe they are appointed to be judges in many 
concerns of trade and navigation, and to take 
care, that captains and other mariners, as well 
as traders, who are ſubjects, obſerve the orders 
and inſtructions of their ſovereign, and therefore 
ought not to be both judge and party, as they 
would be, if they were allowed to take com- 


miſſions. From this inconſiſtence and for other 


reaſons, Lewis XIV. gave repeated orders in the 
year 1691, prohibiting all ſorts of trade to the 
French conſuls, their officers, domeſticks and 
other dependants, directly or indirectly, under 
the penalty of loſing their places, and a fine of 
three thouſand livres, 

In thoſe parts, where there are families of the 
ſame nation or country ſettled in trade, there is 
no need of ſending factors, or others to execute 
the commiſſions above mentioned, fince by 
means of thoſe families, already reſiding there, 
a mutual correſpondence may be formed for buy- 
ing, ſelling, depoliting goods, remittances, and 
other tranſactions, as it is done by the generality 
of other nations, particularly in Spain, where we 
find many French, Engliſh, Dutch, Germans, 
Swedes, Italians and others trading, and making 


this kingdom, as it were, their place of abode. 


The generality of theſe foreigners, who are 
ſettled and trade in Spain, are uſually in partner- 
ſhip with thoſe very correſpondents abroad, and 


divide the profits and loſſes, in proportion to the 
ſhare of the ſtock or buſineſs each of them has, 
eee to the articles of partnerſhip, and 


other 
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other obligations ſubſiſting between them. And 
for want of ſuch families and partnerſhips, they 
then make uſe of perſons, who merely diſcharge 
the office of a factor or broker, and have no far- 
ther intereſt in the buſineſs, than ſo much per 
cent. upon the goods, which is more or leſs, ac- 
cording to the reſpective country, and the qua- 
lity of the merchandiſe or employment. 
| There are allo certain foreigners, that live in 
their own country, and maintain a correſpon- 
dence with Spaniards, mutually ſending commiſ- 
ſions to each other; but theſe are very few. 
From theſe inſtances it may be collected, that 
as there are no Spaniſh families ſettled for a trade 
in France, England, Germany and other parts, 
by our negligence 1 in this important intereſt for 
ſome years palt, it is abſolutely neceſſary for us 
to avail ourſelves of the meaſure abovementioned, 
ſend over and maintain factors, with a ſtated ſa- 
lary, in ſuch ports and places, as we ſhall be moſt 
likely to eſtabliſh and maintain an active com- 
merce with, and that the ſalaries granted out of the 
revenue be continued, till there be ſettlements of 
families and other perſons in thoſe parts, who 
by the ſame traffick, and the gains, they will be 
daily making, are enabled to form and ſupport 
ſuch a mutual correſpondence, for the tranſac- 
tion of buſineſs, withqut having recourſe to the 
ſending and maintaining factors with ſalaries. 
Though there be a very large and profitable 
trade carried on by ſeveral nations in the ports of 
that extenſive coaſt of the Mediterranean in Eu- 
rope, Aſia and Africa, the Spaniards can never 
have any conſiderable ſhare of it, ſo long as they 
purſue the maxim of being continually at war 


with 
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with all the Moors and Turks, under whoſe go- 
vernment the, generality of thoſe countries are 
found to be; notwithſtanding it be notorious, 
that this war, proceeding from a zeal for our 
religion, has done greater injury to ourſelves, 
than to thoſe infidels, at leaſt for many years 
paſt, as I have ſhewn in ſeveral parts of this trea- 
tiſe. Hence in reſpect to the Mediterranean we 
can only trade in ſome ports of Italy, and on the 
ſouthern coaſt of France, where our commerce 
cannot be very large, becauſe thoſe countries have 
nearly the ſame commodities and fruits, that are 
the growth and produce of this kingdom, on ac- 
count of a reſemblance between the climates ; 
ſo that during the preſent ſtate of Europe there 
cannot ſubſiſt any conſiderable traffick in mer- 
chandiſe and proviſions between each other, ei- 
ther by way of ſale or barter. However we 
ſhould not on this account flight a branch of 
commerce, though but a middling one, which it 
is in our power to poſſeſs in thoſe places. 

In the northern provinces we have an oppor- 
tunity of opening a more extenſive and advan- 
tageous trade than in the Mediterranean, upon 
account of the neceſſity they lye under of having 
many things from this kingdom, particularly 
wines, brandies, oyl and other fruits, beſides 


filks and cloths, which we ſhould be enabled to 


ſupply them with, when our manufacories 


ſhall be in a more flouriſhing condition ; and in 


exchange for what we ſhould carry thither, we 


might import from thoſe countries linnens, ſpi- 
.cery, ſome materials and other things, which 
they now bring us themſelves, eſpecially for the 
-uſe of our Indies, and fell them to us at high 
rates. | 


We 
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We have alſo a fair opportunity of opening an 
advantageous commerce at Liſbon, by tranſmit- 
ting thither many commodities and fruits, eſpe- 

_ cally filks, as well for the conſumption of that 
kingdom, as for the exportation, that may be 

from thence to their Indies; and even to ſome 

parts of Europe, as there is a great number of 

ſhips and merchants of ſeveral nations collected 

together in that port and city, eſpecially, if for 
the encouragement of this and other branches of 
trafficx we would reduce, as I propoſed, the ex- 

ceſſive duties, and remove the other clogs, which 

now diſtreſs the Spaniſh fabricks, as well in the 
manufactory, as in their paſling through the 

cuſtom houſes; ſince we are ſenſible, that in 

ſpite of theſe heavy loads, ſome filks of Granada 

and Valencia find a vent in Portugal ; and this 

traffck will be much extended after we have 
taken off the embargo upon it already men- 
tioned. 

Upon theſe conſiderations I eſteem it a very 


ſeaſonable meaſure to ſend and eſtabliſh factors 
in 


Liſbon Coptnbiaticn 
Bourdeaux Dantfick 
Bayonne Stockholm 
Nantes Peterſburg 
Roan Marſeilles 
Wo - | A ( 
Oſtend Leghorn 


Amſterdam n " 
Hamburgh Meſſina 


The advantage of ſettling a factor at Liſbon 
has been already conſidered, and in ſupport of. 


ha 
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my opinion, that we do the ſame in the other 
ſea ports, I ſhall point out ſome of our principal 
inducements to it. | 

Bonrdeaux is one of the richeſt and greateſt 
trading towns in France. In that city are two 
fairs held every year, one in ſpring, and another 
in autumn, when vaſt numbers of people of dif- 
ferent nations are collected together; ſome com- 
ing by ſea, others by the famous canal, which 
crofles the country to the Mediteranean. 

Bayonne has not a very great number of inha- 
bitants, nor a great deal of merchandiſe and fruits 
of her own; but is a place through which paſſes 
a conſiderable part of the goods for the traffick 
between France and Spain, and where frequent 
commiſſions are ſent for buying, carriage, and. 
other tranſactions of buſineſs. _ 

Nantes, in the province of Britany, is ſo fa- 
mous for its trade and riches, that in this inſtance 
it is unneceſſary to aſſign any reaſons, and I ſhall 
only intimate ſome of the principal foundations 
of its riſe and grandeur, It is ſituated at the 
mouth of the Loire, a very large river and navi- 
gable for above a hundred leagues, croſſing ma- 
ny fruitful provinces of France, with the advan- 
tage of a communication by canals, that are navi- 
gable, with ſeveral other rivers, in particular the 
Seyne, which is well known to paſs by Paris, Roan 
and other great cities; inſomuch that the ſaid town 
of Nantes poſſeſſes the convenience of receiving by 
ſea a very large quantity of commodities, ma te- 
rials and fruits from other kingdoms, to intro- 
duce, and afterwards diſtribute at a ſmall expence 
in the greateſt part of the provinces. of France ; 
and the lame favourable ſituation enables it to 


. Collect 
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collect together a variety of merchandiſe and pro- 
viſions of their growth and manufacture, and 
afterwards ſend them abroad, as they conſtantly 
do, eſpecially linnens from Britany, which 
abounds with them, and from whence are ſhip- 
ped vaſt quantities for Spain and our Indies, in- 
troduced in part by the channel of Cadiz, andthe 
reſt by means of their own colonies, 

Roan, a very rich and large town in Nor- 
mandy, and ſituated at the entrance of the river 
Seyne, carrying on a foreign commerce by the 
port of Havre de Grace, poſſeſſes the ſame ad- 
vantages with Nantes, both for a foreign and in- 
land trade, by means of that, and ſome other 
navigable rivers, with which "it has a commu- 
nication z and notwithſtanding its courſe is not fo 
long, as that of the Loire, it has the advantage of 
a nearer communication with Paris by water for 
the tranſport of many things conſumed in that 
rich capital, and moſt populous city, whence 
are alſo brought quantities of merchandiſe and 
other goods, conveyed down the abovementi- 
oned river, and paſſing by Roan and Havre de 
Grace to be ſhipped for a foreign market, 
I be town of Oſtend is not very wealthy, but 
it is the only good port and channel for almoſt 
all the commerce, which the Spaniſh Low 
Countries, now in the poſſeſſion of the Auſtri- 
ans, uſually carry on with this kingdom. 

The vaſt commerce between this kingdom, 
and London, Amiterdam and Hamburgh is fo 
notorious, that it would be idle to dwell upon 
it. 

Copenhagen, beſides its being the reſidence of 
the court of Denmark, a place of middling trade, 


and 
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and an excellent port, is ſituated at the entrance 
of the Baltick, ſo that it may facilitate an inland 
commerce in that kingdom, and ſerve as a place 
to touch at for the trade to Denmark, Sweden, 
Livonia, Moſcovy-, ang. ——_ . of the Bal- 

tick. 

Meoſt of the commerce of the vaſt Wende of 
Poland and duchy of Lithuania is made by the 
towyn and port of | Nantitck, ſituated a league 
from the ſea, at the mouth of the river Viſtula or 
Weyſel; and as this river is navigable for above 
a hundred leagues, traverſing the beſt provinces 
of that crown, it gives that city an opportunity 
of ſupplying them, at a ſmall charge, with va- 
Tiety of foreign merchandiſe and fruits, and for 
the ſame reaſon facihtates the extraction and con- 
veyance of the commodities and fruits of that 
kingdom and its united ſtates to the ſaid port in 
order to be ſhipped for a foreign market; more 
een grain, of Which it yields ſo great plen- 

, that moſt part of the prodigious magazines 
in Holland is fetched from thence, as well for 
their own conſumption, as that of Spain, Por- 
tugal and other parts of Europe in years of ſcar- 
city, which cannot be thought ſtrange, ſince we 
have aſſurances from many hands, that foreign- 
ers export by the channel of Dantfick above 
eight hundred thouſand tons of grain, one year 
= another, which makes twenty millions of 

Caſtilian fanegas, a little mote or leſs-. 

Some provinces of Muſcovy and Sweden, lia- 
ble to bad harveſts· from the exceſſive coldneſs of 
their climates, and more than ordinary moiſture 
of the ſoil, are alſo uſually ſupplied with grain 
from Poland, purchaſing it at Dantſick, either 


On 
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on the accompt of private traders, or that of 
their ſovereigns ; and fince the great diſtance does 
not deter the Hollanders from fetching, and ſend- _ 
Ing it to market, even as far as the kingdoms of 
Spain and Portugal, and other remote countries, 
it ſeems to me, that whenever we experience a 
bad harveſt in Spain, either from a ſevere ſeaſon 
or any other accident, the bad effects of it may 
be prevented, by ſending early notice of it to the 
factor, whom we ſhall have in that city, with 
orders to buy up, either by himſelf or another 
band, by degrees, and with great privacy, con- 
ſiderable quantities of the ſaid grain, which is 
ordinarily very cheap, and that this be done ei- 
ther to the accompt of the revenue, or of ſome 
merchants who ſhall be formed into a company 
for this purpoſe, as it is uſual on ſuch occaſions, 
and that they be charged alſo with the tranſport 
of it, ſending their own ſhips freighted with our 
commodities and fruits, which are generally eſ- 
teemed, and find a good market in Poland andits 
neighbouring provinces, even though we ſhould 
diſpenſe them ſome indulgences and abatements 
in the duties. And in caſe this cannot be done 
in due time, that they may avail themſelves of 
foreign ſhipping, fince it is already known, that 
in the times of diſtreſs, when we dread a failure 
or ſcarcity of bread, it is abſolutely neceſſary for 
us to have recourſe to all practicable means for a 
ſeaſonable remedy againſt the evil. 
Stockholm, the capital of Sweden, is the 
port, by which is carried on moſt of the trade 
of that large kingdom, where is very much eſ- 
teemed, and a good market for ſeveral commo- 
dities and fruits of the ſouthern provinces; and 
Vol. II. — — into 
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into theſe are alſo imported from thoſe parts à 2 
great quantity of merchandiſe, eſpecially copper, 
iron manufactured, and to be manufactured, 


pitch, tar, and other commodities for the land 
and ſea ſervice; and other uſes. 


Peterſburgh, ſituated at the very bottom of 
the gulph of Finland, is one of the ports upon 
the Baltick, a town lately founded, and has a 
good harbour. It owes its birth to the famous 


Peter Alexiowitz, Czar of Muſcovy, who de- 


ſigned it, not only for the reſidence of this ſplen- 
did court, but alſo for the ſeat of moſt part of 
that grand commerce he had projected, and which 
that glorious prince was daily improving through- 
out his vaſt dominions ; but I ſhall ſpeak more 
fully in another place of the aſtoniſhing meaſures 
of his political government. 

Then with a deſign of making the port and 
city of Peterſburgh the ſeat of the principal com- 
merce of his empire, he made ſeveral laws and 
proviſions for transferring to it the conſiderable 
trade of the famous port "of Archangel, ſituated 
at the mouth of the river Dwina, which diſ- 
charges itſelf into the White ſea, at the diſtance 


of ſeven or eight leagues ; becauſe their com- 


merce to that port was really more chargeable, 
and attended with difficulties, and the navigation 
very hazardous, upon account of the long and 
dangerous courſe of the ſhipping along the vaſt 
frozen coaſt of Norway and Lapland, practica- 
ble only in the few ſummer months; while Pe- 
rerdhurgh ſtands clear of all theſe inconveniencies 


by its ſituation in a more temperate climate, al- 


moſt in the center of Europe, and very convenient 
for its eaſy communication, both with the ſeve- 


ral 
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ral provinces upon the Baltick, and oP other 
parts of Europe. 

It we paſs to the Mediterranean, in whoſe 
ports 1 recommend the ſettlement of five facto- 
ries, it is obſervable, that a very large traffick is 
carried on, by the channel of Marſeilles, between 
France and other kingdoms of Europe, as well 
as ſeveral provinces of Africa and Afia, both in 
the Mediterranean and out of it ; not only by 
the French themſelves, but alſo by many veſſels 
and merchants of foreign countries, which I 
have ſeen collected together in thattown ; whence 
it muſt be inferred, that ſome commodities and 
fruits of this kingdom and the Indies, were they 
exported and depoſited in that city, might find 
a good market, and we might purchaſe there, at 
more reaſonable prices than in Spain, ſome things, 
which we want from abroad, and cannot go and 
buy at the firſt hand upon the coaſt of Africa and 
Afa in the Mediterranean, and under the domi- 
nion of the Moors and Turks, as it ought alſo to 
be confidered, that the circumſtance of Marſeilles 
being a free port (excepting for certain ſorts of 
goods) may much facilitate the buying, ſelling 
and barter of ſuch commodities, as we ſhall find 
an intereſt in; and that we can eaſily ſettle a cor- 
reſpondence from thence with Lyons, an opulent 
city, that carries on a vaſt foreign, as well as home 
trade, notwithſtanding its great diſtance from 
the ſea, 

It is alſo well known that a conſiderable com- 
merce is made at Genoa, both by reaſon of their 
manufactories of paper and ſilks, and by its be- 
ing a convenient paſſage for a trade in many ſorts 

D dz of 
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of merchandiſe, which go, and come from the 
ſtate of Milan, Germany, and other parts. 
ö Leghorn; in the ſtate of Florence, from its 
ſituation, the freedom of its port, and great trade 
with the Levant and other parts, may be reck- 
oned another Marſeilles, eſpecially from the vaſt 
number of - veſſels and merchants 1 have ſeen 
there, collected together from various na- 
tions, at two ſeveral times, which J have hap- 
pened to be in that city; and this facilitates the 
purchaſe, ſale and barter of many ſorts of com- 
modities and fruits, For theſe reaſons I think 
we ſhall meet with a good market for ſome ſilks, 
cloths, tobaccoes and other things, that may be 
exported from theſe kingdoms, and depoſited in 
warehouſes there, as ſoon as the Spaniſh duties 
ſhall be 'reduced, and ſome other regulations 
made, that have been propoſed in other parts of 
this work, with a view to promote the home, as 
well as foreign commerce of Spain. 

Naples, the capital and court of that kingdom, 
has alſo a confiderable trade, and we may like- 
wiſe find there a good market for many Ame- 
rican commodities, ſuch as tobacco, cacao, ſu- 
gar, coctinille &c. by bartering them for lin- 
nens, raw ſilk, and other things. 

Meſſina, fituate on the eaſtern coaſt of Sicily, 
and at a ſmall diſtance from Naples, carries on a 
large commerce in curious ſilk of its own pro- 
duce, diſpoſing of moſt of it manufactured, and 
the reſt in the ſkeyn'to the French, Genocſe and 
other nations. It has a very ſpacious and ſafe 
port, and by its being in the courſe of moſt part 
of that great number of ſhips, which go and come 
from the Levant, it is made a place to touch at, 


and is convenient for refreſhment and refitting, 
and 


coming, by theirdiſpoſing of ſome ſorts of merchan- 
diſe, and ſhipping others; as well as for other bran- 
ches of trade, whichare favoured by its advantage- 
ous ſituation, and more eſpecially from thecircum- 
{tance of its lying in the narrow ſea, which ſepa- 


rates the two plentiful Rs of op and 


Sicily. 


1 have already intimated, that this kind of 
factors is uſually. ſupported. by the brokerage, 
which is paid by the merchants upon the com- 
nes ſent to them, for their trouble of. buy- 

/ felling, and other ſervices. But as his ma- 
jelly s ſubjects have not at this time a commerce 
of ſufficient extent for the maintenance of them, 


and ſuch a ſettlement in thoſe parts is a previous 


meaſure, and requiſite in order to invite and eſta- 
bliſh ſueh an intereſt for the nation, it will be 
abſolutely neceſſary in the mean time, and until 
the trade be ſo far advancæd, as to yield factorage 
or commiſſions ſufficient to maintain them in a 
decent manner, that the revenue contribute ſome 
ſhare towards the firſt eſtabliſhment of what is a 


neceſſary foundation for this foreign traffick, from 
which will reſult a very conſiderable advantag ge 


to his majeſty's treaſury, and an univerſal. benefit 
to his ſubjects. And in this view, Lam of opinion, 

there ſhould be aſſigned to each of the eighteen 
factors, that thall be appointed and - ſent. to the 
fazd. ports, a ſalary of eight hundred dollars year- 
ty,: ordering it ſo, that three hundred be allotted 
for his own ſapport, two hundred for a book- 


keeper, who ſhall be in the nature of a deputy, 


as well to aſſiſt him in the commiſſions, as to do 


tbe whole in caſe of ſickneſs, abſence or death, 


till his majeſty make ſome other proviſion ; and 
Dd 3 the 
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and alſo for a traffick with them both going and 
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the temaining three hundred dollars for the hire 
of a houſe ſpacious and ſufficient for the recep- 
tion of his own family, and his:book-keeper, and 
for warehouſes to depoſite and preſerve. all the 
goods, that ſhall be ſent him, or he ſhall pur- 
ehaſe, till they be ſhipped to his correſpondents; 
together with a declaration, that, if the book- 
keeper ſhould chooſe rather to cloath and main- 
tain himſelf with the ſaid ſtipend of two hundred 
dollars, the factor is to put them into his hands, 
and be obliged to grant him a proper apartment 
in his own houſe, beſides the two hundred dol- 
lars; and the book keeper is always to live in 
It, that he may be ready to give his aſſiſtance. 
It will be alſo a proper regulation, that ſo 
long as the factors have a ſtipend out of the trea- 
fury, the merchants, who are his majeſty's ſub- 
jects, ſhall be remitted half the commiſſion paid 
by thoſe of other nations, who do not poſſeſs a 
like advantage. The ſatne rule is alſo to be ob- 
ſerved in reſpect to the charge of warehouſe 
room. But whenever his majeſty ſhall: think fit 
to ſtop the ſaid ſalary, that then the factorage, 
uſual in the place, where each of them ſhall re- 
fide, may be regularly charged to their correſ- 
pondents, | | 
"Theſe factors may be very uſeful, not only! in 
cheriſhing an active commerce in foreign coun- 
tries, and confirming it to his majeſty's ſubjects, 
but alſo inſtrumental in promoting ſome other 
fervices of the crown, eſpecially in reſpect to our 
armaments by ſea or land. For though this king- 
dom yields moſt of the neceſſaries for theſe and 
other uſes, it is evident, that as ſome manu- 
factures are ſtill at a "_ ebb, and other things 
requiſite 


; 
| 
S 
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requiſite for the trade between this kingdomand the 
Indies are ſcarce, we often find ourſelves obliged 
to get ſupplies from abroad, Thus we want tin 


and copper for our foundaries of artillery and 


other uſes ;- as alſo hemp, rigging, ſail cloth, 


pitch, tar, tin, reſin, tallow, planking and other 
things for the uſe of the men of war and galleys, 

purchating them of foreigners at Cadiz and other 
places at very high prices, whence reſults alſo 
this great diſadvantage, that careening and other 
works in our dock- yards uſually come exceſſive 


dear. But the evils enſuing from thence may be 


prevented by an inſtruction to the officers, whoſe 
buſineſs it ſhall be at that time, to draw out be- 
forehand a memorial of the particulars of what 


hall be neceſſary for the ſaid ſervice, diſtinguiſh- 
ing thoſe things, which may be obtained from 


the prefent  fabricks in the kingdom, or what 


might be farther provided by them from choſe we 
are under a neceſſity of having from abroad. 


With the help of ſuch previous information; the 


neceſſary orders may be iſſued out for manufac- 
turing, procuring or purchaſing on his majeſty's 


accompt, all the commodities and materials, 
which can be gotten on the continent of Spain of 
its own produce and manufacture; and a pro- 
portionable quantity of each kind collected toge- 


ther in the ports, yards or magazines of the place, 


where they are to be conſumed in building, arm- 


ing, careening and fitting out ſhips, and other 
utes, having before hand a magazine of ſtores 


ſufficient for three or four years, and conſtant] 

replacing thoſe, which ſhall be made uſe of, that 
we may never be under a neceſſity of looking out 
for, and purchaſing theſe commodities at ſuch 


Dd4 times 


408 The TTrORV and PR ATI 


for y hat is then bought is uſually very dear and 


not ſo good; nay, ſometimes we cannot ſupply 
courſelves at any rate. 


: 1444 Ek - * ” 


And if the ſame memorial contains alſo a liſt 
of the ſeveral materials and commodities, which 
. © ans | . . 
it will be neceſſary to import from abroad, it 
may then be conſidered, what countries or places 
are moſt likely to ſupply us with them at reaſon- 
able prices, and of due goodneſs, that we may 
ſend advice to the reſpective factors, and com- 
miſſion them to purchaſe, and ſhip them on bis 
majeſty's accompt to ſuch ports, as they ſhall be 
directed, having firſt made the uſual inſurances 
according to the diſtance and navigation from 
thence, And theſe, commiſſions ſhould be al- 
ways governed. by this conſideration, that they 
buy up and tranſmit to Spain a: ſufficient ſupply 
for the conſumption, of four or five years; and 
that the orders and proper remittances be made 
even before. the ſtores in hand are actually ex- 
pended, ſo that the magazines may be conſtantly 
Full, But it is to be underſtood, that our factors 
are to execute theſe, and other commiſſions for 
the uſe of his majeſty, without any charge, or 
demand upon the revenue for factorage, or ware- 
bouſe room, ſo long as they ſhall enjoy a ſalary 
from his majeſty, but all the neceſſary charges 
and diſhurſements, which they ſhall have made, 
. are, tobe duly fein dier ? 
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HBeſides the benefits, which, J have ſaid, will 
| reſult from an eſtabliſhment of factors, we may 
expect by this means to get an inſight into the 
ſeveral policies, of which foreigners avail them- 
elves, for, the improvement and ſucceſs of their 
wr 1 2 55 trade 
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trade, as we ſhall thus gain a certain knowledge 
of the circumſtances of each country or ſtate, and 
what particular advantages may be made in each 
place, from buying, ſelling or bartering any par- 
ticular inctthandiſe. 
| By a correſpondence with theſe very factors 

we ſhall alſo obtain at an caſy rate an informa- 
tion of what happens, or is tranſacting in 2 
kingdoms and ſtates, where they ſhall reſide; 
piece of knowledge, that may be very uſeful Fl 
ſeveral important occaſions, 

As we ſhall poſſeſs theſe and other a 
from ſuch a,meaſure, we muſt needs think, that 
the ſum of 3400 doblons will be very uſefully 
expended yearly in ſalaries to all the eighteen 
factors, as it does not amount to the charge of 
maintaining a ſingle embaſſador in ordinary, and 
yet ſometimes ſeveral miniſters are diſpatched, 
and maintained at the ſame time in this publick 
character at a great expence, and to tranſact af- 
fairs of much leſs conſequence to the general good 
of the monarchy, than the benefits we may flatter 
ourſelves with receiving from the eſtabliſhment of 
"theſe factors. Beſides, ſhould not more than half 
of them ſucceed, there would be enough to make 
a great improvement in the active commerce of 
the nation, to augment conſiderably his majeſty's 
revenues, and benefit his ſubjects; and this li- 
mited expence of theſe factors would but conti- 
nue a few years a charge upon the revenue; for if 
by their means that active commerce, Which is 
fo expedient and deſirable, be once eſtabliſhed, 
they will be enabled to ſupport themſelves upon 
the commiſſions alone, and then their ſtipends 
= ceaſe; and il it mould be found, that our in- 


tention 
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tention is not anſwered by this proviſion in any 
of the ports, we need no longer maintain a factor 


in that place. 


An eſtabliſhment of factors would however be 
a very idle thing, unleſs we make choice of perſons 
of known fidelity, and at leaſt a tolerable ſkill in 
trade, eſpecially in keeping mercantile accompts; 
and to ſecure a prudent management in this ar- 
ticle, and that the perſons appointed may be in 
full credit with the merchants themſelves, who 
are to intruſt them with their commiſſions and 


intereſts, it will be proper to refer the choice of 


them to the principal cities, which for their ſitua- 
tion and other reaſons, ſhall be moſt likely to ſtrike 


out a trade in the places, where the factors are 


to reſide. I think too, that though they be not 
made ſecurity for the good behaviour of them, they 
will be in ſome meaſure under ſuch an obligation, 
becauſe the very confidence of his majeſty in ſub- 
mitting them to their election obliges them to 


it, beſides. the intereſt, which their traders muſt 


have in deputing a proper perſon, _ 
I have underſtood alſo, that the principal com- 
merce of Spain with the North, is by ports in the 
kingdom of Sevil, the traffick of Cantabria, Ga- 
licia and the Aſturias being not extenſive to thoſe 


parts; that very large quantities of wine, raiſins, 
and oyl are exported from Malaga to London; 
that Granada, though it be at ſome diſtance from 


a ſea port, has correſpondence and traffick with 
Liſbon; vending certain ſilks there, As to the ports 
of Italy, it is well known, that the principal traf- 
fick with them is by the channel of Barcelona, 
Alicant and Carthagena, excluſive of what goes 
to Andaluſia to be ſhipped for the Indies. | 
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In conſideration of theſe circumitances, I am 
of opinion, the choice of the factors ſhould be in- 


truſted to the following cities and towns, for the 
places ſet down oppolite to them. 


To Granada - - for Liſbon, 
_ To Pamplona — for Bayonne. 


5 Bourdeaux. 
„ 1 l geh 
eee Hamburg 
5 . i Roan. 
by 8 225 "t Amſterdam. 
To Malaga 5 for London. 
To San Lucar de Barra- 0 „ 
meda - | 
To Coruna - er ORend, 
To Santander - for Copenhagen, 
To San Sebaſtian - for Stockholm. 


To Bilbao NE A for Peterſburg. 
To Carthagena. for Genoa, 
To Alicant— for Leghorn. 
| 5 Marſeilles. 
To Barcelona - for Naples. 
| 0 Melina, 


Though this propoſal of ſubmitting the choiceof 
the factors to the thirteen cities and towns points 
cout the foreign ports, where theſe are to reſide, 
who are nominated by each of them, it is only. 
to add an improving circumſtance in carrying this 
ſcheme into execution. But there can be no con- 
ſiderable objection to departing from this rule, 
whenever it ſhall be expedient from better know- 


ledge of the ſeveral places, and other reaſons, and 


appointing them a ſettlement at the ports and in 
the places, beſt adapted to each of the eighteen, 
juſt 
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| juſt now propoſed, ſince the main thing is, that 
perſons be elected by the thirteen cities of Spain 
before recited, Sn they ſhall find beſt quali- 
fied for the truſt. in their reſpective. provinces, as 
by their experience and knowledge of them they 
will be good. judges of their qualifications; but it 
is to be underſtood, that though each city name one, 
they are to be factors for that and all other places 
in the kingdom, which ſhall be willing to trade in 
the port or town, where each of them ſhall reſide. 
But though the ſaid cities be inveſted with a 
power of chooſing the perſons for this office, it is 
to be with a condition, that they do not act, till 
they. have the approbation of his majeſty; and 
therefore theit nomination is to be preſented to the 
corregidor of each place, who is to tranſmit it to 
his majeſty's hands, with a detail of the qualifica- 
tions, that recommend the perſon elected into it, 
But it is intended that this approbation of his ma- 
jeſty ſubſiſt no longer than the fachats enjoy a. 
ſalary out of the revenue. 
After his majeſty has been pleaſed. to grant his 
1 there ſhould be given to each of them 
4 or patent ſigned by his majeſty's own 
ben and underſigned by the ſecretary for the 
time being, appointing him a factor for the Spa- 
niſh nation in the port or country, he has been no- 
minated to, and containing the ſum, which is to be 
paid him. for a ſalary, and how it is to be diſtribut- 
ed, together with all ſuch inſtructions, as tend e 

the better diſcharge of his office. 551 | 
To be intitled to this approbation or choice, it 
ſhould be an invariable condition, that the. perſon 
be a native. of this kingdom, or have a patent of 
paturalization, and be at leaſt thirty years of age. 
ee a The 
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The affiſtant, which each factor is to take along 


with him in quality of a book-keeper, ought tobe 
one to his own liking, as he is to anſwer for his doing 
his duty in the office. It will therefore be expedient, 
as ſoon as each factor ſhall be elected and approv- 
ed, that he have leave to nominate a perſon, whom 
he ſhall think qualified for this employment; and 
that he accordingly give him his nomination 


ſigned under his own hand; which is to be pre- 


ſented to the council of the city or town, whom 
it ſhall concern, that they may be alſo judges of 
the propriety of his nomination. And after the 
city council have approved his choice, the factors 


ſhall not be empowered to remove hi without a 


juſt cauſe, giving at the ſame time notice of it to 


the ſaid council, and his reaſons for doing ſo. And 


in filling up any vacancy, whatever may be the 
cauſe of it, the ſame formalities ſhall be obſerved 
as before ; though the factor may in the mean time. 
employ foch perſon, as he ſhall pleaſe. 
It will alſo be expedient, that the book-keepers 
be choſen out of the natives of this kingdom, and 
at leaſt twenty years of age. 

Should there be conſuls eſtabliſhed i in the above- 
mentioned cities and towns for managing and con- 
ducting the affairs of trade, it would be fitteſt for 
theſe to have the choice of perſons to be employ- 
ed as factors; but in caſe there be none, and it is 
a troublelbine circumſtance to aſſemble, and bring 
the merchants of each of them to an agreement in 
the choice, it ſhould, I think, be left in the mean 
time to the diſpoſal of the city council, in the 
ſhape propoſed. 

One of the principal ſteps towards the increaſe 
and preſervation of commerce, is having the king- 


dom well ſupplied with working hands, both for 
the 
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the manufactures of filk and wool, and other 
trades, and alſo the cultivation of land, which 
adminiſter plenty, and this has a great influence 
upon the price of goods. | 

But notwithſtanding our labouring bands be 


numerous; it will not yield all the good effects, 


that are to be wiſhed, till things be fo diſpoſed, 
that the number of working days be alſo greater, 


than we find at preſent. 


Several writers of very great reputation aſſure 
us, that one of the principal foundations of our 


having few working hands is the exceſſive diſpro- 


portion of the perſons in convents and other ec- 
clefiaſticks to the laity, at whoſe charge they are 


to be maintained; and that the fewneſs of the 


days, on which mechanicks and huſbandmen can 


follow their reſpective occupations, is owing. to 
the very many feſtivals and holidays. 


Theſe two points are fo weighty and delicate, 


that I ſhall never preſume to give my opinion of 


them, nor could I have reſolved to ſay any thing 
upon the ſubje& more than barely to offer, with- 
out any remarks, the ſubſtance of what ſome mi- 
niſters and writers very well qualified, both by 
their abilities and publick ſpirit have written, and 
recommended in an affair fo intereſting ; more 
eſpecially the royal council of Caſtile, who, after 
debating upon the ſeveral meaſures to be taken for 
the relief and recovery of this kingdom in their 
council of February 1, 1619, made the following 
repreſentation and petition to king Philip III. 
That a reſtraint be laid upon granting licences 
for fo many monaſteries and religious foundations; 
and that a petition be preſented to his holineſs 
aui forth in the preamble the ieh and reli- 
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gion of the natives of theſe kingdoms, and how 
pure and uncorrupt both they themſelves and their 
Rings have always by the grace of God preſerved, 
and will preſerve the catholick faith to the end of 
the world) that he would vouchſafe to preſcribe ſome 
limits in this reſpect, and to the number of the re- 
ligious; at the ſame time repreſenting to him the 
great damage, which enſues from the great increaſe 
of theſe convents, and alſo of ſome religious aſſoci a- 
tions; and it is not the leaſt evil, that it has occa- 1 
J ioned great relaxation of diſcipline from their vaſt 8 
numbers, and their admitting into them many per- | 
ſons, who enter themſelves rather to avoid want, | 
and from an inclination and reliſh to an indolent 1 
| 
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life, than out of devotion, beſides that it has a bad 

ect upon the preſervation and well being of the 
monarchy, which depend upon the number of people. 

and plenty of bands, that are uſeful and ſerviceable, @ \\ 
both to the publick, and bis majeſiy; a want of 1 
which, from this, and various other cauſes, is naw TY 
very ſenſibly felt, eſpecially as all the eccleſiaſticks, 


and the religious communities in general are exempt 


from this ſervice, and their eftates, which are nu- ig 
merous and very large, being incorporated and made 1 
goods of the church, cannot be alienated; ſo that v 
the fuer fate is much impoveriſhed under the | 
load of ſo many obligations. On this account it i. 
would be a meaſure not a little advantageous, that 44] 
no per ſon be allowed to profeſs under the age of 14 


twenty; nor be admitted into a religious ſociety un- 
der fixteen: That his holineſs, upon ſeeing ſuch 
juſtifiable motives, as will be then laid before him, 
would iſſue out a brief for the obſervation of it in 
theſe kingdoms of Spain; ſo that a reſtraint maybe 
laid upon the great numbers, that enter into this 


way 
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way of life; for though it may be the beſt, ſafeſt, 


and mo eligible for themſelves, it is very injurious 
and prejudicial to the publick. It would alſo con- 
tribute to this good end, were a reform made in tbe 

grammar ſchools, lately ſet up in ſmall towns and 
villages ; for as there are many peaſants in the 
nerghbourbood, their ſons are taken off from the oc- 
cupations and buſineſſes they were born and bred 
up to, and ſent to ſchool, but make little improve- 
ment, turning out for moſt part ignorant, becauſe 
their maſters are ſo. And it would be ſufficient, 5 
theſe grammar ſchools be allowed in towns, utere 
- there are many inhabitants, and ſuch foundations 
bave ſubſiſted for many years paſt, and in the prin- 
cipal town of a diſtrict. For it would not be even 
a very great inconvenience, but rather an advan- 
tage, that there ſhould be fewer clergy, and a cer- 
tain flated number of them, agreeable to the duce 
trines of the ſaints and councils, and proviſions 
made by emperors, who bave taken this matter 
into ferious conſideration. 

The ſtates of the kingdom aſſembled in coun- 
cil in the year 1650, in order to continue the ſub- 
ſidy of the 24 Millones, petitioned king Philip V, 
that during the time of this ſubſidy, no licenſe 
ſhould be granted for founding a new monaſtery; 
and his majeſty vouchſafed to admit, and ſtipulate 
this among the other covenants, by his royal de- 
cree of the ſame year. 

The reſolution cited above, is inſerted and ex- 
plained in a book entitled, the preſervation of 
monarchies, which was publiſhed 1 in the year 1626 
by the licentiate, Don Pedro Fernandez Navarrete 
canon of the apoſtolical church of St. Jago, 8 
counſel lot of the holy office of the inquiſition, who 

enlarges 
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enlarges much on this ſubject in his diſcourſes 42, 
43 44, 45, and 46, of the ſaid work, ſupport- 


ing the opinion of his majeſty's council by a va- 
riety of argument and reaſoning, to which l refer. 


As to the multitude of feſtivals and other holi- 


days, he ſets forth the inconvenience arifing from 
an Nel of them in diſcourſe 13, laying the foun- 
dation upon ſeveral orders of the church and po- 
litical maxims, and repreſents at the ſame time 
the diſadvantages, that muſt attend the numerous 
fraternities and ſuch like religious aſſociations, ob- 
ſerving that the working people wander about half 
the year, and are ſtirred up rather to emulation 
and contention, than to devotion, and other holy 


exerciſes for the obtaining of indulgences, exclu- 


ſive of the conſpiracies, that are occaſioned by 
them. 
The importance of theſe two points merited als 
JO the particular attention of our eminent writer, 
Don Diego de Saavedra, in his plan of a political 
chriſtian prince; for in his eſſay 66, ex faſeibus 
Faſces, among other things he has the following 
remark, I leave it to be confidered by thoſe, whom 
it concerns, whether the exceſſive number of eccle- 
 ftaſtirs, and the multitude of religious ſocieties be 
not diſproportioned to the body of the laity, who are 
to maintain them; or injurious to the very purpoſes 
of the church, which Bas already made proviſion 
for a remedy again it by holy Canons, and apoſto- 
lical decrees, Sc. 

In eſſay 71, labor omnia vincit, the au author, 
among othets to the ſame purpole, has the follow 
ng clauſes. 

Since then labour is /o eſſential fo the preſerva- 

tion of a kingdom, a prince ſhould fake care, that 

Vor. I! E e it 


— r r 2 
— . AMP BITIS AO” - 1» 
- Lo. : p - — 
. * * 9 * 
2 4 OW IO * 22 — b 8 


COT; 
— p: 
—— cy g 
7 4 9 1 
X _ 
2 — 8 


— —— — — — — — 


418 The Turoxy and PRAccT IE 

it be conſtant and regular, and not interrupted by 
too great a number of days ſet apart for publick 
diverſions, or by a pious levity in the religious aſſo- 
citations, who devote and dedicate them to worſhip, 


and which the towns join in rather, as a profane 


entertainment, than a religious exerciſe. * NO 
tribute greater than a feaſt, which cauſes a ceſſa- 
tion of all arts and buſineſſes. The martyrs, as St. 
Chry/oftom ſaid, are not pleaſed to be honoured with 
the money, which the poor bewasl the want of, On 
this account it is expedient, that the feſtivals and 


Holidays be ſo conducted, that neither piety nor bu ſi- 
neſs be neglected. This point was under the care of 


tbe council of Mayence, in the time of pope Leo III. 


and will be the concern of all, that fit in St. Peter's 


chair, to conſider whether it be convenient or not to 
reduce the number of feſtivals, or to order them to 
be celebrated on the Sundays next after them. 

I conteis that I undertook this work out of an 


opinion, that the matter would come within a 


narrow compaſs, being ſenſible, both of my own 
inability, and the little leiſure I could afford it, 
out of the ordinary bufineſs of life. But as ſome 
propoſitions generally lead to others, either from 
the relation there is between them, or from its be- 


ing necetlary to explain ſome previous points to 


lay a foundation for others, the work has ſwelled 
to ſuch a degree, as to contain many ſheets of pa- 
per in theſe 107 chapters. Thus even the largeneſs 
of the volume is a ſufficient reaſon to come to a 


concluſion ; and I am tempted to do it, as well on 


this conſideration, as becauſe the duty of my office, 
and my health do not give me leave at preſent to 
explain ſo particularly, as I ought, ſeveral indiſ- 
penſible meaſures, that are ſtill wanting, and are 

en 
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been only mentioned in a general way, in order to 
render this performance as extenſive as it was in 
my power; meaſures, that I am ſenſible are want- 
ing, to render it more inſtrumental in promoting 
the ſervice of his majeſty, and the publick 1n- 
tereſt, 

One of the arineipal points, which it would be 
expedient to enlarge upon, 1s the importance of 
having embaſſadors, or other miniſters at certain 
courts, with particular inſtructions to watch over, 
and protect our commerce, guarding againſt all 
violations of what has been covenanted by treaties. 
At the ſame time might be taken under conſidera- 
tion miniſterial employments of this claſs, and 
others that might be laid aſide, as not neceſſary 
upon this or any other account, in order to fave 
the great expence which they occaſion, and diffi- 
culties, that uſually enſue; having alw ays in our 
eye the conduct of other kingdoms and ſtates well 
regulated in this inſtance, in order to imitate them 
as far as prudence ſhall admit of. | 

Though I have given ſome intimations of an 
eſtabliſhment of conſuls in ſuch places as they 
{hall be neceffary, this point demands a farther 
illuſtration, eſpecially in report to the manner of 
exerciſing the office, and the choice of Paare pro- 
per for the ir reſidence. 

It would alſo be attended with great advantage 
to have a collection of all the articles, that have 
been ſtipulated in treaties with other nations, re- 
lative to trade and navigation, many of which are, 
in my apprehenſion, very ambiguous, and want 
to be cleared up, and ſome, that ought to be mu- 
tual, are punctually obſerved in his majeſty's do- 


minions, but not in certain kingdoms and ſtates, 
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with whom they have been ſtipulated, and from 
whence has reſulted conſiderable damage to our 
commerce. At the ſame time it appears to me 
very convenient to collect all the abuſes and griev- 
ances, that have been unjuſtly impoſed in the ſaid 
treaties, or ſubmitted to, from the neceſſities of 
the times, in order to have them corrected and 
amended in future treaties, and to obtain better 


conditions for our trade, by availing ourſelves alſo 


of all favourable opportunittes, that ſhall offer for 
it, that we may know how to turn them to our 
own advantage, eſpecially if we raiſe a navy of ſuch 
a number and force, as I have propoſed, or in any 
other ſhape, that ſhall be apprehended more pru- 
dent, ſince it is neither juſt nor decent, that fo- 
reigners poſſeſs ſeveral immunities, and other con- 
ſiderable privileges in his majeſty's dominions, 

while they diſcourage and decline giving us like 
advantages in their own. 

Notwithſtanding there be in the capital a board 
of trade, compoſed of miniſters of great merit, 
I apprehend it would be good policy to introduce 
into it a greater number of perſons of underftand- 
ing and {kill in commerce, either from their own 
experience in mercantile affairs, or by being long 
employed in offices, that have a connection with 

trade, or by having made this important intereſt 
their particular ſtudy. But to explain theſe and 
other meaſures tending to make this board more 
extenſively uſeful, it will be neceſſary to conſider 
the thing more fully. 

In ſeveral towns of France and other kingdoms 
there are conſulſhips, or courts made up of pri- 
vate perſons of good underſtanding, as well for 
the better conduct and advancement of com- 


merce 
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merce, as to decide ſpeedily and at a ſmall charge 
all cauſes and diſputes, that may ariſe in buſineſs; 
a cuſtom, which it is our intereſt to imitate in 
thoſe cities of Spain, that have the beſt diſpoſition 
for trade (as it has been ordered at Burgos, and 
was intimated in the preceding chapter) but it re- 

22 one to enter farther into particulars in or- 

er to lay down ſuch a plan, as will ſecure to the 
publick all thoſe advantages it may receive from 
thence; and I ſhall advance no farther at preſent 

than to obſerye, that theſe courts ſhould have a 
conſtant correſpondence with the ſuperior board or 
council of commerce, reſiding in the capital, and 
to which they ought to be ſubordinate in the ſhape, 
and the inſtances, that ſhall be mentioned, 

There is as little reaſon to paſs by the important 
article of founding hoſpitals in ſeveral cities, with 
an intention to employ the poor, and reform the 
great number of vagabonds, that are peſts to ſo- 


ciety, as I intimated in the chapters 54 and 100. 


This point alſo demands a more particular illuſtra- 
tion. ä 
In the 72“ chapter I mentioned the great ad- 
vantages, which would reſult to his majeſty's ſer- 
vice, and to the foreign, as well as home trade of 
his ſubjects, were the river Ebro made more na- 
vigable. It will alſo be expedient to do the ſame 
with ſome other rivers, and at the ſame time cut 
canals to unite them and extend the navigation for 


9 great purpoſes, which I ſet forth in that chap- 


ter. But this important article requires a farther 
examination. | 

It is alſo a matter deſerving our attention, how 

much ſervice it will be to trade, if we repair our 


roads, make new ones, and render travelling ſafe 


to 
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to paſſengers as alſo ſhorten ſuch, as take a large 

circuit, and increaſe the expence of carriage. 
But we have a more ſpecial intereſt in the im- 

provement of ſome of our ports, particularly thoſe 


of Carthagena, Alicant, Barcelona, and the Alfa- 


ques of Tortoſa, which ſtand in great need of it. 
I do not recommend the port of Malaga, becauſe 


they have been at work upon it for ſome years 


paſt, by virtue of his majeſty's order and inſtruc. 


tions, 
In reſpec to the intereſting articles, our naviga- 
tion and commerce to the Spanith Weſt Indies, I 


have been enabled to drop only hints in ſeveral 


chapters, while | was treating ſome branches of 


the trade of theſe kingdoms, that were more im- 
mediately connected with that of America, But 
it is obſervable, that the ſeveral proviſions, re- 
commended in this treatiſe, as means to enlarge 
and improve all ſorts of ab nes. to encou- 


rage the exportation of our own fabricks, and ex- 
tend by all practicable means the commerce of 
Spain, the very path is plainly chalked out, by 


which that of the Indies may alſo flourith, and 


be more intimately united with the trade of Spain; 


ſo that it be carried on, not only in the flotas, ga- 
leons, and regiſter ſhips, but alſo by the hands of 
bis majeſty 8 ſubjects, and with our own commo- 


dities and fruits, at leaſt in a great meaſure. This 


is to be attained by means of the diſpoſitions, which 
I have recommended, the rules being ſo much the 
more certain and effectual, as the principal returns 
and profits come into his majeſty s dominions and 
are detained there. However, as our navigation 
and commerce to thoſe vaſt regions branch out 


into var ious articles, and are attended with dif- 
ferent 
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ferent circumſtances, there ſtill remains ſeveral 
things to be conſidered and exemplified, and 
which ſtand in need of a more particular inquiry 
and illuſtration, 


There is no doubt but ſome perſons will think 


it ſtrange to ſee introduced, among the concerns 
of commerce and navigation, eſtabliſhments of 
academies in Spain, in imitation of thoſe of 


other kingdoms and ſtates of Europe, eſpecially 
France and Italy, where they are moſt nume- 
rous, and under the beſt regulations for the pub- 
lick intereſt. But the ſurpriſe will be taken off, 
when they give themſelves time to conſider, that 
under the general name of academiesare included 
certain kinds, which profeſs both the theory, 
practice, and improvement of ſeveral arts and ſci- 
ences, ' that enable us the better to imitate the 
curious inventions of others, and alſo to invent 
and make uſeful diſcoveries ourſelves of ſuch 
things, as are ſerviceable both to a foreign ana 
home trade, and to extend our {kill in the art 
and ſcience of navigation, without the aſſiſtance 
of which it will be in vain to project an extenſive 


trade, For it is well known, that moſt of the | 


academies are at this time a ſociety of perſons, 
beſt ſkilled in arts and ſciences, aſſembled toge- 
ther to confer, conſult, and communicate to each 
other their ſtudies, more eſpecially new 1nven- 
tions and diſcoveries, that may turn out to the 
benefit of mankind in general; as aifo to clear 


up and decide any doubtful points, that may 


ariſe, with an intention, that truth, by this ſeru- 


tiny of a ſociety, and the labours of eminent 


men, may be more clearly detected, have greater 


authority, and be taught to more advantage, It 
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18 undeniable, that if it be merit in a private per- 
ſon to retire into his cloſet, aud devote himſelf 
to the nobleſt ſtudy, the purſuit of every thing, 
that can improve his reaſon, and qualify him 
better for the ſervice of his prince, or the good 
of his country, it will be much more in a ſociety 
of learned men, perfectly ſkilled both in the 
theory and practice of the ſame arts and ſcien- 
ces, in order to qualify themſelves the better in 
the ſhape, and for the end already mentioned, 
and in purſuance of a plan calculated for the 
inſtruction of youth in them, which is uſually 
one of the principal views of their appointment, 
I do not mention in this place the royal aca- 
demy of Spain, ſet up in imitation of the like ce- 
lebrated inſtitution in France, and which ſtill 
ſubſiſts in this metropolis, under the prudent di- 
rection of Senor Don Juan Manuel Fernandez 
Pacheco, marquiſs of Villena, with a deſign to 
preſerve. our language in its native purity and 
elegance, as well becauſe its inſtitution is calcu- 
lated for other purpoſes, and found to be already 
eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid and laſting foundation 
under the patronage of his preſent majeſty ; but 
J muſt remark, that it would be very ſerviceable 
in theſe kingdoms to introduce and found three 
academies, which now flouriſh in France, be- 
ſides that juſt now mentioned, and ſome others 1 
one of them was erected at Paris in the year 
1666, under the title of Roya / Academy of Sci- 
ences, the members of which are eminent for 
their ſkill in Coſmography, Aſtronomy, Geo- 
| metry, Phyſicks and ſeveral other ſciences, and 
under a proper regulation for inſtructing in theſe 
arts 
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arts the youth who are received into the aca- 
demy. 

Another Royal Academy, (under the conduct 
of perſons moſt famous in painting and ſculpture, 
into which are alſo admitted curious copper plate 
engravers, either with the tool, or Mezzo-tinto, 
of charts, maps, and all kinds of figures and ob- 
jects, firſt delineated by the painter or draughts- 

man, and which cannot fail of of being uſeful, 
as well for their own conſumption, as a foreign 
trade, and ſo diſpoſed alſo as to teach and propa- 
gate theſe arts, for which purpoſe ſom< of the 
members attend alternately at the academy, and 
that at Rome is maintained at the charge of 
the treaſury,) has been eſtabliſhed by Lewis XIV. 
that his ſubjects might acquire greater {kill in 

arts, that contribute much to the flouriſhing of 
commerce. 

The third academy at Paris goes under the 
title of, The Royal Academy of Architecture, an in- 
ſtitution that is alſo very uſeful in every ſtate and 
kingdom whatſoever. 

And were not the advantage of theſe inſtitu- 
tions ſelf-evident, it would be ſufficient credit to 
them, that the ever famous John Baptiſt Col- 
bert, the moſt publick ſpirited and vigilant mini- 
ſter, that Europe ever ſaw, in the affairs of navi- 
gation and trade, was the principal cauſe of erect- 
ing the ſaid academy of ſciences, and that of 
architecture; as alſo inſtrumental in making 
more uſeful, and ſettling upon a ſurer founda- 
tion, the academy of painting, ſculpture, and 
engraving, by prevailing upon the king his ma- 
ſter to ſettle penſions upon the principal mem- 
bers of it; and particularly thoſe, that had diſ- 

tinguiſhed 
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tinguiſhed themſelves above the reſt. Theſe re- 


flections feems to ſuggeſt and give an intimation, 
that this treatiſe ought to extend itſelf farther 
upon this important article, and be enriched with 
every thing we can find in the management of 
France to ſupport their foundations, after they 
reformed ſome defects and overſights, which 
time and experience ſhewed to be in their inſti- 
tutions, and which are found to be in all new 
eſtabliſhments, let there be ever ſo much {kill 
and vigilance exerted to prevent them; for it is 
eaſy to lay down general- rules (as 1 intimated i in 


other chapters) but very difficult to recollect, and 


make all the particular diſpoſitions, that are re- 
quiſite for the prudent foundation and continu- 
ance of them. 

Upon theſe intereſting points and ſome others, 
that merit a ſerious and particular notice in a 
work of this kind, other ſheets might be uſefully 
filled up by way of ſupplement, in order that 
this treatiſe ſhould go out of my hands leſs im- 
perfect, and the ambition to ſerve the publick be 
fully indulged, which firſt put me upon it, and 
ſtill calls upon me to make this addition, as ſoon 
as health and leiſure ſhall give leave, as I hope 
for it in God, to the advancement of whoſe glory 
is principally directed a work, that propoſes a 


laudable and unerring plan to relieve and advance 
a a nation ſo uniform and catholick, and to increaſe. 


the wealth and power of a monarch, who by his 
example, even more than his laws, oor and 


WHORE the only true and holy religion. 


. The End, of th: Seecnd Volume. 
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N. B. The pages of the firſt Volume, from 241 to 272 
are double 


The Numerals, or Roman characters, refer to the Vo- 
lame, and the fizures to the page. 


i. 52. 


Bleville, in France, a fa- Adrian, emperor, a ſaying of his, 
A mous manufactory of fine 


cloth, i. 110 
Academies, what, ii, 433 Ad- 
vantages to trade, ibid. Several 
kinds recommended, ii. 424 


An Academy of arts and ſcien- 


ces, ibid. Of painting & ſculp- 
ture, ii, 425. 
ture, ibid. A farther conſide- 
ration of them referred to a Sup- 
plement ii. 426. 


Academy, royal, in Spain ſerves 


only for language, ii. 424. 
Acapulco, the cargo of the ſhip, 


i. 207 Trade between it and 


the Philippine Iſlands, i. 191 
To be managed by a company, 
1. 192 Put upon a better foot- 
ing, i. 206. May ſupply Spain 
with ſpices, ii. 106 


Of architec- 


Agriculture, a law to encourage it 


in Spain, ii, 199 
Alcavata, and Cientos, taxes, ori- 


gine and nature of them, i. 


82, 83. In what manner col- 
lected, ibid. Paid in part by the 
eccleſiaſtical ſtate, 1. 82, . Prin- 
Cipal cauſe of the decay of trade, 
11, 236, &c. Of the manu- 
factories, ii. 237. No ſuch 
tax in France, England, or Hol- 
land, ii 236. 


ManufaQures, ii. 240 

Woven goods ſold by whole. 
ſale, ii. 241. Stockings, 
hats, paper, &c. ibid. Gloves, 


1. 242. Earthen ware, bid. 
Hardware, ibid. Soap, &c. ibid. 
Old 


Ought to be 
iaken off the firſt ſale, of moſt 
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Old rags, ii, 243. Nor would 
it be a loſs to the revenue, 11. 


244. How to take it off, 
ii. 246. Jo be taken off filk, 
flax. hemp of the growth of 
Spain, ii. 248. Silk manu- 
factory of Sevil ruined by this 
im poſt, ii. 237. 
Alfagues, of Tortola, may be made 
a fine port, ii. 422. 
Algerines, blocked up by the Spa- 
niards, ii. 17. 
Alicant, its port wants repair, ii. 
8 
Almonds, ſee Fruits. 
Alonzo, the wiſe, a ſaying of his, 
i. 52  Anothef 1.5%. 
America, Spaniſh, has plenty of 
fine copper, ii. 186. It is pre- 
ferable to Barbary copper, ii. 
187. As good as the Swediſh or 


Hungary, ii. 188. Repeated 


aſſays of it, ii. 187. Ships 
built there preferable to the Eu- 
ropean, ii. 5. Fitteſt for the 
Weſt-India trade, 11. 6. The 
wear of Eaſt- India filks prohi- 
bited there, i. 206. 
Contraband trade there, i. 137 
The Dutch, i. 154. | 


Anchors, good forges of them in 


Placentia, ii, 3. | 
Andalufia, a reform in its cuſtom 
houſes, ii. 176. 

Anniſced, ſee Cordial waters. 

Antwerp, breviaries, miſſals for 

the ule of Spain printed there, 

r ee 

Apparel, wearing, a reform of it, 

i. 234. Ought to be duly put 
in execution, ii. 90. | 


Engliſh 


IN DE X. 


Aragon, province of, has fine 
oak, 11. 10. Proper relief to its 
manufaCories, ii. 307- 

Architecture, ſee. Academy, 

Armada, Spaniſh, invaded Eng- 
land in, 1588. i. 3879, Num- 
ber of ſhips and men; i. 388. 
Its bad ſucceſs, i. 389. What 
owing to, ibid. Dr. Lewis Ba- 
bia's account of it, i. 390. 
Famian d Eſtrade's account of 
it, i. 388. Antonio de Her- 
rara's account of it, i. 391. 

Arms, fire, Holland and trades in 
them, 1.172, i. 97. Upon 

what principle, ibid. Merits the 
imitation of Spain, i. 172, 173, 
Great advantages from it, i. 173. 
174. Good forges of them in 

_ Placentia, ii. 3. Ls 2 

Army, the proportion it ought to 

bear to the navy, i, 353. The 

diſproportion between them in 

Spain, i. 354. Ought to be 

regularly paid, &c. i. 356. 

Artificers, by what means obtain- 

ed, ii. 256. Nebuchadnezzar 

carried ſome from Jeruſalem, 
i. 53. Selim, Emperor of the 
Turks ſent ſome to Conſtanti- 
nople, ibid, es oh 

Artillery, foundary of ii. 2. 

Arts, and Sciences, ſee Acade- 
1. — Francis I. K. of France, 
father of them, i. 129. Thrive 
under the patronage of Princes, 
ü. 259. 1 h | 


Balia, doctor Lewis, his papal 
hiſtory i. 390. His memoirs 
of the Spaniſh Armada, ibid. 


Arragon, crown of, its revenues, Barcalao, vaſt conſumption of it in 


ii. 293, &. How charged i. 
Its impoſition, 
the nature of it, ii. 305, A- 
mount of it, ii, 307. 


86. 11. 305. 


ts ma- 
nufacturers demand different 
i : 


encouragements from thoſe of 


Caſtile, ii. 299 


Spain, ii. 126, A great detri- 
ment, ii. 127, 128. Its con- 
ſumption may be reduced, i. 139 
Recommended to the Pope, i. 
140. Way to prevent the da- 
mage ariſing ſrom it, ii. 130. 
Imported, ought to be charged 

1 
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to the full, ii. 128. Indul- 
ce in France in favour of the 
iſtory, i. 105. 

Bacon, ſee Ireland. 

Baldwin, earl of Flanders, im- 
proved trade, i. 165. His ſuc- 
ceſſors ruined it, ibid. | 

Barbary, ſee Copper. 

Barcelona, a petition of the filk 
and velvet weavers, ii. 315 — 
330. Its port ſhould be im- 
proved, ii. 422. 

Barilla, a material, exported, to 
be charged with high duties, 
ii. 159. The inland duty to 
be taken off, ii. 161. | 

Bays, a manufacture of it in France, 
1, 101. 

Baztan, new, a manufacture of 
cloths, buff and ſhamois lea- 
ther, hats, &c. ii. 332. In- 
dulgences and immunities gran- 
ted to it, ibid. | 

Beef, ſee Ireland. 

Beewves, lee Cattle 

Bells, a foundery of them, ii. 186. 

Bizcaya, a conſtant ſcarcity of 
grain there, ii. 197. Ought 


to be ſupplied by the other pro- 


vince, ibid. | 
Byzcaners, loſt all their ſipping 
in the war, ii. 140 
be encouraged, ibid. Have a 
ripht to fiſh on the banks of 
Newfoundland, i. 136. Hin- 
dred by the Engliſh, i. 138. 
Do not want the ſame indul- 


gences as others in their fiſhe- 


Ties, li. 139. 
Bolla, a tax, what? ii 315. 
Very heavy, ii. 316. Deſtruc- 
tive of trade and manufactories, 
ii. 317. Oppreſlive in the 
manner of collecting, ii. 318. 
A clog upon the ſale of manu- 
faQures, ii. 319. Means to re- 
medy the evil, ii. 232. A 
petition againſt it, ii. 315, &c. 


How to 


A repreſentation of miniſters 
againſt ir, 11. 321. 


Board, or council of Commerce. 


See Council. | 
Bombs, a foundery of them, ii. 2. 
Books, Spaniſh printed abroad, 

ſhould be prohibited, ii. 111, 

Very incorrect, ii. 112. For- 

merly prohibited, ii. 113. 

Proviſions to be made in this 

caſe, ii. 114. Advantage of 

printing our own Breviaries, 

Miſſals, &c. ii. 118. A Letter 

on this head, ii. 119. Indul- 

gences neceſlary for it, ii. 123 


Brabant, its Dukes ruined their 


manufaQories, 41. 165. 
Brandies, to be charged the duties 
entire, 11. 203, The monopoly 
taken off, 1.268. Their du- 
ties regulated, i. 260 A great 
advantage to the farmer, i. 267. 
Evils from their cheapneſs eaſily 
prevented, 1. 270. 
Braſs, manufactures of it to be 


charged low, ii. 172. As alſo 


the material, ji. 186. 

Braſil, wood, may be imported, 
11. 191. 

Breſt, why a yard for king's ſhips, 
11. 45. A Spaniſh ſhip built 
. 

Briton, Cape, indulgences to the 
Fiſhery in France, i. 105. 

Breviarics, miſſals, &c. for Spain 
printed at Antwerp, ii. 118. 

Britain, Great, and Ireland, its 
inhabitants, 1. 42. 

Brittany, has plenty of ſalt, ii. 
228. 

Buff, a manufacture of ſee Goy- 
eneche, . 
Bullion, Engliſh, Eaſt India com- 
pany trades in it, i. 62. Its 
extraction not to be prevented 
by penal laws, i. 60. And on- 
ly by commerce, i. 71. Safel 


allowed in England, and __ 
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C 


| Cables, and other cordage, a ma- 


nufacture of it, i. 3 30. No way 
inferior to the foreign, ibid. 
Cacao, an ordinance in favour of 

it, i. 218. Charged exceſſively, 


1. 219. Coſt and charges ex- 


ceed the value, i. 220. Lower 
cuſtoms paid by foreigners, ii. 
61. Foreigners ought to pay 
more, ibid. 

Cadran, (Nicholas) founder of a 
woollen manufacture at Sedan, 
1. 111. &c, 

Cadix, Imports there ii. 64. Not 
a proper place for fitting out the 
Flotas, &c. ii. 44. 
rantable indulgences in the cuſ- 
tom houſe, 11. 60. 


Campeche, a man of war built 


there, i. 369. 


Canary, Iſlands. A reform of their 


trade to America, i. 203. Great 
abuſes in it, ibid. 

Cantabria, has plenty of iron, ii. 
2. Has very little trade, ii. 10. 
Has no fiſhery, ibid. Has few 
ſeamen, ibid. 


Captains general, inllractions to 


them, i. 279. Ordered to en- 
courage manufactures, i. 280 


Captures, or prizes, how diſpo- 


ſed of in France, 1. 360. 

Caraccas, large Portugueſe ſhips, 
11 39. No longer in uſe 7619. 

Cards, exported, to be A 
low, ji. 173. 

Carthagers, its por ought to be 
improved, ii. 422. 

Caftile, council of, complains of 
abuſes in the court of indulgen- 
ces, i. 14. Nemonſtrates a- 


* 


Burgos, proper for a manufacture 
of fine cloths, 11. ** See 
P pbilip V. 
Burgundy, its brine ſ prings, ii. 228. 
Butter, ſee Treland. 


We, the . of religious, 
1. 415. 

Catalonia, abounds with fine Oak. 
ii. 10. The number of its 
looms, i. 32. The nature of 
its revenue, ii. 

Cataſtro, of Catalonia. the nature 
of the revenue, ii. 245. 

Cattle, may be prohibited expor- 
tation, ii. 211. Ought to paſs 
free from one province to ano- 
ther, ibid. 

Ca vada, its foundary of Iron can- 
non, ii. 2. 

Cedar, its advantage i in ſhip- build- 
ing, lt. g. 

Chabot. Admiral, ſent by Fran- 
cis I. K. of France to make 
diſcoveries, 1.129. 

Charles, the Great, K. of France, 
little trade before his time, i. 
129. 


Cparles, V. his laws in favour of 
Unwar- 


trade, 1. 199. 

Chineſe, molt dextrous in trade i. 
17i. Chineſe commodities pro- 
hibited, ii. 82, 84, 


_ Cry/lals, fee Glaſs. 


Cientos, fee Acatala. | 

Cities, more flouriſh by manufac- 
tories, than buying and ſelling, 
1. 29. Of Spain, formerly had 
flouriſhing manuſactories, i. 30 

Cloth, Foreign, how charged by 
Lewis XIV. i. 8, h Manu- 
factory in France, ſee Cadeau. 

The fine fabricks flouriſh 
moſt in large towns, 11. 265. 
A manuſaQure at Olmeda and 
New Bartan, i. 332. At Gua- 
dalaxara, i. 340. At Valde- 
moro, i, 341, Laus relating 
to the fabrick, dying. &c. i. 
199. Indulgences to coarſe 
cloths, ii. 278. 

Coaſt, ſee, Guarda Coftas, 

Coffee, ſee Tea, 

Coin, ought to be ſtandard, &c. 
11.345, Evils from a want of 


it 
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it, i. 346. Don Diego de 
Saavedra's remarks, ii. 348. 
A diſproportion in the Spanifh 
Coins, ii. 349. Miſchievous 


effects of it ii. 350, A Re- 


coinage wanted, ii. 353. A 
Royal Cedule relating to it, ii. 
355, 356. Spain has little left 
but defective pieces, i. 10. 

Colbert, Monſieur, a great pro- 
moter of manufactor ies in 
France, i. 115. Founder of 
the Academy of Arts and Sci- 
ences, ii. 425. And of Ar- 


chitecture, ib;4. Improved the 


Academy of painting and ſculp- 
ture, ibid. The Manufac- 
tory of the Gobelines, 1. 115. 
Commerce, what? i. 4. Cannot 
be extenſive without good Ma- 
nufaQories, i. 3. The only 
thing to enrich a ſtate, i. 5. 
Promoted by certain Academies, 
11. 433. Cauſes of its decay 
in Spain, 1. 1, Means to re- 
cover it, i. 3. The trade of 
Spain 1njurious, i. 4. How? 
i. 6. — Profitable Commerce, 
what? 1. 4. Means to elia- 
bliſh and preſerve it, 1. 14--18. 
Injurious commerce, what; i. 
4. Agive commerce, the im- 
portance of it, ii. 378. Laws 
made in Spain, in favour of it, 
ji. 379-380. An ordinance 
with the ſame view, ii. 381. 
Another, ii. 384. Importance 
of enforcing theſe Laws, ii. 
390. Other Proviſions, ii. 391 
Treaties relating to it ought to 
be colleRed together, ii. 419. 
For the conſideration of this 
referred to a Supplement, ii. 
420. Settling factors in foreign 
ſea - ports, a means to introduce 
an active commerce, ii. 392. 
In what places, 11. 397. Ex- 
eluſive privileges not a way to 
extend it, i. 183. Council of 


Commerce to be enlarged, ii: 
420. To be farther conſidered 


ina Supplement, 2514. 


Commerce, in France, inconſide- 


rable before Charles, the Great, 


1. 129. Encouraged by Fran- 


cis I. ibid Moit of all by 
Lewis XIV. 1.130. His edits 
to promote it, ii 385—386. 
France began to encourage it, 
1. 193. i. 68. Proviſions in 
favour of trade, i. 95, &c. 1. 
121 &c. 


Commerce, in England. Proviſi- 


ons made by the Engliſh in fa- 
vour of it, ii. 386. Flouriſhed 
not til! the 17th Century, 1. 193 
Queer Elizabeth a great Pa- 
troneſs of it, i. 67. Laus in fa- 
vour of trade, i. 131. Balance 


of trade againſt her in the 


north, i. 133. In her favour 


With France, i. 138. Balance 
between England and the Le- 


vant, 1, 61. 


Commerce, in Holland, the nature 
of it, i. 153. Not ſolely de- 


pendant on manufactures, i. 


151. More extenſive, i. 151, 


152. Their trade in Europe, 
1, 167. Their Weſt-India trade, 
ibid. Their Levant and 
Mediterranean trade, i. 168. 


Proviſions in favour of it, i. 387 


i. 180. Not conſiderable be- 


fore the lyth Century, i 193, 
194. Balance between Hol- 
tand and the Baltick, i. 61. Be- 
tween Holland and the Levant, 
ibid. | 


Commerce, of Holland, a book ſo 


called, 1.4. Tranſlated into 
Spanulh, i. 5,122, 187. 


Commerce, Dictionary of it, i. 110 


See Savary. 


Company, Oltend, in danger of 


ruin, 1.177. Prudent in the 
French, Engliſh &c. to ſupport 


it, 1, 178, Its capital, i. 183, 
Company * 
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Company, Dutch Eaſt- India, rich 
and powerful, i. 175, &, By 
what means, ibid. Not to be 
imitated in Monarchies, i. 176. 
Its tyranny over other Eaſt- In- 
dia companies, i. 179. Male 
adminiſtration of it, i. 188. A 
Proof, that trading companies 
run great hazards, i, 186. Ships 
employed in it, i. 49. 
Company, Engliſh Eaſt-India, ill 
uſed by the Dutch. i. 179. 
Trades in ſilver, i. 62. 
Company, of the Honduras, the 
miſcarriage of it, i. 181. 


Companies, Trading, the tragical 


end of ſeveral in Europe, i. 
176. The danger of them in 
Spain, 1. 180. Not a way to 
enlarge Commerce, i. 183. 

Commerce, by Flotas and Galeons 
preferable, i. 85. Of uncertain 
ſucceſs, i. 186, 187. Under 
what circumſtances adviſeable, 
i. 189. Vaſttrade carried on 
by the Dutch and French with- 
out them, 1. 190, &c, proper 
for the trade between Acapulco 
and the Philippines, i. 191. 

Confectionary, Foreign, ought to 
be prohibited in Spain, ii. 21 2 
and the exportation of its own 
encouraged, ii. 213. 

Conſuls, not proper to be factors, 
i. 393. Farther conſideration 
of them referred to a Supple- 
ment, 11.419. See Court Mer- 
chant, . 5 

Conſumption, of Ma nufactures for 

cloathing in Spain, i. 36. 

Contraband trade, of the Engliſh 
in America, i. 137. 
Dutch, i. 154. 


Convoys, what ſhips of war pro- 


per for them, ii. 37. What 


number of them uſual, ii. 


1 

Copper, great conſumption of it, 
11; 186. © Spain has little of, 
it, ibid. Plerty of it in Spaniſh 


Ot the 


1NDE x 


America, ibid. Particularly id 
the mines of Mechoacan, ii. 
187. Aſays made of it by fe- 
veral perſons, ibid. Proved to 
be better than the Barbary cop- 

per,; ibid. Equal to the Swediſh 
or Hungary, ii. 188, No need 
to encourage the importation, 
ii. 189, Manufactures of it 
exported ſhould be rated low, 
ii. 172. How much, ibid. As 
— upon the oar imported, ii. 
186. 

Cordage, See Cable. | 
Cordial waters, ſhould be prohi- 
bited, ii. 87. See Brangies. 

Cordova, See Manzfactories. 

Corſairs, infeſt the coaſts of Spain, 

ii. 16. In what manner Guar- 
da Coſtas to be ſtationed for 
their protection, ii. 17. 

Cotton, Manufactures of, exported 
ought to be low rated, ii. 69. 
As alſo the material imported, 
a 10. | 

Courland, beſt ſeed of Flax and 

 Remp from thence, 1i. 191. 

Council, See Caſtile, 

Council of Commerce ought to be 
enlarged, ii. 420, Farther to 

conſidered in a Supplement, 

ibid. 1 

Court, Merchant, recommended, 
ii. 420, 421. In imitation of 
a Court in France, ibid. Far- 
ther to be conſidered in a Sup- 
plement. x 

Cruiſers, See Guarda Coſtas. 

Cuenca, See Min. 

Cuftoms, abuſes in them, ii. 59. 

In Spain, more favourable to 
Foreigners, ii. 60. Deſtruc- 
tive to the Spaniſh trade, ibid. 
Owing to the farmers, 11. 61, 
63, 67. Ought not to be farm- 
ed, ii. 68, 70, But be under 
adminiftration, ii. 71. Foreign 
Sugars, Cacao, &c. pay leſs 
than our own, ii. 61. The 
conduct of the Dutch in a like 

Cale 


1 


caſe, ii. 62. The indulgences 
confirmed bv a foreign writer, 
ii, 63, Our trade ruined by 
it, 16%. An attempt to reme- 
dy it diſappointed, 11. 65. A 
reform of thoſe of Andaluſia, 


ii. 176. And other places, ii. 
179. Revenue of them, i. 85. 


D 


Depopulatior, of Spain, the cauſe 
of it, i. 40. 

D' Fftrade, Fa mian, bis account 
oi the Spaniſh Armada, i. 388. 
Dutie:, abſurdly charged in Spain, 
ii. 5 2. Fatal effects of it, 2bid. 
Otherwiſe in Face, &c. ii. 
02. Should be 'OoWw on woven 
Manuf Cuies of Silk, &c. (x- 
ported, i. 169. How much 
1 Alſo en hard wares, 
1. 172 Alſo on Paper, Cards, 
&c ii. 173 White Was, 1. 
1 4. Manufz ces of Leather, 
ibid. Toys, ibid. Sill: import- 
es, n. 183. Flax, il. 184. 
Hemp, Cotton, Hair, &cC bid. 

Dying ingredients, 11. 185. 


Steel, an ran, ibid. Copper 


and Bra, ii 186. 

Der, the \:anutaRure of Madrid 
cwes ies ſucceſs to a fam.s 
one. i. 330. Good ones ihe 
ſu port of woven Manufacture, 
ii. 275. Indulgences to be 
granted them, 11, 277. 


E 


Ebro, maſts and planking brought 
dow uf on n, 1. 328. To be 
made © oe navigable, ii. 8, 
Eaiy to ot done, ii. 9. To be 
IR ee dered, ii. 421. 

£cciifiaſtical late, its proportion 
to the reſt, i. 79. Pays in part 
the Alcavals, i. 82. As alſo 
the Mallones, i. 83. 
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Eligabeth, Queen of England, A 
gteat patroneſs of the Woollen 
Manufacture, i. 67. 

Eminente, Don 'Prarciſco, farmer 
of the revenuc, 11. 60. Abuies 
bis truſt, ji. 60—63. 

Engineers, Inſtruòtions to them, 
See Philip V. 

Eng land. the riſe of its Woollen 
ManufaQory, i. 67, 166. Sold 

its Woo! to the Flemings, 7rd. 
by Vorks up much Spaniſh Wool, 
68. Proviſion in favour ot 
bad, i 131. Lots rg her 
northern Commerce, 1. 133. 
Has vaſt fleets, i. 134. Prohi- 
bits Indiu Silke, l. Few 

Spaniſh (tips come thicher, 55 
135. Exports grain, 1.136. 
ead and Tin, ibid. 

Enolind, King of. ſpeech to his 
P3rizament, i 131. 

England, intereſts oſ, bock ſo call- 
ech, i 8, „ 16: Anthor 
ot it a friend to France and 
Spain, i. 140. 

Entries, manner of the Dutch, ii. 
172. That of the French to 
be referred a; 14d, - 

Efefetas, and poll, nature of the 
revenue, 1, 86. 

Fugui, ice Foungery, 

Exchange, Bills of, prevent not 
the extraction of money, i. 16. 

Exports, Manufactures ex ported 
to be rated low, 11. 88. What 
to be charged high, 11, 73. 

How charged ia France, i. 95, 
&C. 

> 


ah 1's ſettled in foreign "porn 
ſeful to Commerce, 292. 
Conſals not proper 97 wa ſo, ii. 
293. Flaces, where, ii. 397. 
Ought to have a ſalary from his 
Majeſty, ii 405 May be of 
ſervice to the ſtate, ii. 407. 
Should be Men of ſkill and in- 
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tegrity, ii. 410. And choſen 
by the trading cities, 11. 411. 
In what ſhape, ii. 412. 
Fairs, Abuſes of them reformed, 
„„ 5 | 
Faſt-days, number of them, ii. 127. 
Should be reduced, ii. 143. 
Ferdinand, fee Laws. 
Feflivals, and Holidays, number 
of them exceſſive, ii. 417. Miſ- 
chief of them, ibid. Don Die- 
go de Saavedra's remarks, ii 
417, 418. How to be con- 
ducted, ii. 418. 
Fiel Medidor, a tax, i. 84. 
Fiſh, vaſt conſumption of {alt-fiſh 
in Spain, ii. 126. A great 
- grievance, ii. 127. Meaſures 
to prevent, 11. 130. Plenty of 
fiſh on the coaſt of Spain, 11. 
128. Salt-fiſh imported to be 
charged the whole duties, ibid. 
Fiſhery, one would be a great bleſ- 
ſing toSpain, 1. 33. Indulgen- 
ces to it, ii. 133,—135. France 
deſerves our imitation in it, 11. 
132. Spaniards have a right 
to fiſh on the Banks of New- 
foundland, ii. 130, &c. Are 
hindred by the English, ii. 138. 
| Remonſtrances in vain made, ih. 
Flanders, fee Spaniſb Provinces. 
Flax, ſee Duties, the beſt ſeed 
from Courland, ii. 191. Seed 
imported ought to be charged 
low, ibid. | 
Fleet, Spaniſh, in 1718. i. 376. 
Conſiſted of {mall ſhips, i. 377. 
Their great Armada in 1588, 


i. 387. The number of men 
and ſhips, 1.388. Its bad ſuc- 


Ceſs, i. 389. Owing to what,zb:7. 
Fleet, Engliſh, in 1704. A liſt of 
it, i. 382. United with the Dutch 
was beaten by the French, 1.385. 


Fleet, Dutch, in 1704, united 
with the Engliſh, and beaten 


by the French, i. 383. 
Fleet, French, in 1704. A lk of 


INDEX. 


it, i. 379. Beat the Engliſh 
and Dutch united, 251. 
Fleet, Muſcovite, in 1718. A 
r 
Flotas, and Galeons, great dela 
in fitting them out, 1. 13. ii. 42. 
Extraordinary charges, ii. 43. 
Founderies, of Lierganes and Ca- 
vada, ii. 2. For iron cannon 
ibid. Of Eugui, &c. for bombs, 
granades, &c. ibid. 


- 


Frances I. King of France, fa- 


ther of arts and ſciences, i. 129. 

Sends admiral Chabot to make 

diſcoveries, bd. Reſolves to 

ſend ſhips to the Eaſt-Indies, 
RE 

France, her trade inconſiderabte 
before 1660. 1.68. Her navy 
the ſame, ibid. Her proviſions 
in favour of Commerce, i. 95, 

 &c. Trades in horſes, arms, &c. 

1. 97, Herduties upon expor- 
tation and importation of ma- 
nufactures, materials, and fruits, 

i. 95—103, Her manufacture 
of bays, 1. 101. Prohibits Eng- 

liſh goods, i. 108. Alſo mer- 
chandiſe from the Levant, i. 10g. 

Fraternities, religious, bad effects 
of them, ii. 41 EE, 

Freight, low freights, the ſapport 

of trade, 11.32. The Dutch 
ſheet anchor, ibid. Very eaſy 
in Holland, ii. 62. Very hea- 
vy in Spain, ibid. 

Fruits, grain, &c. a reform of the 
duties on them, ii. 194. Du- 
ties on them variable, ii. 195. 
Grain ſometimes to be prohi- 
bited exportation, ibid. At other 

times not, ibid. A conſtant ſcar- 
city in Biſcaya and Guipuzcoa, 
ii. 197. They ſhould be reliev- 

ed by the other provinces ibid. 


8 | 
Galeons, ſee Flotas, Advantages 
by their freight, i. 416,—430. 
| A ſtated 


N D . 


A ſtated accompt of charges 
and profits, i. 420. Ought to be 
American built, ii. 5. 


ON, uſeful Guarda Coſtas, ii. 


Colby, 0 uſeful Guarda 
Coſtas, ji. 

Galley ares. at Marſeilles, em- 
ployed in Manufactures, ii. 13. 
Should be done at Carthagena, 

ibid, 

Gaſ/laneta, Don Antonio, 15 plan 

for ſhips of war, i. 302. 

Ga, the Mendola, Doe Joſeph 
his aſſays on the American 
copper, 11. 187. 

Genoa, its territory barren of ma- 
terials, 1. 30. Has prime manu- 
 faQories, ibid. Not half ſo ma- 

ny inhabitants as Galicia, i. 42. 
Reſembles Holland, i. 157. See 

Seth, 

George I. King of England, ſpeech 

to his parliament, i. 131, 

Glaſs, fee Goyencche. 

Gobelines, des, its manufactory of 
Tapeſtry, i. 115—130. 

Gojeneche, Don Franciſco Xavier, 
tranſlator of the book, entitled 
the Commerce of Holland, . 

Gojeneche, Don Juan de, his "glaſs 
manufacture, i. 322. His works 
for cutting Maſts, &c. in the 
Pyreneee, i. 327, &c. His fabric 
of cloths, buff, ſhamois leather, 

Hats, &c. in Olmeda and New 

Baztan, i. 332. Indulgences 
granted to it, ibid. His great 
zeal in encouraging manufacto- 
ries, i. 334. His plan for building 
ten ſixty gun ſhips at the Ha- 
vana, 1, 375. 

Grain, ſee Fruits, England 

Granada, looms there, ii. 64 

Gre/am, Sir Thomas, firſt projec- 
tor of the Eng'iſh woollen ma- 
nufactory, i. 67. 

Guadalaxara, its fabrick of fine 

___ cloths, i. 340. 

Guarda Coltas, neceſſary on the 
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coaſt of Spain, ii. 16. To clear 
it of Corſairs, 00 convoy the 
coaſting trade, 11.17, 21. How 
to be ſtationed, 11. 17. 1 7 to 
convoy the Flotas, &c. ii. 18. 
Galleys to be ſtationed where li. 
10 And Galeots, ii. 20. Guar- 
das Colas uſeful & neceſſary to 
tranſport his majeſty's ſtores, ii. 
23. Tobaccos and falt, ii. 24, 
26. To ſecure a communica- 
tion with the African and other 
Garriſons, ii. 24. Should be 
double officered, ii. 29, Reliev- 
ed by other ſhips, ibid. Will 
be a nurſery for ſeamen, it. 30. 

_ Encourage the fiſheries, ibid. 
Reduce freights, . 
rable conſequences for want of 
them, 11. 19, 27 

Cuipuxcoans, iee Bizcayners. 

Gunpomuacr, many good manuſac- 
torics of it in Spain, : 


H 


Hats, fee Alcavala, See S 
neche. | 


Habana, fee Tobacco, Ships. 


Hemp, plenty in the bithoprick 
of Tuy, i. 330. But fold into 
Portugal, :6:d. Miſchief of have 
ing it irom abroad, 15%. Great 
plenty in the plains of Granada, 
Murcia, and Valencia, ii. z. 
Cheap er than in Holland, il. 3. 
Its cultivation ought to be En- 
couraged, ii. 28 See 4 
va la. 

Henry, the Great, King of France, 
ſets vp Man nu 0g . 135. 


Aica- 


 Herrara, Antonio de, his acccunt 


of the Spaniſh Armada, 1. 391. 


Hlides, ſee Material. | 
Holland, barren of materials, i 30. 


But has prime manuf.ctorics, 
ibid. Inconſiderable in , i. 
40. Its ſeven provinces nt fo 
large as Galicia, i. 149. Nature 
of its territory 
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magazines 


Mit- 
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magazines Xx corn, i. 1 150. 
Their commerce not upon the 


ſtrengtli of manufactures only, 


i. 151. But upon what, i. 153. 


Their contraband trade in A- 


merica, i. 154. Their long 
and dangerous navigations, i. 
155. Their trading fieets more 


frequent than thoſe of Spain, 1. 


1155, &c. Cauſes of the lowneſs 
of their freight, i. 157. Is a 
general magazine, i. 158. Why 
foreigners buy there, 1. 157. 
Their duties upon exports and 
im ports, i. 161. Upon a ſin- 
gular plan, i. 162. Deſerves 
the imitation of Spain, 1574. 
are always intent upon their 
ſpice trade, i 163 Their im- 
ports from Spain, i. 62. 
of their manufactory at Leyden, 
j. 166. Trade in Europe, i. 
158. Levant and Mediter- 
ranean trade, ibid. Vaſt 
fſheriee, i. 169. How they 
ſappot them, 1. 170. 
ew ſituation, attached to the 
jt trie, 11. 31. Their chil- 
Jia early enured to the oar and 
„ 
Hoſes, &c. exportation of them 
Improves the breed, ii. 210. 
To de under proper reſtricti- 
one, ibid, Farther conſidera- 
tion to be referred to a ſupple- 
ment, ibid. 
Hleſp. tals tor employing the poor, 
dug lit to be encouraged, ii. 287, 


Progrets of one at Madrid, ii. 


Heotpital at Genoa, ibid. 
At Famplona and Zaragoza, ii. 
291, Farther conſideration re- 
ferred to a ſupplement, ii. 421. 
Ho pital at Lyons, See Lyons. 
Hunga! Js lee Copper. See Salt. 


J. 


250. 


| Wi dee Sal, 
h Io high duties laid upon 
ihe," £% How rated in 


Riſe 


From 


E KX. 
France, i. 95, Manufactures 


imported, charged high, ii. 
Ex ported to be rated low, FH 
W hat ſorts to be rated high, 

. : 

India, Weſt, adventurers to it, how 

called, i, 46. Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indiatrade, capable of improve- 
ment, ii. 422. To be conſi- 
dered in a ſupplement, ii. 423. 

India, Eaft. Ships, &c. employed 
by the Dutch Eaſt- India com- 
pany, i. 49. Ealt India filks 
prohibited in Spain, ii. 8 3. Not 
duly obſerved, ibid. Ought to 
be extended, 11. 85. 9 en- 
forced, ibid, 

Indulgences, court of, abuſes in it, 
i, 13. complained of by the 
council of Caſtile, i. 14. 

Inſormers, well rewarded in F rance, 
i. 10 

13 number of them. in 

pain, i. 35. Sufficient for nu- 
merous manufactories, i. 39. 
Increaſed by trade, i. 40. Many 
in Spain enured to fatigues, 1. 42. 


Intendants, inſtructions to them. 


See Philip V. 
Ireland. Beef, &c. ver good from 
thence, ii. 211. But no great 


3 imported by Spain. 

0! 

Von, plenty of, in Cantabria, ii. 
2, See Material. | 

lialy, has fewer inhabitants than. 
Spain, 1. 41, Abounds with 
curious manufactories, ibid, 


Juſtinian, emperor, a * of 


his, i. 54. 
L. 


Lace, Flanders, by what port 


brought into France, i. 107. 

Languedoc, ſee Salt. 

Larrey, Monſieur de, his hiſtory 
of England, i. 393. His ac- 
4 of the Spaniſh Armada, 
ibia 


Lattin, 


INDEX - 47% 


Lattin, or yellow copper, a mi- 
neral in Namur, and Lim- 
bourg, ii. 189. | 

Laws, made by the Engliſh, con- 
trary to treaties, 1. 142. Penal, 
cannot prevent the extraction of 
bullion, 1. 69. Laws of Fer- 
dinard the pious, in favour of 
commerce, 1. 199, Of Ferdi- 
nand and Iſabel, i. 197. To 


inſtitute a court merchant, 'bid. 


Relating to freights, BI To 

ulate the quality, "4 
filks, ih:4, Of cloths, 76:4. 
The ſale of ſhipping, i. 198. 
To dy ing, f ſhipping, 1. 199. 
Laws of Charles V. to encon- 
rage manufactories, 151. Of 
Philip II. relating to the ſame, 
j. 201. Of "Philip IV. ibid. 
Of Philip V. i. 203—342. See 
Philip V. Laws in Spain, that 
ought to be inforced, ii. 81-91. 


Relating to the goodneſe, &c. of 


filks, cloths, and ſtuffs, ii. 92. 
Good conſequences of them, 
It. 97, A collection ought to 
be made of them, and publiſhed 
ii. 101. Penal laws that ſhould 
be inforced, . e 

Leather, plenty of it in Spain, i 
192. 


Len XIV. king of France, a great 


Patron of trade, i. 68, 93. His 


proviſions in favour of naviga- 
tion, trade, &c. 1, 171. See 
Fravts; 


Letter, to the captains general and 


intendants. 

Leydin, fee Holland. 

L ierganes, ſee Foundery. 

Llaue (F. Eugenio de la) letter in 
reipect to a printing houſe in 
Spain, ji. 119. 

L.coms, indulgences to, ſerupled ab- 

ſurdly, i. 20. Formerly 16009 

in Sevil, i. 24. Now but zoo, 

ibid. ii 64. Value wrought 
up in them, i. 26—33. Looms 
in Valencia, i. 32. in Catalo- 

nia and Granada, 2%. 


9 


Lorrain, ſee Salt. 
Loau countries, number of inha- 
bitants, i i. 40. 


Lyon, city of, her numerous ma- 
nufaQtories, i . 


M. 


Madrid, city of, cenſured, i. 20 
Its manufacture of tiflue, ebe 
ſtringe, Kc. L 339. See H 
vital, Tapeſtry. | 

Majorca, iſland, its revenues, ii. 
314. 

Maloga, its port . 1mprov- 
ed, i. 245, See Mines 

Manufadlure of earthern ware, ii. 
313. 7 5 

Manufa@ures, imported, to be 
rated high, i. 8. Export- 
ed very low, ibid. 8 
of them in Spain, i. 65. No 
diſcouragement, ibid, What 
Kinds to be charged high, ii. 
14nw7.7: 

Manufaeries, better than the 
mines of Potoſi, i. 9. Not en- 
tirely dependant on plenty cf 
materials at home, i. 30. Be- 
gun with ſueceſt in 8 Spain, i. 68. 
Honours and indelgen res diſ- 
penſed in favour of them, i. 
110, & With excluſive pri— 
vileges, bad, ii. 285. Of fine 
cloths may be at Burgos, Pa- 
lencia, and Soria, ii. 284 Sce 
Avvevilie, Cadeau, Gabelines, 
Sada. 


Marſeilles, city of, a mart for 


the Levant trade, 11.46. French 
galleys laid up there, 13 
Muſts, ſee Fbrv, 5 
Mata, in Valencia, Sce Sali. 
We imported, rated low, 
9. Exported the reve: e, 76. 
Their exportation to be Gifcou- 
raged, 11, 145. By heavy im- 
potts, 1.146. Or prokibitions, 
1.147. Or monopolies, ibid. 
Great irjury to Spain, from their 
* t 3 being 


rr 
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Murcia, ſee Hemp. 
Mu ſcouy, ſee Fleet. 


being worked vp abroad. ii. 150. 
Spaniſh wool exported, may be 
ſafely taxed higher, ii. 150. 
The working ot it up at home 
tobe encouraged, ii. 157. The 
exportation 'of ſome materials 
abloiutely prohibited, li. 159. 


Not practicable to prohibit the 


exportation of iron, ii. 157. 
Sola and Barilla exported to be 
charged with high duties, ii. 
159. The inland duty to be 
taken off, ii 161, 163. Yel- 
low wax, its im portation to be 
diſcouraged, ii. 164. Rags pro- 


hibited, ii. 165. Leather di{- 


couraged at leaſt, ibid, Hides 
Prohibited, ii. 166. But not the 

American, ii. 167. Utenſils of 
the manufactories prohibited, 
11, 167, &c. 

Mech can, fee Copper. 
Alecbanics, fee artificert, Me- 
buchadnezzar, Selim. 

Media Annala, a tax. 1, 85. 

Millones, a tax, What? i. 82, An 
article in the ſubſidy Explained, 

ii. 55 


Mint, be: Con. Sevit- the bett 


Place for one to the merchants, 


ii. 356. Meaſure to induce the 


merchants to bring their bullion 
to it, ii. 357. Mints of Sego- 
via and Cuenca, ii. 35 8. 
Miſſals, ee Breviarics. 


Nolds (printing) ſee Materials, 


AMncada, Don Sancho de, his cal- 

culation of money brought from 

the Indies, i. 11. Cenſure up- 
on the Millones, ii. 56, 


Money, fee Moncada, Nawarrete— 


Defective only in Spain, i. 10, 

How much in Spain, 1. 13. In 

12 returns to the firſt hand, 
1. 48. 


| Aonopolis, to be granted cau- 


tioufly, ü. 258, 261. Injuri- 
cou, ii. 262. 
Moreri, Lewis, quotation from his 
dictionary, i. 129. 


Mori! fe Sugar. 


Nav arrete, Don Pedro Fernandez 
de, his calculation, ij. 12. His 
remonſtrance, ii. 416. 

Navigation, Erglith act of, i. 
142, &c. 

Nay, Ships proper for a Spaniſh 
navy, i. 294. How to be 
diſpoſed, j. 398, Magazines 
neceſſary for it, 1. 400. Num- 
ber of guns and hands, i. 401. 
A fund for it, i. 404. Spain 
requires a good one, i. 343. 
Recommended by Don Diego 
de Saavedra, ibid, King Si- 
bbuto bad the firſt, i. 344. 
Vaſt advantage of one, i. 345. 
is the means of raiſing a king- 
dom, 1. 346. Spain cannot be 
ſafe without one, i. 348. The 
proportion it ought to bear to 
the army, 1. 348. A great diſ- 
proportion in Spain, i. 354. 
Ought to be duly paid, 1. 3 56. 
What ſhips deſtined for con- 
voys, 1. 358. Its ſmall ſhips 

may be hired to the merchants, 
j. 359. Done in France, i. 360. 
See Ships of war. 

Nebuc haduez xar, carried away me- 
chanics from jerulalem, 5 

Neaufoundland, fee Fiſhery. 

Normandy, ſee Salt. 


O. 


Oaks, fine on the mountains of 
Tortoſa, Catalonia, &c. 11. 10. 
Olmeda, ſee Goyeneche. 


Oſend, company, 1. 61. See Com- 


pany. 
Oy/s, the exportation of them, ii. 
208. 
P. 


Painting, ſee Academy. 
Palencia 
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Palencia, fee Manufacture. 

Pamplona, ſee Hoſpital. 

Paper, Genoa, made of Spaniſh 
rags, ii. 111. Great conſump- 
tion of foreign, 11. 108, Par- 
ticularly of Genoa, ibid. Quan- 

tities ſent to America, ii. 109, 
Drains great ſume, ibid. Its 

_ Importation to be diſcouraged, 


1. 110. Way to encourage the 


manufacture, ii. 111. See Al- 
cavala. | 
Paper ſtamp, vaſt quantities, ii. 
116. Propoſed to be of Spa- 
niſh fabrick, ibid. Spaniſh pa- 
per good enough, ji. 117. Sul- 
ficient quantities made in Spain, 
ibid. 
People, common, to eaſe, &c. 
them political, i. 50. See Prince. 
Pepper, ſee Spicery. 


Perules, importation to be re- 


ſtrained, 11. 90. 

Philippine, iſlands, fee Acapulco. 

Philip II. fee Laws. 

Philip IV. ſee Laws. 

Philip V. (late king of Spain) re- 
forms the trade between the 258 

nary iſlands, and the Indies, 
203. Between Acapulco * 
the Philippines, i. 206. Pro- 
hibits India filks, i. 204. His 
intent defeated, i. 205. Pro- 
bibits India ſilks in America, 
i. 206. Regulates the ſailing 
of the Flotas, Galeons, &c. i. 
209. To prevent the deſtruc- 
tive delays, i. 210. Reforms 
the duties and freight of 8 
i. 213. The Cacao trade, i. 
218. Cacao charged exceſſive- 
ly, i. 219. Colt and charges 


exceed its valde when ſold, i. 


220. Encourages ſending Spa- 
niſh manofactures to America, 


i. 222, His good intent de- 


feated, i. 226. His inſtructions 
to the intendants to cheriſh trade 


and manufactories, i. 229. Re. 


forms abuſes of fairs, ibid. By 


vagabonds, &c. i. 230. En 


courages manufactories, i. 231 


Reforms wearing apparel, i · 


737.5 Encourages agriculture, 
1, 234. Regulates the coin, i- 


236. Gives inſtructions in fa- 


vour of trade and navigation to 


his engineers, 1. 237. Orders 


the repair of ſea ports, i. 238. 
The preſervation of the mouths 
of rivere, & c. i. 244. Makes 
an ordinance to cloath the 


ſoldiery in Spaniſh manufac- 
tures, i. 246. But not ſtrict- 


ly obſerved, i. 249. Af 
ſigns to the manufaQory of 


Guadalaxara, 76:4, Anſwer to 
objections, i. 25t, Advan- 


tages of it, i. 255. Gives up 


the monopoly of brandies, i. 


258. Reforms the duties, i. 
260. As alſo thoſe of fiſh, 75. 

Evils arifing from the cheapneis 
of brandics, eaſily prevented, i. 

270, Regulates the fituation 
of cuſtom: houſes. i. 246. Re- 
forms them, ibid. His inten- 
tion defeated, i. 250. Gives 
an ordinance in favour of the 
city of Valencia, ibid. Exilcs 
the duties of it, i. 251. De- 
termines the diſpute with the 
eccleſiaſtics, i. 253. That 
they had no Right to export 
free, 15,4. That it was an in- 
vaſion of his prerogative, i. 254. 

Regulates the provincial” re- 
venues, i. 259. Which is a 
means to raiſe their value, re- 


lieve the ſubject, and encourage 


trade, ibid. Advantages of 


uniting the provincial revenues, 


i. 266. Way to remove difa 


culties, i. 268. Retorms the 


revenues general, i. 271, Which 
are charged in the cultom-houte, 
1. 272. The amount of them, 
i. 274. Revenue of Granada 
ſilk and ſugars, 1. 276. Ad- 
vantages of this reform, i. 278. 

Fi4 Letters 
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Letters to the intendants and 
captains genera] to encourage 
manufacturers to come over. i. 
280. Proclamation relating to 
apparel, 1 1. 3. An advan- 
tage to manufactures, i. 285. 
Our intereſt to enforce it, i. 286. 
Should extend to America, i. 
321 Ordinance in fayour of 
glass manufacture, ibid. Tho- 
115 del Burgos, unlucceisful i in 
glaſs manufacture, i 322. 

47 alſo John Baptiſt Pomeraye, 


*, 


| ibid. aerger to 28 | 


de Goyenec 


| 's glaſs-hovſe,. in 
New Baz: 


„i. 322. Don John 


It miſcarries, i. 324. Ar length 
ſucceeds, i. 325. Our inter ll to 
improve the glaſs-works, i 
421, How encouraged = pl 
XIV, i, 324. Vaſt conſump- 
tion of glaſsin Spain. i. 325 
Pilchards, from England, proþ1- 
bited in France, i. 109. 
Pintad:, Don Manuel Lopez, bis 
Aſſay on ASTD copper, ii. 
187. 
Piich, ſee Tar. g 
Placencia, fee Fire-arms. 
Planking, ſee Ebro Gopeneche, 
Plomo de rumos, à tax, ii. 323. 
Pilittcians, few, maſler of mc more 
than one branch, i. 65. 
Poor, fee Heſpital. 
Pope, ſee Bacalao, _ 
Port, Royal, fee Rigging. 


Portugal, its fleets more 2 


than the Spaniards, i. 156. 
Poris, improvement of thoſe of 
Cartagena, Alicant, Barcelo 

na, and the (AGE? of Tor- 
tola, ji. 422. Farther to be 
conſidered in a ſupplement, ib. 
Potofs, ſee Manufa&ory, : 
Poverty, of Spain, the cauſe of it, 
i. 47. 
Preregative. of princes , »] 
&c. 5 1 
. ke Materials. 


* I OF - © 


I -N D 


does it at his own charge, ibid. 


10). 


E X. 


Princes, ſee Prerogati vue. Their 
patronage makes arts and ſcien - 
ces flouriſh, ii. 255. Their 
grandeur, conſiſts in what? i. 
51. Their ſtrength in what i, 

Pe. houſe, a project of one. 
ii. 118. Indulgences required 
ſor it, 11. 123. 

Prohibitions, the prerogative of 
princes, ii. 77. In England 
without regard to treaties of 
peace, ii. 78. In Holland, ii. 

79. . In Portugal; ibid. At 
| Venice, ibid, Jo be made with 
caution, ii. 80. Certain pro- 
hibitions recommended, ii. 81. 
That of toys, &c. to be enforc- 
ed, ibid. Alſo of goods made up, 
i. 82. And of India goods, 
ü. 82—84. And of cordial 

Waters, ii. 87... And of white 
"wax, 1. 88, Of wearing ap- 
parel, ii. 90. Of Perukes, 
ibid. Of Sx -aniſh books, print- 
ed abroad, ii. gl. _ 

Previnces, of Spain, ſome well 

peopled ay F r | * 

Fi ifons, ſee Ireland. 


Puertas y Pariage, taxes, ii. 324. 


Pulſe, dry, ii. 199. 
Pyrenees, ſee E bro, and oel 


* 


9 atro unos por Ci 3 ſee Ci i- 
entos. | 


R. 
Rags, importation of, to be en- 
couraged, ii. 192• See Male. 

rials, | 

Regiſter ſhips, ſee Calas, © 

Regifter of Seamen, ee Seamen. 
Revenue, on what its improve- 
ment depends, i. 7 Not in- 
jured by indulgences to manu- 
fuctories, i. 18, i. 99. Con- 
firmed, i. 21. Is improved by 
them many ways, i. 22. Is 
reduced 


1N Di 


reduced by the poverty and ſcar- 
City Of people, i. 48. The na- 
ture, quality, and produce of 
them, i. 00. Capable of im- 
provement, i. 91. 
venues general, ſee Philip V. 
Revenues provincial, fee Philip V. 


What they amounted to in the 


year 1722, i. 88, &c. A par- 
ticular account of the value of 
each before 1714, 11, 361, 
Great improvement from the 
preſent manner of letting. 11. 
375 

FSA of the crown of Ara- 
gon, ii. 293-314. Nature of 
the Revenues of Catalonia, ii. 

294. Manner of charging them, 

ii. 299. Encouragements to 
their manufactories, ii. 301. 
Different from thoſe of Caſtile, 
ii. 299. Number of woollen 
looms, ibid. 

Revenule of the province of Ara- 
gon, {ee Arag on. 

Revenues of hs kingdom of Va- 
lencia, fee Valencia. 

Rewenues of Majorca, ſce Ma- 


gorca, . 


Revenue of che cuſtoms, ſee Cuſ- 


toms. 

Ribbon, ſee Silk. 

Riga, ſee Hemp. 

Rigging, a manufacture at Port 
Royal and Sada, by Goye- 
neche, i. 329. ii. 2 Our in- 
tereſt in the manufacture, i. 
329. The mediterranean coaſt 
proper for it, ii. 3. Cartagena, 
commodious for it, ii. 13. A 

manufacture of it, by Don 

Franciſco Varas, y Valdes, ii. 

144. | 

Rivers, ſee Ebro. 

Roads, the repair of them, &c. 
advantageous to trade, ii. * 1. 
To be farther conſidered in 
ſupplement, ibid. 

2 why a building yard, i. 


46. 


. 


Saavedra, Don Diego de, i. 52, 
See Cein, Na. g 
Sada, ſee Sailcloth. 
Sailclath, a manufacture of it re- 
commended, i. 330. A ma- 


nufacture gh it at Port Real and 


Sada, ii. See Rigging. : 
Sa. , the revenue of it, i. $5. 
Moſt of Spain ſupplied by fo- 
reigners, ii. 234. Improve- 
ments made upon it in Holland, 
11.230. Importance of it, ii. 22 7. 
Importation of it, prohib ited in 
France, ii. 228. D. fferent 
kinds of it, ji. 229. Great 


plenty of it in Guienne, Britany. 
EA and Languedoc, | 


228, Vat plenty in Spain, 
* 229 Made very cheap; 


ibid. The price ſhould be the 


ſame as in other parts, ii. 232. 


Salti, Rock, a nber mine in 
28. Another in 


Poland, ii. 
Hungary, ibie. 
Saltwsr ks, principal in Europe, 
i. 228. In Burgundy and 
Lorrain, from brine ſ prings, ib. 
In Sicily and Sardinia, ii. 229. 


At Mata in Valencia, from a 


ſalt- lake, ii. 230. Vaſtquan- 


231. 

Sardinia, ſee Salt. 

Savary, James, author of the dic- 
tionary of commerce, 1. 110. 
His account of the woollen ma- 


nufactories at Sedan and Abbe. 
ville, 76:4. And of that of Ta- 


peſtry of the Gobelines, 1. 115. 


Savary, James, author of a book, 


entituled, The Perfect Trader, 


11. 63. His rema Es, ibid. Sea- 


men, neceſſity of a regiſter of 
them, ii. 34. Privileges to be 


granted them, ibid. How to 


be regulated, ibid. 
Sciences, ſee Academy of. 
Sculpture, ſee Academy of. 
Sedan 


tities made there, and how ? ii. 
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Sedan, its manufacture. See Ca- 
deau. 


Segovia, ſee Mint. 


Selim, emperor of the Turks, 


ſent mechanics to Conſtanti- 
nople, i. 53. | 
Serwicio ordinario, &c. a tax, 
what ? 1. 83. 
Serwicio y Mantaxgo, a tax, what, 
d. 85. 
— de Milicias, a tax, what, 
i. 84. | 
Sevil, fee Looms — how to be en- 
riched, i. 28. Her filk ma- 
nufactory ruined by the Alca- 
vala and Cientos, ii 237. Its 
weavers ill uſed, ii. 238. Eal- 
ing them would increaſe the 
revenue, ii. 240. See Mint. 
See Tobacco. | 
Sheep, number of them in Spain, 
Py % s | 
Ships of war, dimenſions of ſome 
built in Spain, i. 363. A plan 
by Don Antonio Gaſtaneta, 1. 
362. Dimenſions, tonnage, 
&c. of a man of war built in 
the Indies, i. 369. At Genoa, 
ibid. At Breſt, i. 370. In 
England, i. 371, 372. At 


Toulon, i. 371. Rules for man- 
ning them, obſerved by the 


Spaniards. 1.364.By the French, 

; Ge, By the Engliſh, i. 366. 
A. liſt of the crew of a Spaniſh 
man of war, i. 367. The ſhip's 
. proviſion, i. 368. Ships of 
Var in general of greater force, 
I. 374+ Little improvement in 
thoſe of Spain, i. 375. The 
Dutch, not ſo large as the Eng- 
liſh and French, i. 385. Thoſe 
of Sweden, Denmark, Muſcovy, 
Venice, and the Port, inferior 


to the Dutch; i. 355: Great 


advantage from breaking up 
men of war in America, 161d. 
Ships, merchant, encouragement 
to build large ones, 1. 378.4 


Shipping, of the built of Spaniſh 
America, preferable to thoſe 
of Europe, ii. 5. See Cedar. 
Spain has plenty of materials, 
1. 1. America abounds with 
fine timber, ii. 4. Eſpecially 
the Havana, Campeche, and 
Carthagena, ii. 5. What ſort 

| beſt for the Weſt-India trade, 
ii. 35. To be different from 
men of war, ibid. What ſorts 
uſed by other trading nations, 
ii. 36. What proper for con- 
voys, ji. 37. What number, 
ii. 39. Spaniſh Galeons, not 
a fourth part of them of their 
own built, ii. 38. Spaniſh men 
of war ſhould: reſemble the 
Dutch, ii. 41. Should not 

be fitted out in the ſame port as 
the trading ſhips, ii. 43. The 
management of the French in 
this reſpect, ii. 45. Miſma- 
nagement of the Spaniards, ii. 
Sicily, trades in ſilk and grain, i. 
60. Its traffick with Genoa, 
Silk, from China, &c. very bad, 
1. 105. Duties on Granada 
ſilk, exceſſive, ii. 57, Fatal 
effects of it, ii. 59. Manu- 
factories of it thrive beſt in large 
towns, ii. 265. Thele ought 
to have extraordinary indul- 
gences, ii. 266, Madrid, To- 
ledo, Cordova, Sevil, proper 
places for them, ii. 269. 
Manufactory of curious filks at 
Leyden, ii. 268. At Bruſſels, 
Antwerp, &c. ibid. &c. Fran- 
. . Ciſco. Vaſque ſets up a filk ma- 
nufacture at Madrid, ii 270. 
Indulgences at Madrid to filk 

| ſtocking weavers, ii. 272. To 
ribbon weavers, ibid. Thoſe of 
Vualadolid do not require the 
ſame indulgences ii. 274. Nor 

thoſe of Valencia, ibid. 


Soldiery + 


Soldiery in Spain, i. 76. 

Soſa, fee Material. 

Smuglers, penalties on them in 

France, i. 106, too rigorous, 
ibid. 

Spanih provinces, the center of 
commerce, i 166, 

Spain, her exports, i. 7. Annu- 
ally drained of millions, 1. 10. 
Detains only defeCtive coin, ib. 
Drained of millions by the 
court of Rome, 1. 13. Her trea- 
ſure from the Indies, rather a 
diſadvantage, 1. 15. May reco- 
ver her trade by a reform of the 
duties, 1.31. And how,1.31,37. 
Her poverty and depopulation, 


not owing to the diſcovery of 


the Indies, 1. 44. By wha: 


then? 1. 47. A propoſal to 
introduce foreign catholics, 1. 


59. Number of families in 
Spain, 1. 72. Spain has been 
late in reforming her duties in 


favour of trade, i, 193. Has 


Plenty of good materials for the 

land and fea ſervice, ii. 1, 7. 

Ts better provided than the En- 

gliſh and Dutch, ii. 4. 

Stamp paper, a tax, what? i. $4. 
See Paper. 

Steel, lee Tron. 


Stocking, filk imported, how 


charged in France, i. 96. Im- 

ported in what place only, 1. 

107. 

Stores, fee Nawy. 

Stuffs, linens, &c. indulgences to 
them, ii. 279. 

Subjects, ſee People. 

Sugar, great conſumption of it in 
Spain, ii. 213. Vaſt quantity 


imported by foreigners, ii. 214. 
Drains Spain of vaſt ſums, ii. 


315. 

Supplement, ſeveral things refer- 
red to it, ii. 419. 

Sweden, ſee C oper. 
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Tar and pitch, manufactories of 
them, i. 329. By Don Juan 
de Goyeneche, 26:1. Plenty in 
Aragon, Catalonia, and the 
mountains of Tortola, ii. 2. 

M its manufacture in France, 
j. 115. At the gates of Ma- 
drid, 1. 339. ii. 274. Oaught 


to be enlarged, and how, ii. 


275. 

Taxes, ought not to be laid upon 
neceſſaries, i. 54. The collec- 
tors the greateſt evil, ibid. 


Tea and Coffee, no objection to 


their importation, 11. 212, Not 
very much conſumed, ibid. To 
be charged the duties entire, ib. 
Tertias reales, a tax, i. 82. 
Tin, no manufacture of it in Spain, 


ii. 189. Tin works in Saxony 


and France, ibid. and ii. 259. 
To be imported under a ſmall 
duty, ii. 189. Very fine in 
the mines of Monterry in Ga- 


licia, ii. 190. Manufactures of 


lead and tin may be imported, 
ii. 189. Paying the duties en- 
tire, 11. 190. | 
Tinagero, Don Bernardo, his pro- 
poſal to build ten men of war 
at the Havana, i. 412. ii. 15. 
Approved by his majelty, #6, . 
A ſufficient fund for them, 76. 
Tobatco, belt revenue of his majeſ- 
ty, ii. 337. A propolal to aug- 
ment the royal manufactory at 
Sevil, 11. 340. Aud eitabliſ. 


others, ii. 342. The nature of 


the revenue, i. 86. Ca pable 
of improvement. i. 91. Im- 
proved under adminiſtration, 11. 
72. Means to 1mprove 1t com- 
municated by Don Franciſco 
Varas y Valdes, ii. 336. May 
be imported in the men of war 
at ſmall charge, ii. 338. Or 
in the private trade, 1% Ad. 
vantages 
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vantages from making roll to- 
bacco, ii. 343. 


Tortoſa, mountains of, fee Tar. 

Taleav, fee Silk. | 

Toulm, why a building yard to the 
French king, ii. 46. 

Tojr, fee Prohibitions, Duties. 

Trade, fee Commeyee. Its balance 
between Genoa 2nd Sicily, i. 60. 
Between Holland and the Bal- 
tic, i. 61. Between the Le- 
vant and England, i. 61. 


Trader, Perfect, book fo called, 
fee Savary. 


Tay, archbiſhopric of, ſee Hemp. 


v. 
e. ſee PBlilip v. 


Valdemoro, a manufactory of fine 


cloths, 1. 34'. _ 

F alblicis. province of, its revenue, 
ii. 310. How rated, ii. 311. 
means to enccurage their ma- 
nufactories, ji. 312. 

Valimientos, a tax, i. 86. 

Valladolid, in dulgences to its ma. 
nufactories, i i. 334. In a ruinous 
Cs 337. Recovered, 

J. 338. 

e Joſeph, founder of the 
woollen manufactory at Aboe- 
ville, i. 111. 

Varas y Valdes, Don F ranciſco, 
ſet up a Manufactory of rigg- 
ing and {ail cloth, ii. 14. See 
Tobacco. 


Fafmez, Franciſco, ſet up 2 alk 


manufacture at Madrid, ii. 270. 
Vauban, marſhal of France, his 
Dixme royal, 1. 50. 


Feytia, Don Joſeph, his Guide 1b 


the Commerce of the Indies, i. 
375. His account of the wind- 
ward ſquadron, 1. 411. 
Vineyards, greatly enlarged at Ma- 
Jaga, ii. 202. 
Utenfils, for the manufactories to 
be prohibited an exportation, 
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ii. 190. 
be encoura free of duty, 

15d. So alſo printing * ü. 
191. 


Their importation to 


Ware, hard, ſee Duties. 

Wax, yellow, i in ſome ſort a ma- 
terial, 1. 102. Should be im- 
ported under a ſmall duty, ii. 

191. 

Was. white, a Wi cke i. 
102. | 

Wines, their exportation and im- 
portation, ii. 201. Great quan- 
tities exported from Malaga, 
ibid. Italians diſappointed their 
wine trade, ii. 202. To be 

charged che duties entire, ii. 
203. As alſo thoſe expended 
in the diſtillery, ibid. Expor- 
tation of them to be diſcou- 
raged, ii. 205. Duties upon 
them in Aragon to be reduced, 
ibid. Alſo in Eſtremadura, 
Salamanca, Zamora, n. 207. 
Sraniſh wines prohidited in 
Portugal, ii. 225. Wines from 
Portugal, how charged, ii. 207. 
To Portugal, how? ibid. Ga- 
licia wines a hardſhip impoſed 
on the, id. 

Mood, for ſhipping, may be im- 
ported from America, and laid 

up in magazines, ii. 16 Curi- 
ous ſorts of, Spain has ſuffici- 
ent of, ii. 191. May however 
be imported with ſmall duty, 
ibid. 

Medis, or foreſts of timber, ought 
to be preſerved, ii. 12. Laws 
for planting ill obſerved, ii. 13. 

Wigs, or perakes, to be prohi- 
bited, 13. 192. Hair to be im- 
ported, and how, ii. 192. 

Wool, exportation prohibited in 
France and England, ii. 103, 
105. A woollen manufacture 

in 
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in Languedoc, i. 104. At Se- V. 
dan and Abbeville, 11. 111. 
Worting - bands, importance of be- 
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Yards, ſhip, in Cantabria ca- 


ing well ſupplied with them, ii. 
413. The main ſupport of an 
active commerce, ii. 414. Not 
ſo extenſively uſeful, if the 
number of working days be 


contracted, ibid. A diſpro- 


portion of the religious to the 
laiety cauſes a ſcarcity, ibid. A 
repreſentation of council of Caſ- 
tile, 11, 415. Of the ſtates of 
the kingdom, ii. 416, Of Don 


| . Pedro de Navarrete, ibid. 


pable of improvement, ii. 7. A 


very good one eaſily made in 
the Alfaques of Tortoſa, ii. 8. 


The opinion of Don George 
Proſpero de Verbom, ibid. 
Vards ought to be fortified, ii. 
12. Yard at Trotoſa capable 
of being made to receive 
men of War, ii. 12. 


Z. 


Zaragoxa, ſee Hapital. 
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Table of Spaniſh coins, ho 5 


In this work. 


Eal 


I 
1 Eſcudo, or crown 
1 Peſo, or dollar 

1 Doblon, plate 
1 Real de à dos 
1 Real de à quatro 
1 Real deà ocho 


I Quarto 


1 Sencillo 
14 Reals Ardites 


1 Livre of Catalonia 


1 Sueldo ditto 
1 Dinero 
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Peſo eſcudo 


—— — ——3— 
—ů—ůů ů ů ů ů ů— 
— —ñ—ͤP—— —— 
— — 
— — 
— —ͤ 


—— — 


———— 


22 


1 Codo, or Cubit 


5 Fanegas, or _—_ buſhels 


z Celemin 

1 Modin 

1 Azumbre 
1 Arrob 


3 


34 5. Vellon. 


8 reals, ditto. 


10 reals, ditto. 


15 reals, ditto. (*) 


60 reals, ditto. 
2 reals, plate. 


4 reals, ditto. 

8 reals, ditto: 

4 Mrs. 

2 Mrs. 
make 15 reals, 2 Mrs. Caſtile. 
— 10 reals, 25 27 Mrs. ditto. 
18 2, Mrs. ditto. 
WE. Mrs. ditto. 
: T * foot. 


— —ä—wm—ä —ę—̃ 


— : 


make an Enpliſh quarter, 


— 7: Of a fanega. 
—— 24 fanegas. 


about; pints Engliſh. 


—— 25 Pounds. 


In exchange is at @ medium, 3 s. 4d. 
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